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FOREWORD

This first narrative was prepared by Mr, Harry L. Coles, Jr.,

of the Mediterrancan Section, Combat Operational History Division,
AAF Historical Office, Footnote citations and a bibliographical
note indicate the principal sources from which it has been drawn.
Like other studies in the series, it is subject to revision as

additional materials become available,
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Chapter I

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS

The Allied invasion of Sicily on 10 July 1943 was the resuit of
strategic de:isions reached at the Casablanca Conference, ivhen the
conference opened in January 1943 it had not been decided whether
Sicily or Sardinia should be invaded or, indeed, whether any further
landing operations in the Mediterraneun area should be undertaken
after the conclusion of the Tunisian campaign. in accordance with
long-held views, the U. 3., Joint Chiefs came to the conference with
the belief that the most direct way to defeat Cemmany was by a cross-
channel invasion to be launched in 1943, a convietion which was
strengthened by the discovery that the British planners thought that
an invasion of »icily could not be mounted prior to 30 August, The
U, 5. planners were not in favor of an invasion of Sicily at that late
date and they were opposed to orerations asainst Sardinia at any time,
The British planners, for their part, maintained Lhat since a cross-
channel invasion in 1943 was ~ut of the cuestion a4 new offensive
should pe started as soon us possible after the successful conciusion
of the Tunisian campaign, They favored the continuation of the main
effort in the lMeuiterranean because of the greater availability of
both shipping and wanpower in dorth ifrica, Since their own planners
estimated Aupust as the earliest diate for the Sicilian invasion and
since an operation against Sardinia could be mounted in «ay, the British

Chiefs declared themselves in favor of the Sardinian plan, In the

’i£ uﬂ? PUCT
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event, however, thess confilcting vieus were compudeed and a workable
plan of action was producad.l

The final declslon of the Casablanca Conference was that man-
power and materiel accumulated in the Mediierranean area sghould de
utilizad in further major operations in that theater., The Americans
carrisd their point that %a Sardinian campalgn would be equivalent
to picking the soft spot first with the danger of making the hard
spot harder in the long run. 02 They were also able to convince the
Britich that it wonld be feasible to invade Sicily in the early
summer in order to divert as much strength as possible from the
Rugelan front during the eritical campaign smeason. At the close of
the conference, General Eisenhower was therefore informed that the
Combined Chiefs of Staff had declded to attack Siecily in 1943 with
the favorable July moon as the target date, and he was to report not
later than 1 March whether any insurmountable Aiffisulty as to re-
sources and traianing would cause delay in the assault later than July.
Without prejudice to the July date, the $CS would make an intensive
effart during the next three weeoics to schieve "hy contrivance and in-
genulty" the favorable June perind as the date for the oparation. If
they were successful, instructions would de modified accordingly.
General Eisenhower was %9 be in supreme command of the lnvasion of
Sicily, with General Sir Harold Alexander as Deputy Commander in
Chief chargsd with detalled planninz and execution of the operation.

Development. of the Qriginal Assauli Plan
In aczordance with hls instructions General Eigenhower procaeded

p f
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immediately after the Oasablanca Conference to set up a headquarters
known as Force 141 for the planning and execution of HUSKY., The
embryo from which the Fifteenth Army Group devoloped, Force 141 cone
sisted of planners from the Amerlcan and British aruies, navies, amd
air forces, and was located in the Ecole Normale, at Bouzarsa, a suburb
of Alglers. TForece 141 produced'Tactical Appreclation® which formed
the basis for all detalled planning and for the operational outline
alr plan which was issued on 15 March. This original outline plan
conteined a brief summary of the assault plan, several paragraphs on
rolicles to be followed with regard to the employment of fishter and
bomber sircraft, alr action in coordination with naval and ground
forces, and an outline of the course of operations in four phases.
Sieily, the largest igland in the Mediterranean, fomms a natural
steppingstons between the tip of Tunisia and the Italian matnland.
Triangular in shape, it 43 approximately 150 miles long from east to
west and about 110 miles at its bage, The total ares of the island
is around 10,000 sauare miles, wholch is sliphtly larger than the ptate
of Vormnt.s The terraln is characterized chiafly by mountains which
rise to thelr greatest helght in the northeast. The coastal strip &g
narrow and the only plain of any size is to the west and south of
Uatanla. The southeastern tip of the island is only about 90 miles
from Cape Bon in Tunlsia, while the northeastern corner in separoted
from the Italian malnland by the Strait of Hessina, which at theiy
narrowsst point are only about two miles wide, The Axis had sent a

constant straam of reinforcewents across this bridge from Europe to

o= -
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North Africa. As General Zisenhower remaried, the traffic had all
been one way and it was his job to reverse it,

Obviously the geographical position of the island favored the
defender rather than the invader. According to "Tactlcal Apprecla~
tion" there were slx train fexrry ships operating between Messina and
the mainland which wers estimated to have a 24-hour capacity of 40,000
men without vehicles or of 7,500 men and 750 vehicles. In addition
to these facllitles troops could be trangported by ordinary steamsr
at the rate of 12,000 men per 24 hours, while milltary air transport
was estimated to be capable of transporting as much as 1,000 tons dally.
There veres in Sicily 19 ailrfields and landing grownds concentrated in
the eastern, southeastern, and western portions of the island., A1l
of these flalds wore within 15 miles of the coast and those in the
east and southeast were mutunlly supporttng.s

In choosing areas for assault, two main questions had to be
talken into conslderation: fighter cover and port capscity. Ths most
important strateglc objective on Sicllywas Messina; but owlng to the
fact that the atratts were completely clossd to Allled traffic and
beyond the range of fighter ailrcraft, it was not considered feasible
te launch a direct attack against this point or at any point on the
northern coast betwaen Messina and Palermo or on the eastern coast
as far south as Catania, So long, therafors, as Allied atr forces
wers onerating from North Africa and Malta, possible areas for initial

debarkation were linited to the southern shore iine betwassn Marsala

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

and Syracuse., This area, howsver, provided no major poris and the
question of supply had 4o be conslidered in making the assauli plans.

Since an amphiblous assault against Messlna was out of the
question, General Eisenhower's staff was obliged to provide for the
capture of Catania and Syracuse in the east and Palermo in the west
as the best possible alterastives, As a matter of fact 1t was esti-
nated that unless the Invading forces galned contrel of both Catania
and Palerms they c¢ould not hope to maintelin a sufficient number of
troops in Sicily to conquer the island, whereas with the possession of
these ports an sguivalent of ten divisions could be naintalned, Since
all these poris were out of range of fighter cover, the immediate oh-
Jectives of the agsauli forces were to be airfislds in the southeast
and west from which the necessary extension of alr cover could be
provided for the capture of the poris,

The exact timing of the assaults in the southeast and west was
an lmportant consideration. Although sinmultaneous assaulte would have
the advantage of achieving a maximm dispersion of the enemy's air
and grownd forzes, it wae declded to mtagger the landings., The over-
riding considoration leading to this decision was the deterumination to
soften the defenses in advance of the landings by the use of airborns
forcea. Since the number of transport aircraft was inadequate to
supply the necessary 1ift for simultaneous operations, it was decidsd
to employ all available transpori to 11f£% the maximum number of

troops for sach operation in turn.s
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The original assault plan for HUSKY, then, envisaged a highly
refined operation involving several amphibious landings made ip
geriatin. The inltial attacik was to consist of four simultaneous pro-
dawn assaults on D-day by an Eastern Task Force with the odject of
capturing alrfields and minor ports in southeastern Sicily from whicn
to support the main assault on Catania, The assault on Catanla was
to be carrled out on D plus 3 by a strong force from Tunisia known
a3 the Xilt Force, The initial landings of a Western Task Force were
to take place on D plus 2 and to consist of a shore-to-ghore assault
by & strong force from Punisia (known as the Insa Force) against
Selacca-larinelll with the object of capturing the Sclacca and
Castelvetrano airﬁelda.7 These attacks were to be followed up on
D plus 5 by (a) a shore~-to-shore assault by a force from the United
States (known as Fish Force) against Castellamare, to cut off Palormo
from the west and join with Ensa Force; (b) a ship~to-shore assauls
by a sumall force from Twilsia (kmown as Grog Force) against Trappsto,
to advance eastward on Palermo; and (e) a ship-to-shore assault by

& small force from Tunlsia (known as Hook Force) at Carint Bay.*

Exoposed Altexatlons in ike Original Assmlt Plan
Detailed planning had hardly got under.ssy when imortant changes
in the assault plan began to be considered. As a matter of fact,
even before the outline plan was igsued, Generals Alexander and
* The term '“ship-to-shors” implies an assaunlt which is carriel in shiyps
to the polnt of assault and then disembarked irto landing eraft. The
tern "shore<io-ghure" implies the embarkation of trocps directly

inte thelr landing craft and procedure to the point of assault in
the eraft from which they will disembark om the beach.

it 15 (iRl e
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Nt QGW ?

Montgomery hed convinced Gemeral Eisenhower that a serles of staggered
landings would have tho effect of spresding Allied forces too thinly.
General Figenhower had originally suggested that all avallable forces
be concentrated in the ssutheastern ares, but this suggestion had
been abandored because of the need for the facilitles of the port of
Palermo. TFor the next six weelcs General Figenhower struggled with
a dilemma involving two risksw-fthat of being too weak for our
lmmedizate objectives in the Southeast, beczuse of the insurance
teken for the early cepture of FPalermo and the maintenance rigk that
must be assumed if Palermo were sacrificed for the sake of decirive
strength in the Southeast, B
The first efforts at a solution of this difficult problem were
in the nature of a compromise. In a commmumication of 20 March 1943
General Fisenhower informed the Combined Chiefs of Staff that con-
tinved study of the HUSKY outline plan had convinced Generals
Alexcrder and Montgomery that the forces assigned to the Zestern
Tagk Force were too weal to attzin essential immediate ob;]ectives.g
RBecent reconnatussance had shown thsat the airfield near Gela wac one
of the most highly developed in sll Sieily. In addition, Alr Chief
Marehel Tedder maintalned that the airfield at Pachino would have to
be selzed at the earliiest possible moment after the landing. In view
of these developments in the situation, Generals Alexander and
Vontgomery had become convinced that an additional dlvigion was nec-
¢ ~rary o0 assure reasonsble expectetion of success in the vital

southeastern area, Since the Commander in Chief had been informed

L SIS Ty
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that the two governments had already sllocated to the enterprise

every ship and landing eraft aveilable, the only poasidle course of
action with the available shipping and landing craft was to essign

to one of the American divisions the misefon of capturing the Gela air-
Tlelds and to side-tlip the Britich forces to the eastward.

The original purpose of the southwestorn aseaults was to capture
the airfields at Sclacce and Castelveirano from which to assist the
sttack on Palermo, Under the new conception the idea wes to make
every effort to insure the capture of the vital southeastern cormer
from which ares long-renge fighter support could be given the Palermo
attack from the Catania-Gele line. Thers would be, therefore, no
fixed date for the Palermo attack and the assault against thie impor-
tent objective would teke place at such time as flghter support could
be assured.

It was recognized that there were several objectione to the
proposed changes. One of the maln dlsadvantages was that the two
Americen divisions scheduled for sei.éing Palermo must be ready to
attack from D plus 3 onvard, With their salling date dependent upon
the progress made in the scutheastern sector, it might be necessary
for the shipping to 1ie in North African ports for four or five days
or longer with personnel, st least on the large ships, unsble %o
debark, Another objection to the plan was that success of the assault
on Palermo might be jeopardized by the scrapping of the dlversionery

landings in the southwestern area, Yet the saliemt fact remained that
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without the Catenia and Gela airfields, the wkole plan would become
abortive and all later attacks, even 1f at first partially success-
ful,would merely lead into difficulties which could not be overcome.
5S¢ long as the necessary craft for landing an additional British
division out of Tunisia could not be produced, General Eisenhower
could see no recourse except that of accepting the recommendations of
General Alexander,l0

The proposed modifications in the assavlt plans, however, did
not materialize. On 25 March 1943 the British Chiefs of Staff made
1% krown that they were very strongly opposed to canceling the asssult
in the southwestern area by the Fnsa Forece, and if General Iisenhower
adhered to the view that the southemst assaults had %o be atrengthened,
an additional division must somekow be provided for him., In addition
to the objectlons ralsed by the British Chiefs, the planners of Force
141 had to reclon with the problem of serlous dimcrepancies in ship
ring estimates) Planners in the theater, for example, estimeted that
20 per cent of the shore-to-chore landing eraft used for training
would not be operationsl on D-day, whereas planners in Washington
naintzined that 10 per cent was an adequate estimate. Efforts to
reconclle such discrepancies were mever entirely suceessfvl and the
LHUSKY planners were unable to see their way clear for assavlt-lopding
en additional division., The views of the British Chiefs of Staff ware,
however, carefully considered and on 1l April General Eisenhower in-
formed the War Department that he had decided to restore the maln out-

line of the origlnal plan which included an assault by & U. S. division
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(Ensa Toxce) in the southwest on D plus 2,31

Ihe Einal Assault Blan

Only a few days later, however, a yolia fage occourred in the
plans for invading Sicily. During the latter part of April both the .
alr and navel commanders became insistent that the southeamstern
assaults should provide for the capture of the airflelds at Comiso,
Ponte Olivo, and Biseari at the earliest possible moment, in order to
nwrevent prohibitive losses of ships which might endanger subsoquent
operations in the southeastern areas and preclude the wegtern assavlts
a:l.‘lmgeﬂ;ue;r.3’3 ¥hlle concurring with the desirabilitv of gelzing the
airfields, the commnnder of the Eighth Army objectzd to dviding
hle forces for the attaimment of such seattersd objectives, and main-
talned furthermore that while hig ground forces might deny the use
of the fields to the enemy, they were zot strong enocugh to guarantee
thelr use to Allied alr forces. 3otk arguments appeared to (eneral
Elgenhower to e equally cogent, and served to bring out the fundemental
weakness of the entire strategic plan, "which in attempting--with
limited resources~-to achleve too much at the same time in too nany
Places, risked losing all evarywhere."w Further conferences re-
sulted merely in convineing all commanders that the airfields in the
southeast muet be secured in the first rush and that the mein strength
would have to be concentrated in this area., The srrival at a firm

Gecigion was deseribed by General Elsenhower sa '.t‘ollows:M

- ___. —
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Sqike 11

On May 3 we stopped tirkering and completely recast ouwr
Plan on the sound strategic principle of concentration in the
crucial area, I abandoned not only the southwestarn assauit
scheduled for D plus 2, but the assaults west of Palertio on D
Plus 6§ es well, and diverted the entire Western Task Forece to
the scutheastorn aseault. 1 deliberately apsumsd the maintensnce
and supply rislz involved in the sacrifice of Palermo as an imme-
dlate objective, because all of us were at last convinced that it
was the lesger of two avils.

The new--the final-.asmault plan was soon afterwsrd submitted to
the GCS with the pertinment somment that "the lessons we have learned
here as to the difficulty of bringing Axis troops from mounteinous
positions have convinced all commsnders that the Sicilian plan should
provide concentrated strength at critical points aven at the cost of
additional risk in maintenance and supply. 115 mne baste change in plan
was discussed at the Trident Conference held at Washington in May
1943, There was expressed a fear that cancellation of the western
asgaults would have the effect of prolonging the Siclilian campaign,
pogeibly into mid-Septewber. It was generally agreed that the main
wenkness of tke new plan wae that it left Palermo open to reinforce-
mentg, but it was pointed out that with the enormous Allied air superior-
ity 1t should be possible to cut off the enery line of reinforcement
and possibly to seal off the island. VWith thigs reassurance the CCS
on 13 May, the day of final collapse of all Axis resistance in North
Africa, informed General Elsenhower that they had approved the main
outlines of his new plan., At the same time 1t was declded that no
form of an accelerated HUSKY would be attempted. On 11 May, General

Eigenhower had informed the CCS that no feaclble expedients or short

t
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cubts would permit any sort of operation against Sleily to be mounted
before the middle of July, and they followed hia judgment in this
mattor.le

The new outline plan involved a reallotment of objectives between
the Eastern and Western Tasgk Forces and completely upset the original
logistical plan which was based on the sarly utilization of the port
facilities of Palormo, It did not, however, affect the broad plans
for the allocation of resources to the two task forces, and the same
general combination of land, sea, and alr operations wag vretained.

The objectives of the alrborre mimsions were changed in the fina) plan
Irom direct attacks against beach defenses to strateglc inland points
whose capture would greatly facllitals the advance of the meaborne
forcen,

Rlgot simu:'!.taneous seaborne assauvlis were to be made along
approximately 100 miles of coastline extending from Cap Murro di
Porco, just south of Syracuge, around the aoutheastern tip of Sieily,
and westward as far as Licata, 7Tne Eastern Naval Task Force, convoy-
ing the British BElghth Army under command of Geners) Sir Bernaré L.
Montgomery, was to land on the eastern shore, while the Western Naval
Tagk Force, convoying the U, S, Seventh Army under Lt. Gen. George S.
Patton, was to land on the southeastern shore, The American troocps
were divided into three assault forces, JOSS, DIME, and CENT., The CENT-
DILE assault,l? under lumediate command of Lt., Gen, Umar ¥. Bradley
of II Corps, had three innmedizto objectives: (1) under cover of dark-
ness on D=doy to lund In the Gela-Sampleri aren and capture the

alrfields at Ponte Olive by daylight on D plus 1, the airfield north

o
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of Comigo by dsylightof D plue 2, and the air landing field north

of Blscari by dark of D plus 2: (2) to extend the beachhead to
. Yellow 11ne;18 and (3) to gain contact with the British in the vicinity
! of Eagusa. The JOSS assault under command of Maj. Gen. L. K. Truscott
wag $o land in the Licata avea, cepture the port and airfield by darke
ness of D~day, extend the beachhead to tne Yellow line, protect the
left flank of the operation against interference from the northwest,
‘ and on the right flank galn contact with II Corps,

Allled Air Force Orgsnlzation in the Mediterranean
Iheater of Cperations

Arrival at a firm declelon on the assault plans cleared the way
ior the preparation of the eir plan. To appreciate the intricate
probleme involved in making plans for the invasion, it is necessary to
have an understanding of the organization of the Allied alr forces in
the Hedlterranean thester. Although the establiskment of special
headouarters and planning staffs further complicated an already in-
volved organlization, there was no fundamental change in the system of
command and basie organization set up on 18 February 1943, The slr organi za-
tion of the Mediterranesn theater, like the strategic plan for the in-
vasion of Sicily, wes the result of decirions reached at Casablanca.,
After the conference it was annomnced that there was to be one air

. commander in chief for the whole thester who wae to exercise his
authority throuwsh u headguarters known as ilediterranean Air Command, 19

The man chosen to command the Allled alr forces, dlrectly under General
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D. D. Eisexhower, the Allled Force Commsnder, was Alr Chlef Marshal
Sir Arthur W, Teddsr. On the commend level Alrectly under Hediter-
ranean Alr Command (MAC) was the Yorthwest African Alr Forces (WAAF) carr-ade.
. by Lt. Gen. Carl Spaatz, the M1ddle East Alr Command wnder Alr Chief
Marshal Douglas, and the Malta Alr Command under Air Vice Marshal
Park.m Hot a part of MAC but under the operational contrel of Alr
Chief Marshal Tedder was RAF Gibraltar. [The MAC was in essenca a
small policy and planning staff made up of Ameriecan and Britigh
officers who were %o coordinnte the requirementz of subordinste
commands and serve as a sort of ¥brain truat without executive
authority or domestic responsibilities which would be borne by General
fpsatz, AQU Douglas and AV Park, “31 Settinz up his headquarters at
Alglers on 18 February 1943, Alr Chief Marshal Tedder chose Alr Viee
Harshel Wigeleeworth as his depuby, General Oralg as his chief of
staff, and Brig. Gen. Patrick W. Timberlake, USA, as his director of
operationa and plans. Haintehance and supply as well as intelllgence
officers wore drawn from the PAF and were men familiar with the views
and methods of Atr Chief Marshel Tedder. Thelr task was to weld the
diverse alr units in the lediterranean into a powerful and wnified
striking foree,
Tha wrincipal operationnl and executive formatlon under MAC was
the Northwest African Alr Forces under General Spaatz. In accordance
. with experience gained in operations in the Western Degert and with
his own conception of an air force subdivided by functions, General

Spaatz organized the NAAF into thres main sub.conmands. Maj. Gen.
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James H. Dooli%tle was placed in command of the Northwest Afriecan
Strategic Alr Force (NASAF) and cherged with the direction of all
bombers and escort .lghters for strateglc operations. The main compo-
nenta of the NASAF were the XII 3ouber Command and the Wellington
bonbers of the 330 and 331 Wings, RAF. To coordinate the efforis of
the alr forces operaiting in support of ground forces, the Northwest
African Tactleal Alr Force wae created under Alr Vice Marshal Sir
Arthur Coningham, At the time of the Sicilian invasion the Tactlcal
4ir Force consisted of the Desert Alr Force, the XII Air Support Command,
and the Tacticnl Bomber Force. The responsibility for the atir defense
:1:d sea-nir reconnaissance of Northwest Afrien, as well as eontrol
over antisubmarine operations, shipping stﬁkes,ggaz%fz;igiﬁ%o-gmmd
recognition system, was assigned to Alr Vice Marshal Sir Bugh P. Iloyd
as commander of the Northwest African Coastal Air Force. At the
tizme of the invaslion the NACAT consisted of 242 Group RAF and certain
vnits of the XI1 Fighter Command, including its headquarters and head-
quarters squadron, as well as the 350th U. 5. Fighter Group.

In addition to the above the NAAF included an alr service command,
a training command, and a photographic wing. T%he Northwest African
Alr Service Commend consisted of the XII Air Service Command and the
Britlsh Eastern Alr Command Maintenanes Organization and was under
comuend of Brig, Gen. Harold A. Bartron at the time of the Sicilian
campalen. = To coordinste tha requirements of the Britigh and
American elements a Northwest Afrlcan Training Command was creatad

under Brig. Sen. John K, Cannon. The photographic needs of the Allied

-
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alr forces were provided for by the Northwest Africmn Photographic
Wing under command of Ool. Elliott Roosavelt whose priorities were
established by Headquartors NAAF in conjunction with Allied Forcs
Headquarters and Mediterranean Alr Commamd. To these commands was
added a fourth on 21 March 1943, when the Northwest African Alr Forces
Troop Carrier Oommand was activated under command of Brig, Gen. Paul
L. Williams.zg

Also under the Medlterranean Air Command was the Ninth Air Foroe,
which was the American component of the Middle Iast Alr Command,
From the evidence currently avallable it does not appear, however,
that Headquarters RAF Middle Iast and Headquarters Uiath Alr Force
ever functicned as a combined headquarters in the same sense a8 Heade
quarters NAAF., Close cooperation had been maintained from the firss,
but by the time of the Sieilian campaign only the B-24 groupe were
opsrating under the control of Maj. Gen. Lewis H, Brereton. The units
of IX Fighter Command were operating under the NAAT am follows: the
57th and 79th Fighter Groups were under Desert Air Force and the
324th Tighter Group was atiached to XII Alr Support Command: the 12th
and 340th Bomber Groups (i) were under Tactical Bomber Force,

At a meoting of 19 April 1943 at Headquarters Northwest Afriesn
Alr Forces, Air Chief Harshal Tedder, Gener;a.l Spaatz, Alr Marshal
Coningham, 4ir Vice !larshal Lloyd, Generals Doolittle, and Brereton,
Air Commodore Foster, and members of their staffs discussed the
development of detailed planning. After a brief sutline of what had

been accomplished and sn indication of the requirements for future
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planning, Group Csptain Pankhurst explained that either detailed plans
could be prepared on the NAAF level and completed plans handed down

to the commands or they could be made by the commands themnselves. It
was deglded that planning would be done on the level of ths subordinate
command., and 1f necessary, avallable planning personnel would be
turned over to 1'.}10,»1!:.2‘i The question of the responaibility for the
Tactical Al Force planning wae discussed with speclal reference to
the requirements of Eastern and Western Task Forces, Alxr Marshal
Coningham pointed out the danger of conceiving of the two task forces
ag separate entities, Ho indicated, for example, that it would be
impossidle to prediet the exact progress of the operation: one assault
mlght be more successful than had been antliocipated while another might
be vnsuccessful, in vhich case the bulk of the air forces would have
to be concentrated in one placs, In order to exploit to the full the
inherent flexibllliy of alr powar he felt that the Tactlecal Alxr Force
should exerclse centralized control over both operations, In accord-
ance with these suggestions a decision was made that TAY Headquarters
be rasponsible for both,folonsl Hlcksy representing the Western Task
Force snd Group Gaptaln Bennet, the Zastern Task Force.

During the course of the dliscuseion thore arose the guestion of
the method of handling the U, 5. alr force units from the Middle Zast,
General). Brereton stated that he considered unlis now part of the
Westrern Desaert Alr Force to be under the operational control of the
Tactical Alr Fores. The question as to whether units in the Middle
Yast, including two B-24 groups, should be transferred completely to

the N3AF was discussed, but no deeision was reached.

f Fog ow +
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Shortly after thisg mesting and during the sarly part of Hay,
Headquarters NAAF lgsued Alr Planning Memoranfum No, 2, entitled
"Procadure for Detatlsed Planning and Actlion Necessary to Hount Opera-

w25 The purpose of this memorandum was to define the

tion Husly.
responsibllities of the various unite partioipating in HUBKY and to
clarify to whatever extent possible the complex organizational set-uwp
of the Allled alr forces in the Mediterranean theater. The already
complicated organization of the Allied forces in the Mediterranean
became even more involved when special headquarters and planning staffs
for HUSZY were set up.

Allled Force Headquarters, retaining its normal funetions as the
sunreme uilitary commond in the theater, controlled in conjunetion
vith Hesdquarters North African Theater of Operations, U, S, Army
(NATOUSA) the allocabtion of transportation and the general movement
and shipping plan in Forthwest Africa. Force 141 was in the position
of & subordinate command and was set up by the naval, ground, and
alr commanders for planning and executive action during the preparatory
stages of HUSKY., Force 343 was the name given to the Western Tagk
Force during the planning stage. Wwith its headguarters at Qran, it
wag responsible for the Western Task Force detailed plan, the training
of western amsault foreces, and the productlion of loading schedules,
Force 545, located at Calro, Egypt, had similar responsibilities for
the Zastern Tasik Force. A table following p, 19 shows the channels

of communication at the highest levels of command.
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The sgency responsible for the formulation of alr force pollcy
on the highest lewvel, and for plamming and coordlnntlon of subordinate
. command requirements was Headaquarters Mediterranean Alr Commend. 1%
was this headquarters which issued the #"Outline Air Plan,® and which
by virtus of belng in close touch with the mllitary and naval planning
staffs issued subsequent lnstructions and amendments., It had mno
executive machinery, however, and all executive actlon had to be
taken tarough Eeadquarters VAAF, Headquarters RAF lilddle East, Fead-
quarters Finth Alr Force, or Headquarters RAF Malta, all of which were
to furnish wite for the Air Task Force, wnich was to carry out the
operation. Vithin the NAAT each command was to be responsible for
detalled planning and executive action to prepare for its particular
tasks in HUSEY, A-5 of NAAF was to De responsibdle for maintalning
contact with Force 141, liediterranean Alr Commamd, RAF Middle Zast,
Finth Air Forece, RBAF Malta, and as necessary, with the air sections
of Force 343 and Force 545 in matters pertaining to the general air
plan,
Flanning Memorandum No. 2 also listed various tralning cenbers
which had been, or were to be, set up for the combined operations.
One such cenbter was to be established in the Qudja area for the combined
training of alrborne troops and troop carrier units; others were deing
set wp at Bougie, Arzew, and Kabrit for the combined training of
British Army units being mounted in Northwest Afriea, U. 5. Army

formationa, and British Army units from the Middle Fast respectively.
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Zha Outline Alr Plan of ihe Northwest African Alr Forges
the "Plan for the Imployment of the Horthwest African Atr TForces
and Atteched Air Forces in Operztion 'Husky!! was iasuned in May, 26
This alr plan, which was based on the final assault plan, dealt with
generzl policies to be followed In the application of alr power and
with the specific miesione of the various components of the NALF, The
main ends to e ackieved were as follows:

1. The destruction or neutralization of the enemy alr forces
within range of fhe operations

2. Alr operations intended to prepare the way for the amsault
and assist 1lte execution

3. Support of navel operation
&, Proteetion of the asenult convoys
6. Support of the assawlt forces

6. Alr operatlons necessary to launch the paratroop attacks
included in the plan

7. Alr attacks on enemy ehipping and naval forces

8. The protection of Forthwest Africa and of eaptured areas of
Siclly ageinet air attack

9. Participation in the cover plan and in diverslionary opsra-
tions aimed nt keeping the enemy ailx forces as widely dis-
persed ag possible

The alr forces in the dddle Iast and Mualte were to share tasks

Rl to "4" and tasks ¥7" and "8," The responsibvllity for tasic "9
was to be shared aiso by the alxr forces in the Untted Kingdom.

The plan provided that at the eariiest possible moment after

the lxitlation of the mseault, a2ir forces sufficlent to provide local

protection for the ground and other forces engaged should be placed

i
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in Sielly, Prior to the sssault phase certaln uniis were to be moved
to Malta and durlng the asgault to operate from there:; others wers
to operate from Tunlsle durlng that period. Immedistely after the
capture of the airflelds in the southeastern arsa, wnite were to fly
into Sicily from both Malta and Tunisia.
The Alr Plen provided for four phases of operation as follows:
Fhase I, Prepaeratory Operations
Ao Period Irom end of Tuniglan campalen wntil D
mivue 7
B. Pericd from D minus 7 o D minus 1
Phasge II. Period of the Assault
Phase I1I, Period Covering the Attack on Catania

Fhase IV. Period Covering the Reduction of the Remainder of
the Islend

Since by mid-May the enemy had been cleared from Tunisla, the
preparstory bombing was to be initicted immediately. It was not in-
tended to apply more than ordinary pressure wuntil D minmg 7, since
many vnits needed rest and refitting and it was necesssry to avold
heavy losses during this period., Until about D minue 7, therefore, a
steady bubt relatively modest bombing program was to be undertalken with
the object of inflicting as much damnge as possible and of interfering
with any bulld-up of forces which the enemy might attempt in Sieily.
Targets during this phase would be the main German airdromes in
Sicily, Sardinia, and southern Italy, together with submarine bases,
communications lines, and industrizl plents. Apart from the alrdromes,

the more important targete would be Naples, Messina, and Palermo,
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During this saue perlod the movement of units of the Alr Task Force
vae to be largely completed and the torpedo bomber wnlte stationed
in Malta were %o be moved to Northweet Africa and the !lddle Zast to
malre room for then, 3By D minus 7 all uniis were to be deployed at
their BUSKY stations.

During the latter pert of the preliminsry phase, from D minus 7
to D minus 1 the Allied alr forces were to step up their offensive
agalnet the eneny alr force with the object of rendering it lipotent
to offer merious opposition to the projected landings., German rather
than Itallan-cccupled lending dromes were to be given primary atten-
tion. The selection of targets and the seale of attnels were, however,
to be constantly under review and might be changed as a resuli of
rhoto reconnaissance. It wae hoped thet by the end of the period a
marked redueiion in the eneuy's first-line strength, especislliy in
fighter aircraft, woulé be achieved, It was not contended that this
couvld be done by the bombing of alrfields alone. Ixperlence had shown,
however, that eventually such tactics had the effect of forcing the
cnemy to come up and fight, and 1t was then that heavy casualties
might be inflieted on him, Forecnstg had indicated that the GAT was
likely to be hard pressed to find reinforcemente, especially if
pressure on the Russisn front were coniinued at i1ts current intensity.
Accelerated alr activity from the Unlted Xingdom would impose an
additional heavy straln and meke it unlikely that the spemy could
reinforce the Hediterranesn theater without dangerously wealkening

hingelf elmewhere. The presumption was, then, tkat the enemy would
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Be wnzble 0 malntedn hie olr strenith at o cturdard hlgh enowsh to
be o decisive Lretor in the Slelliom battle.

Turirg thic s-ue perlod, the week vreceding D-dayr, tor scale of
r.ttach on commamientions lerding inteo Siclly wrs to be increnced,
Falerre, lecrire, snd Cotania vere tke moct Lmporiont of the Sicilian
worts and ere to be abbocxzed on a senle in reeordzvee with vhato
reconrclazonce results, At o propiticus tino re-r tho aprronch of
Deiny, n oraduti-conle Sor-omd-nizht atbtoe’s 1on to be dlreeted orninst
Ueosln. with the objeet of nrutrnlicinge 1t as o stwrly bage and a
chonnel for reinforcexents, COther rosd and reil cenmunications in
southern Ttaly .md Sieilly were to be attacled as rceonnals-ance dig-
closed profitable turgets, A1l novenent:s of the _ilr Tas' Ferce pra-
lizminury to the asssult nhece werc o De corpletel during tris period.

Liricg the cosalt phace tho bonlter effort wes stlll to e almed
at denying the glr to the euexy forcew, and enewy alrdremes i Siclily
vere to remaln the prirary targets, Any attamt, however, by tke eney
navel forces to interfaere vith the movenent of the convoys vas to be
luzediotely countered by indepencent olr nction or by ~ir szetion in
cooger: tlon vith A11ied navel forepa, In cddditlon, antisununrize
ectivitier vere to be inereased during thic peried. On the nizht of
T-duy=2 plue 1 ond throughout D plus 1 oifencive wlr sction wee to
te eoncentrated acsinst eneny clrflelds ozmd ~wrdngt Tnlermo and Jeceires.,
By D plue 1 it war exmeoted thet $he nirfield ot Fickinoy would be in
2111ed hends, and as soen as it wae in serviceadle condition seundrons
of the Alr oo Foree vovld be floun in from l:lis in cccordance with
the sehedule given inippenddz III. Addéitlioncl .irfieclds =t Ponde Qlive,

Piscarl, Couiro, and Llcata were to De in i1lied hupde by D plvg 2
o T A L
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or D plus 3, and this would permit a heavlier scale of attack on the
remaining enemy airfields. By thisg time also it would be necessary

. to prevent the enemy's reinforcing his land forces by attacking
communications centers serving the assault area.

Yhe responeibility for the protection of the assault convoys
agalnet eneny alr and submarine asctivity was divided as follows: Nas¥
was to be responeidble for those convoys which ealled from northwest
Africs, or which came from the westward; the RAF Middle Hast, for
those coming from the sastern Hediterranean, with some assistonce,
perhaps, from the NAAF for the last stage to Sleily., The Aly Plan
dlrected that a detsliled study of the convoy routes and stages be made
in order to insure adeguate cover with the mininunm expendlture of
alr effort.

During the assault period the primary aim of the alr forces was
to insure that the enemy did not lnterfere wlth groundé or navsl opera-
tions from the air, Until mastery of the air was achieved, the
bomber effort was to be concentrated for the achlevement of thie end.
Once the alm was achleved, however, the hombing effort could be
swltched to other targets, provided the enemy alr force remalned
impotent. Decause fighter sorties would have to be made from Malta
and Tunisia it would not be possible to offer strong fighter protec-
tion Tor the lond forces until airdromes on Sielily were coptured and

. made serviceable.
The types of direct assistance to be afforded the land forces were

as follows:

P ;
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1. 1If required, 1ight bombers and possibly medium bombers would
provide a smoke screen during the assault of the beaches,

2. Tactical reconnalesance alrcraft and light bombors were to
. furnish close cooperation with the land forces.

3. Vhen enexy alr had ceased to be e factor in tns operations,
eneny ground forces were to be attacked by offensive sweeps.

4. Medium and heavy bombers were to be used to provide imme-
diate assistance to the land operation provided:

&« The eneny aly forces had been rendered impotent, sand the
nornal targets for heavy and mediws bombers, such as
communication focal polnts, enemy concentrations, and
depotes behind the lines did not exist, or

b, The military situation was g0 precericus that all avella-
- ble alr power must be concentrated te retrieve it, or

¢. The enemy was in full retreat.

Norually, because of thelr vulnerability to ground fire, 1t was
coneidered wasteful to utillze heavy and medium bombardment in low
attacks against fleeting targets, since such attacks usually produced
only ephemeral resulis at hipgh cost, A twelve-~hour notice would in
general be required before attacks by medium and heavy bombere comnlid
be executed. The Alr Plan provided that a 1liat of kmown plvoial defense
positions and other eaplly identifiable targets in the assault areas
should be prepared in case it were necessary to dlvert the heavy and
mediun bombers to the immediate vicinity of the land operations. Zack
target was to be given a code number, and target maps were to be pre-
rared and distrivuted by FAAF,

. Duaring the third phase of the battle, the period covering the
attack on Catanla, it was assumed that alreraft would be operating
from Pachino (by D plus 2), Ponte Olivo (by D plus 2 or D plus 3),

S ?*f‘%ﬁ;
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The date of the capture of the alrflelds In the southwestern and
westorn part of Siclly, i.e., the nlrfields at Selacea, fastelvetrano,
Tropant /Milo, Borizzo, and Palermo/Bocea dl Fales, would of course
depend on the success of the inltial assauvita, If things went well
1% was possible that they might be in Allled hands by D vlus 14, The
additional airfisld copacity thue gained should ennble fighters and
fighter-bonbers to he movad into this area from the sonth, and light
bombers to be moved into Sieclly from Tunislz and Malta. With the
capture of Falermo it was thought that the enemy would be forced to
withiraw his alr forces either to the Italien mainiand or to Sardinia.
If the effective use of alrflelds in seuthern Italy could be denied
the enemy 1t was considered probvable that enemy alr activity would
be conslderably reduced owing to the fact that the dlstances involved
would mae flghter protection diffienlt. Further resistance would
probably be of brief duration.

The fall of Siclly would in all probability be a staggerlng biow
to Italian morale and it would be advantagecus to aggravate thias
slump by concentrating a heavy seriz] bombardment against industrial
targets on the Italimn mainiand. To this end the captured airfields
in Slcily should be developed with the uimost expedition.

The Alr Plan next dealt with the speolfic tasks to be performed
by the principal componenfs of the Northwest Africun Alr Torceg, In

generz) the Strategle Alr Force was to De responaible for the task of

exerting pressure on the enemy up to D minus 1; dwring phases II and III

the effort was to be Inionsified and contlnucus, Strategle Alr Torce

B ‘:ﬁ ' 2
AR (:‘ .
M-

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Headquarters was, from time to time, io issue much directives and
such special targets as the situation might regquire. Action to be
taken lmmediately was as follows:

1. A1l groups and sguadrons were to be brought up to and main-
fained at full mtrength.

2. All eaulyment was to e overhauled snd made serviceable.

3. New groups and sguadrons wers to be fully trainsd.

4. Sufficlent stociks of bombs, small arms ammunlilon, gasoline,

etc., wore to be osiadlished in the vielnity of ths opera-
tions bames %o cover the perlod from D minus 7 to D plus 14,

It wae the polley of the NAAR during EUSKY to concentrate the
fightere, 1lght bouders, and where possible, medium bombers as far
forward as possible. In view of thls general practice it was not
planhed to move the heavy bombers from their existing basss in the
Constantine area (Area 5 as shown on sketch map following p. 30 }. To
the extent that alrfield cepacity perzitted, medlum bombers were to de
located in the Cape Bon peninsula, othsrwise farther inland in the
neighborhcod of Soulks Ahras,

The directlve to the commending general of the Strateglic Alr
Force stated that if the situztlion demanded it, uwanlts of his command
night be placed under the gperational control of the Air Officer
Comnanding, Tactienl Alr Forece for specific operstions concerned with
the support of land operatlons and rsequiring close ecoordination with
Tactleal Alr Foree units. In the same manner, units of the Tactiesl
Alr Force nmlght Te placed under the commanding general of the

Strategic Alr Force 1f the sitvetlon reguired it.
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The role of the Northwest African Coastal Alr Force in HUSKY was
essentially defensive. Its responsidiliiy wes to protect fron air
sttack the Norihwest African territory as far eastward as the border
of Tripoll. Within thls same aren the commanding gensral was %o be
responsible for planning and econtrolling sea-air reconnaissance, anti-
gubmarine alr-sea rescue operations, and all sir gperations for the
protection of shipplng, Since these activities were to be coordinasted
with sluwilar activities carried on by the air forces in the Middle
Zaat, Malta, and Gibraltar,direct communication was authorized.

The Northwest African Tacllcal Alr Force was responsible for air
operaztions in clese coordination with the land end naval forces makling
the assault on Sielly and for the provision of an Alr Task Force to
operate in Sielly as soon as the requlslte airfields had been egtsb-
lished. The Alr Task Force was to ba composed of combat units of the
Tactical Air Force and 1ddle East Alr Force. During the time in whiech
they wore based on lalta, the squadrons of the Alr Task Force were to
be unler the command of the Alr Officer Commanding, RAF Malts, who in
turn would be under the gensral direction of the Commanding General,
NATAF. The units of the Tactical Alr Force not included in the Air
Tasiz Force were to be employed Min guch a memmner as to assist to the
grentest possible extent the agsault on Sicily and subgeguent opera-
tions by the lané forces. ne?

The Northwest Afrlcan Troop Carrier Commsnd, 1n collaboration with
the Army wnlts concerned and subject to dlrections issusd by HAAF,

was to develop further detalled plons for the paratroop and glider
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operations and to trala to a maximum degree of efiiclency the units of
the Troop Carrier Command for these operations. Arrangements wers to
be made for all unite to take part in comdined tralning and exercises
with the American and British alrvorne divisions. Officers were to
beappolnted by the commanding general to represent him on the staff of
the Combined Training Center, formed under the eoordination of the
Commending General, Flfth Army. After the initial paratroop operations,
this conmand was to be prepared to transport eguipment and supplies to
Slclly and to evacuste the wounded from the battle area.

The Northwest African Alr Service Command was required to undar-
talke the following tasks with regard to HUSKY: (a) provide the aguipment
necessary to bring unite of the NAAF wp to full strength; (b) insure
that all unite were supplied with expendable storss, technical spares,
etc., and that equipment was malntained at peak efficlency; (o) provide
the service command unite and complements reguired to proceed to Sicily
in the Air Task Force, and insure that those unite were adequately
tralned to carry aut their tasits; (d) insure that the expendable
stores and spares requirad hy the USAAY wunits of the Alr Tasls Foree
vere doliverad io the slrdromes in Siclly and that those requirad for
the RAF were deliversd to the ports or other points of off-loading in
Sicily; (e) establish in Slcily as soon as possible the normal supply
and maintenance service of USAAF units in Siclly. Since the accomplish-
ment of these tasls would require close collaboration with the opera-

tional commands, dirvect commmication with these commands was authorized,
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The Alr Administrative Plan®® for BUSKY provided that until the
rormel chonnels of supply were estzblished (probably not before D
plua 28), speclal arrsrgements were to be made for the provislion of
such expendable stores as gascline, bombs, small arms emmunition, and
oxygen. In general the plan was t0 send stocke with initial aly force
gromd parties and to build up by means of the follow-up convoys.
Since losses were certaln to be higher in the assault convoys than in
the follow-up convoys, a heavy bulld-up on the agsault convoys was noi
¢eened advlisable, On the other hand, siocks were to be Aivided among
the ghips of a convoy so that the loss of one ship would not immobilize
the air forces served by that convey. The loading of alr force supplies
wag to be undertalen at the location from which the convoy was to eall,
regardless of the origin of the particular units for which the supplies
were intended.

sireraft and crev replacements were to be available from Nortk-
weet Africa and from the }iddle Fast. DTuring the early stages of the
cperation only light repairs would be posgidle and the range of spares
would be linited. In ordexr to reduce the call for replacements to the
greatest extent possitle, a policy of cannibzlism was to be adopted,
i.e., the removel of servicesble parts from wnserviceabls aireraft to
repalr another, Frecautions were to be teken, however, to avold the
vaste of alrereft; a tally wes t0 De kept of a2ll parts reroved from
mserviceable airerafi since indiseriminste stripping might a4 a
later stage result in serious aceléents if the reroval of amall but

lzportant componerta was overlooked.
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Since spare engines would not be readily available in Sieily
during the ecrly steages, 1t was censidered desirable that all enginss
installed in orerstional alreraft should have completed less thon 100
hours of running time on D mimus 7. Particular attentlon wvas to be
pald to the overhauld and malntenance of alreraft dinghles and life-
saving Jjackets. During the initial steges, also, aviation gascline and
oll was %o be in four- or five-gallen cons, and units were to be
equipped for refueling accordingly., As soon as practicable, supply
wag to be by drums, and 1f poszible, in hullr., Refueling tanters were
ineluded in the unit equirment of tke Air Task Fores.

It will be rcealled that for the operation HUSKY the fighter and
medlun bomber groups of the Ilnth Alr Force were attached to NAAF,
only the five B=24 groups remalpipg uwnder the dlrect operationsl con-
trol of Maj. Gen, Lewlis H. Brerston, The speelal supply arrangements
between the Ninth Air Force and the Northwest Africen Alr Forces were
recapitulated in a secret ciphor message of 28 May 1943.29 Replace-
ment elreraft for the 57th, 79th, and 324th Flghter Groups were to be
shippell to Casablance or laker, and then flown to Tripoli and hended
over to the Timth Alr Force, proviied the shirplng space faken up was
not at the expense of NAAF requirerents. !v!ediw;: bombere for the l2th
angd 340th Groups were to be flown into Farrelesch and from there, under
FAAY arrangenents, to combat grouwps. ZIEffective 28 May the HAAF vas
to te responsible for all cleasmes of supply and maintenance for the
12tk and 340th Bombardment Groups (H) and for the 306th Service Group
uvpon its arrival in Tuniete,%C 411 classes of supplies for the 57tn,
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79tk, and 324th Fighter Groups, the 31LBth Serviee Group, 17th Air
Depot Group, and all other ¥inth Alr Foree uniie were to be the
responsibility of the Ninth Alr Fores until D plus 42, after whieh
they were to be supplied by NAAF as long as they remained in Si.cil:r.al

Before undertaking the invasion of Slelly the NAAF was to be re-
inforced by units, some of which would be permanently assigned and
others which would be detached for the period of the operation, The
conplete provisional Order of Battle of NAAF for HUSKY 1g glven in
Appendix I, Units operatlng from Nortawest Africa were to be ad-
ninistered through the normal charnels, sxtended to cover Tunisia.
Units detached to NAAF forces from the Middle Fest or Malta and operat-
ing from Northwest Africa were tc be supplied and mainteined through
JAAR channecls, and supplemented as necessary by spares, eguipment, and
rersonnel frou Middle dast and Malta, Fersomnel for squadron mainte-
nence (lst and 24 echelon in the case of U. S, wnits) were to move
with the units, but personnel administration was to remain the respon-
s1tility of the parent commemd. Uniis attached to NAAF forces from the
United XKingdom and operating from Northwest Africa were to be supplied
and meinteined through LAAF chamnels. Nquipment and a renge of spares
to cover the period of cperatione were to accompany or precede the
units froa the United Kingdom. Matters pertaining to personnel ad-
nintsiration were to be routed through HAAFT channels.

It will be noted that the plan described above dealt for the most

part with bread pollcies o be followed in the application of alr
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power but that it was not related in minute detall to the Army and
wavy plans. No advance ageurance, for example, was glven to Army send
Yavy commanders as to exactly how much support they would receive in
eny particular sector of the battle area on D-éay. In faet the Alr
Flan in comparison with the Navy and Army plens was likely to appesr
imprecise., To an extent this was necessarily the case. All commanders
were agreed that the primary function of the alr forces in all phases
of the atteck was the neutralization of the eremy alr force, & target
which could not be pinepointed in advance. Furthermore an operation
of the magnitude of HUSKY roguired a high dsgree of centralization of
aly force command which vae responeible for giving air cover for sll
sectors. It was foreseen that ore landing might go well, while in
another ares the ground sitvation might become extremely precarious,

in which cage it would be necessary to shift azireraft from one sector
to ancther. In view of this contingency the Air Commander in Chief
naturaily refused to allocate a number of alreraft to esch landing, for
to have done so would have sacrificed flexibility, the chief asset of
alyr pouwer,

Finally, the aiy planning for HUSKY was done wnder extremely diffi-
cult conditione. Unlike Army and Navy activities, large-scale alry
operations did not cease with the termination of hostilities in Tuniwria,
The reduction of Pantellerla represented s hecvy commitment for the
alr forces at a time when the Army and Navy staffs were fully engeged
in the planning and preparstion for EUSKY., The most experlenced air

foree officers were therefors not avallable to participate personally
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in consecutive and detailed planning during the early stages and were
naturally reluctant to delegate authorlty to less experienced repre-
sentatives. Recognizing these special conditions, Admiral Cunningham
in one of hig operations orders euphaslzed the fact that much of the
air support would be in the form of action agalnst enemy alreraft and
the bases from which they opersted and would be in many cases beyond

the horlzon of the forces benefitizg from such ection, @
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Chapter II
PRZLUDE T0 INVASION

Alr warfare is one of the most difficult depariments of military
history. A ground campaign usually hae a definite beginning end end,
and provided the necessary doguments are at hond, one can trece the
novements of a brigade, reglment, or army. In genersi, 14 is poscible
in dealing with land operatlions to state with reasonable precision what
the objective was and when and how 1t wae geined or lost, Alr opera-
tlons, on the other hand, especially those of the longe-range type,
usually consist of a series of sirikes ot widely scattered objectives,
Becaure they are continuous in thelr gpplication and relative in their .,
effect, it iz often difficult to say exactly vhen an air campaign began
and vhen it ended and even more Alfflcult to eveluaste precisely its
contribvution $¢ the attalument of the over-all objective, It is,
however, posslble to state the rezgong for meking a series of attacks,
t0 indicate the degree or intensity of the sffort, and in particular
cases to estlmate the extent of the damage on the btesls of pnotographic
interpretation and other gources of information., It is this zpproach
which will be used in connection with the preparatory air phase of
the Slclllan invasion.

Fron the alr point of vlew, when did the battle of Sicilly begin?
If extrenciy long-renge conclderastions were talken inte account 1t

right be pointed out that since June 1942 heavy boxbardment alreraft

37
IR




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

IS 38

of the USAAF had been making attacks on strategle targets in the
Hediterraneen area and in gouthern Burope, all of which had a cumu-
. lative, though indireect, effect upon the abllity of the Axis to pre-
vent the successful invasion of Sleily in July 1943, IFractical con-
slderations, however, would compel ug to date the preparation for
4USKY from the deterloration of Axls resictance in North Afries in May
1943, It should be borne in mind, nevertheless, that the end of Axie
reslrtance in Tunisla had no innedizate effect upon the direction of
the alr effort outside the battle ares. Bomberdment aircraft had been
striking at targets in Sicily, Sardinia, and southern Italy before
the end of the Tunteian campaign, and they continued to strike REDLY
of the game targete in preparation for HUSKY.]' There was, howsver,
a gradus) shift in aim and emphasis,
the directive issued to the Northwest African Strategle, Tactical,
and Coastal Alr Forces made 1t plain that one of the primary tesks
of a1l units during the preparatory phase, i,e., until about D mirus 7,
was the build-up of forces for the assanlt. All commanders were
ordered to see that units were refitted and brought up to maximum
e:t‘:t‘i.cz:\.em:.y.2 In order to allow time for rest and reflt and to avold
heavy losges, no zore tnan steady pressure was $0 be maintalned agsinst
the enemy until about D mimue 7. Targets, which were spread over a
. fairly wide area, were to be chosen mairly with the purpose of reducling
the enemy's power to offer resistance to the Allied assault or tc take any

offensive zotion vwhich would intérfers with the bulld—up of resources
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in North Africa. Definiang ¥sustainod effori" as one group mission
every thiri day, Gensral Brercton on 17 May 1948 issued a directive to
the IX Bomber Command stating that approxinately 30 days of sustained
effort wonld be muintained against the eneny in southern Italy and
Sicily with the object of neutralizing his war effort and defensive
meas‘ures.s Cperution Order No. 52, issued by Alr Headquarters Malta,
on 27 May 1943 stated that durlng the preparziory phass the single-
englned fighter sguadrons wers {9 bs emplored in meximum offensive
sction against ensuy air forces operating from Sicily. 1In addition,
fighters based in Malta wers %o provide the necessary close ssgcort or
flightor diversion for the atincks to be carried ocut by heary and medium

borhers based in Afrien,

Zeduction of ihe lsiands

A necessary prelimloary to the invasion of Sieily was the raeducw
tion of Pantslleria and the less imortant islands of Lanpadusa,
Linoss, and Laumpione, Not only dld these islands lle directly in the
path of lavasion But the powerful Freya radis dlrection finder stations
on Pantelleria and Laupedusa provided advanced listenlng posts from
vhich the movement of alrcraft over the central Hediterranean couléd
te detscted, wnile the ship watching stations could record the move-
ment of shipping., In addition, the airfield on Panislleria, belleved
to be capable of accommodating 80 single-sngine flighters, would help
to provide the ¢lose fighter support necessary during the iaitial stages
of the forthconing invasion, espacially to those forces landing on the
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beaches between Scozlitti and Licata. The zlrfields on Malta and its

satellite, Gozo, were considered inadequate for this purposo and those
. in Horth Africa were out of range.4 Other advantages to be gained
from the capture of theze islands were the facilltating of the passage
of convoys through the MHeddterranean and the securing of much-nesded
nazvigation points and bases for alr.gea rescue,

Dearite the wndenisble tactical advantages to be derived from the

capturs of Pantelleria, any unuanual expenditure of ammmition, ships,
or men couxld 111l be afforded at a time when every effort was being made
to bulld up resources for the major operation against Siclly. Fantelleria
Was believed to be well defended end manned by a garrison of 10,000,
a force which would sppear to be more than adejuate for an ares of
42,6 square miles. The morale of the defenders, however, vwas not be-
lieved %o be high; they know they wore lsolated, and they were no¥
hardensd to the torrors of intenaec bombardment. In view of these facts
General Eissnhowar gave orders on 9 May 1943 that an operation be
mounted to selze the 1sland, The plan am finally worked out was to
launch an intense serial attack against the islandwlth the iden of so
terrorizing and paralysing ite defenders that it could be selzed wita-
cut the use of ground troops. If, however, assanli troops were neces-
sary, the alr attack wonld enhance the posaibilities of guccess with a
minimm of 1093.5

Yo attesmt will be made in tnis account bto deal In detrll wilth

the sclentitically planned operations againgt Pontelleria since this
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is the sunject of a saparabte AAT study. It should be emnhasized,
however, that the reduetion of Pantellerlia by asrizl and naval bombard-
ment alone was ona of the pripelpal conbributions of the alr forces

. in the ultizmate victory over Slcily. During the period 8 Hay to 11
June, the day of surrender, the Northwest Afriesn Air Forces flew
5,208 sorties with a loss of only 4 alreraft destroyed, 10 missing,
and 16 danaged., On 13 Jun® Yampedusa and Linosa ylelded to demands
for surrender, wnile the following day Lamplone followed sult, The
capture of thesa isglands elsared the invasion path to Sielly and furnished
the first example of the power of intenge nir bomburdmeant ¢+ induce
surronder. Genera) Elgenhower in his report of the operations saild:
"Valuable though the contribution of the Navy had been in silencing
individual batteries and strong points, 1t was the saturation bombing
of the Alx Force which wrought general havoc amongz the defensss and
broke vhat 1lttle will $o fight the enemy possessed. u®

In addition to the tactleal advantages derived from the possession

of Fzntelleria, inwvaluable experience was gained by all who participated
in this oparation, which amounted to a sort of dress rehearssl for
HUSEY. Although it waz not expensive in alroraft, the operation did
cut deeply ints the Allled supply of exmlosives at precisely the

time the air forces warae attemnting to bulld up the bombing potential

at Tunisian bases to support the invasion of Si.cily.7 Deanite,
. hoveyar, the unusually heavy denends of the campaign against Pantelleria,

on 18 Juns the Northweet Afrdican Alr Forces reported to General
Yisenhower's chief administrative officer that after initial difficuities

the bulldwup was procesding satisfactorily.®
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Attacks Agalnst Fpemy Alrilelds to 2 wlous 7

The elimination of Pontellerin and Lampedusa cleared the way
for concentration ox bombing preparstory to the invasion proper. As
hes already been polnted out, the Alr Plan dld not envisage more than
stcady prossure wp to D mimug 7. The bomber effort, furtherrore, was
t0 te dlstributed over a wide area in order to deceive the enesy as to
the maln polnt of attacl:.g Hevertksless the primsry targets were to
be the wedn enemy alrfields in Sielly, Sardinia, and southern Italy,
in addlition to poris, bases, and lines of communications in the sene
areas. Demling first with the attacks agalnst eneny alrfields, North-
vest Afrlcan Strategle Alr Torce was to concentrate on the western
Sicilian and Sardinian sirdromes, while the IX Bowber Commsnd was to
concentrate 1ts efforts on the alriromes in the eastern part of Sielly
snd other targets in the eastern liediterranean.m

On 12 Juno, the day afier the fall of Pantelleria, the Northwest
Africon Stretegic Alr Force carried out a particularly devastating
attack: on the airflields a$ Castelvetrano and Bocca 43 Falce, At the
latier fleld, which wes sttacked by 39 B~17's, there were €9 aircreft
on the ground at the time of the attack, PFlotoe revealed bursts cover-
ing the entire airdrome and diepersul arez:s =ad among ailrcraft parked on
the perimeter of the fileld. Forty-six airceraft were seen in the ares
covered by the 'bm‘sts.n Even more destrvetive rasults were achieved
by the 34 B~17's which atiacked the alrdrome at Castelvetranc. Photos
showed 87 alreraft present durlpg the time of the rald, with burste

starting at the south and extending north along the perlmeter tracks,
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ihrough the dispersel areac, end acrors the landing ground. There
vere 14 alroraft within the area of the burste end elght others within
effective range of froguentation bsm'tm.:"3

Strilkdng at Sicily's eactern arvea, Iiberetors of the IX Bomber
Comzend hit the airdromes at Cateniz and Gerblni on 12 June., The 22
B-24's of the 98th Group which attacked the alrdrome at Catanis
dropped 61 tons of bombs on the hangar area and the main runway. At
Gerlinl, which was atiacked by 24 B-24's of the 376th Group, the dig-
persal arsas were covered by bomb bursts, three enemy aireraft about
to teke off were blowr up, and fires and exploslons were caused in
practically every part of the fial&.lz Comligo alrfield suffered ite
heaviest damece in June as a result of a ralé carrled out on the 17th
by 23 Idberators of the 376th Group., A direct hit was reperted on one
hangar, while the rumuny and area east of the fleld were covered by

rite, 1%

This operstion was followed by a night attack conelsting of
seven Halifax and four Iiberator sorties. A list of teleprinter sig-
rals from Italuft {o German Air Headquarters in Fome, eapiured after
Allled occupation, testified to the effectivenese of these misslons
o8 follows: "8 June--Uomimo only servicezble for emergency night
landings. . + . 1S June~-Comigo, keep to runway, take great care in
taxying, bomd craters. . . ."15

Turing tke latter part of June & part of the air effort of the
IX Bomber Commend was shifted to alrdrome tergets in Greece. Cn the

24th, 49 B-24's of the 98th and J76%iL Groups attacked the Sedes alr-

drome in Selonika. Fhotos taken during the rald showed 211 three
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hangare on fire, as well as portionc of the dlsperssal aress, On 28
June, 2¢ Iiberators of the 98th Grovp carried out an atiack against
the fleusls alrdrome ln the Athens area, Direct hits were reported
on three large hangere. On the same day 22 E-R4's of the 376th Group
gscored direct hite on the Enleuskl alrdrome., fhe runway and dispersal
areas ware well covered wiikh bursts. 16

In waking these attacks on eneny alrdrcmes the IX Bomber Command

used formetions of 24 plames divided Into A ard B aections.“

Each
gectlon contained two flighte of six planes, and each flight conmisted
of two elecmente of thres planes. The flight procedure, congldered
most adventagegus 10 combat fighter oppositlcn, conslasted of echelon
of flighte, echelon of eloments within flights, and 7 of elements.
Zefore belng dlepstched on a micelon sgaingt alrdromes, each flight
was briefed on a definite target. One flisht would, for example, ba
glven the hangar and adninistratlon area, while another would be
asslsined the dleperssl area., Tue type of bormbs carried depended on
the tarpet assigned. Yor hongars end installotions the S00-pound
American (2 bomd was conslderad the best, while both the 10C.poung
dexolition Lomb and the 20-pound fregmentation bomb in 12C-pound
clusters were used succezsfully sgainst disperssl areas, Five-hunidred-
round end 100-pound hombe were ususlly fused with inatantareous nose
and ,045 second tell delay. ‘The S00-pound bormbs wers usually dropped
in trein at 75-foot inlervale with the flret bowd bursting silghtly

short of the tazrget area, while frspmentation bombs were toggled as
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fast as poesible. fLhe borbardler of the lead ship with elemente of
three would sight for renge and deflection while the other bomtardiers
slghted for range only. 18

Pliote of the B-24's of IX Bomber Command felt that in order to
take adventage of the sun the best time for attacks on ememy airdromes
was noon, Attacks so tlmed also seemed to have consistently surprised
eneny defencses. In fact, it was found that antizireraft opposition
of enemy alrdromes was less intense than that encountered in attacks
againet herbors and port facllities., Fighter opposition varied but
usually it was found to be lecs formldable on tide type of mission than
on others in which the IX Bomber Command engeged. General Brereton
felt that the real significance of the operations of the Ninth Alr
Force preparstory to the lnvesion of Slelly lay in the fzet that heavy
bombardment could effectively neutralize from hish altitades enemy
alrdromes which were beyond the range of mediwm and light ‘bom’bera.lg

Yespwhlle, in accordance with the prearranged plan, componente of
the Northwest Africam Alr Forces ccntlnned their efforts againet the
western Slcillan and other airfields, One of the heaviest attacks
carried out by medium bombers during the preparatory period was made
on 1% June azalast the Borlzrzo and Sclacca alrfields, Seventy-two
mediums dropped 2,382 x 20-pound fragmentation and 264 x 310-pound
bozibg on the Selaces airdrome. Borb-strike photos showed the target
area well coversd by bomb bursts, tut the quality of the photos and

lnsufflcient coverage prevented an estimote of the atreraft danaged
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or dsstroyed, Thlrty-six B-26's of the 319th Group dropped 3,816 =
20-pound fragmentetion bombs on Borlzzo from an altitude of about
11,000 feet., 4t least 12 ailrceraft were in the area covered by the
carsts on thig air&rome‘m On the sane day, 15 June, the heavies
agaln plastered Castelvetrano and Bocea df Falco. During the course
of the week 12 to 18 June, irclusive, 220 tone of bombe were dropped
on Bogca di Faleo, 163 toms on Castelvetranc, 78.4 tons on Selacea,
76,2 tone on Bordzzo, and 72,6 tons on the Trapent/iilo airdromes.-:

During the following week, 19 to 25 June, the NAAF atiacks were
concentrated on industrisl targets, ard attecks against airflelds were
ccneequently on & reduced scale. Castelvetrano, Borlzzo, and Trapanti/
1ilo were, however, visited with loade of 40.5, 22,8, and 15,2 tons of
borhbs, respectively.zz Doring the attack of 20 June on Borizzo the
enery made an unsuccessful attempt to carry out "alr to air"” bombing
of the I-iamuders.zs The operations of the weelz 26 June to 2 July were
characterized by the "round the clock® nature of the bombing, The
attecks of the B-17's, B=-25's, and B-26's were supplenented by those
of the Wellinglons, which made 348 sorties by night.m’ The most cone
centrated atback against Slcillan airfields oceurred on 30 June, when
nearly 200 sortles were made agalnst Sclzcca, Bocca di Falco, Borizzo,
end Trapeni fMile. Indlcative of the damage wrought was the signal of
30 June frem Italuft to Gersan Air Headquarters in Rome: "Trepani
closed for all classes of alreraft owing to bomb craters. 25

Although the main welght of attecks was on the Sieilian airdromes,

after the fall of Pantelleria, the Ssxdiniat sirfields received attention
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aleo., As a result of the heavy attacks which had been launched against
the Sieillsn airfields in ¥sy and ezrly June, the oneny's bowber and
reconnal ssance alrcraft had been largely witkdirawn to other bases.
The attack vwas renswed, however, on 24 Juno by 36 B-24's of the 32lst
Group which bombed Venafiorita, staxrting five fires and silencing
cne flak posltlon.aﬁ This alrfield was now being used as a base for
fighter and transport aireraft. A follow-up attaclk was made on 28
dune by 112 mediums making eimultanceous attacks on Alghero, Deeimo-
wonnd, Milie, and Vennfiorits again., In each case a good pattern of
bombs was lald down, and at Alghero and Venafiorita tke hangars were
left burning,

atinclke on Forts, Bages, and Lines of Communicstion to D minue 2
During and immediately following the perlod of intensive operations
againet Pantelleria, Allled attacks agalnst enemy porta, bases, and lines
ol communication were on a reduced seale. It is probable, however,
that the full of Pantelleria indicated to the Axds that Siclly was next
on the Allied timetable; therefore any atiterpts by the Axis to rush in
troops and supplies to meet the threatened invasion had to be frus-
trated by a borbing pregrem ageinst certain focal points. These focal
points included the llessine bottlenecr, terminal ports on the
Tyrrhenian sea--chliefly Lanlea, Palermo, and Trapani--railway mar-
shalling yerds at these ports and along the western coaset of the
Italian boot, cnd the smaller ports in southern and eastern Sielily

between which coastal traffic was plying, &7 During the pericd 12 to
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80 June alroraft controlled by the NAAF carried out 317 heavy and 566
medlun~bomber scrties, while IX Bomber Command sent out 107 effective
portles afainst these targets with the primary object of nullifying
any effort to relnforce Slcil;r.za

The chief communications target at which the bombing effort was
directed was the Messina botilemeck. As the principal enmtrepot of
Sieily, Messina was estimated to have a practical clearance capacity
of betweenr 4,000 and 5,000 toms per day, Palerro, the next port in
polnt of slze, was rated at only a 2,500~ton eapacity per da.v.zg Six
traln ferry ships were reported to be plylng between Hessine, which
had four terminals, San Glovannl on the malnland with 1ts two terminale,
and Hegpdo with ore terminel, Following a nlgnt attack by 10 Wellingtors
of 205 Group RAF, 76 3-17!s of the 97th, 99%h, and 301st Bombardment
Grovps struck the Messina ferry and marshalling yards on 18 June.
"T'emerous hits™ and "several fires" were reporited in the area which
included the ferry building and slips, the clitedel's military stores,
rallrozd yards, the power sistion, and industrial 1nsta11atione.3°
Thie misslon of the heavies was supported by one diversionary sweep
over scutnern Sardinia by a force of 44 ‘farhawks and snother sweep by
86 Spitfires froa Faltu over sirdromes and antiaireraft defenses in
the south of Sicily.'?'l The Jellingions followed up the attack of 18
June with several night ralds; and on 25 June an air armada of 130
B-17's of the 24, 97th, 99th, 2nd 301st Growps pounded Messlna with

mdre than 300 tons of bombs dropped on the ferry siip, railroad
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yerds, dock installatlons, warshouse areas, and other targets. Recone
naigsance photos talen afteor the misslon showed a 400-foot merchant
. vesgel damaged and several fives, one within the wmain rallway station.sg
Fhotographie reporis revoaled that the folloving damnge was infllcted
upon Hesaslna durlayg the period 29 Iy throush 25 June: on ths Hoolr,
buildings in the nava) establishment had been gutted and barrack
bulldings damaged by explosions; among the rnilrond tracks and mar-
shalling yards there weve seven or elght poimts of damnga, including
tracics desbtroyed and rolling stoch: deralled; the goods statlon had
recelvad direct hits and the goods sheds had been destroyed; the repailr
gheds bordering the rallrusd to the cast and west hod been gautted; in
the barbsy a merchant vessal had recelved further damage; in the town
there ware approxinetely 35 points of danage, consisting mainly of
tulldings partially destroyad by direct hits or severely dansged by
f:!.re.sa
Cn 19 June, from thelr Cyrenzlcan bases, 23 B-24's of the 98th
Croap bombed Resiiodl Calabrla, while 18 B-24's of the 376th Growp
strmigic at San Glov.axnl on the mainland side of the Strali of Messina.
Fhotos talzon durlng the atfacl on Rezglo showed the target area well
covored by vursts, with a diract bit and a nsar miss on the operating
geaxr of the truin ferry and a possidle bit on the engine sheds, Co-
ordinnted with thls attack by Ninth air Torce Iiberators was an offen-
. sive gwesy over Sleolllan alrdromes by Malta-based Spltfires, Simtlar

attacks on Regglo and San Glovanni were rojeated on 21 J‘una.sq‘
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In addiilon to the targeis constltuting the prineipsl lianec of
cormunication betwesn the island and the mainland, other targets in
Sielly and southern Italy racelved attention, On the night of 16-17
June, nine Vellingtons of 3Z) Wing visited the port of laples and the
merghalling yards with three 4,000-pownd, 10 x 1,000-pownd, 28 x 500~
pound, cnd 16 x 250-pound bombs,SS Following another night attack on
20~21 June, 28 B-17's of the 99th Group and 29 B~17's of the 23 Group
caunsel several fires in the oil refinery, ths royal arsemal, and
torneds :t‘actory.36 In an attemt to interrupt transportation down
the Doot, B-25's of the 310th and 321lst Growps siruck on the same day
at rallwsy marshalling yards at Salerno, scoring seversl hits on the
Tallroad trestle and yards and at Battipaglia, where 25 hits nut out
of comuisslon all the approaches to rallusy sidings.s? The mediume
wera escorted on this mission by P-38's of the 2d and 823 Fighter
Groups. The following night 20 Wellingtons carried out a migsion
against Salerno, dropplng in additlon to thelr regular bomb load more
then a mlllion leaflets.aa

A largs heavy-bomber mlssion against the industrial and trans-
rortation conter of Leghorn in northern Italy was made oz 28 Juae.
Hinetyr-seven B-17'e of the 2d, Octh, 99th, ond 30Lst Grows dropped
a total of more than 261 toms of bombs, Most of the damage wrought
wae concentrated in the induetrial area to tke north of the town where
sevaral plants and railvsad sidinge were hit., The Italian-American

petroleun company was reported severely damaged; while hits were made
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on the ckemicul voriis, copper sucliers, torpelo fietorr, coticn mill,
art wadn railiey sictlon.  Loninst this lorge bouwler forsotion only
ono onoly plene grreored to offer buttle, ond 3t wur dviven off. o~

esuntering only luaccurrte herwy £lnln over the target, all the plones
39
refturred $o thelr boses viiktout loo~.

Auong, Tieilien basee abtueled, In wddition o llessiza, muy be
wentloned o niht attaelr of 23-34 June on the wirshulling yords of
Cotonle ond induwoirlzl area of Lients by nine wellingtone of 230
uing, D 1ogt of tre bozbe were belleved to hove fallen in the target
area cxd el ht fires were observed, (n 20 Jure 20 3-17's of the 28
rnd 301lct Croups attected Palernme, cawalng ducy~e tou the oll stor:ze
ingiallotlons, the rellusy station, ard the soutbern znd eastern aTES
of the ol :‘,'1‘1

The nein velght of Allied effort sgulnet Sardinlem porte and
taces ceeurred in Loy pefore ke intensive oy erations aondnst Pontellerds,
In additlon to telns zn air bare, Suréinin waa importunt beccusc of
the surplles of cond, lecd, and zire ubieh it furndched to Italian
lpdustry, ofbcr the Znll of Pantclleriz, attoeze on Surdinlen bages
vere receved. Cn 13 Jurme there were tio nbboccco covdpnet Sardinden ports,
one by three forubions of T-00G': mcmrtc%/r?o Fu38Vs gyrirst Olbig
declic ard shlpnin,- and cnother by 80 3-25%s ezeorted by 36 Fu38!g

40
nogednst Galfe sooned, S the Intter ploee th: jetty ond uvarcbouscs
vera rdt, ond neor misces were =eored om tue ucéiun-~sired merchons
voerels ne~r tha nicr, Thotor tslien the duy folliecidny the atize: on

Qlbio revenlcld that the couxereizl mole, once the prielral facility

“—
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for debarkaticon of Sardinia‘'s supplies, had been rendersd “complaetely
upeless,® A mediwn merchant vessel, which wox s%1ill burning at the
time the phobographs were iaken, tlocksed tiir north side of the doek
at the end of the commersial mole, 45

Although on a reduced scale, attacks on Sardinlan ports and bases
vere continued through June., DOn the nights of 22-83 June and 24-25
June Welllngtons vislted Olhla, causlng fires and explogions in the
marshaliine yards, town area, and docks.% On 24 June 36 B=25'a of
310t Growp drovped 26 x S00-pounl bombs on the shipping and shore
installations at Golfo Aranci.?® Cn the same day 44 P-40's of the
325¢%h Flighter Crowp carrioed out a very successful fizhter sween over
Sardinla, A% Conotorra landing ground three ocut of 20 Italisn air.
eraft were destroved on the ground; the railrozd station snd two trucks
were serlously damaged at linddslenz; whils in the Gulf of Cagliarl o
100-Toot boat wnd a two-masted eailing veesel were loft buraing. The
P=10's were attacked by a Lorantlion of aboub 16 Ne-109's and Me-202's
which ware in turn attacked by the top cover vwhich claimed five of the
enomy plomes destroyed and three demagad.46 On the nights of 30 June~
1 July and 1=-2 July Welllnghons of the 331 Wing carried out attacks
on the nmain railway station and barracics at Gagliari.‘w

The main targets attacked by the NAAF during the period 12 Juue

to 2 July end the intensity of the effort are shown in the following

takls. 48
Targsis Attacks Total ielght
(Tons)
Hessina 11 829,3
Leghorn 1l 261.32
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Iaxgatg Attagka Tofal Welght
{Tons}
Naples 4 189.2
Palarno 3 182.9
Golfo Aranel 3 172.0
Cagliari 4 166.3
Ban Glovannl 1 166.3
Olbia 5 127.0
Salerno 2 66,5
Chilivant 1 49.5
Battipaglia 1l 42,9
Catanin 1 20.5
Licuta 1 2.0

Foeny alr opposition to the preparatory bombing phase through
30 June weg characterized mainly by an inconsistency both in quallty
~nd quantity. As night be expected, the greatest number of fighters
wers encountsred over northeastern Siclly and southern Italy sinece
tha enemy had resorted morc and nore to the use of his flghter bases
at Regglo @i Calabria, Bari, Brindisi, Qrotone, and Gapodichine., Due
ponsibly o the fact that the eneny wes saving what remained of his
dwindling force for more crucial fubure operations, the few attacks
on norithern Italy met only slight opposition, The mass attack on
Leghorn of 23 June, for example, met negliglble opposition, Turing
the period from mid-llay through 30 June the Smerican bombers, accord-
ing te one report, shot down 62 enemy fighters with a loss of only
aeven.49 In addition, however, a faw bombers erash-landed and &
conalderable number were damagzed. The heavy bomber groups of the IX
Bomber Command which carried out attacks agsinst eneny airfields,
poris, and bages ocluimed 41 enenmy fizhiers destroyed without suffering

any 1053.53
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During the praparatory vhasze of HUSKY, as indeed throughout
the entire operation, Maliam played zn lmportant role. At one time the
most beslersod island in the world, Malta by the spring of 1943 had
been transformed into an effeciive base for offemsive operations
aéainst the Axls, fThig transformation may he aecounted for by thraee
main accomplishuents., (1) By June 1943 the work of improving the
existing clrdromes and comstructing lendlng strips capable of housing
and operating up to 26 squadrons of flghters was completed. During
Jung, aleo, the U. S. hmyfengineers suecaedad in construeting in the
record time of 20 days a landing strin capable of accommodating three
additions]l squadrons of fighters on lalta's satelllte, Gozo.5l (2) The
island wag stocked and provided with adequate stores, supplies, spares,
and accessories necessary for the operatlon and maintenance of sn air
force of the size indicated above. (3) Existing RDF etations were
improved and additional statlons set wp. Fighter control facllities
were expanded by the sddltion of a new fighter control room hewn out
of the racit and a new snd larger filter r:.tm:a.s2

These improvenents made it possible foar the reinforeing squadrons
schoduled for HUS:: to move inm by zbout 10 June and o devote the
rest of tho monin {0 brinzing both personnel and equipment wp to
eombat efficlency. Xew squadroms were gradunlly conditioned to
onerating over the sea and over the terraln where the batile was tn

be fought. Halta-based alrcraft were not engaged exclusively in

v 4 [y
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preparation and tralning, however, for both the origlnal garrison and
the new arrivals were steadlly employed against the enemy. During
the periol fron the end of tne Tunlslan campaign up to D minus 7 a
large purl cf the eifort was Jdevoted to cover and close escori work
for the boi: ors of the NAAF and the Finth Air Force. lalta-pdasgsd
alrcraft provided fighter escort for all attacits within a 100-mile
radine of the island and furnished fighter diversion for many atbacks
on targets beyond that raﬂ.ius.ss In addlition, offensive sweeps were
carried out and Spitfire bombers added their welght to the onsiaupht
agalnet enony alrfields in southern Sicily., The inportance of the
guall lslands in the central liediterranean ean be gauged fronm the fact
that by the tine of the invaslon, 38 squadrons with approximately 670

firat-line aircraft were concentrated in Malta, Gozo, and Pan"u'eil.le!»‘i-a\.-54

Brelizinary Reconpalssance
The Alr Plan for the invasion of Sicily stated that the fucks of
the Northwest Africen Feconnsigsance Wing would be "continuous and
exacting, both during the preparatory phase and while the operzticns
were in progress, 655 0n 1 Marek a detachrent of the 12th Photo Recon-

nalrcance Squadron was sent to Malta to assist 245 Wing BAF in the work

of mappling the wkole 1slend of Sielly in preparetion for the invasion. 56

Thie wnit also supplied speclel reports and photographe for the
plennlng staff of Yorce 141, The other photographiec wnits of the

Torthwest Afrlican Feconvelesence Ting, including the 5th and 185th
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Americen Sguadrons continued to funetion frxem Tioxrtk Africe. Col.
E114o0tt Lcosevelt, comxenting officer of the wing, estiuated that
approximately £00 mlsslcns were flowr in preparzticen for RUSKY, b7
The entire ares of 12,000 square miles of Sleily wes mapped, a mozalc
peasuring 19.6 x 12.5 feet belng profuced to the sesle of 1 to 50,000.
Thir accouplisktment is 211 the more remykeble when it ias considered
thot durirg the winter and spring of 1243 the unltes were engaged in
the Tunleisn caapalsn and the mein strength of the Axis aly forces in
ihe Fediterranean aves was located in Sieily. Colonel FRooeevellt és-
timnted thet ot more than one-tenth of the &0 mlrelone wus accompllghed
wltkout interception, Furthermore, areas such ag Palermo and Trepani
vere heavily deferded by flei instzllations waleh, by the use of thelr
Ttox~tyoe barrages, were considered accurate uwp to 6,000 feet.sg
In sddition to the recomnmglssence work required by t!ie planning
steff, mizslons were perforned also for the air and navel forces during
the preparatory peried., The naval requirerents included photographs
every day of all important ports in the Hediterranean area fronp
Glbreltar to tke eastern part of the Adriatic (from Corfu on & line
directly down to Tripoli} and twice a day of the mejor ports in which
the Itulian fleet was located, imcluding Spezia, Ieghorn, and Genos,
in addttion te sll ports in Sieily and southern Italy. The sualler
ports which lay betwaen lerger shirping ceniers and which could be
used only by coastal craft were photographed at least once a weelt.
Ports in southern Ifaly whick might be uged to reinforce Siclly were

glven perticular attention and were covered once a day. &

- ’ —t

LAY

' THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

P TR 57

For the alr forces the Fhotographie Wing wus required to cover
all sirdrowes in the Mediterranean ares up to the 40th parallel in
Furopes and to 1C0 mlles east of the ecactern shore of the Adrlestie, an
erea inelvding all alrdromes in Slelly, Italy, Sardinia, and Corsica.
Cnce a weel the recomnziecance sguadrons were required to photograph
21l aixdromes within 2 four-hour period in order to get an exact
reading on the location of Axle alr power 2t & glven tin:a.eﬂ Accord~
ing to Colonel Loosevelt, the Axle strength as revealed by photo
reconnalesance of the alrdromes never varied mors than 6 per cent
from the estlmates of Axis strength based on all other sources, XHe
felt thab this differential covld be acecounted for by the faet that
there were alvways some alrcraft in the.alr at the time the photographs
were teken., Harbors, industrisl areas, and cormumications lines, in
addlticn to the alrdromes, were photographed to provide information

&
for the Strotegle Alr Force in the selection of targets, 1

Rols of ihc Foxrtbwest Africen Coastsd Alr Foxce
duxdng the 2raparatory Period

At the time of the reorganization of the 4Allied air forces in
Dorta Africe on 18 February 1943, the Torthwest African Cosstal Alr
Force was forned to take over certein dutles inelvding cosctal defense,
convoy protection, shipplng strikes, antisubmarine activity, general
reconnalssance, and air—sea'rescue dutles in the westorn and central
Hediterranean vhlch had been formerly carrled on by the RAF Emnstern
Alr Commend end the USALF XII Fighter Commend, Diversity of personnel,

equipment, and type of operation charscterized the Goastal Alr Force
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fror the Teglmnlrs. Brondly encsklna, ltn fuaction esn be descrlbed
e ike exercire of rir wmover i close coownerablon witl cee mower over
botk friendly and Loctlle sen router no vo o eo.arnd the air over
trese routes, IZesentisrlly defensive in Cunetlon, the Corstel Alr
Torce hrce “Leo =n oftenslve vole, n-rely, 1o disrant cxd deetrov Like
eneryla suemlies befors trey onald rvesch itholr destlariion, There
veried functliozs vere srercised over = vrzd aren extending franm
Cornblrnea to the tordsr oi Wriwsli, Aumng the twvres of slrerafd
ermloved uere the Snitfire, Lighislng, Beonflskber, Blzck Wldow,
Jellin~ton, Yelrag, Liveratcr, Foritrece, cond Albseore, From tine to
time unite of the USAAT, RAF, FAY, SAAF, R.f:.&.?,cinci the Brezllisn Alr
Forece rewe Toen included ia Conrt~l Llyx Foree, -

At ko tire of its orgroisablion the Corrtel Alr Force hed o botrl
of 12 cournfrong, <even of viich vere USALT ernda the roosivier RaF rad

.
ShLE, Bv the tire of the irnvecion, however, the Copstel Alr Foree
hrd rore tira double Lo aushoer of orizinsl unliis, there belng 23
sourdrons, 11 of tvhich were Averdcen, 24 RAF rnd €LAF, red 3 FAT,
Tre 2~ericrn wrdte lncluded the 524 Flabber CGeoun, consisting of the
24, 4th, rnd 8th Flehter Sevsdrouws f1xios Soitfiren; the tlet Fighber
Groun, consiotin: of the 9let, 924, rnd ¢33 Fighter Squedrons flylug
P-32er Lze BE0%n Pirkter Geoun, conristing of 1ke 345ih, 7461k, cnd
RAPEh Flzuber Soucdrons Ffiying P-39'g; end 1rt cnd 3¢ Aatisuboucrine
Seusdroas Tiving B-Pdéle,  About tr~ [rst of Julr the 4lath pnd 416th

Tight Fighter Soursrons arrlved ia Tsrth sfrics froem Jnglend, 1n-idng
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a totel nuxber of 13 Americen sguadrons in the Coastal Alr Force, The
night fighter sguedrons, however, did not fiy thely first operastional
pigsions wntil sbout the middle of July, and hence did not participate
in the operations preparatory to HIISKY.64

In the table on the following puge there is a statistical summary
of the metivities of Americsn unite of the Coagtal Air Force from 24
June to 14 July 1943,

In genersl 1t may be saié that the fvll coatridution of the NACAT
cannot be measured alone in terns of ships smk or alreraft destroyed.
Largely through its efforts, however, the nerchant navy was able to
build up without sericus molestation the great reservoir of supplies
necessary to launch the invasien, and the greatest awphibious force
ever asserbled down to that time was ferried to its objective without
seriovs interforence from enemy submarines or alrcraft, Also, the
continual threat to the enery!s supplles and ships undoubtedly caused
& great diversion of his alr and surface forces at a time when ke
needed to conserve every ouvnce of his strengtia to counter the main
slow.

Cne of the main responsidilities of the HACAF during the prepara-
tory phase of the Sicilian campalgn was the escorting of convoys through
the Mediterranean., DIuring June, slthough convoye passed almost deily,
the enermy mede faw abtierpts to attack them. During the assawlt on
Pantelleris = motor torpedo boat znd a water carrier were destroyed,

and on 26 June the enemy nade a determined attempt o destroy an east-

BN WL
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bound convoy as it passed Ccype Ton on the tip of Tunisla. The NACATF
flghter protestion wes rendy, however, and although over 100 enemy
Pleves inelvdlng Ju-88's, Cant 2-1007's, and Fi-109's made repoated
attecrks begiming in the aftercron and continuing through the night,
no serious deanopge was inflicted on any vassel. According to their
report day sad night fighters destroyed six eremy alreraft, damaged
several, ant caused many of the eremy alrcraft to Jetilison their
benbe before reaching their te,rget.e5 During the nine dsys precoding
10 July alreraft of the NACAF flew a total of 1,426 eortier on convoy
egeort duty. Ca 8 July 160 fighters, incluvding 90 Spitfires of the
6zd Iighter Group, furnished continwome proteetion to five conveys in
the Tmlse-lantelleria ca.raaa.66 On @ July, 61 fighters of the 8lst and
J8Cth Grovps gave alr cover to three conveys continuvously from Oran
t2 D41030111.%/ Tome of these convoys was molested by the enemy.

As a motter of fzot the emeny devoted most of his bomber effort
to attacks on harbors during June and July 1943, Fvery Allied port
Trom Oran t¢ the Tripolition border was laden with shipping for the
Bicilian invasion, and the erery attempted to strile at these targets
by a serles of nimt attacks. Becnuse, however, of the constant vigil
kept by flghters of the TACAF not o single ship was sunk, and orly
one was damaged in North Africen harnors by enery attack.sa

Thovgh 14 1s not possiole in this narrative to trace in detall the
entisuumarine effort of the FACAF, 1t may be stated that the general
pollcy was to furnish direct escort to convoys and 4o institute inten-

eive humt procedure ix copjunciion with naval swrface forces vherever

L
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tLe presence of submerines was known or suspected, 69 According to one
estinate, during the three-month perlod April to June 1943, some 1,074
ships m sged in convoy along the coast of North Africa with the loss
of only six vessels. Durirg (ha first weal of July, however, the
eneay submarines {iok advantage of the weuther-.rspeateily 10/10ths
cunulus at £0) fesb--and sanx three shins, 70 During the next weel,
8 to 14 July, antlsnbuurine patrols continuel aand 3 total of 23 convors
was eazoxted by alroraft of the MACAT. Two empiy ships of a wast-
bourd convyy ware torpadoed by hogiile submarinss, but both were btowed
inty bar‘n:r.n

Tre activities of the Coastal Alr Force were not, however, en-
tirely of a defenslive matura. In adiltlon $) pguzriing the 1ife lines
of the Allled arules, 1t war agquwnlly neceszsar to dislocate and degtroy
thoss of the ensumy, During the first thures waets of June thers were
svailable o th~ TUO4F no sultable bomber alrcraft for ship-striking
duty., By the latter part of June, however, such a force wns orsanlzed
uzder 328 Wing RAF at Pratville noar Bizerts, This force consizied
of three day-torpeds Beaufighter squadrons and ons night-torpedo
Wellington squadron, tegether with o f1ight of nlxht-reconnaissance
Wellingtons and dayereconnczissance Beltimores, in addition to the
original Maraudar eqmdran.ve The purposs of thls auvgmentad force
was prizarily to mainteln o constant waich over the Itallian flset
basal at Spezia and Genoa, to harass Axis shioping, and to destroy
any attenst to relnforce the islands of Sieily, Sardinia, and Corsica.

The shipestriliing force went into action inmmediztsly, and on 18 June

o r !
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a torpedo-bombexr Welllughon of 458 Sguadron attrcked and damaged s
tarker. On 21 and 23 June the toredo Benufiphters sunk a 4,000-ton
morehant vessel east of Corsica and n tanker north of Sicil:r.vs
Tictories scored bebween 24 June and 9 July included two largs merchant
vasasls damersd, at lenst one 800-ton gchooner sunk, and a §,000-ton

curgze vesgsal, a 3,000-ton suxlitiary craft, snd several armed trawlers

Jamazed. 74

Aflacks Azalpst Zoeav Alrdroges. D mlnus 7 Lo D-day

An account baa been glven sbove of the scale of effort developed
againat the eneny's airfields, basges, and llnes of communireation dur-
ing June and the first few days of July. The sir Plan provided, however,
for more intensive operationc, empecinlly egainst enemy airfields,
during the perind D minus 7 to D-day, 3y the end of this perded it
vas hoped that the enemy's first-lins strength, espacially in fighters,
woull be markedly reducei. It was realizsd that this result eould nst
be achleved golely by the bombing of alrfislds. But "previsus exmerience
has shown," 1% was walntalned in tho Adxr Plan, "that sooner or later
these tactlss coupal the enemyr to come vp and flght; it is then thut
it 1z hoped to inflict heavy casualtlies. In view of the severe strain
on the enemy's alr rescurcees oy the hoavy scale air operations under-
taken from the Unlted Zingiom and dy the needs of the Russian front,
it is highly probable that he will have considerable dffienlty in
finding replacements, and 1t ie honed that he will not be able to main-
taln hie 2ir strangth at a lavel which wonld malkke 1t an immortant faetor

in the Sicilian battle. "’
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Aecording to General Zleenbower's report, the 19 Sicllian fields
aczounted for in "Tactlcal Apnreclation," drafted in March, had been
Inereased to moere than 30 and further expansions were under my. v6
Ihe Gerdial systen near Catanda took on primary luportance as the
one xmzjor airdrome and nine catellits landing grounds were increamsd
to 12 durding the wesk preceling the invaslon, 4e mentioned above,
tha original plan provided that the NAAF ghouwld concentrate on the
western Slellian airdrames, while the IX Zoa“=r Command was to con-
centrate on thoss in the east, Howevsr, after the operation of 30 Juns
on Palerno and the twe western Sicilian sirdroses, aerial reconnzligmance
dlecloned thot tho Geruan fightexr force had bsen largely withdrawn
to the eas'%.w It appasred thal the force of 40 bomber types and 120
fight=r types observed on the Gorbini flelds on 26 June had been in-
creased by an additionzl 60 fighters by 1 July. The plan was accordingly
chengad t0 follow the eneny, and the comvined welght of the NMAAF and
IX Borber Comunnd was concentrated agalnst the eastern Stoiilan air-
dxromes,

Turing June the scale of effort developsd azainst the enemy had
oeen carried out largelr by the Northwest African Strateglc Alr Force
supplemented by heavy bomber miesions carried out by the IX Bomber
Comnzand frow bases ln Cyrenaiea, Frow approximatsly D minus 7, however,
the Northwest African Tastieal Alr Force was to augment this seale of
attaciz, the operstional plan belng fully coordinated with Strateglz

Alr Force to achieve maxivun effeclt on the enomy and for mutual benefit
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in splitting the cnemy defense s:rstem.78 Hecause of the limitations
of rangs the dulk of the Tactienl Bomber Forze, employing fightor
egeurt based 1n Tunlela and Fanielleria, was limited to attacks against
airfields in western Sielly, while the B-20 groups, with fighter escort
bosed in lalta, were capuble of dealing with the airfields in the
ceniral area. In practice, then, during the intensive preparataory
operations, the Tactleal Jomber Force concentrated on targets in the
eastora and cendral areas, leaving the Stratezic Alr Force fres to desl
with the nain enemy ailrfleld systen in the Gerbini-Catania avea,’d

It is not intonded in this account to denl in detail with the
manv migslons flown by the USAAF during the intensive period preceding
the invaslon, Pather an attempt will be made to point out the main
emphasiy of the gttachk and to indleate the remlts of gome of the
nore important missions. The offect of the effort developed sgainst
the eneny's zirfields in Juns was the wi“hdrswal of hip bonber foree
from Siclly and Sardinls. Baving driven tho enemy baclic thus far, the
Allled alr forces contluued wlth an atbtempt to force a similar with-
drawal of the small bomber force still Pasad in the Theel! of Italy.
Cn 2 July, 91 Liberators of the FXinth Alr Force attacked the airdrome
at Grottaglis snd Sen Panerazle, vhere Geruczn Alr Force bomboers were
basefl, and also at Lecce, a German fighter base, Fesults achleved in
thls raid included many burste amony aireraft on the ground, damage to
one henear at liscce and posslbly two at Grotingiie. The formation
whlch attacked Lecce was Intsrceptoed by 45 hostile flzhters, 12 of

which were deatroyed. Iosses of the Winth Alr Torce as a resuli of

o
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thizs mass attack auounted to four Liberatora.ea

The followlng day, 3 July, boxnbers of the Northwest Africaen
Strategic Alr rorcerattacked zll the advance lunding grounds in
Sarﬂinia.al Tor the next three days, the conblned alr striklng power
was conceabrated in an onslaught agolnet the eneuy's alrdromes in
eastorn Sicily, wh~re the bulk of his fightsr strenzth was now based,
Turing the peried 4 to 9 July, incluslve, alrcraft under the opera-
tionzl conbrol of Headquarters HAAF flew 2,944 heavy- and 560 medlun~
borber sorbtles agsinst Gerbdinl and near-by grownds, while B-24's of the
Mintk Air Force flew 79 sorties.sg Some idea of the effectiveness of
these attacks cun be gained from the blitz agelinst Gerbini and its
satellltes by borbers of the FASAF on § July 1943, A detailed interpre-
tation report revealed thet on Gorbinl itzelf, vhich was atiaciked by
52 B=17's of the 9%th and 99th Groups, no fewer than B0 alreraft of the
54 przeent durlng the time of the ralid ware éestxoy‘ed..as In other
attacks against the vavious Gerbinl satelliter on the same day mumercus
eneny clreraft were destrnyved, At Satelllte ln, 6, which was atincked
oy 24 3-17'2 of the 24 Bombardment Group, 10 of tha 33 alreraft present
at the time of the rald wers degtroyed, whils at Satelllte lo, 7, 24
single-engined aireraft wore reported de*s.i;:'o;rec'l.84 In all, during the
weslz 3 to 9 July 1,328, 7 tons of bombe were dropned on Gerdini and it
setellites by nireraft of the XidF, sad 197 tons by bombers of the Ninth
Alr Force.85

At Cataria alrdrome, which was attacled by 45 B=17's of the 24 and

301st Bombardiient Croups on 4 July, nins mellum alreraft were destroyed,
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and one mediun and two single-ongine aireraft dannged. 86 An outatand.
ing attach of the mellume wan that of 71 3-25's of the 310th and 321set
Boobardrent Groups on 6 July 1943 sgainst the Blscart airdroms., Poud
craters on the eastern and northersn sldes of the airfields were odb-
served end ons single-snglne and to medium bormbers were reported
dastroyed.87 The effect of this wunprecedented blitz agnlnst enemy
alrfields as a prelude %o invasion was to render nany of the 3ieilian
sirdromes anearviesable and to drive uwpwards of one-half of the enemy
aly forece either out of Sicily or to wnknown landing grounde. Gerbini
sirdrome and Satollltes 1, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, and 12 were reporteld un-
servliceable, as wore Conlno and Bocca 4l Talco. Oastelvetrano appearsd
to have boen abaundoned by D—ﬁay.BB

&lthough the maln welght of attachk fell upon the eastern Sicilian
airdremss since they were novy of primary importance, the westarn
Slellian snd Sardinian sirxfields were not entirely neglected, Of
these the nost parsistent attacks were delivered sgoinst the Selaces
landing grounls which were the cbjects of continuous night and day
sttaciis, mosily by fighter~-bombers ant medlums of the Northwest African
Tactleal ir Foree., DTuringz the perled 3 4o & July, inclusive, nine
altacks were uade and 130.7 tons of bombs were &ropped.ag Trapanif
Iilo lsmding grounds seen also to have besn within the gpeclal province
of the Trotleal Air Force. At least four attacks were made by A-20's,
RBaltimores, snd 3Soetone, and sceording to the weekly operationsl report,

72.3 tons of oomba ware dropped.go Other western Sicilian alrdromes
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bombed and strafed included Borizzo and Castelvetrmno.”l Cperations
agalnst Sardinlan zirdromes, which were largely neatralimed after
the attack of 3 July. conslsted mostly of nignt attacks by Wellingtons
agalnst Villacldro and Fobillionis, upon vhich sitee 583.2 and 6.2
tong bombs were dropped, reapectively.gg

The above account has shown a treuendous scale of effort developed
by the USAAT znd BAT against enemy airfielde as a preliminary 4o the
Invagion of Sielly. It ssene warrantable to conclude tnat the effects
achieved by these constent attasks wore thun Justified ths degree of
effort expended, The preinvasion Blitz not only forced the eneny alr
force to seek more remste bases in Italy but had the effect of denying
for days on end the use of many landing grounds to the “igllian-~based
fighbers, It should YWe emphnsized, however, that thle wae acaisaved
only by repeatsd attacks, as the enemy was Ingenlous and guick at
carrylng out repalrs. 3By the time of the invasion photo reconnaissance
Indicated that approximately one-half of the enemy air force had been
drirmn oub of Slelly md foreced to seek shrlter elsswhere., Although
n¢ figpurass are avallsble as to the exaet number of alreraft destroyed
on the ground duwring the prolnvaslion period, one report stetes that
vp to 13 Avgust approximstely 1,100 ereny aireraft, lneluding those
abmnlonzi o~ woll an dectropred, had been excnined by Allied personnel
on the is-:l:;ml.% A furtker iaportant effect of the persistent torxbir,
of nlriields woe thet the enexy wac forced to come up and fiyht.

Turippg the vweek befors the lovuslen, 3 to @ July, 152 eneny alrerafi

& o

P ! 7
TP ATy % 1
!é%_ i

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

p e 88

were Gesiroyed in olr combab as conpared witk 31 destroyed durlng the
weclke efter the invesion.
. It waue undovbiedly these lossers covpled with those sustained on
the ground thet furced the ereuy to wlihéraw bl remslping aireraft to
bages from which be wus vneble to interferas gerlously with the battle
orez., During the prelnvesion pericd 76 per cent of the total Allled
toxber effort was devoted to airfleld attsoke, over 3,000 tons of
bombs belng drcpred in more th:;;n 2,000 sorties. 5o succeseful was
this efiort {s neutrslize the eneoy alr force pricr to the commencement
of the land Taitle thot it was poeslble aficr D-day to reduce the scalr
of attacks en alrilelds to 21 per cert of tke totsl bember effourt and
thur to 1liberaie the toxber force to a marked degree fron purely counter-
air force aetivities during tho asecult plw.se.gg
Slnee the Slellion caralen denonetrsted the immortance of the
attack of eneny zirfields in any attexpt to galn alr supericrity as a
prelivinury te tha Inveaslicon or cccvpation of territeoryr, the methods
exd technlques conslferef pzrtlcularly applicatle to this type of
vparatlon should be dircugsed briefly. As a prelimloary, it may be
stated that the experience of Slcily showed thot sttucke, to zachleve
raxinwn pragults, must be well timed and often repeated., Spasnodic
attecks, thouwgh cepable of caueing the enemy temporary damsge, seldom
produced deelsive reculits. Although of course the ultinete aim of
all attacle on alrfields 1g the dectruction or neutralization of tho

enery alr forece, 1t wne formd egrenti:zl to defirs cleaxrly the alm
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of each attzelk, as the lrnedlzte alm varled from tlme to time. TP
vas found derlrsble $o divide the alrfield arca into definite ssclions
end to asglen thess 0 certaln formntiens,“6 In attackling airfields over
& wlée area, ono device adoptcd was to concentraie upon all alrfields
in o glven gector with the exceptlen of one or two with the purnoge
of caveing sdrernft stlill in tke air fo he diverted to thoge flclis
whichk were left unscathed. 4 concentrated attack would then be made
aralnst the latter, The rmethofds and tactice used by tie heavy bomhers
of tke FAAF sprpear €0 be very sinllar to thosz which hove alrendy
been descrited in connection with the participstion of the IX Bomber
Conmend in tke prelnvasion Blitz agninst dxls a.irfields.g? In gddi-
tien to tke henvy bombers, spuroxdmately 50 per cent of the nlght effort
of the versatlle Vellingtone was employed against ixis sirfields, Ow-
iny to the shortage of “ellingtsns, light and medium bombers of the
LARAT were also used on night nmigsionws during the moon perioed.

In order %o schleve mexiom dispersion the enemy rescrted more
end more to the uce of satelllts Ystrips® as bases for his alrerafi,
To comber thir move, mass sbraflng attacke by flghter-borbere (prin-
eipally P=40's ond P-38's) egainst Foggla ond against Gerbird, which
had 14 satellites, were suployed with excellent resuwlis., In one such
attadr the terget nres wag divided so as to allot a certain mmber of
airfields to each growp. Trainlng was cexrried oub twe days yprior to
the oper:iticn in crder to give pllots prectice 1n lew-level navigation,
speely ldentificatlon of targets, mlnirup-sliitude abiaclk, and with-

dravanl. In order to mcbleve maxddmum surorise the flight waes routed
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in such a way thet the ememy radar statlon could not detect it, pro-
vided the alrcraft dld not fly sbove 100 feet, As a reosult of the
faithful execution of thls carefully worked out plan, the eneny was
eeught eorpletely by surprise, This 1e verifiecd by the fact that
personnol were still on the alrflelds when ther were attrcked, and it
vag belloved that from 200 to 300 were killed,?® Sizty-four aireraft
were rovorted te have besn destroyed on the ground and 86 damsged,
70 per cent of then belng Ju-88's. The strafing mission wes followed
approxinztely one hour later by s fregmentsntion attack:.gg
Durixg the Sicilian irvasion it was found that the U. &. 20-pound
fragrentation bordk was particularly effective ageinst grownded air-
craft, Oving, however, to the snortmge of the supply of this weapon,
the JAAT was forced to reserve it for crucial targets.wo Turing the
last two days of tke wrelnvzslon attaci against airfields, demolition
conbs were uscd on a greater scale than fragrentations in order to
make the flelds unserviceable by cratering. 101 he fusing was ustally
either instentanecus or short deley (up to one secend). Five-hundred-
povnd boubs with slx-houwr and 1Z-hour delay fuses were dropred in smgll

nurbers, 102

Aditecks on Poxris, Bases, and Lilnes of Comgunication, I minus 7
1o D-day.

The grezter purt of alr effort baving been directed against eneny
alrdromes during the intenelve perlecd D minue 7 to Detny, ativels

agalnst other targets were confined alrost exclusively to nigzht
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attecks by Wellingtons and fighter-bombers. Strefing raids were
aleo wmderteken by the HATAF in eddition fo its normal commitmente
such ag bomber escort, offensive sweens, and shipplng protection.
Porte attucked by the night-flying Wellipstons included Cagliarxi
and 0lbia in Sardirde and Polermo and Trapsani in wostern Sicily.
railway tranrportetlon cenlers at Cagilarl were the objscts of
attzele on the nights of 30 June-l July and 1«2 July. On the third
night, 2-3 July, slollar targets at Olbiz were sttocked with fireg
snd explosions rasulting.loz Harshalling yards and militery installa-
tions were abtacked at Palermo on the night of 1.2 July, at Trapani
on 2-3 July snd 3-4 July, and agein at Palermo on 6-7 July. Target
areas were reported well covereé by bomb burste, 104 4.36's of the
27th Flghter-Bomber Group carrled out a series of bombing ard strzfing
mlgsions from & to 9 July agelnst farcets 1n central and southern
Sieily including Celtenlsetta, Agrigento, Sclasca, and Porto Hupedecle.
The plen for the invasion provided for an atterpt by boublng,
eirafing, and Jamudrg te pub Germun ralar on Serdinia and Sielly out
of action before and during the assault, Radar stations at Alghero
and Fule in Sardinia, and Marcrla, Licatz, and Note in Siclly were
accordingly abtacked during the weeks preceding the invasion, 205 Sope
time sfter the oceupuntlon, the sites bombed and strafed were exemined
with the 1dea of sssessing the damnpge. Owlrp to the fact that in
rractically nll casec demolition ckrrges had been exploded in or
around the reder gesr and in meny cases a portion of the equipment

hed been removed, it war nst oluwayr possidle to differentiate betueen
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damage infliected by bombing and that inflicted by strafing., So far as
could be ascertalined, however, no dsmage wos digeovered in Slcily on
any Fraya, Onimpey, or Worzburg., Hits were gpparently scored by mensns
of strafing on at lenst two Worzovrge and a Imickbeln, but no corcelue
glon as to the extent of the damage could be rezched, The statlon at
Licete., certainly, and the statlone at Pachiro and Marsale, posslbly,
were put sut of operatlon by hits scored on the opeorations huts.ms
Practically sli the heovy borberdment of porie, basec, and lines
of csmmunieation during the intensive period was ezrried out by
Literators of the Ninth Air Force. In addltion te thelr contribution
to the effort against the alrficlds the 3-24's corried oub hecvy attachs
szalnet Meseirs, Ootanla, and Toorsinn., On O July 86 Bepdts of the
98th, 376th, 44th, and 973 Groups nade a mass attack against the
bortor inatallaticns and rall yerds at Meseina, 207 Hany hits resuliing
in fires and explosione in wverlons sectlons of the target ares were
re;gorted.loe A Terce of aprroximetely 40 bembors of fhe 44th end 3%6th
Grovps attucked Catznla on 8 July, aplitting thelr effort between the
telegraph and telephone bulldipgs in the northern part of the town and
the rellrond marshaliing yarde. 109 FPhotos revemled damage in the
rallwey depot and seversl large oll fires. The section of the town
sround tre telephone and telegraph Dulldings was obacured by snoke a5 a

110

repult of nunwerous bool hitz, A third lmpoxtant attack of the

week made by henvies of the IX Bozber Command was on 9 July, the day
yrecefing the luvaslon, Iighteen B-Z4's of the 376th Group made a

succegsfu), lest-nipute onelavght sgndnst Axd. h:adquarters and the
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post, telephone, and telegraph office at Tuormine In an attempt to
terrorire and confuse the eneny staff at a most eriticzl moment, Fhotos
revesled direet hite o o %he San Jomenice Hotel irn which hesd-
guarters was locatad.lll

“neny oppositicn to the intenclive prelnvacion operztions was
sporadle and inconsistent. On occaslon Allled attacks were met with
strong and perslstent opposition while at other timee our aircraft
carrled out their missions in the sane ares practically wnchallenged.
It is protable that this lnconsicteney was duo to the fact that the
eneny, lscking both airecraft azd personnel, was net able to meet the
attuck at every point and wes "picklng hie shote® where he thought
they c¢zuld do the zost g&oﬁ.ua A few excrplers will serve to 1llustrate
thls generalication. Over Steily on 4 July medium and henvy bombers
of JALT were interceplcd by an estirated force of 110 ensmy fighters
inclnding Both Cerman ard Italicn alrcraft. They asttacked tre A111ed
fornation persistently and by mesns of incendlary aerial hormbarfment
succecded in bringlng dovn one 3-17. Similor cisgions, corried out on
the samc day in the saue general area, met only negllglble oprositicn.
Ageln on B July B-17's attacking the Gerbind alrdrome were intercepted
oy o force estimated at over 100 fighters. Aggressive attacks and
aerial borbe this tdme brovgnt dovn two B=17's, Thirty-five enemy
fighters were, however, reported destroyed., Cnly a short while after-
warée, seother force of 3-17'c and 3-25's encountered no cnemy

oproesitien, A third A1lied gtisck by medivms one and a khalf hours
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later was mat by a suul)l force of atont 10 Germon cnd Italian fighters.
The next day, 6 July, Amerlcan bowbers obgerved approximately 20 enemy
sireraft in the aldr and taldng off, Only nipe offered combat--snd that
of & rother vnogeressive nature. On tke 7th 4us enery alreraft were
enccuntered by Ameriean bombers, while spproximately 30 were flushed
oy P-40's, On the two &nye pricr to the inveslon atcut 30 fighters
were encountered exch &ayr by USLLF boobers and fighters, bub passes
vere made oply half-heariedly.

in addition to the above Intercepted mlscions the ereny unintalred
ses recomnnisgance on a normal scele and his customary fignter ratrols
over Sloily, Snrdinie, ond parte of ILtaly. Tne const of Horthweet
Africe was coversd by twoe to three recomnalssance planes every mnorning
and afierncon, some planes flying as far west as Oran. Two of these
recornzigssance planes were reported Yprobably destroyed® during the
weelr, Y13 Terpltr 3oraral alerts along the Morthwest African coast
and on Pantelleris, ths enexy's bombers actually crossed the coast on
only one ogeasion Jurding the pericd of intenslve preparatory cparations.
This single attack occurred on the morning of 6 July when an estlmated
75 dive hovibers drapped HE and inceaﬂiary bombhe, A few casuxliies to
persinanel and somo property damnge wers suffered as a result of this
raid, Although 1t Lie not posaldle to glve cbsolutely relliable flgursae
as to the total owmaber of victorles galned ani losses sustulned durlay
the preparatory opsrabtions, 1t appears that the Twelith Alr Force
(incluling BAF uwnits under 1ts comnbrol) desbroyed absut 250 enemy

aireraft sgalnst the logy of 70 =ircraft of all typea.ll4
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Eolative Alx Sirengihs on Zhe Zve of the Invasion

The inve-lon of Siclly wos unisriaken Ty the Unl4ed Intlons with
ovirdieludins elr soperlacity, Cn the zve of the invasion the German
snd Itallan Alr Forces wers estimnted t1 have o total of dbetueen 1,500
wad 1,800 lrorvafd based in T-rdinlz, ficily, Italy, and sounthern
Zranen ,115 cangared to a forae of gpnroximstely 4,000 alreralt of the
Uniéed Wutlons. There wsre aporoximately 113,50 Britlsh and 146
Amesioan sqwmdrans.us The TT pravided & uajority of the single- and
twla-engine fightar and constal airoraft, Wils Ansrican units xade up
taa badic of the bouwber and slr transport cintingeat, e nizht domder
foree, havaver, consigted valanly of RAF Yelllnptons, Liberatore, and
Halifarxes.

The apomyte fightor forcs was based 2qinly in Sardinia, Sicily,
anl southern Itely. In Sardlnis he 1s esticcted o0 have had 13D
German $% fighters and fighisr.bombors and 100 Italian 52 fishters,
while in Sielly ard Italy eouth of 42 degrees north he had 260 Gernan
and 200 Ttalian fighters. ~ Of au ostimated total of 225 Gerzman
long-xunzs bombers, 176 wewrs bazed in northern Italy and southern
Trance. Only 15 of the 120 Itallan torpel..bombery wers bagel in
Sordinia, Siclly, and sonthern I42ly, the reunlnder belng at rore re-
mate bases in northars Itoly and southern I‘rmc-:!.lgl In gidlition to
the above-uentiomed alreraft located in the central NMediterransan, the
Axla was z3tlmated to have 265 Germam and 180 Italian alreraft loszated

122

in Greece, Oreie, and the Dodecenega, Axis plreraft in the iaditer-

ransan thelber wera belleved to have an averaze of 50 per canid

il
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serviceabllity, though protably in the battle area 1t was even Zl.ess."";g3

Crpozlng Lond Foxces O0n the Eve of the Invasion

Prior to the actual invaslon there was of course n> way of knowing
accurately elther the munber or quality of eneny troops defending
Sieily. The "Tactiesl Appreciation” estimated the total Italisn garyl-
son ab 183,000, conslsting of fisld formedlons and coast defenss for—
wetionn, Ine £isld formations, wnlch from lhe point of view of both
training and egulpment wore ruted the better, were estimatel to total
73,000 nen distribated in throe main coneontrations in the western,
esatral and southeastorn pard of the island, The coastal defaneo
foruuiions, numbering presuaably about 75,000 and orgenized 1n 84
statie Infantryr battalions and various artillery and machine ~uz wnlts,
had the dutiss of defending the beach, guarding vulnerable prints,
and dealing with the initial shoc of invasion., In addiiion to the
Italian conblngent, it was estizated that thers were passibly 5,000
German trooys on the ieland and 24,000 GAT srouad troopg.  There had
also to be talen into aceount the fact that the Axls might carry out a
voluntary withdrawal from North Africs and night succeed in gobting
into Sieily 20,000 troops with personal eguipment but without many
tax'zs or vehleles. The toial garrison on Dufsay wes therefors estimated
as :ﬁ'ollows:l%

1. Five Itzlian divislons

2. Tuo Germonm divisions, one of which wns probably evacunbad

from Tunisie and night be fully equipped or armed
3. The equlvalent of six static cozstal divisions (84 battalions).

AR TR =
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Although the conbat efficiency of the Itelizmn formations was
naturally rated much lower than that of ths German, the Allied forcews
bad no way of imowing they would be an entirely negliglble factor. It
was thousht thoet the Germsn divisions woull bte held in reserve ag a
moblle force for counbteratiac’: when 1t was deternined whers the full
wolght of the Allled blow wne to fall and that the very presence of
German froops would have the effect of etlffeninz Italian formations.ms

At the conclusion of the Sicilian cuiondgn 1t was estizated
that the Itallan milltary perszaonnel number:d 218,000 msa, exclusive
of m11itia and carubinieri, a2t the beglmning of the invaaian.lgs The
total Gerawn forces were vuarlously estimeted at from 60,000 to 99,000.
The formatlons which provided the hard core of resictance wers the
reforasd Hermann Goering Plvision anl the 156 Panzer division, both of
vhich vere well-equipned ~»d were believed to have a total of some
200 tanks, 127

The Allled invasion force conclsted of the rasorgunizel British
Alghth Aruy and the U, §. Seventh Army, DBacked by overwhelming nave)

and iy scperleriiy, they wors confident of succsas,
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Obepter III
THZ ATHBORNS OPERATIONS

The alrborne operations which precafed and followed the seaborne
landings on Slelly were the first lorge-scale undertakings of their
troe to be carried out by the Allied Vatlonrs. Faratroops had besn usaed
on a relatively snall scale =nd with some success in the initial land-
Ings and subsequent opsratlions in the North Afrlcsn campaign., Previous
to the Sleilisn campeign, however, the largsst Allied airborne opara-
tion involving & drop at night was a rald of 27 February 1943, ecarried
ous againet a Gernan radio station at 3runsval, France, by onz infantry
coirany lawached from 12 aircraft.i' In conirast, the seaborne in-
vaslon of 5iclly was preceded by an alrborne assault involving a
fllght of more than 350 adrorsft and 130 gliders tramsporting wpwards
of 4,000 men ovor & route of aome 420 miles, The initlal assuuliz
were followel by further sirbome operations, some of which took plece
ag late am D plus 3.

The Tarthwest African Alr Ferces Trasp Carrler Command hnd been
astivated in Ilareh 1943 and placed under eommand of Brig. fen. Paul L.
Willlame, with the primary missions of transyorting alrborne troops
Into combat and of training parstrosps Ingofar as it was an air forece
respanribllity. Seconiary mizsiing included the evacuntlion of the wounded,

. tha resupply of aixborne unilts after they had reaschel the grownd, the

deldvery of relanforcenents Intos the combat area, and the transport of

8
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cargd. For these operations (-47's and C-53's, commercial type
Planes which vwere unarmed cnd without bullet.proof tani-s, were used.
At the time of the Sicllian invasion the commad was organized Into
two wings, the 5lst Tresp Carrler Wing, tnder command of Brig. Gen.
. Fay A. Dunn with hsadquarters at Mascara, Alserla, and the 523
Troop Carrier Wing, wnder command of Col. Harold A. Clar®s with head-
grarters ;.t Cujda, Trench lloraceo.
Under the original plan for HUSKY, which called for a series of
staggored mssaulis in the southasst and on the west consts of Sleily,
Britlsh and U, S. elrborne troops were to atback specified objectives
in connection with the ssparate attacks., With the change in plan,
which substitubted similtaneous assaults in the southsastern ares by
both the Amerlewn and British arales, the plan for the employment of
alrtorne forces assigned an entirs wing of the Traop Carrier Command
to each of tko alrborne units. The 5lst Wing was uegslened $o 111t
the lst British Airborne Division, while the 524 Wing was $o 11ft the
paratroops of the 824 U, 3, airborne Division. The objectives to be
selzed by the alrborne troops wers chumnged froa beach defenses to
inland poiuts whose capture would be of assistance to the advance of

2
the growni forces.

ibe. Quexatlogs LADIROKE ppgd HUSKY 10, 31, 9 to 10 July
In complivnce with the directive ispuzd as Annex M $o the Alr
. Plan, Brig, Gea., Pavl &, Williams, the Comm:mding General, on 29 June

1843, issued the detalled plan far the participation of the Troop

Lc"f__‘if‘
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Gerrler Commmd in HUSKY.® On the nisght of D minus 1, 100 Americsn

slroraft of the 5lst Traop Carrler inz, together with 25 Aloemarles
® and 8 Halifazes of the 38 lag RAF,? wers to tow 133 gliders, which
were t2 e monned by Britlich troops of the 1lst Adrborne Division,
‘he Britigh airborne troops wsre to be relezsed in two ssparste zonsa
in the nelghnorhood of Syracusa; the one just sonth of the city was
to ezpture the bridzes over tha canal and prevent thelr destruction
by the enexy, and the otner in the western suburbs was to advunce
tovard the elby 1f 1ittle opposition developed.E This mlssion, which
was t9 ve flown from the T1 Djea ares and which was lmnown by the cade
nane LADBREONE, was to proceed westward from the Yurlate Islands to
the southeastern corner of llulta, moxth to the siyatheastern tip of
Siefily, znml on wp the east cosgt to the relesse point Just souwth of
Syracuze,

On the same night, D minus 1, 227 sireraft of the 524 Troop
Carrler Wlng were to depnrt Irin the Xurlate Islanis and aboubt two
bours later ¥o deliver sarztroops of the 821 Arborme Division to thelr
objectives in Sleily. Tho U. 8., paratrsops were to land east of Gela
19 eapture the high ground ani r:ad jumetisns controlling the exit
fron the beachnes whare the U, 5. 1lst Divielon was to lend., This mission
was nown by the cide name EUSTY IID. 1. f%he route to be flown was a
goupllented dog-lez courss: east to Malta, north to the coast of

. Siclly, west along the coast i2 a check polnt provided by a river
zouth and 8 sxall leke in the Gela reglon, and then inland to the drop

zones o be ldentifled fron oir phﬁtcgraphs.s
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I3 the difficulties and hazards nsturally invelved in s new
ani exveripmeatsl operatlon there were added sther commlicatiosng peen-
liar to the particwlar sltuntion, Durine the plaoning staze It was
realized thot the quarter woon, dune to met chortly after widnicht on
Dafay, would hordly erovide ideal visipility for the drop and assernbly
of sdrvorne troops., As Genern)l Elsennower in bis report pointed out,
the Mfavorsble moon poriod” selected as the tarset date was not favor-
cble in :my abeolute sanse but reuresented tae best compromise between
the Irreconcllable denands of the vy for darkness and of the zirborne
forees foxr lig}at.? Becruse of the necesslty for radie sllence, visusl
sids to navigation wers concidarel essentlal and thls resulied in =
corplicated ronte of flignt, In addition, a bich wind which esme wp
in the afterncon of 2 July inoreassd the natursl hazards for tgw znd
glider pilots alike.s

The 133 trangaort alreraft and 133 gliders waich wore i3 execute
the LADSRCEE risslon inlti=ted thelr assesbly in the TL Djen svesm at

approxin.tely 1800 on 9 July 1942.°

Bigh and low fichtsar cover wns
furaiched wntil dnrkness by 2eaufishiers, Hurricanes, and F-39's of
the 1st Aly Dafense ‘ing over the assambly arem znd along the rounte.
To infercerilons Uy encxy sireraft were encountered. Becanse of a
stronger wind than was anticlpated and resulting ervors in navigation,
roaet of the sircraft missed their first checl point at Malta. General
Swing, vwho wae at Dellimara, stated that he ovserved only about 30
alrplanes pas<inge witain view of that chec: point and that other asir-

eraft wers heard favther tc tho er-1.20 An altitude Pelow £CQ feet was
{'\r Lo A Tota)
- PN L &
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mainteired and a loose formation of four ships echelon to the right
was flown en route to the relense zone, After pusslng Gape Passero,
the tug aircraft began climbing to the releanse sltitude of 1,500 fect
for Vaco glidors and £00 feet for Horsa gliders, Some pilote, however,
taltizng cognizarceo of the velcclty of the wird, releusred gliders at
1,800 feet instead of 1,500, s plemmed. Tug pilots reported con~
sidereble congestion in the relesse zuner, probodly due to the faet
that ceveral zircraft were obliged to make two or three passes before
relesce batuuse of the poor vicdiBilits. 1

CL the 138 gliders relensed, only 12 lended in the general
vielnity of the landing zome, at lenst 47 larded in the sgea, and the
rerzirder somatkere ashore in the seuthcrstern part of S:lci.l:,’.la
Britlzh nuvel wesrels of the Zastern Task Force reported chrerving
the Meproveirng slght of large nurbers of gliders flcating in the
veter” In the srea drectly sonth of Cope luxrs & Porco.w

Teswlte the wide dlgrevssl of the glider~torre troops, the elght
officers and €0 enllsted men who 1d land in the drop zone perforred
their duiirc du an exerplryy fashicn., This flstfu) of nen succesded
during the night of 2-10 July in resching tholr objective at tke
cznul bridge goulk of Syrocuge. In tke faoe of overvhelming odds,
they acld tha kxidpe wntil only four officers and 15 enlleted men were
left wnwoundrd, Ry 1530 heurs an encLy force cstimated st a gtrenzth
of ope battalicn suprorted Dy field artiliory and tortsrs had forced
the cuall party bach to the south tark of the canzl, almost to the

edge of tke gea, The eneul gmnined control of the bridge and doubtless

4 * "
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would bave 2enallieked 1t had not the advanced patrels of the landing
force arrived in time to frive blw back. Ageln the glidexr btrocrs
tock over the defente of the Tridge while tke 17th Infaniry Brigede
of the Iritich Eth Divigion moved aercese. Iven those airborne troops
vhich lended in the wrong ploces monseed to contribute considersbhly
to the sucoress of the Initial lonting operstions. Groplng about in
tho ¢xz, theyr atiszchwed what ensny positiens ther conld find and,
ceeordleog to reporis, econtribubted to the general Hoorgenizrtion of
the encny's defenecs and 1‘3561"1‘&5.1‘;'

The LATBREIEE migelon wes corxvied out without the losr of any
tov plrereft. No enemy interceptions were regortsd, and althoush air-
crefd ernd gliders entering the relense zone flew over friexndly neval
ercit ilcy were not flred vpon, Iight and hesvy flak wes reported at
Taricvs pointr along the goact of Sielly, Dut there appecres to huve
teen o flal: wlihin several thousand yerds of the glider relense polnt.
Decplie thic foed, mapy of the inexgerienced tug pllots, seeing the
flet: comirg wp from other points, had a terdoney to gwing avay from
the fire. 2P

This axd other foctors helr 4o explaln the limited degrea of
sucecane which woes achleved in tre clrborne opsration. The G50 subse-
guently exphkesized the ¢ffect of ths bigh wird which it mpintzined
hzd not Yeen previcusly predicted. "lhe grectest error," accorairy
to 1tc ciflicicl zepoxt, "in wird cnue fron relescing gliders on pre-
deterzined release zoxe und zliders having to fly to the rorth found

thor ol relezsed ico low in relation to the kead vind frem the norih,

~ *!r‘lr\r‘fim”?
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consequently they coudd not reach tke shore end had to lard in tke

rea, Pllets whe realized the velocliy of the wind relecsed gliders

et 18C0 feet 1rsteczd of tho planned 1500 feet., The wind war recorded
to he 25 toc 30 miles per hour from tlre north, twice that of the actunl
forﬂcast.“m The werther sarvics teok exception to thir statexent

znG polnted cut thut although the cuvrface wird wes forecast at about
12 miles per hour, the forecest at 1,000 t¢ 2,000 fesi was predlicted
at 25 to 20 mlles per hour, eracily as found.t? Whether the wind
veloclty was correctly predlcted dees not, however, apnesr to be &
ratter of grent loporiance, the szlient point being that the rough
weatber 4id sericuely handicap the wndertzixing. Genern) Dunn, Commend-
Ing Gerers) of the Flgt Troop Carrier Wing, mainteined that the pilots
were Ltriefed on tle strength of the wind, but the glider pilots had had
very litile $rainicg in pavigatlon and bigh wind oper:stione and &id not
Imow kow to hardle the glidere 1n wind of thet veloclts, wl8 Iy an in-
terview in Vashington Secretzry of Ver Stimcon esked Genersel Tunn whether
he coppidered 1% pozelble to carry oul succecsfully glider operaticns
in 2 vind of tke velocity encountered without a very largs losu.
Generzl Dunn replied that he congldeved 1t pogsible, snd that had tke
helght of the relcase been eptimeted a 1itile differently ard the gliders
relenced rf & higker altitude at rome distance from the shore, all of
then comld have mnle the chore very easily. Genersl Dunn went on,
bovever, io peint out that a high wind csused the gllder to¢ bounce
around o great deal and cowld cause both the pilot and the conbat crew
to become i1l in fli.ght.lg

g - v -
1 *
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Otker conrlceratlons mmst alse be taken into account. In ths
JAIBRCYE miseion the TCC was orerating with Briileh glider pilots.
Leeordding to General Dunn, the Britich pllodc arvived in Africe with
very littls trulning, mony baving reached only sboubt the first solo
stoge of Ingtruwetlon, The 00 had only three weekc In which tc glive
tralning in ni bt flyleg aad navlgatlon to these lnexperienced pilets.
l'any of thke reyports on the executlcn of the LAUEROEY miecgion were con-
fused and confiieting. Nerveus terrlon was high, ard in some esses the
gliders releczed before receivipg the smignel from the tug pillot and in
others the gliders were ordored to release before the glider pilot
thought he was In porltion. Soue of the gllder pllots actuslly turned
in a reverse direetion to their proper course, a fzet that esn be
gxpladned only by tke scanb treining and lack of exrerlence in night
flying;zﬂ

The puretrocp cperstion, HUSEY 0. L, ecaryied cut on the night
of D mimae 1, hine a history closely parellelin: in gore respecte that
of the g£lider onerstlon, The 226 zireraft of the 6lst, 314th, 313th,
316tk, and 64th Troop Corrler Grovps carrylng 2,781 paratrocpers and
891 perspacie, assenbled 1ln the Xanlrouan arec and were over the
furiate Iolarnds between 2122 and 2158 on 2 July. The take-off was
well executed, béﬁ the planes soon ran into beavy wind and they too
migged the importrxt checlk point ut lalte, High and low fighter cover
wae furnished the alrerzft by the lat Alr Tefense Wing along thelr

roube unill darimess decscended, bul no intercestlons were encountered
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during thie tire, The dog-leg eourse which ran east to Mplta, north
to Sleily, and wert glorg the comgt to the drup zones wos complicoied
becouee of the necescity of avolling conteet with neval vessele which
were unler orders to open firve on any alreraft in thelir vicinity. 22
In order to oveld eneny PIF the zireraft held an altltude under 500
feet and flew a "Y" of threse in a ninc~-ship forration,

Betgune of delay attrilutable to novigoticnal Adfficultiesn, the
trecp earrier sirereft zpproached their drop zonee in the Geln ares
in virtual darkners and were unzble to lisntify thelr check polints.
fore pllots reported that flres and smoke czused by a previous bombard-
uent by Allied alr forces obseured drop zones. Ars a result of theee
difflenltics ard faulty navigation, the puratrocrers were dropped in
wliely scaliered arezs andé nany were unable to form up with thedr units
a8 originclly plam3&.23

Degpite theldr fouledwup deccent, {tre parsirocpers fought well onmce
they reached tke ground, Thelr primary nission wae to seize the high
ground and road Junctlon six miles earsl of Gels, a position which
coumanded the exlis from the beaches to the south over which tke
Anerican let Divislcn wae to 3..*9.::.43..:':4 The 34 Zaticlicon of the U, S.
E0Bth Parichute Fegimental Combet Team snccesded In gelzing the high
grount and holding it until reinforced by larding forces apainst counter-
attscke by a Panzer battalion eguipred with Merk VI tanks, The 23
Zattallon of the EQS5th, which landed npear Itring 41 Baguss beyond the
eagternmost point of the Amerlicsam lerdings, destroyed read blocks and

strong polints, captured the towm of Marinmi &1 Papuss, and made contact

v ; s
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with the U. 5. 45tk Divisicn on D plus 1.°°

Both the glider and parabrocy cperatlicons carrind out on the nlght
preceding tke gectsrne invoclon were accompanied by wuarlows dlversionery
alds, To reutrzllize the effectivensss of enenmy rodic direciion finder,
B-17 eireraft especlelly fitted with obstruetive devices were over
Siclly during the alrborne lnvaslon. OCver 600 parstrop dummies
dropped in varlous places were believed to have added to the confuslon
of enemy defenses, DMverslonary borbtlng by alreraft carryling incen-
élorise was reported 1o have bosen effective, bui in tho Gela srea fires

and snoke canecd by thess bhombings Interfered with the pilote’ vision. 26

HUSEY 0. 2, 11 July 1943

Subseguont sirborne operations had bean plenned for the reinforce-
ment z2nd resupply of the initlal lendings but were of eourse svbject
to revision in asccerlsnce with the unpredlctable develormentw of the
lend Battle. On Dedsy British glider troops towed by O-47's of the
Elst Troop Corrier wing were to espture a key bridge and high groumd
coxmandingy the apprcaches to Awgucte from the west. However, thls
misrion, Imown by the ccde name, GITITQN, was cancelled because of the
rapid dlsintegraticn of the defonce and the repldity of the 5tk Division's

advance. 27

Plzns were also 1lald for the reinforcement of the pars-
trocpers of the 824 Alrborne Divielon on bhe night of 10-11 July, but
there were portnored becsuse of the confused sltustion prevalling in
the batile ares on D-day. 2 It wae decided, however, to fly tke

mlscion MACEALL WEBITZE or HUSKY KO. 2 on the followln. night, 11 July.
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This relnfoxreing miscion consisted of 144 C-47's of the 524
Ircop Cerrier ng carrying spproxlioately 2,000 paratrocrers of the
. £€04th Reglmenicl Combet Tecm.<® The decision to mount this operation
vas not reached until the duy it woe to be coxried out, and irnsufficient
tine was allowved for worndng ithe neoval vesselr aleng the route, Tnis
second force of puratrocpers were te fly the game complicried dog-leg
course which the first had traveled bul with the addliloxal hazard of
traversinog the actuasl buttlefront for about 5 miles. %he erevws hzd
been told that ther wovld fly throwgh o ssfety corrifor whlch wae to
extend from an endrence nenr llaring 4l Basuee to sn exit north of
Licats nnd wos to be fouwr alles inlamd from the Gulf of Gala..so The
orap zone woe to te the Gelz-Farslle zirrort, Culy tco late woa it
learned that o frierdly corridor had not been clezred and that the
Gole~larello cirrors had heen token by the eneny in a strong cowntor-
attack. JAceording to the rorort of the 316th Trcop Carrier Grovp, as
soon as the oixplones spproached the designsted cerricer trne store
batteries opened flre and ™ie entire corridor beccme alive with
{exdly machine gun fire apd heavy flak," As the planes apprecched
the drop zone the fire beczize go intense thot many formstlons which
had so far maneged to survive broke up, each airersft seeking openings
through the hezvy curtaln of flras, wlth the rezult that paratrcons
vere scabborsd all the way from Gela o the east coast., Some pillols
. refused to drop the paratrosps ot all, fesllnp it would be nmurier to

do 82 in such concentrated fira.
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in aZ31%ion $o fire froa both friendly; mnd enemy traops, casual-
ties wers suffered from friendly naval and merchaunt vemssls. 411
grovps partlelp-=iing ian HUSZY IO, 2 reported koavy naval fire at vary-
ing locsilonz. The 5B4 Troop Carrier Squadrin rescrbed that as theyr
arpriachel Sielly about five niles 3otk of Donnalucats o grow of
shipg opesed five on than, "These ghips were most certainly friandly
vessels, " ther maintaln 3, "but no amount of recosmuition slmnale had
the least effaseu on thelr firs, "¢ fhe 316th Group reported that all
ite planes swrvivod the fntears fire froa grownd troogs nd hsudal aud
%o sci only to be el Yy a borrage of fire from poeral veasals., The
pilote ragorted that ", . . &s ranidlv as they poassed over one vesszel,
the next tock wp the fire, snd o5 it continues soue 29 miles osut to
sen.  In dexneratlion the pilots expended their pyravechnics simals
bub it only aldel the nassasre. . . .  Seversl of the C-47'g were shot
down in the gea. The swrvivors, in most instances, were saved amd
tolzen abourd nowval vessela.“sz

Losses sufferad in HUSCY XO. 2 in both alreraft end persomnel were
heavy. A totsl of 28 alreraft fallel %o return znd over half of those
which 414 refurn were so badly danage® as to be oub of comalesion, Cne
PAlo% volasd the oplnlon of many airmen when he gald: “ovidanily the
safest place for us . . . while over Sicily wawld have besn over eneny
territary. w33

Yor d41¢ the paratrasge whleh reached the groand acconplish thelr

nission.  The uiboralded descent of the S04th BLT at many polats led

B
‘ -
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to disastiriusd coafusion. Eoad Plociks were alaried to be on the laok-
out for (erusm parachubiszsts; brlsk flourighes werz exchanged between
sirborne ond griyand trooss; and aven the 1st Divislon, in whose coubat
ares the drop was schriulaed, corrvled ths DD4th ECL as an waldentl fled
Geriin purachnuts reglrent in its G2 regart.a"* As o consgaguence of all
thess michapn the S04th 00 suwflfered heavy casuzltios which Genesral
Iisenhower conslderad 1o be Miln excess of uny real damage Inflicted
on the enany. w35

A total of aporozlmstsly 5,000 Amerlenn poralroopers wers ea-
ployed in the tw2 ogeratlonc In the Gela-lleata orea, wiik casunlites
estinatel at from 20 to 25 zer cunt. Owing t5 toe se-ttered dropping
of triang, the exesublon of the plan for the employaent of paratrosps
in Siclly achleved only lizited sizoess. Exwsver, the resnlis cekieved
by the S05th 20T wlter its droo near Gels would seea to have mors than
Justified its employment. Its agrosslve sotion produzed an ndverse
ei‘l‘ec;t wroa the asrale of the Italian goldiers, some of vhan after
helng sasbursd estlmated that petween 10,020 and 20,000 paratrospers
were dronged on D minus 1. In tho aresn arounl Marins 41 Reguws the
waratroopers were Belleved $o huve caused the withdrawal of enemy
anits about 10 mlles. On 14 July the BOBLh a-ncl £04th Combat Tezue
were sagamtled In a bivourc arsa nesr Gela. A reorgaatazation was
crrrlsd out vhershby the dlvision was relnfirged by an inframtry EOU.
Swpport artillery was assimmeds snl asguning a porition on the extraue
left of the Azerlcqn sector, the 843 Alrborne Dlvlslon was pregared

to act as an infaniry division, 36
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When the first reporte of the ajrborns operitions, and especially
the atory of our tronaport plones, which were shot down by friemlly
fire, reached achingiun, fenaral lrshall exbled Genernl Zisenhower
that if ths reporis wers corvoet it indlested that better coordina-
tion must bo obiained in the fururs.®’ Gensral Elsaenhower replied
that the repsrt of 42 planes! baing shot down by fire from friendly
growsl and noval forces was incorreect. Ae a matter of Taet the todal
nwiber of trangpsrd wlanss lost during the entire alrborne phase of

LU T was 42, holf of which may have been ghot down by frizadly

“
8

troapa.’: the ailrborne landings bhad unfaortunately taken place Guring
o very confused balttle situztion in wklch thers wos an enasy alr
atiach snd o grownd countar.ttuck., In & later evalustion of the air-
boriao operations General Zisenhower concludsed thot the dlame for the
Pinercucably high losses” was abowd equmlly dlstribubted assng the
sevoral sorvices, with a large measure falling upon him for his
fallure to make botier provision nwainet mipwnierstaniings, nartici-
lzxly in the follos—un ogeratiann.eg In regond t9 c¢learing a corridor
through sm orgoaiced bottle cryesn, Ay Chlef !arghal Tedder walntsined
tact the plen For transnortlng owirborne troops over 35 ulles of an
eetunl tattlefront was mwssund in prineiple. "Oren i 1t was
rhysie2lly possible, " he naintained, "for all the troops and ships

to be duly warned, wnich is doubtful, any flre opened either by
mstziza or agalnst any oneuy slreraft wiuld nlusst ecertainiy ba
suprarted by all troopn within runge--As firiag at night ic infestinie

and contral eluost inpossible. w9

-y A
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FUSTTAN, 33 July 1243

The British alrborne mistion FUSTIAN, carrled out on the night
of 13 July, enzounterel .amy of the same dAfficulties but accomplished
more Ceclslve results tham its Auerienn comnteryzart., The objective
of FUSIIAY was to selze and prevent the derolition of the brldee over
the Simeto Tiver, which provided the hest exit from the high ground
into the Zatania plein to the northward. The plan exlled for a
surprise stteeit azainst the defenders In order to zaize and hold the
bridge until th~ British XIII Gorps could got aeross. Aceording to
Zeneral Duan, 107 transnort slreraft and 17 tug sireraft with gliders
1ifted o trtml of 173 troops. TFifty-six of the transports succeeled
in dropping thelr paretrosns on or adjagent to the correct drup zones,
nad 18 of the tow alreoraft released their gliders at the proper poiant
for accurate landings. 3Becauss, hovever, of the hesvy flek en-
countered from both fricndly and hostile batteries, scme 27 alroraft
returned to tholr dbases with coaplete or partial loads, snd 24 relensed
paratroops ub comsiderable distances frowm thelr csrract drop zones.4l
Yhree of the 17 gliders, belng dauoped on the take-off, 314 not
coxmlcie the mission, and one landed in the ses.

4gain the alrborne troops, desplte their dispersion, displayed
grim detarulunntlon in achleving thelr mission., Anproximately 200
parachutists vith five sntitoxl pune mannged £ get into action azalust
the bridee, captaroed it, and resoved the demolitlon charges. As in

the previous acticea in the Syrsous> ars: the British airborne trsops
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were forcel to withdraw in the fass of a superlor force during the
night, bubt advance elements of the XIII Corps arrived the next wmorninz
in tize 2 reteke the undamaged 'bridge.42
The FUSTIAN miesion was scheduled for the nicht of 13 July, but
1t wns not poasible to dstermine {the exact routing until 12 July, and
again net all the convoys were glven notifiention, The senior officer
of H.IL 8. Mishart, for exansle, reported th-t although warning of
the sryroach of friendly nireraft hod been recvived at approximztely
2330 on D plum 3, tonls did not allow the corrwdore sufficient time
to got the nessage to all his ships before dark. Although the navel
escort znde an effort 4o prevent 1t, soms xerchant shivs opensd fire
on the alreraft flying above them. As in the case of the Western
Taslk Force area, & very confused sltuntion provelled over the battle
area at the tize chosen for the alrborne atiamck, Mironic commentary,t
as Generzl Tigenhowor put it, fwas furnlched by the imeident of the
Grest destroyer Lgnuris which, baving just reoscued British and
fuerican vietins of their own flak, signalled two messages in rapid
sucecesslon, tha first to warn the convor ngninst firlng on friendiy
alrcroft and the second td stete that she waz ander attack by eneay

nd3 During the TUSTIAY aneration 1l cireraft were destroved

plnes,
znd 40 per cent of the totel nusher put out of comaission, primarily
as the resalt of frieadly A4 five, !Mssion roporbs sveak of eneny

fire g9 Mnoecarate! and A11ied fire as "wersr accarate. nid
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In addition 4o the thrze largoescale zirslionz described above,
there wers a growp of suzll rigsiens called CUESINUL, desigmed to
attack and horass envay linss of ecommumlenticn and rear arszs in
norineast Slelly., Tre four seporate alssions were flown on 12, 13,
14, ard 19 July, with two Albvenurles of the blst 0F ing participating
in each mlssion except the last, In which there wns only one Albeuarle
trveived. ¥ In CHESTIUL 30. 1 onme of the planseg dlspatehed carriad
ont its minsion svccessfully; in CHESIIUIL 10, 2 neither of the planes
cormleted Lta nission; in CHISIIUT 1i0. 3 both planes completed thelr
rlselons; while in CuDSTIUT FO. 4 tho one plrne foiled to complete the

agslgned risnion, 46

Contrloniion of ihe Alrborne Qperations

Peapltc the orrors mads and the hewvy lesses incurved, the air-
borne cperations rmade an lmortant contrinsutlen to the success of the
Initicl stazes of tha invasion of Sleily. Generad Fatton, commander
of the Ssventh sruy, stated that ot least 45 hours ware ssved by the
astlon of the 824 Afzxborme Tivicion in the wostern assauls area;47
vhile Gemerasl llontzoasry, commander of the British Zighth Arny, esti-
mated that the alrborne assaulits agalnst the 'L:we bridzes south of
Syracuge mnd geath of Catsnie sccelexrated hils sdvance by no less than
o 'r:cm’:.48

Thege ochievonents were accouplighed, however, only ot a high

enrt in both mon and material., During the BHUSY gperation rors than

%l
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800 sorties wore flown with the loss of 42 traop carrier aircraft,
approximptely 25 of which were shot down by Allled nnval and groummd
forces. TForty-seven gliders, or Z5 ver cent of the total nnmber
exployed, landed in $he sea., Approximately 5,000 troops were carrled,
60 per ematb of vhon wers dropved in the wron: place and falled o
rerch their correst destination.®® On 24 July the numder of pesrsinnel
casualties for the JJAFICC was resorted as followa: 9 dead, 118 nisg~
ing, rnd 43 wounded,

It wus evident thut much remained $5 be lsawned about sirbsrne
operations, oud lumedlstely after the invasicn steps were initisted
both within the 7C0 and higher headgusrters to revlew the Siecilisn
exnerionco in orlcr that lossons leurned nisht be ruk to gouod use in
futnure operations. Staff officers of both 200 and Airborne Heal-
quarters took gzrt In clgeussions end prepared critiques on vorious
vhages of the oweration. Regarding the failurs t» drop a large per-
centage of parachutlsts on the asslgned vin-point drop zones, the TS
naintained first of all that the plens Ywere too ambitious znd based
entirely too much on precision. "™l Siciltan experience had shown
that "t is practically imposalbl: ¢to fly over strange territory ab
night ot extrerely low altiiude and drop parachusiste with precision

£

cn pin peoint drop zores,® In the gecond place, it was waintained
thut the routes "iuposed tpon us By the Fovy, ond the navigstionnl
problene encountered becouse of thle routire, proved too d@ifficult

for cur crews. These erews were flying at aight at an extremely low

L

ol
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cltitude and uaidng dogy-leg turne on a tinme and distance basie over
water before plcking vp o landfall or an ‘inttlel polrt' for the runm
in to the drop zonen. nS3 I rogaré to the release of gllders $he eame
wae tree, Tt wes felt that the landing zoneso were too anall and foo
rovgh even for cresh landings. Unless gliderr coula be relezzed on &
recsonshly level and a sufficlently large aven, jeeps and other heavy
squipment woull tezr ewsy from thely moorings and erash through the
fuseluze of the glider., Difficultles encountered which the ICC felt
vere berent its control included the yoor wenther conditions, diffi-
cultler of navigatlon over the tarcet arsss caused by haze, smoke,
and blinding lights, menticipated eneny olr attecke during HUSKY KO. 2
and FUSTIAN, znd, "most ilmportant,! the dicostrous reculbs sustaired
from fire from friendly novel and greund i’orces.&

Sinso FUSEY yez the first opersticn in which the Allled Fatlons
hzd carried out large-scole operctiong ab night, Genersl Zigenhower on
28 July aprpointel a bozrd of officers to review the Sleillen experlence
cxd to see vhut lepsons might be @rewn. 90 After a thorough anslyelw
of the operetion: a tralping merorandun wae produced and cireulzted
to 8ll forces in the theonter, toth Britirh and American, <6

An ippoxtant doctrine lald down in this memorandun wos thet the
use of airborne trocps should be confined to misclons sulbed to thelr
role, and "the force cormender'ts decision to use them nust be made only
after ho 1g potitive thot the mizeion carnot be acconpliched by other
means more eccroical or equally well sulted to the missior. In welgh-

ing the decirion, it must be recommized that alrtorne operatlons ars

% % 4 iﬁ{z; a.i
2 B
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both hazardous and Alfficuli of coordimation, and csn be justified
only by & sltuatlon which clearly shows the use of such troops to te
1m,perc.tiva."57 The deeislon must be made in time to perwdt notifica-
tion to all zir, grovad, and nawval forces, including minor navel craft
end merchent ships. Althovgh of course the ninimum time of advance
rotice would vary accordlng to the glze and nzture of the operation
contemplated, in large-ceale sirborne operaticns over friendly ground
end navul forces, a minimum of 12 hours wes conesicered & good rule.58

Cortedn prineiples of control and staff were also lzld down in
the memorendun, In the first place, since the questions of fighter
vrotecilon, routing, helght, time of dlgpatch, and tke vee or non-use
of recogpltion eignals are air matters, the finpl decision as to whether
¢r not the operatlon ezn be carried out should rest with the lir
Commender in Chief, Secopdly, conirel and plannlng of 81l eirborne
matters, aside from the necessery detsiled planning inm conjunction with
cround formetions, should be centralized in one hesdquerters. Thirdly,
in orier to =lmpiify commend exd communicctlone, the Trocp Carrier
Gormanrd should cperste under the direct control of the Al Commander in
Chiaf,

Certeln operationsl principles were alse dealt with in the train-
ing mesorandun, only a few of which will be mentioned here. The ex-
perience In Slelly taucht that for overvater operations a zone of
spproximstely five miles on either slce of the route should be estab-
lighed and surface vessels should be kept clecr of this zone so far as

¢peratlionnlly poesible. ‘Yherever feouslble the corridor should he

N
N 1)
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marked by newal vesgels, particul:rly at points where the course
chonges, Alreraft crews should understand the special hszards in-
volved in flyins over friexdly surface vessels and should realize
that there 1s a fundamental dlffercnce between the vulnerability of
naval craft and ground forces to attack by smell numbers of enemy air-
eraft. UWell dispersed troope een accept a small-seale alr attack with
coupurative equanimity, whereams a single borb or torpefo can esirk a
valueble ship and 1fs cargo. For this reason naval vessels cannot
accept the presence of friendly alrcraft in thelr vicinity unless
they are positively identified. Alr ecrews should be warned that navsl
vessels are Instructed te fire without warning on unidentified alroraft.
Fipelly, realistic and thorsugh combined treining for alr forces
and airborne troops should be provided to include not only the tech-
nical agpects of the projected operation but aleo details and contin.
gencles that moy arlee. FPreparatory training should culminste in a
rekearsal of the overation with conditions simulating as nearly as
poscible the actusl battle situntion. Speeizl attention skould be
glven to tralnlng in lov-flying navigatlion at night, especlally over
coagtlines. If possible, the trocp earrier ereve should maoke o flight
over the drop area in order to famlliszrize thenselves with the featureg

of the terrain,

R =i S
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Chepier IV
TRE ARSMILT FEAST, 10 TO 16 JULY

Tor the imvarlon of Sieily ome of thu largest flects in history--

over 3,000 shipe roanging fren Pubtleshins ond hure lrimeporis to L80g

tnid 2obor lewrcehors-oting cortzbled in the lledltcrronesn from 21l wurt:
of the (lebe., ez 8 July omwmrd the mroteetion of the agssuli comvere

rearesented o heovy cormmitoant of the sdr fereer. CfF5 the const of

1

Slzoric red Tundcle the conmvors were pretueted by cireraft of the Torth-

>

q LAl

oot Jfriesn ce"ﬂtal JAr Toree avsleted By the IEFFidter Grows bosed

[u}

n P:mt(‘llerla.l < regord numeer of 574 roriiec were flown on 8 and

¢ July Io proteetlon of wstbound convoys, in addition to E40 flown on
locel defennc,  lnlita-baned (lrorsft toolr over the protsction of the
comvors as thel eme vwithin M0 mile~ of thy ielond.~ afber wWlé-day

cn D tinus 1 omd durdng the afpht, twe-t ixds of the rweilodlie fighter
rores tored on lclts vao erplefed In this fugl, the rescinder bedng
cumlofed In elosc esecort wnl top cover to Porters opernting from Litys
and Tundedr ooninct eper: nirﬁzomcs.z ire eor.y wede no atiedl to
aticelz the corvoye while on route to their destintions, and as o w:iter
of fo%, ithe only enel; sirereft crecoumntered on = minws 1 wes & el

T at of perhiops o holf dozer T7-1207r ~nd lle-n02's pear é,.ugi.lst-a.é “he
Spitdirer chot do'n ¢ and »rovabls dectroyed once of there.t  fdrdgod
Eevitd in hils rozort on the orerr trons of the Uesbern TMvel Toes Fores

e hignly of the mroteetion sceorded the eonvoys by the clr forces
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and stuted tkat this role was Ythe mogt corefully planned and most
successfully executed of all. The Coastal Alr Force deserves greoat
credit for the plenmning and execution of the protection of the meny
convoys involved in the oreration. pB

On the night of 9 July the USAAF carrled out some of the most
inftensive ag well as scue of the most voried operations in whien they
bad participated down Yo that time. In addltlon to protection of
convoys and the dropping of real and dvmny poratroope as well as
£liders, the NASF carried out bombing attacks to soften the resistance
generally %0 Allied shock treops, to provide dlversionary aid to the
alrborne aseavlts, snd to prevent the rush of enemy regerves to the

threatened areae.7

Hedium and light borbers cerried out attacks
agalnst verled tergets in the western ares of the igland, the U, 8.
Illtchells concentrating mainly on the Plazzo-srmerins~Calfagirone-
2lecarl area but extending thelr renge as far as Sclsces in the west
ané Floridls in the east. In addiiion to the dlversionary attecks which
have alrezdy been discusred in commection with the alrovorne opcretions,

RAF Wellingtons, Haliisxes, a&nd Literators borbed targete In south-

eagctern Slelly in order to wezken resistance to the initial a.ssault.8

Alr Lover for ifhe Iendlngs
E-hour was set for 0245 on 10 July. 2Planning and execution of the
sporeach from the stonduoint of navigation and seausnshiy was, accord-

ing to Genarsl Zlgerhower, one of the hipgnlighte of the operation and
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Mleft notatng to be desired. v The Western Zash Torce conclated of
threa sub-task: forces vhich were to atteck on a sector covering H7
miles of beach. The sub-tasl: force CIT {45th Divislon) went ashore
on the right flank covering the besches from Seoglittl to Fimme Agata,
10 miles southesst of Gela: the IS force (Ist Division minus the
18tk TCT) landed between Flume Agaba and Gele, witn the Fanger Force
aasavliing Gela frontally: the JOSS Force (eomposed chiefly of the
Z4 Tivision reinforced by OCA of the 24 Arzored Division), atbacked a
sector extending from six miles east to six mlles west of Tieanta. 10
Desplte unfavorable wenther conditlons most of the asseult waves
rade thelr landinge not more than a few minutes behlnd schedule., The
createst delay cecurted in the cagse of the 45th Idvision landirgs,
where H-hour was postroned a full bhour, A large degree of tactical
sarprice was acnieved. The Gerpene aprerently were not certaln where
the mplp wveligoet of tha attaclkx woudd f£all, for on Both the dzy nre-
cefilng and the duy following the attack there was frentic mareching
anfl countersarehing from east te west of the 12land. Gereral
Fizenhover was of the oplnlion that the troops defending the assauld

beaches got 1ittle more ther a2 one-hour waming.ll

An outstanding
feature of the Sicilien lantings was the use of nzval gun flre to
neutrelizo beach defenses and shore batteries, it CEIT, wnere des-
troyvers were employed to cover and support the lsndings, tne 45th
Iivielon landed practlcally unopposed and was able to proceed to the
ectablisnment of itrs beschherl more rapidly than had bsen planned..lg
In the DIIZ ares oppositlon varied on so.e beaches from light to fairly

s
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heuvy on others. In the JOSS area, aftor an initial delay cauasl by

tad wenther, the landing:s went forward successfullr in splie of esnemy
. counterilre on souwe beashes. 3By 0510 on 10 July all landinge had
been succasctilly accampllﬁheﬁ.ls

1t was belisveld that the excry salr Dovze wodld exert avery effort

to atlack the ehlpping and bouzi:e e wrly on the mornin: of D-day, with
the objeel of dlesegsnlcing ond dlsrusilng ihe inveslon forces at the
subzab,  The auwnber of Alliel fighior alreraft availzbl: was nst ade-
quate, howsvtor, to provide contlzaous cover over @)l “he beuchae
theoushrat the 16 howrs of Cujliht. Sufficlaat flihter streazth wos
present in the theatser, bat the Walting factors wéve (1) the sperationad
ezpaclty of ths alrfilelds oa lnlte and Prab-Llexiu, (2) the long
digtance fras the opsruting fields to the assault sreas and the re
saltdng short tiue of eover providel 3y each sortis, and (3) ths lurge
cuardtuent of fighter esssrt for the hombing.misaions.14 Ia view of
thews elrsumstineas 1% wus agrecd thet esniinnous fizghter eover should
ba providel over tuo of {hs beaches throu tout Gnliont; thuat a1l
Tweding areac shouwld have esntimasus protacticn for tho firsh two
hours of 1apliski, fros 1030 to 1320,wal for the last one and o kaf
hoar. of dayliht, fros 1690 to 17205 thut o raserve wny should be
Wb st 2 high degrec of rasfinesy to reinforss ooy arez az the situa-
tion &aﬁxn&ei.lﬂ The follwwlag allocutisn of tren-3h was znls in
order to regulote o closely as pacsidle the euployment of the Tighter

foree:ls
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Zesch Iorce Same
A8ID 5 Spltfire sgquedrons ¥alta
BAR 5 " " "
GANTD 5 " I ]
DIME 1 US Figator grom (Spts) Goo
JOSS 1 " ¥ {P-40's) Pantslleria

Turlng tas ssseult vhase all fighters, includlpg thoss operating
frz1 Pantellerin, wers under the contrsl of 402, lalta. The U, §. S.
Lonzoxia provided forvard dlrection with VEF/RT in the DIUZ and JOSS
avens and the U, 5. 8. Ancon, in the CYi ares. Subordinste to the
vonrewia snd providing visunl direstlion over DINS and JOSS beaches
ware the U, S. 8. {hasge ~nd RPlsearne, respectivaly.l? On D-day the
ZI1 Mr Supnort Qowmmd {eivancc) begin motive operations, with heid.
gaerters anl fightor control eboord the lonroviz., According to the
report of tho leatern lmvel Lasgk Force esmmonler, the U. 3. Army fightor
diroszter wits pliced abosard the flagohiss wore sont frow the Thited
Statsc, espeeclally for the Sicilian invasion. Ibey wer:s highly tralned
persymnzl bab bad no experisnece in a war zone wud had had no oppore
ualty for brainlng ns a 'bea:.la In splte of these hanidieapns, howsver,
znd in spite of the fact that the plan covsring the fighter protection
of the aprault arex -ios not completel until alfter the assauli convoys
mul 4o ges, Adriral Fewitt stabted that 1t wos his "conrldered ouinion
that o aogt credituble perforazuco was turned In by the fightar director

wnlts, partionlarly by the mit abeard the USS Mnmravis, w9

Fighler
dilreztor freilitles, housver, were in gencrz) innds~uate, These iz

the U. S. 8. Risgurae and ths fhass hod been 1holly funroviszed in the
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the theater, while the elomontrnry Taellities in the Uonrovla were
f=zroveld Min 5o £ as $lac and sralluble cyaloment permitied. X
Teanerts for el saipport involving A-36%'s snd T-20V3 were gest
. B r4dle fro. Alviszlons to the V. S. S. Ugorovdia, wiere the; ware
fileorsd aud exdersd throvgh I Mdr Support Command {resr), losated
on Cape Fan venlosulsn, 2 Iequents which roquired Light amd nediua
boubrurdooont alverafs wera gacaod by LI Aty Sropsrt Conzand t5 hisher
bendovar bere. Iuelical recomanlssnns: was fwnlsted by 111th Sessrmatew
cemer Sgunlran, yhleh flzi- prodeterained poute .,  Snot recomnsissanes
a3 aleo pryvided by dlvertlng o part of the fighter cover, while
sreciol rolonnzleranc? ulsslong ware tre ded za odr supsort re-q_u»asts.m
Tarlng the wooolt rhase, 10 fo 12 July, the Fet .nd 334 Flshter
Crowmzs wwre Locibed on Gizo und Foaatellerla, ressazilvely, and the

other wnlis wers on ths Tipe 3on peninemle, Tke inlilal orvder of

botble wag an f-nllws:?z
Oremlatlan I ol Zags
alrcrafh
Jiey Flohtze Grow Spitfire Gozo
JI1 Tlchter Grom Z 30 Puntalleria
SR Fishter Sesedron -} ienzil Tenine
S24th Tister Graug Tuetl El Havurarl s
27th Pauhardoeat Groun (D) 3-26 Zarha
861k Sioharlorat Group (9} 536 Foxba
11th Posonncl swmngs
Sguadron Pabl Kerba

It 3z tepda-d, perkione, of dlvergen®t sorvice wleus thut the Tovy
. aaint dred kot "clost soamorl by ulroraft In auphitious operatisns,
a8 unlerstsnl by the Toty, did not exiszt in this the .ter,"% WrETLAS

the Tarthiest Alelcan Adr Forcos anlntalued that the Yeover proved

. 2% =

I N R TIt
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suceansful. = In suppsrt of 1ts viaw the Duvy pointed out thaot the
averase nuabar of flghiers orvar euch of the oreas O0NF, DIME, wnd
JOSZ was copraximately 10 sdreraft; that there wers suversl "holldays”

. in the schelals when no cover exlated over ome or two arean., ard on
tyy scencisne there wero no fishter: dn oy of o areust that with
the 11 dted nmomat of esver, p-S%rolz could be aniniodned ot ons level
snlyr, thaus mxiting inlerzestlon of Both hixl- and Yaw-level ottaclks
difficdt, Tlazllyp, even shom reguants for ologe alr sunporie miszsion
wera gronted, the o lag wees exeossive, sietins~ az mush 22 12
h:fum.gﬁ

In svpooard of lir vionz the AT nainted cutb that on the day of
the Inveelon SHitfires end F-20's £le. 1,092 cortisg and thot, zlthough
the Doy wat proparel fov @ logs of vy to £00 chipe durdnz D minus 1
aad D-2ap, the nuuder losd from encay clr citacizs un to nightfall on
10 Jady wes only 12, Tke majorlty of thaese lossesy czourred ia the
JO58 tnd DUT aress whers the wir attach was siringest and where the
znchzring of shiws es Tor out s ol ailer had the effect of over-
stratehdnr fighter patrols and rermitting tho encwr to oed throuh the
goroen,  Furthersmre, fighters on patrel on D-day were conbinuously
fired vpon br Allied ships so th-t patrols ordersd g% 5,000 and 8,000
Yoot uero foreced wy to 10,000 wnd 14,000 feod, at which helghi friendly
fire wue less hazardsus but the dancer of eneay airexaft brealdng

. throwh way eshineed. 53 a1 as i Tuown no S-3tfire was shot dowm

=27
bty friendly five bt saveral wers hit znt donnged,”™

- iﬁ
[l s‘ !U:;jt“ l"'
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Further dots precentsd in tke report of the Yezbcren Nuwal Task
Toree itzelf wiuld seen Lo worront the comsluslon that, elthsugh operate
ing wnder extra.oly d1fficolt condltlons, the alr forces porformed a
ercditabls job In proteciling the dnvasion floet. According to this
report, during thoe thres daye froa 0245 on 10 Mudy to 181G oa 12
July, spprazicely 200 eneny {1ishis were plotied on the operctions
brari. Of thls nuaber, over Iolf wire inland f1izhts which d4id not
reach tho 02, DINT, or JOSS prear. There were 99 plotied encgmy ralds
alzed at {2a assault sreus, of which 20 were intorcepted and driven off
prisr t3 catering the arsas vhile the rewaining 63 rulds wers, In most

cagas, sunged by the fightor csvcr.gs

ot lnelwlcd in these &9
nlotled ralds woro frequent low-level atizeizn which could not be ploled
w2 By rador, These rzlds achleved o good deoil of surprise by coming
in very low, flyiggyfi?he valleys, wd thea darbing over the ridge of
hllls onto thz beuchep., Hevertheless the relatively light losce: sus-

tained by tho Snvy wonld secw to be testizony ta the high degree of air

auperdarity uhich the Allled clr forces cchicved prior ¢o the invasion,

Zataolleizent of the Zeochhexds
4tk 1ittle effegtive opsosition froon the los-grude Iftulion
forses defonding the beazhes, Alllel ground broonn zafle exeellent
aragroen guea thay ver: srhare. 37 tha end of D-duy 211 heachhezds
on the Arerican sestzr ~wnie regcare. Ihe II Corvs was firvaly estehlished
on the reszlor running £rom Gela to Teor13E%i, “11: o ths left the

21 Tivlsion k.3 coptared the toum of Ideata apd wrs sendlag strong
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combnt watrols in the drection of Palzn 81 limtechiaro and
Cuzobello.  Tho tws dlstirsd Dongkhends of the Seventh Aruy extended
to w dayth of fron two 5 four allis inland, The Teitish forces
W=cdsy suzzecdad in sesarlny thelr beiohbeads, the Pachine landing
fleld falling cn the =aftornosn of Deday and the port of Syracuse
loter that nlzht,  The fact thit ny deolition hod Teon earried sut
at Syracase would s2ea b2 bo further indieation of the tuotl-=al cur-
zrler sitending the in:,rtvsion.?g

On the 11th the enzsy luunshed his zojor effort to throw the
Aecricen inmtudere buct into the gea.  The pain weight of the counter—
attack, which bogmn erly 4n the worning end lasted throushout the
day, £l aruln-t the lgt Tivinicn nenr Gela. Zheny Infontry, spear-
hezded by Lhrls IV tawss, ot onc time broke through to vlthin 2,000
vords of Celo Tefors being stonred by artillory and pasll srms fire.sg
“mwal punfire wus brought to bear eugcessflly azzingt the Geroan
tanze of the Fer.oom Coorlng Division.?t Tho atincls goalust the
“0th Pivi-lon were ulry rovuleed, znd on the ertrens right, Conias
end Bagora werd tidmm, On the lefd flad: the 34 Divielon extonte? its
vecethead brrond Liguvtn wnd coeormlished 1te indtind aleslam shead
of sehodule by ratshizg the Yellow 11119.32 Zy the end of the day,
thoa, the Sovonth Aruy kxd e-tendel i4r benebhond on toth €he rizhi
and the lefd £1lam'ts wxd kod vithstood deter—ined eounterstias=e acmingt
th~ aenter,

In the Dritlch seetar 3113:31 irsoas sdvinelns from Syrugine took

Prielo on the 11th, vhilc to the south Toto cnd Avele fell. Tke

AT 3 L .
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ceachhe~d was advenced ou the F-ching peninsdlda amxinst siiht

b
opracitian,

il

Cn tkr 12fh the enouy rorcwed ks atbeusts {0 prevent the catah-
Maomnt of o fizx beachierd by throvicg bis taufiz wad infanbyy agzinat
the Lot U, O, Tivisian sauth of Ilscewl. 37 late afterncon, howaver,
the atfec: uus repls=d rnd tho exuay war forcel €2 abandan his
otte ot to cwvase the beiwckhesd. Ihe Donte 00iv) oirfield wair cape
tured during thz xormdng, vhile o2 the extro.c right, eleuonts of the
48th U, &, Divlszlon cont:ictel the British Tcohth Srny, Expest for
onc gag south of Tecl the Scveath Ar.y by the enl of D plue 2 held
o convex oeelor which wan elrht miles doen L% Cela nd extended 15
=1les on elther fisw's, Puarins the afterassn the sdvanse Sroy egmnand
part zoved aghore froa the loncoris snd ertablisncd 1t701T near Goli--
oproof, 1f ooy vore nzedsd, thot the eritiee) phnse of the assault wus
over cnl the Saventh Arcy war in Sieily ta ~tay. S In the Dritien
cector Aumacba was occupled on tha night of 12-13 July after sn intense
aaval bovbardcent,

After the "Oubline Alr Plan" hud Deen apgreed upon it became evident
to the Avay thut the rate of disembarkation of e srting aras for
the lond foree: would not bte ropld enoumeh dvring th: firel few Soye
to ascure the scewrity of the heactherdr. lsarsdile it would be neces—
cary to lpberdlel the emsuy's covesent.s from tho Intericr tonoxd the
. casalt area.e Zecouse of he pesoller terredn festures of the iglard

1t war Delloved that tke bl of the oneny's roveo.n® woule be by resd

PV if;— \'“f‘;‘" e,
' W
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o would roddoto Toth fvou the eneny's comcoadrotion srea round

Tnve, Jbdeh i gpproemdiately in fhe center of the leland, oed glong
. the coratal rend frow the a:nzt.zu Lltkev h thlz net cornitmient of
the olr forecec wio cob snvicloncd in ths orlAinal plan 1t wos et b
the te.poTery trexofer of @0 grovps of P=28 fighter-borbers fron the
ftrctode Jdr Torce ¢ relnloree Uwd grovps of A—.‘Eli's of the Toatienl
Air Tores., Thye P=I8 srovps were norlomed to the ecctern area, while
the A=-28 Jrouvps were fo concinirate ¢un the wesbers end cenlral aress.
itk orlors to sbtocl 2ll asvencomt, the form: tlonmy were dlepatched
gvery S0 cirutce thaovghovd the doy tegirning ob fivret 1ig;ht.36

Turlpg Pedor execllent torrets on e ooy roads were prosonted

and o larpge muber of eacny wolcr trimsrorts wore destrored. Cn the
11tk o totel of 20 P-28%' of the Tvelfth Lir Toree were sent on fighter
sweeps to b torpote, while X80 LW368's wore dleritched to attach
cotor tromnert colunwys, braine, and alrdroncs on the island. Ik
thece obbudr 14 wis clalned that 343 motex traxmzrarl, 2 lozsrotlver,
end B ile-108'2 on the promd were ¢ither degtiroyd or dawnged by bombs
(26 zochine gamnln: o' On the following uy, 12 July, mecrly 1,000
~oriiee were flown by dor fighter cnd fightor-bombers of the Iwelfih
on sveers and strafing cieeclons porlrst the creny's rear llnes of
garzamieation in csuthorn cpd centrnd Siclly. Good resulis were
wehiovi @ by thece attecis which were nade in the vieinliy of Culiwwlcretis,
Catonle, Tneo, and Cactel Torzivi. T2 Under thir secle of zitnck tre

erenyle rond mavimentes wore prricualy hiorered ind the Adlled nriies

voere ovle to strengthcn ond enlarge thelr beockheadr,

L

Fre i
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In erecovnters with the cnewy oir force durlng the azsault, Allied
flihiere were concrdenourly succersful. OFf the gsilanted 100 or woxe
cneny flshters which were elrborne on D-dey, the Spitiireg ghot down
12, protably destrorsd 2, and doroged 11 for tke loss of 11 of thelr
ovn, mm"ﬁer.zg Cn the fellewving doye the cnecyls cpsuultles were even
creater, In 872 sorties on patrol over the Slellizr benchse on L1
July, Allled afreraft shst dovn I8 enemy plopes and probably dectroyed
B, for the losg of 1 Spitfire cxnd 1 P=40. Cn 12 July. 24 enexy alr-
creft uwere destroyed, 9 probably destroyel, ard 21 dsmaped. At this
point the encuy teson bo loirich his dey offert tul ot the rar tize
to increcce the scale of hig night attacke,

Lhe 411lied air foreec. hovever, wero preopared to meet thls con-
tingsacy. Do profect the teaches wnd ehippisg arniret night nttachs
thren grovrd contral intercepts (G0I's) were irnstelled in ISE's for

40 Thepe gsenborhng

ernlozrent in the AC0ID, 3LFF, oné DILT sress.
GCI's uere in operation during the first two nighte folloulng thae
lenéirvz, and elthough the tloe owdleble Tor lretallstion and treinp-
irs ve: inadegunte, the reculds webleved by the exporlaoens proclecd
well for the future., In additlon, night patrel lianes of a sinimum of
three alrerefd ot o tilme were nadnisired on difinite patrel lines by
the night fighters operaiing off ults. Cue 20-21le llne ran nerth
art sguth off Syroouee, snother for the some dlctanes 20 mllers off

Gelr, ard a third off Cutonlo. Some Indlecation of the guccese

attending the eofforis of nlight fishters ig indicated hy the bag
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teizen oo tke nisht of 12213 July: five Jue%8'2, two Cort 2-1007%3,
snd one To-317 derircyed, onl one Jr.88 protobly destrovr.d. 2

A48 the ybove nccount Indle-dse, the effert of the Tacileal Adr
Toxce In guprort of the landlng ozerations ord the secwrdng of tho
Tezckrenls wor Intenzive.,  Z2elow there 1c smrmrized in etutisticcl

foxw the weldvlty of the Tuetdezl Jdr Force Curlng the assiult stuge.

Thotlesl Bomher Taree (orerating fror Dunisic)
bt

Ly
\1th e li]
ZIT Jdr Swpoerd Qowmernd (eperaiing fren Tunisis)
F kbors 280 (Lnoludiss J6 sortles by 325

Grovp of LATLF)
Piohter-bortere LL,077 (inaluvdag 802 scriiec By
PuZBte gf the WADLY)
Tariicel
Tesennal <zence 60

Desext 2r Zoarce (operating frem liedlte)
Mehters 2,022 (Anslvdes 3lrt U.S. Growp at
Gogo gnd 378 U, S5, Gromp st
Prmtciloria)
Flobter-Trubory 9%
Iesticel
Becornnlesance 72
wadic
Mokt intyvders 37
Tight Af1 fighters 58
1038535
122
10 A-30ts
11 T.381s
3 P-&0%:

2 Eurrlcenrs
2 Dpitfiresx
1 losgudts
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In additicen to the fishter wed fightcr-bunter effori which was
rut forth %o protect the sewtorme lnvution force, the full welght of
the Stratezle Slr Toree was brought to bear ngeinet the creny during
the acsavli perdod to meutralize hic air force omd prepors the wap for
the A1Med advizec, Trom De-foy omvnrd the mcin enphosis wos on commu-
nicotlons tirgete, ard four grovpe of E-17'¢ ard five grovps of medius
bosbers of the Luelfth Air Force ac well op five groups of B-04's of
the Dinth AT Torce were in aliartd caintinvoug dally operation., On the
g of the invesion, 10 July, 79 B-17'c of the 28, 99th, acd J01st
Grovpe delivered an stlesd: iy three wxers azninot the Cerbint alr-
drone and 1ts rztelllies which for 211 practical purposes rendcersd tre
slrdrome oo weld op aorct of 14 oo bellites unserviceable.éz Lhiriy-

coven B-T0'r of the 801ch Growy attee’rd Prleszoln Rarraci-c while 71
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Z-20'c boxbed tre Avie cirirouer ot Sclzcee and Irepeniflilo. Cn
the afterroon of the rous doyr 08 Iditerstors of the IX Jowker Gounznd
chlooized the orrkelling Frrds ot Catenls, czurlng grest dramge to the
rollrend feellitlen; wille 22 Befilc of the @Z4 Crovp attocized the
mirdroae st Tilo Yelentia, causing uany exploslons and flres in the
sirdraze arca,’® During tho nlght of 10-11 July medlva mnd right
hambere of the Twelftlh Alr Torco fontinved the var Lenting pounding
of ailrfielin ard cox-inlesntione,

Ca the Lith, 75 2-17's of the 24, 97th, arnd 29tk Bocbordment
Grovps (Twelfik iir Force) followed up tho vorlk of the Liberitors of
the Minth Sir Dorc: with o concentreted otinc’: on the marshalling
vards at Cotanln, In whieh pemy hite on tre yords, repair shops, md
industricl Inctellotions wore scored. Around 25 eneny sirersft wvere
enepunterid by the heavies unlch ckot doww fouvr lle-100e, two lle-Z10's,

48

ool one Zew-2001 wlthoud loss. ke Snlvecn tdrdrtne was struck by

36 D-00's of the GL0th Growp whose pilote reported crabers on the
lardlng ares Tesmlilng from Towd hﬁr:-'tﬁ“‘:? Cn the stue day 43
Idbverators of the Z70Eh .xd 28%% (rovps (IHoih sir Yorce) attecked
the alrareme at Regeio on the Itallen nalnlend, csvering 1t with
vurete, Widle o zualler foxce of 20 B-24's of the BEth BorTerdwent
Croue shrelt the me-x-by ¢ rircme of Tidhe Vulentis, 43

Ca tre Lollovwlng dsy, 17 July, the Idbsr torn of :bhe Tinth azain
vieited Peslo; bot tris t1ze tielr alrlne nolnts were tke huybor, the

rarskelling yarde, and thoferry 9lip. Fhotor faken sabeeguent to tle
B g :’tﬁ
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attac: - 47 B-24's of the 44th and 389th Grovps showed o 50-foot
ercter, flve sebs of traozp blecked, and the main line 3o Glovennd
impanm'ble.ég Jorty-tws wirer. it of the 3934 znd 92th Bonmbardment
Grovps AH) attuciced the Serry slfp ond mereridling yarde ot Sen
tlovenni, scoring seversl hits.Eo Strildng ot the Sieclllsn 2ide of
the stridis, 72 2Z-17's of thre Tuelfth Alr Jorce atbtue-ad the roilre-d
bridre 2t lerzinn, furtber dlorupting the encay's tranmiortation
Tacllitles, lcrahlle the mediunms “mept e;&p their nomnding of uiréromes,
Gerbirl anl its srtcllites recelving thelr Q&udly atinch, Tifty-eight
2-26'e of the 3L9%h and 3Dth Grouns atbockel lzrigento ond Canicatti,
recpectively, reporileg hilt: on the barrac'™ aron ard rallread stosicon
at tha forzer ond in the sorrkellins yards ot the latter.sl Cr 1O
July, 3-17's of Duelfth idr Terce attocked ctmcunicotlons tarpets o
Tnru, the tirlrome of Troy wifiile, the Careitells landing grewnd,

and tke qorskalling yarde at Iandnozo, whers 11 direet kits were re-
50

PR ey

rorted, Ine hervlien of the IX Zrmber Comend concentrsted on the
Axle edrdromes ob Crotone zmud VIto Tolentin in the “heel! apd fige
while 18 Z-TG'r of tke 240%h Croup ecored z direct hit on ore ghip

[ =i 4
in the hurbor and stortel soverdd flrcs in tke towm of Tercini,™

The ireviicble reoult of tl conblred efforts of thke Stratecic
cud Taetblel) Jdr Torces wos o redveticn of enesy -1 rerictance, the
134k telng thn lart day on vhich he wos 2ble 4o put w any effoztive
oppociticn In Jledly. The loss of his csoctel rader stobicks and

othrr vital irrtallotlons on D-day morat thot the enemy hud recourse
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bo gpotty coverege only. Mic ndcht effert inerc-sod tesporexily,

- B
but as hur rlread; been chewm, that {cs wos effectively courtercd,

wlz Soordinntdon s Creund Cuexotdcn:, 13 4o 16 Julx

On the Jzerloan zestor {re men of tkc Ssventh Jrsrr eontinvef
thedr zdvonge on the right and center zlon: o line ronrdne nowthurct
of Comdcy $o the Bl sroxnd thrce siles rorih of Pente 0o, vhils
the 34 Tivi-lon on thke 124 £302- oxicndsd ftc agrreerive reconnslge
serce townrd Agrleents ond the noxrth. 3 «he 24 Sruored Idvision reacked
o roint ed-ht miles nexthect of Gola and cdvenced towrrd Soters, Wit
its beashhend fircly estodll hed, ihs Jevcath aruy began immedlntely
o put the coptured alrficldr ocnd communicetiors into operation. 3By
this tlwe the ixls had lest elx airfields and landing grounds In
Sicily, including Ponte Olive, = glider striyp northwest of Gola, .o
ool wlin U, 31 0 Ll W80 1., Ca the 13th dhe first
firator sgrdrony flew into Sielly, the 244 ng =0T (lass the ALY
Squadron) landlng et Fachins. 9 On the following day the 111tk U, S.
Peconnal ssance Squadron moved 3 the Licuts :4v strip while 324 Ving
AT o2k wp wesidrmes 2t Comisn, Cn the 13th tho 3ist U, <. Pigater
Crouwp landrl 2t Tdestn, vhile the 334 Grows Tlev into Tlestn. Cne
Tod afber Dty thers wmwe o totxl of 18,5 syundroms of the Dol
wu Sielly,  Tue schelnle of Walli-we thremh G armiet s olvan in
SmEptaiix Iv,

In coagirating 13 sround oper.dion: thr dreralt of TaZa™

cantliacl thilr abbaolts wrcdnst 0l emezy v3d noweisnt, Roblag-

" -
o
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strallng slochons were floum ¥y s A-35'5 oF 5740 cnd 86th Tl kter
Crowps in ecalr.l and northern Sielly on 13 July, Zowme adbached
inedudsd Cui lvatrans, Terinl, Corleona, =ud Flazmr ‘».oriasn.
Toirécen =iszions .orc flowm cgndnni eaesr drag marer by TE 233z oo

th
ae T3 Thodater wal 81 P-c3ty of thr laf:*ib Per Geogps,  an estizncdd

L2

£3 wihiclae wers o1 licd destroyed ool 67 G--2d, in adlilon 45 6
57

lotooutivon cod 45 cuv- dostrored of Teaniorie. The same day a

forge of Droadizhiers of 141 Sguairen fron Cooatal Mr Toree atbuclad

L entuy eanvor whaut 100 Diles morth ol Dolerio wnd mescied in

elgsing o lrrge asrchont shlp,  The suwae doy o desbrirars wers

5

atiogzel 4 eunron flre, Ca ke night of 13-14 July 3-05'z of

the 1oth Crowpy TerMed the dursrtunt troasisrtdlon cxaber st koo -nd
LEBue.bal T ersate oorocd blad: ab Lo:mf-‘s:cte.‘}a
B the crd of th Tirat weos of operationg the Seventh X3y had
neesmplishol 1ts inttisd objcetive, which weg 49 reach the Yellow
line. Uhe copture of Biscori airfield on the 4% meant that the
southeastern system of alrdromes was i1n A1lled hands., It hod bessae
apperent that the reowlss of the sountorzibasce ne.r Gela on the 1lth
12th ked persuedad the cnsay to witkéraw, ficholas only delaying
uctlons ard maltdng: lecal ewuatar.biuel-.  odr recopmsiscance showel
e wiihir wal to be in the peaersl drestion of the Catania gladn,
A onew boundary vhleh ectended frsn Tizzinl zlong the r2.d to Laltastirone,
Tinzza A .::r!.na, wed the rocd juzetion 10 rilep sounthuesst of Trma was

estublishel Dotweon the Aleriem 3evsath znd Dritish Fizhid Arztes,

ot fefe (i

AN i
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Tor the Fzceath Arcy the wor war tivas clear for z msjor drlve north-
wiostonrd throwdh the ielen’. On the 3ritish geclae the Camndlans teo:'s
Crltasivons on the 16€%h wxmd Plaszo Soering the follodging day, while
the Zlgath Aroy extendad ts Pricocsle bridchoad norbh of the river
aosuinst deteralined J-oruca r3olstance. This memt thit all the enemy's
effogtlve forces were now north of the line Primosple brldge-Pilaz.a
Arucrina-Zon Cotaving, €0

Zor the rezadinder of the first weoll of the lnvislon Tactleal Jirx
Toros cantinvel its attad iy on eaomyt Lovements oxd poiltlong, eongen-
tesblas parblenlarly on thz trunssoriatlon orbories leading fron
cantral Slelly to the eust and ssubh. Co 14 July Touk-careying P-38%'s
of the Iwelfth Adr Force carvled ant abtreks soalnct tnrgets of onpor-
tuanity in the IE, Ztan ar:a, The fown of Fma wis repoatedly rolisd
daring the fay (nd nlght by Zosbons and Sallinores; torgels Beaufighters
hit one asrchonl vessol of aboud 7,000wisn ciaagliy with two torpedoes:
fiares torpsldo bilss Dler wp asother of 3,000 %o 5,000-ton canaslty,
hila g saaller vessel wus shot wy with camon and left blazing
flerculy, In cddidion, torpailo-corryding Vellisgtonz sanic a merchont
vasgel ol nbout 5,000 twng necwr O1bia. Bl o nid to the darts varied
notivities the medivae ol the IX Fijhter Cox—and rurtleipatzi in the
follouing astlvitio«: 19 2-25%: of the LTth Groap dropped over 50,000
prmls of bacha on rauds in crd cround Tanap £f 3-2E'a of 340th Growp
drgpped aptraximotely 70,000 pourds of bowda on Prleruos walls &4

P=20's of 323h Tighisyr Group carried oub pairol misslonz over the
[ ]

=

hezoh of Ileotbo.
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Q¥ the 1oth the encayts Julndling wix co:zlstaace In Stelly wan
birolien.  Spitllrss on offenzive putrols sver the Jotanla and Gexdbind
creas exeountared no cprasition, and few encsy wlooradt wore roparied

. by flshtery egrortlng J3llel Totdhors ond fi.g;f.d:s;r-‘:-:mheru.ﬁs The bouh-
lng of encay polilans anl troanportd was 220% v 94 a0 Dx-hsir bazls, the
“elllntons ond modfums erp-lonontiag at rd bt the ke atiac:s
deldvrred by & Ca the nlckt of 15.16 July, for ¢anle, Bostons,
2214l ores, rald 2-253'c cnorlcl oub plsslons cagrielng 110 sartles
Goadnst Taafnoos and recd aween 1n Sicllr,  oroed recswmad snenes

cavared slrtesle rosde throyghout the nipghis azd revsrtel srd ettt o

nototel off 280 txmacarts of worlous s:ma\,.'s —dlreal Ferls mad
Juretionz, swiply wad cmaumition Juwps, wal other targets of OGP0
tunlty were bombad by fishters rmd flzhtoecwhozbors of the Twelfth Adr

- £5
Tores on 18 Julr. oY

sl Qidensize ssaluct Southers Iiads

sk L1y ostahMshiient of the baaehheal~ and the pzutralization
ol the eavar wlr force lefy a2 loree purt of the 111ied anir foroe fros
to ebtac’s on o larger scalz sleatoesle tars it~ farther ~field. Fidlew-
inz o atiielz by 43 Vellinfane on the nicht of 17-14 July, & mass
dorlaht stle's vus sade secingt lessine b o oixed force of 17
=Lty D220V, nd T-0C'- of the Tielfth Alr Tores pnd 73 Be24's of
the Minth siv Tores, Ihleg fures of 212 e llun anl Benvy boxbars
drapped agrroxiw Lely 80D ton. of bor™s, enasing extersive daeange to

L3 o1 L3 1
thls vital part.c' “hile lJesnlnn po L dned o flrot pricrity targst, an

kv
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Lacreeslaly henvy aly offentdve arplest conimmbentiors, eurplr, wmi
alr toser dn gouthorn ITHdy woo anldoptaioen, O 4he L4tk 352 2-17'-
piraz: ob Japlos fn oon stback concldered entlirely smeoses:ziud, hite
belng =zowed Phedughout the degl artu, the Lownl aAvisusl depod, siirves,
wnf zeskoldins yaria.67 The avbtucz agalusd Kaples wus contlon:d
daring the wi bt by 40 Tellingions and the Dfollewdng day (1E4R) by 72
Z-17'z. Tholographs talken aftes tke rald digelossd mevere duunce to
marganliing pards and rolllag ctscl:, ne fawer {hun 16 ¢$ralns belns
his., Ilaeb of the trucls in the sonbral portions of the yards were
dnmnged and Bleczod, while on the castara and southern gldes they
wers eldher coversd or blodirl by dedris 3 oo prevand the build-wmp
of encuy alrt roslstance ths bauwhardaent of the sewdlhern Itwllin
airil=lds was rouowel by Llberstsrs of bae Dinth Sdr Torece Guring the
S.aan Gay, 656 09 S-24'c {lidng of? sy tholr Cryrenzlemn bases to
bosd the lugorbtant base o E‘oggla.eg
Zollowlng an stioes on the oisht ol 1L-16 July by «ellinoms, the
hezvlos of tho Tyollth Ay Foree cincentrated thalr efforts acsinst
fun Cloromi on the Itelicn side of the Gfrcit  of llezslps, Over one
buscr2l 2-17's causel sxbousive doance to $he sarshalllne yards and
rallicy fooilitize, Cn the gane do the Literators of the Minth con-
tinaed their bowdlay of Itallian alrdromsn, thils tiue girlidnz ot the
cazzmyts Bisher base ad Derd, while 128 B-35'< and 3-26's of the NASAT
ware dl=patched to Tuad the £ightxwr base of Tibo Valentin in the toe

0
of Italy. Thetoprashs tazen subreanent to the atbick on the latter

BTIRY = 2
AR . L
.
T
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dlgeloead that oul of 78 giveraft rrec-nt during the attacs:, 50 were

" 71
dectrayed nnd tway &mgel,

Lowlew of the Alr Zhoge at nd of tho JTirsl uyeal

Dy the =nd of thr L£izst weos of fishtins in Siclly the lard forces
had commled approximately one-third of Slclliy, wnile the A11iz23 =iy
forcen had offcotively woutinlized the enenmy adr reslstance based an
the 1:1and ond had earried 1tz offensive with great fury aud pawer onio
the zeinland of Itely. A0 this point 1t 1s well €3 review brlefly the
Mr Plan and $o noie 1o vwhat extent it hod besw corsled out., 7The wlan
aata the £9)lating aszu;ptians:'?g

(1) Ta:% Oomiso, Ponte 0livs, 3isczarl, wnd Fachinmo wiuld Bde coie
tured or denled to ihe easuny By D vius 1, ensbliinc osa D plus 2
3 howler sgale of atback arslostd sirdreaes stil1 ocoupled

(2) Taus, ingter glin, texblng actlon wiuld prevent relnforce..nt
of Jholly and novaacny of fovees £224 west S0 eust asrozs the
Izdond

(3) Thet br 14 July the veos of Cutonda zald Corbind oleilelds
ghould B eff230ively denlzd tho ens-y

(¢) Thel by 16 July Ot xiz rxd Gerdinl right be o our hunds
wad ready to reaelve cidrveraft om thot dar or tha dny Lher.
Lad thatb whom thie sboge Red baon roached «ly gupsriority
over he Tritle arec cheall be Loocursd

(5) oot the western sixficldn of Szizcaz, Castalvetrans, 14lo
(Trepoml), 3:rizzo, -md Z3cee UFilco (Palerma) shoulld be
gacwelal b 36 Juldy Lo thiae sead well.

«ce record shovel:

(1) Coowaublsn of Comlrs on $h alght of 11 July, Fonbe Olivo axd
Blegarl on the 10U, - Tomidny by omosn of I-day, with 211
gerviessble cgoent Lizzorl an 17 July

(2) Herwr boxboriazat of O Atimlretdr, . Coniodtl, Agplcosats,
Tallebuaney, Dy, Zrrelfr onos, Dlusss Araering, mod Lorears
Tridda, all imortcal eentor: on th odn roods ucwan- the
Izland, and San Glevornd on the Ttollon wsinland, mn onbar'=a-
tlon rainfirse—mt vaint
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(3) Continwou~s nttaci: on Crfixii an? Corbial (dvfl21d- s3 thas
ther wera wniencnls i the epesy by 1% Jar

(4) Tullore of trc prowwd forser t2 eat the north congt roud ard
than fleat of the Inlend rends, with the consacasnee thot,

. demziic the 1okt Lol flshier-boshor efthrt Yo VATSE, the

fotkr wers able ta redlstrivute their forces zpd retnfores
the 5. Ein. aves fron the north and narthwest, and thas wers
e Lo proveni th: fell of lLaszin. before Polerue deonite
Alliel afforts to bring 3L ghouas,

(8) b~ roplé oseupntisn by U, 8. faracs, of wolaganz, Castelvetirens,
tarsnln, drapesnd, aed Folerae, ut the resndi of the wilthdrawnls
25 tho wert side of the Island znd tne power of the oir

attac’s,
Thie chopter baving danlt vith the Wdr phuce of oporations on o
dng-by-da7 usie In ordor 40 indicite 1%c direstlon and eoghasis ca
w2ll ws somotbing of whi ot 1% accomliched, it L5 well L4 this paint

to swamnrize slatistictlly the rir effort during the fir~t wee's of the

3
inrrrion, 10 45 1t Juw,

Skrglazie WJdn Korce fle=v 1,720 Bo<ber cartles, of vhich 1,071
were wyRlnsh ensay wasitlons awl line~ of gormivmier tdoms; il

a

827 $lghtor sartl-p, 22 vhich €04 wore on bamber ezcort,

Sae¥lerd i woreg fler 76S tader zartlew, of vhich 510 ywero

7 gednrt osomy poeltions ond lpes of ecwainlczlion: tnd 7,076
fimaber wrd lrbter-Poiber soztles, of thich 270 wers by fichter.
Pomtrrn, TvaT lnlio 4,877 flghter cortier Yy o axd Tis fishtcr
rardles T nitht were floim.  DEfort Pofore the ingaciom wae gume
cetiratet on sdrdrczes wad leddny grovnls, bit after the lndinss
3% wer 1moe3iohely soltched 12 enavy pocitions on? Ursn of
conzanies tisn,

Caaatnd Wir Dores,  Traedng the gnuie rorisl figbtere of the Jonatal
flew 1,200 contire on comvey eceord, 707 on defense potrsl, 47
gn ~Ar-ren rascie b ortic on cen resinmcicstance,ond 2 on anti-
b hmte-—n totol of 1,580 fighter sortlze, Coastal-tvpe alrcraft
elso flew 487 sorties, of wnlch 203 were antisub bunts and shipping
strikes, 15% convsy escort, "4 reconnalssance,and BS alr-zea

. rescue. light-fighter strength had now been :ugmented by the
£145h cud AlSbh Zemufishter Scuvadrens,
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kTl of el Kok - 13 . Lot vadusble worlk was adtoiplisked during the
WOED T3 NOSORLIAF 1WlTT ook CTURS, « aws epitfirer, TLEGTF lantange
frou Tprth Alrics , 210 Shlflrcr, onf oes recormelpeircs
sellpgione wrnd Srdibicres, 21 ploying o vitel purt iz bulldlng
T the dally pleture of exeny activliry, 5 totel of 3L sortles
ol ddewn, Jdrests reosos oredt searchof eantintsldly for rlesing
alrevewt.

Q(}Iwﬁ gcﬂ"q: 'Ti‘ﬂi :‘ A m. v:r\ﬁ"

e of /0 Siieatlve Sunbles Sexdovakility
ey eent
Feror hoikor- 4432 PEL0D
Zecluz, tarbore 1.688 84.12
Iiht rozters L7 78.00
Flghtcr-honhers 1,220 69,14
Tlghters 2,742 7746

Floirer exclulde 238 non-sffestive bomber soriler, In cédition to
the Stown, 5,008 fl:btrr sertler wnd £70 fikter-torher sortlec
wers floun frew Kolia,

.ﬁﬂﬁ}) igﬁnnmi--e s'lzniz_:cr'

Tuoxdng ke veelz 10 to 15 July a totel of 4,020,350 tope wers dropned
sn exeny objeetlvee in the Ucldlterrencon thooicer of spevatlions.

e B S 13
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Chepter V
TED ADTAICE I0 PALTEIO, 17 IO 23 JULY

After thn firs estrBlishrert of the Teachheads during the first
weelr of the invesion, the nost tashk was for the Pritlsh Zlghth frny
to reducs Catqnly nmd for the Anericsn Soventh fo molte a najor drive
naptlnard ord westunrd vith the obieet of gelrxlng the lngorienl port
of Frlerra, On the vlght of {hs Lierican seetor the Zd Divisicn emne
tinusd 15 aszould ageinst Lgrlgento anl % the mornlng of 17 July kad
captured the elty. lloving fervard on its eosbor, the IT Coxps encoun-
tercd etlff oprosition froam the empny who wuo cundn using tanzs in
stprort of leen) eumuniercitncks., Tneing the Seventh avay thers were,
from wast o emst, the folleuwing encuny unitnat 207th Conctal Idvision
{Italien), the 4th Livorno Divisien (Italian), ths Hertaen Goering
Tivisglon (Cerzem), and the B4th Tapoli Divisden (It-:ulian).l Ty 2id
the adverce of the Ssventh Lrmy the XII Alr Cupport Commwnd asrigoed
targate OF opportunity in ko northern mnd western perts of Slelly.
Tine xiecdone by A-36's of the 27th Fighter-Zowmber Group on tae 17th
~trafed 51 trioks, 2 tarke, snd 2 holf-breczs. Torly 2-368's of SEtn:
Tlghter-Somber Growr strr fed L6 mator transpord, 20 to 16 taw’s, 15
loccostivez, zxd 65 to 70 frelgpt core.® Iuring the night of 17-18
Juls tke cruy broie off centrel wlong the eanlire Ffromit, cnsbling
the Savwenth Ay o adriace woninot slight ‘:cesir'bance. Fevertrelose,
zony mines wnd Pooby tripc wers cneduxtered along the way. In the

122

R

gk e pemes -
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IT Qorps oren the 1et Divdialen adooreed toward Villaross and Tnanz,
+blls {he S08k Tivislon coowded Onli.c"retba and pushed porthuard,
rooching opalat Lo -Adlen norilve~t o dobtoring brosmlown.  Along
the ginsbal contden In ko romt dhe uoerien 8723 Jdxosrne Divicion
reidtd a owren netheocet of lent Jlersre.  Auene othir agtivltic~ of
the Zoatledd Jdr Jores on 1B July wore 32 sordlaes flowm T A-IATm of
tho 85%h JipaboreBigher Gewas, in cti.cise on losarstdnez, ¢ ro, ond
other targol of cpporduwndty ot Ctertrn, L3ramn, Lerenra, orl Torind
Inerece, ¢

Fegacets for odr sgpport worr foraxdsd dix-od froau ddvizlon er
eorps bo Ho.lavarirrs XIT Alr Tpmart Caz.oxmd. Corme ~anliored ik,
o’ but Jdd net JAb-r way reqacate. Tegae-te fon ndsoicone wera
spzpbeld wed Lo, provided cirver £ wore wrailedl: ed ths fnroct
wora oL A1 cadiovle for Lip abtaddn, An wpetsededz aom vng ol 42 shoa
rirsrtdsoird aed attnell Jdeslons [lovm, 1) rejuects belng chselisd
ol grasddnatol oith earrest ¥ orolisnz., Tilter gomirol kRod ghifiet
fro. the U, S0 5, Iageosds cnl on 1O Judwy oo 2mbob1d A =k Gel o,

hyoirs pudzolo, krevar, ia lns vieinity of Tic-t: wxd Ceriponlo

continas i to Yo gontzollzi Irom the U, S0 5. Zdocoms wmiil 20 Julyr,
hrmous WIvemeel eporiAlons sz urs ~ab o un wt Lowlients, with drve
erraratica 1 Ak sdn opo o Alons A Wb 01, The wnlt-o of 4R DT

AAr T art Deeard arnd i Laiscblmme duxdnce ke perdad of 2 Lla

ot ot Bridaeball vro o f9llowz:
Sroanlocticn Iz olo _—ia Iida ol dnelwad
in Slgdls

SLot Jishter Group Spivfire Tamt: Oliws 15 July
1124k Erorommnds-ance

Sguadron P=I Ponto Qlive 15 0

"
>4

L

. ¢
iy -
i g L
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- Lge ofC sasp Late of Arrival
in Sledls

s "iu:-.x:“ Crovy Paitl) Licate, 1S July
3 Fighter Sgradron Fad Iiects e "
e‘& % 3J Yool ond

éroze (D) s gole () e+
£6th Dorbordient

greup (D) -T2 Gel: (W) 20 "

lLesradle, on tre Peitirh cector trho plen Tor reduelng Catanla Ty
sretoratio hoobing of thé‘:om wrd Its arpro.cher wer belrs pat indo
rifeat. Ca the nd gkt of LC-17 JFuly four Jortems of 326 lng and 30
S-05% s of 4ke woberin 17tk Zorlialiant Group (L) sftscite? wxeuy posi-
tiome £t Coirain, lorins down wn excellent teoh puttern anl dropping
105,000 lu:fiots,  Thot sace Blghl A-08'z of the 27Hh wnd G6th Tlghter-
Barkex Croumps otbacked the Firoste wallroad ~$-tlen and Uherle, The

folleving dar o tstul of 118 £pitfixe gorile~ wers flown fron l:lia

hl

over the Catomle aren, ~Wile 24 Z-00'c of the Jd0h Eoulorlucnt Growp
cbrud: o4 Prtarce, io thke vert of C;.._&I'i\,,.s

L the olone of tho dastt chepticr 1t was peinted out thet ik-
12ilurs of the Zritiszk 4 oul tve of theo west-tc-zast lires of commu~
ricutier Eud =rbled thr Geroans S0 reinforss thelr position at Crtonla
ard te Getalr the Allied cféuxes in salic of biitsr fighting, Tever-
treloss, on 19 July thy witel brideoehecd ot Priverssle, vhich exrmanded
tan entremer 4o the Crlonl: plrdn, unre extesded, "Ath the bridpe
fir iy recuecd the 2ritich drosns wore able i35 oprrute north of tha
Carralun; i, ot by the ovorips of the 16th R84 succeeldod In getilng

tvs bripndze zorose thre Simebo Zdver, Jritlel tri:pe fuck E‘.adciu,s:=,6
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to the wert of Criceie, znd on the 18tk o f1light of 28 T.E8's hud

v field ey, Dicpateded wr escort to thres Sunderlands on & sea
sezroh, o forzatior of 10 M52z, CGenman-type trensrort plane, was
spetbed on the war bado. Lb o point 30 ndAler novthweest of Ustice Izle
the P=38's wtiacted and brc;.ugnt dewn the 1&1‘;.7

By the 12k the sicrican Beventh and British Eightb jrolen wers
rperating wnder o nev dlrective, wnereby the Tlshih Arny wes to drive
tho eaery Iptz the liessie: penizooda by three malp axes: (a) northward
fra. Catirda; (1) along the Laonforte-Fegrdbulo-Mrans lMue; (e) wlong
the Nlcoeln~Irodrnr-Bandrzre Llne as skovn on the map following tice 178,
de rigrion of the Seventh Arny was te drive morth anfl morthvcidwars
%o copture Frlermc. The 1I Corps wer t2 egtrtlish a strong bare at
the rerr of the Tightk Loy and $2 advanes north and aorthwest ond he
zregared to attael Prlerms fron the east. Jhe I Frovisions) Corps
wag v adwinge norttwestorly and o prevared to attack Palermo from
the corth and southwost. The 24 Arsored Tiviclon wor to follow the
Provielonnl Corps wad bo resdy to explolt a breswmthrough or exterd
envelopnant to ths west.

In serordonce vith thic direetive the onvelopment of Polew.s
poibered norentan negndnet ireffegtive oprosition on 19 July., ke let
Tivicion, vhieh vas now on the rifht of II Coxpr, wan obliged to map
up & strong mociict of cmecy reclstonee south of Zome, On fthe left of
I1 Corpe the JCth Divislon cdvanecd to the north and west, senling

9 bl )
etroeny patrals as frr ag Uarlexopdi,” o arsist the advance of the
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a total of B4 medium, 705 llght, and 1,170 fizhber~bonmber gortles

wera flown from the nlght of 19-20 July to the end of the month.
Rondazzo probably recelved the most conelstent attention, This impor-
tant rosd Junction which comnected the Axle positions in the north with
those to the east was attacked nizht and day by a $otal of 43 medium,
46 light, and 178 fighter-bouher sorties from 20 to 51 July. 4An oub-
standingly successful raid was carried ont on 22 July dy 36 U. S.
Warhawics whose pllots ¢lalmed they destroyed 40 enemy vehicles and
danaged 25 others.1® Ranking next in the scale of attack was Troina.

Activities of ihe Coasial Alr Force, 17 o 24 July 1948

¥hils the Seventh Army smashed its way to Falermo and the Allled
alr forces took the alr offensiva to the Itallan mainland, the Coastal
Air Force continued its ceaseless but unspectacwlar work, After the
establishment of the beachheads, however, its activity was less strenu-
ous, for the enexy was forced to divert some of his alr and sea forces
fron the Iorth African coanst and to concentrate then in the battle
zone.m' Antisubmarine escort to safeguard the passage of men and
maberiel along the North African coasts contlnued, whlle the usual
reconnalssance over the west and east coasbs of Sardinla and Corsica,
the Tyrrhenian sea, and Itallan coastal waters coantinued. In recog-
nition of the contribution of the NACAF, Admiral of the Fleet Sir
Andrew Cunningham, Commander in Chlef of Allled Naval Forces in the
Hediterrancan, sont the following signal to Alr Vice Marshal Sir Hugh P,

2
Lloyd: 2

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

oo 131

Wie have been watching the efforis of the Coastal Alr Force both
in the offense and on thelr routine work with much intersst and
admiration, They aras doing a first clags jJob., Plemse convey my
thanks to all concerned.

Aln Offenclve Against ILiallax Commanicaticns Iargets.,
" 17 to 2¢ July

By the time the ‘gEtghthLAmy reached Palermo enesny alr activity
from Sieilisn bnmas was non-exlgtent. The only airfield available to
the eneny was believed to be the umnlmportant lsnding ground at
‘l‘aormina.zs During the waelk 17 to 24 July the (lerman grownd forces
had no fighter-bouber support, nor did Allied bombers over Sieily en-
countor any fighter cppositiom. As previously pointed out, the over-
vhelning air superiority of the Allies enabled the Allled atir forces to
strike al alrfields, communicatioas, and industrial targets in Italy.
As Commander in Chief of the Alliad Forces, however, General Fisenhower
made 1% plain to General larshall that it was his policy to give priority
%o gir operations which had an effect on the land battle and the nen-
trallzation of land forces, Any strength over and above that required
for these operations, he declared, would necesgarily be used agalnst the
wost eritical points in the emsmy's communications system.‘%

The two chief coumunicatlons targets attacked during the wealk 17
to 24 July were Naples snd Rome. Followlng a night attacik by 32
Yellingtone on 16-17 July, e force of heavy and medium bombers from
the Minth and Twelfth Alr Forces struek the marshalling yards at Naples
in one of the largest alr attacks of the Sicllian campaign, Yaples

derived its importance as a targst from the fact that it was the rail

-
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center and chlef port of southern Italy. Its large triangulsr mar-

shalling yard bottlenecked the bulk of peninsular traffic and constituted
. a large concentration of locomotlves and cara.gs The alr armadsn mal-ing

the attack consisted of 97 3-17's, 72 B-25%s, and 107 B-26's from the

Twelfth Air Force, and 77 B-24's from IX Bomber Command, a total of 363

alroraft in addition to 164 Lightnings serving as oscort to the

nediums, Carrying out their attack during the morning, the Ninth

Alr Forece Iiberators suncceeded in placing s heavy concentration of

bombs in the target area which resulted in numerons fires and explo-

sions. 26

Congidarable enemy fighter opposition was encountered, and 12
enany alrcraft wers claimed destroyed for the loss of two Liberators.oV
In the afternoon the heavy and medium bowbers from the Iwelfth dropped
a total of 545 tons of bombe, A dsmage assessment report coveiing
both day and night attacks showed extensive destruction over the entlre
marshalling yards and central station, the lndustrlal areas north and
south of the rallroad, and the fuel lustallations east of the mar.
shalling yards. '"Damage in all parts of the marshalling yards," accord-
ing to the report, "sppears so widespread that 1t is lmprobable that
any effective use oan be made of the system until moot extensive
¢learance and revalrs amounting to almost commlete raconstruction have
taken place. "8 The airoraft of the Twelfth Alr Force emcouniered
intense and accurate flalz as well ae a few formabions of three to

five eneny fighters, bul only slx B-26's were lost in thils mass

&9

attacl,

Some idea of the effects on enemy moraie of the bombing in southern
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Itsly can be gained from csptured documents. Oberfeldwebel Hesslinger

rofted in hig diary on 18 July 1943:50
Few daya apo, leafleis were dropped with the message that Naples

. would bs bombed day and night unless the Itallane would throw

out the Germanms. A slgn thait we haven't much, 1s the fact that
the enemy alr force does exactly what it wishes to do. In spite
of big words from ouwr leaders we have nothing left, OCur leader-
ship does not function any more. . » » We have too few alreralt
and because of bombardment of gasoline storage dumps, we lack
fusl.

The German officer was right; the Allied alr forces could do as
they pleased, and two days after the attack op Iaples practleally $he
entire gtrateglie air force In the lleditorranean was concentrated
againet the capitél of Faselet Italy. The deeiglon to bomb Home wag
based upon both politieal and milltary considerations, with full
recoguition of posalvle reasctlions of religlous opinlon throughout
the world. The geography of Italy made its rallroad system a particuw
larly vulnerable target, for the Apvenines, which blsect the country
lengthwlge and rise to an avorage helght of 4,000 feet, mako it Aiffi-
eult to provide the country with reilroads adequate for war require.
ments.31 In faet all traffic hetween northern and southern Italy,
with the exception of that which is routed direct from Bologha to such
places as Fozzia, Barl, snd Brindisl, passes fhrough Fome., Iis two
large marshalling yards, the Littorio and the San Dorenzo, were
therefore commumications targets of prime importance. Rome, however,
was no oxrdinary targed, for a small but lmportant part of it was

. nentral, By the Lateran Treaty of 1529 the Tatlcan palace znd itse

gardens (om area of about 109 acres) were constituted into en

independent state known ae the Vatlean Oity, with the Pope aa smovereign.
' NN )
COMFINE Al
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Hore important perhaps than the legal aspect was the fact that to
Gatholics the world over Rome 1s, to borrow the language of the Treaty,
#the Zternal City, Eplscopal seat of the Soverelgn Pontiff, center of
the Catholic world and place of Pilgrimage." 3Ivery precautlon had
therefore to be taken to bomb targebs of military significance only.
Evidence of the extreme importance attached to this fact and of the
care vith which the attack was plauned is found In the cables which
pacsed between the Combined Chiefs of Staff and General Ilgenhower.
As early as 19 June 1943 a mogsage from the GCS stated that across the
Tiver from the Vatlcan City there are three lmportant basilica: St. John
Lateran, Santa lagglore, ani S5t, Pablo. The exact locations of these
basilies wore glven, and it was etresmed that the Combined Chlefe of
Staff desired that mo demage be inflicted on them. 2
1t was recoznized also that an attack on the "cradls of clviliza-
tion® might redound to the advaniage of Axis nropagends ministries.
On 25 June the CCS cabled General Iisenhower thai vhen 1t was decided
to atitack the marshalling yards of Rome he ghould issue communiques and
guidances to press corresponients, with the following in mind: a clear
dlgtinetion should be nmede between the bombing of Rome itself and the
bombing of this most essentinl rallrosd objective; emphasis should be
placed on careful selection and training of crews; the Allled stoxy
ghould be released as quickly as possible after the event and before
the sneny version had a chanes to gain 11{:].6..3:5 Ag the tlme approached
for carryipg out the long-planned mission, General Tlssnhower cabled

that 1n order to scoop the Axts and at the same time insure sgainst

E-‘g%?;g?& ‘4' {"\{‘ «
J
T
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any false announcement in the event that the mlission were postponed
for any reason, immediate information that the bombing had begun would
be passed simultansously to Arnold and Portal by ledlterranean Alr
Command.®% Coincident with toe issus of a communigue ,35 supplementary
news relesses would stress the mature of the objective and the care
taken in briefingz those participating in the attacl,

Besause of the special character of Rome, no attack on the military
heedgquarters in the city was made, and all tergets chosen lay in the
suburbs, The plan called for an atteck on three vital avess: (a) four
B-17? groups of the Twelfth Air Force were to attack the Lorenzo mar-
shalling yards and steel works adjoining, which lay on the eest side of
the city boundery: (b) five B34 groups were to atiack the Littorio
narshalling yards and airfield adjoining, which lay a conglderable dis-
tance to the north of the city; (c) twe groups of B-55's vlus three
groups of 2-26's escorted by three groups of P-3B's were to attack
the Ciampino airdromes southesst of the elty. The attack on the
mershelling yards was to be carried out in the morning, whlle the
nediuvm bombers were to attack the sirfields in the arternoon.as To
create a favorable peychologlceal effect the 205 Group DAY was to drop
leaflets over Home on the night of 18-19 July.

Carrying out the mimgion substantially as pisnned on 18 July,
more than BOO U. S. hombers dropped about 1,000 tons of bombs in a
very successful attack sgainst the three target areas. The two mar-

shallivg yards, as well as the alrdromes at Clawmpino and Iittorle,
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were nade temporarily unservicesble., Fhotographlc coverage five days
after the attack (24 July) showed that many hits in all parts of the
Lorenzo marshalling yard had caused widesuread and severe damage to
tracks, rolling stock, end Installatione. Apparently no traffic couwld
proceed from the central station, and smo far ag eould he ascertained
there had been no activity in the yards five days aflter the attack.37
The industrisl plants neaxr this target which were hit included the
Tabonelll gteesl worla, s rayon faeiory, and the Flat distribution
center snd workshops.ze At the Iittoric marshalling yards tracks

were destroyed by direct hlts in at least 44 places, while a large
nunber of wagone were destroyed and many trains burnt out, The rail-
road bridge connecting the marshalling yards with the reception sidings
was belleved destroyed, but 1t was thought nossible that one set of
tracke was wable. The maln line to Florence was Gestroyed by direct
hits in five places, and as a result of this wildespread destruction
the whole systen of the marshalling yerds was put out of action.

The effect of the damage to the rallroad faclllitles should be
viewed in conjunction with the rald of 17 July on Faples. Thege two
ralds produced a gap of some 200 mileg in the Italian ratiroad system
between rolnts north of Rome and south of Naples, thus prevanting for
& period of at least several days the movement of Axls troops and
supnlies by rall from central to southern ltaly.

In regard to the zlirdrome which was situsted along the west slde

of the Littorio marshalling yerds 1t may be sald that severe damage

,au"’}qll-_I f""“' J
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was inflicted on the bangars, administrative dulldings, and other in-
stallations. The northesst corner of the landing ares was closely
covered by aporoxinately 100 oraters, and 15 aireraft were reported
destroyed on the ground, Very much the same story was true of the
two alrdromes zt Clsupino., Both airdromes were made temporarily un-
gerviceable by numerous hits on bulldings, stores, facllitles, and
grounded alreraft., At Clampino North there were around €600 craters on
the landing and dlepersal areas, while at Ciampino South approximately
200 craters, not including suall ones, were made by fregmentation
'bomhs.sg

Despite the fact that warning hed boen given that/attack against
Rome was immipent and although American alroraft approaching the city
were traced by enemy radar, no effactive opposition from the Axie air
forcee was encountered., The heavies encoumntersd some nine eneny aly.
eraft, while the mediumg were engaged by spproximately 20 Axis planes
which failed to make any ageressive attacke. The flak over Fome wae
only slight to moderate and mostly innceurate, while over Ciampino it
was heavy, intense, and very accurate. Two enemy alrcraft were des-
troyed i:or the loss of one B-25 and one B=26 out of an invaslon force
of over 500 a:\.rcraf‘b.m

There was only slight damage to non~military objectives. A suall
church, the Basilica of San Lorenzo, itogether with its cloisters, re-

colved considerable damzge, while a few houses and other bulldings were

bhit; but no mejor religious or historic shrines were touched, Certainly
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the mission of 19 July 1943 against Rome is a monument to Anerican
precislon bowblng. In transmliting a report to Genmeral s¥nold on this
farous attack, however, General Spaatz sald: "It should prove of par-
tievlar interest to our Air Force supporters, but definliely has very
1ittle interest from an alr force standpoint, It was too easy, wél
With the bombing of Rome the five B-24 groups of the Ninth Alr
Force were withdrawn from participation in HUBKY to begin thelr train-
ing for the famous low-lavel attack against the Floesti oil refinerles
whilch wag to be carrled out 1 August 1943, The Twelfth Alr Force, how..
ever, contlnued its attacks against communlceations targete in southem
Italy. The period of intensive operaticns, 17 to 24 July, included a
return visit to the Naples marshalling yards on the alght of 20-21
July by a force of 27 Wellingtonm, together with daylight raids on
22 July against rallrosd targete at Fogela, Battlpaglia, and Salerno,
The mission against Fosgla marshalling yesrds was carried out by 71
B=l?ts of the 97th and 59th Bombardment Groups which dropped a total
of 713 tons in the target area. Reconnalssance photos showed that ali
the mein lines running through the town were severed, leaving undamaged
only a loop line running between Feples and Bari., As a result of a
violent explosion approximately three and a halfi acres of the mar-
shalling yord were completely destroyed, while a large quantity of
rolling stock and debris was heaped around the devastation. Numerous
buildinge, car revalr sheds, and workshops, as well as the main station
and frelght depol, suffered hesvy damage.42 The enemy air force put up

ne nore aggressive opposition againsi the rald on Foggla thap 1t 4id
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in the attack against Rome, but one B-17 was lost as & result of enemy
alreraft ﬁm.%

In order to extend farther the devastated gap in the Italian rail-
road system rumning down the west side of the boot, 52 B-26's on the
seme day (22 July) drovped 311 x B00-pound borbs on the Salerno bridge
and marshalling yards, while 48 B-25's dropped 282 x 500-pounders on
the Battipaglia marshalling yards which were just a few miles south
of SalemOL% Fhotographic reconneissance subsequent to the ralds
ghowed that at Salerno all reil traffic appeared to be stopped, while
at Battipaglia all traffic through the junction was stopped. Rerouting
of traffic at either place d1d not appear feasible, and reconstruction
of the main lines would have to be dons before a return to nommal
conditions, UThus rall traffic to southern Italy was virtually cut,

pending the necessary repairs at the vital Junctions,?d

Atiacks Asalast Sowthern lislisp Alrdromes
Iike the commmications targets the enemy alrdromes in southern
Italy were attacked night and day. By the bdegimning of the second
waelt after D=day (17 July) the enemy had virtuglly no ssrviceable
alrdromes in Sieily. The Dulk of his bomber force was by this time
based at Fogegla with other formatione scattered at Groifagglie and San
Panerazio, in the heel of Italy, and at Titerbo and Ciampine in the

vieinity of Rome., The bulk of the eneny fighter and fighter-bomber

force in the centrel Mediterranean was by this time located in the
heel and toe, while the twin-engine fighters were based in the Naples

LUy
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area, %6 Begides the atiacks on the Littorio airdrome and the sirdromes
at Clampino discussed above in connection with the abiack on Rome, hits
on the following asirdromes in Italy were made during the period 17 %o
24 July 1945:%7

Poud gliane 21l Wellingions on night of 17-18 July
2 Welllngtons on night of 20-21 July

liontecorvino 38 Wellingtons on night of 17~18 July
72 B-25's durlng day of 20 July

Aguino 20 Welllngtons on night of 19-20 July
49 Wellingtons on night of 20-21 July
67 B=26's during day of 23 July

Caxodichine § Welllngtons on night of 19~20 July
39 Wellingtons on night of 20-21 July
8 Wellingtons on night of Z21-22 July

Vibo Valeatia 65 B=-26's during day of 20 July
Crotone 36 Wellingtone on night of 20-21 July
72 B~25's during day of 23 July
Groeseto 77 B=17's during dey of 21 July
levorano 70 B-17's during day of 28 July

Of tho air bases listed above, Pomlgliano, Moate Corvino, Aguino,
and Capodichino were located in the Haples area snd were used by the
eneny principally as bases for twin-engine fighters. V¥ibo Valentia
and Crotone, in the toe of Italy, and Leverane in the hesl, were bases
principally for single-engine fighters and fighter-bombers. Grosseto,
a bomber base, was located to ithe north of Home, half way to Fisa, In
the rald of Wellingtons against Aquino on the night of 19-20 July
conslderable demsge was done to hangars anéd adminlstrative buildings,

and 3v alreraft were damaged or burned owt. The 72 B-25's attacking
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l.cni“‘irﬁ,m the follouiny day plroed protic:dly nll thelr bombsz in

tho t?:é‘f_;et area, dectroying or drmacing 26 proveded nireraft, among
thiich were 13 lle-110%s ond cix Teorge aircr::'.ft.és Cloud cover mrevented
wn neewr: e ostlocte of the doczoge inflletcd by the 70 U. 8. Tortreecges
viloh wttocized the boumber bnse at Crorcreto on 01 July, but svalloble
cvlCenee lrdicoted rt least one l'e-Z25 and fovr mediux borbers degtrored
on the growrd, and mony dlrect hite on tarracis, rexnlr skons, udnind-
stration Dwlldilucs, and o korour, lhen rectrrnisrance reporsed in-
creceingly large corncentrations of singlewengined sirersft at Leverzro
cirficld 1n the heel of Italy, o forece of 70 D=l7's were dicputched to
drap 808 x E00-pound bombs, A48 oorirult of thir rold the p4rficle wos
rade ungerviceable ond subreoquent roesnnsicsones dicclosed ob lenst 18

of the 39 lle-103's around the perimeter of the fiecld demrged or bumt
out. Ine hervies encountercd o fores of eneumy rirercft, 12 of thien
verce elalucd destraz’ed.49 Zho cuml tive rffecet of there intense
utteelzs poolnet Axta ndrficlés further redveed his declinine rir strensth
in the eentrol lleditorrmnern ond deprived bis lind forces of cffective

zir suneort in Sieilyr.
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L Chapter VI
. THE RADUGTION OF THE ISTATD, 24 JULY T0 17 AUGUST 1943

As the Seventh Aymy faced eastward after the copturs of Palerao,
thiere were indications that fubure operations in Sicily would be prin~
clpally agninaet German units.l Air reconnalssance which reported an
ineroase in the flow of reinforceaents aeross the Straly of Hessina made
it apparent that the rapld withdrawal of the previous 10 days had come
to an end and that the enemy intended to impose & maximum of delay in
the American advance, 1Unlts of the 29th Panzer Grenadler Diviglon vere
arriving from southern Italy and wers opposing the advance on the north
coaat road, while the 15th Panzer Division was on the Seventh Army's right
flaniz, Desplte determined enemy resistance, the lst Divielon captured
Jicosla on 28 July and ths 45th aﬁ.vla.neaﬂ. along the coastal sector to a
pogition five miles west of San Stei‘ano.a Yeanwhile on the British
sector Allied forces conbinued Ho hold their considerable bridgehead
north of the Simeto River wlth little change 1n advanced positions, %he
Cenzdiona, however, swinglng on the Catania posiilon as a door on a
binge, were making progress in the central sector against stiff opposi-
tion and succesded in capturing Agira on the 28%h.

The gtage was now get for the maln assaunlt agalnst the Stna line,
The enexny held a triangular section of $iclly in the area San Stefano-
Trolna-Regalbuto-Cantagnenuova and thence to the sea south of Catania.
Fhe terraln of thls 80-mile front favored the defender and presented

the Allles with a situation resembling that which they had faced in

1432
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Tunisia. Although they were fewer in numbers than they had beean in
Tunisia, the Germans in some respecis stood an even betiter chance of
delayling the ulbtimate decislon, Nt. Etna dominated the eastern position
and narrowed tho frout on which the attaclk could be launched., The wild
movntsin country nrovided few roade, and several hilltop towna cone
nanded the princinal routes, which a handful of Gerumans were able to
hold against superior numbers. Even when they were driven from one
position to another, a few well-placed mines and demolitions were
capable of impeding Allled advances and affording thse (ermsns oproxbtunity
to prepare other positions farther hack.s

As the Seventh Army faced eastward to drive the eneny into the
¥essina area all units of the 64th Fighter Wing in Sielly, excent the
111ith Tactlcal Reconnalgsance Squndron, were being used almost excluaively
ag fighter-bombers, The majority of misslons flown were either sgainst
ground targets located by tactlical reconmalssance or against eneny
shipping. If other suitadble targets were lacking, flghter-bomber
sweens were Tlown over the northesatern area of Sieily in seareh of
targets of olcportunity."’* Targets attacked included Milazzo, Troina,
Stefano, Regalbuto, Catanla, Messline, Randazzo, and targets of appor-
tunity along the coast rt:m,t.‘l..!5 Excerpts from the dally Operationsl and
Intelligence Summary of 25 July 1943 1llustrabe the type of taciical
a2lr operations belng carried out at this time,

8 A-36's bonbed supply dump near Orlaado.
12 A-36's Dombed rond between Orlando and Steohano.
36 A-36'g bonbed Mllazzo harbor. Direct hit scored on Merchant
veasel; near mlasses on small craft; a teached barge also

strafed; and in Stefano area 2 motor transvort destroyed
and 4 demaged.

e, b, '
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12 A-36's bombed bridgze in same area; direect hits scored on road.

12 A-36's bombed vessols reported as Italian crulser and 2
destroyers in Hessine harbor; 3 direct hits on aft deck
of eruiser, starting fires; both destroyers hit once,
one burning.

Eittyhavks escorted by Spits carried oub three attacks, hombing
and strafing W and 5¥W of Etna. Few motor transpors
seen. Additional sorties for 24 July, 117 Spits,

During the last weelx in July considerable effort was concentrated

againet Milazzo, which wag at this stage one of the enemy's busiest
harbors as well as his most active seaplane bass. Bebween 24 and 30
July 38 sortles were flown by B-28's, 196 by Bostons and Baltlmores,
and 251 by fighter-bombers. Amother target which received considersble
attention during this period was Regalbuto, an important communications
center. On 26 July 215 sorties were flown against this target at
approximately 40-minute intervals in waves of 12 sirgraft each, Fly-
ing the missions detniled were 24 Baltimores and 48 Bostons of 5 South
African Alr Force Wing, 72 A-20's of 47th Bowbardment Growp (L), end
24 Baltimores and 12 Bostons of 232 Wing., The roads approaching the
town were well covered, while the town itself was reported to have
suffered heavy dama.ge.s

On 31 July o directive was issued by the Seventh Aruy which laid

down the general plen for the final vhase of the Sicilian campalgn., The
eneny was t9 be driven oub of the penminsula by two main lines of advance
in the Seventh Army sector, one along the north coast road and the

second along the road from ¥icosia to Pandazzo. The II Corps was to

drive the enemy out of Sieily, while I Provisional Corps was to organize

S
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and consgolldate the west portion of Siclly, defend Palormo, and support
the advance of the II Corps by moving reinforcemenis to the sast.’
Thls regrouping of unite ls shown on the map followlng page 144.

Hoving along 1ts two axes of advance, the 45th Division of IX
Gorps, w.';th the U, 8, S. destroyer Rowan furniching naval firs support,
took the coastal town of San Stefano on the nleht of 30-31 July, whils
the "Fighiting Firat" moved to within five miles of Troina. The 3d
Iivigion, which had been designatedl to relieve the 45th, ook over in
the coastal area on the afberncon following the fall of San Stefano.
The gtage was now set for some of the bitterest fightinz of the
Sicilian campaizgn.

Beginning the first of August there were coordinated Allied
attacics on 2ll seciliong of the front, and within a week Catania,
Adrano, and San Fratello, key positions in the enemy's outer rim of
defense, had ifallen., The main welght of the Allied offensive was
against the center, with the vensiration effected there compelling the
enemy to withdraw on both flanks.a On the British secior the main
Allled attacks were lavnched on 2 iugust through the Dittaino bridge-
heads, Desplte his stubborn resistance the enemy was forced to with-
draw from Centurive and Regalbuto and by 3 Augnst he was fighting a
heavy rearguard acilon on the outskirts of Adrano, the capture of which
would mean the severing of eneny communicationg around the base of Mt.
Etnz. UTo meet thls seriouns threat the eneny bezan a withdrawal from
the Catania area, and two days later--5 August--British forces entered

what had been the main stronghold of the igland without firing a shot,
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The Air Plan for reduclng Catania by systematic bombing of all

lines of approaca and reinforcement has already been discussed., It
needs only to be emmhasized here that Cataris provides an excellent
example of the lmolation of the battlefleld through sir power. The
communications nexus formed by Paterno, Misterbianca, Adrano, Regalbuto,
Tyoina, Qesaro, Bronte, Randazzo, and Fium ef reddo was relentlessly
attacked, while connecting ronds were strafed by flghter-bombers. From
10 July to 5 Auguat there were 39 gorties flown against Catania ltgelf
by hieavy, 172 by medlum, and 10 by light bombers, and 309 by fighter-
‘rmmbsrs.g

As the enemy evacuated Catania, the Britlsh lancreased the pressure
against the center of this line, After very stubborn resistance Adrano
fell on 6 August. As the (anedisns pressed closer to this strong-point,
the alr effort was infensified--122 medium, 223 light, and 24 fighter-
bomber sorties being flown in attacks on the town, trosp and gun con-
centrations, ammunition dumps, and roads in the vieinity during the
period 1 to 6 A.ugu.st.lo On one cccasion the eneny was using three
88-millimeter guns to hold bacik the Conadlans who were forced to attack
along a nparrow lina, The 340th Bombardment Group (M) dispatched 12
B=256's to drop 20 touns of bowbs on a very restricted area., According
to the unit historian, "the boumbs landed 200 yards away from the
Cenadlens, wiped out all three guns, and the Czuadians swent 1;21::-01.1,*.3;1'1.“3'l
With the fall of Adrano on 6 August the enemy's scheme for holding a
iine south of i, Ztna was untenable and a further withdrawal in the

coagtal area north of Catanls became imperative,
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Heanwhile on the American sactor the main effort was belng spplied
againgt Treina, The batile had begun on 1 Auzust, but the advance was
delayed by blown bridges, hadly damaged roads, and mumerous mine fields,
in addition to eneny reslstance of tiae most debermined and viclous
gort, On the afternoon of 4 sugust the lst Division launched a full-
scale attack whaich began with o fifty-minute artiilery and sir prepara-
tlon. Elght and & half artillery battallons fired on enemy positions,
vwhile waves of 36 fighter-bombers dropped 500-pound boxdbs on the de-
fenders of Troina. Despite the terrific casualties inflicted by this
vombardment the enemy continved to put up stubborn resistance, and only
slow progress was mads sgainst henvy enemy fire and mine fields. The
folloving day the attack was renewed with direct support from the XII
Alr Support Comnend, which sent three dive-bomber mlseiong egainst enemy

2

defence positions in the vicinlty of Troina. In addition to the
attocks by the dive~tombere, 12 B-25'e of 1l2th Bombardment Group (1) laid
down & good pattern in Troina, while 12 Balilmores of 232 Squadron and
12 Baltimores of 3 SAAT bombed roed targets.l® On the followlng day
the enemy withdrew from his vositions after leunching 24 counterattacks
in five days. Troina was probebly the moet bliterly contested battile
of the Siellien cermalen so far as the Seventh Army was concerned.

Troine and Adreno were Xey vosliions in the center of the Ttne
line, and in the taking of both places the Tactlcsl Alr Force played
& direct and L:mmoxtant part. Some ldea of the devastation wrought

oagainst key pogitions 1g indicated by a ground force officer who in

calling for =n attack on enemy-held Fandazzo sald to 340tk Bombardment

-
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Group (M): B, , . truat your group won't smesh Randazzo so badly as it

did Adranc. It took our engineer 36 hours to make a single ilne traffic

pagsage through the town. plé The followlnz table of the dlstribution
. of e¢ffort to reduce the two towns shows that Troina was selected as a

fighter-borber target vhereas medlum and light bonbers concentrated on

Adrano.ls
Date i Mewt  Gaber
Troina 10 to 17 July - — -
18 to 31 July 12 97 141
1 to 6 August — — w2l
Potal i2 97 2656
Adranc 10 to 17 July - 2 Sé
18 to 31 July 58 142 82
1 to 7 Avgust A28 %3 ik
Total 187 367 140

The battle of Troinma having been succesafully concluded, the hard-
hitiing 1st Divislon was relieved on 7 Avusust by the 2th Tivislon,
which continued the attack ezsiward from a point rorth of Trolna while
another unit advanced eastward toward Oesaro.l® These moves were
supported by A-36's of the 27th Fighter-Eomber Browup which flew 3
oombing missions of 72 sortliec against targets nt Cesnro and Randazzo,
end 1 strafing mission of 12 sortiec on roads, while P-£0's of the 33d

. Flghter Group flew 2 cover mlissions of 16 sortles over road targets at

17

Cogaro and Randazzo. Other alr sctivity included 27 missions of 106

sortles by Snitfires of the Jlst Flghter Grouwp, of which 19 misslong

Al
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were cover for troops in forward positlons, 7 naval caver for surface
craft at San Stefanc, and 1 mission for a scramble,

In the northern ccagbtsl ares, vhere vhe Germans with fresh troops
and the further ald of steep gorges had been able to conduct a slower
withdrawal , two lespfrog landings produecing a marked acceleration of
the enemy's wlthdrawal were carried cut. The flrat of these was
sugccessfully carried out on the night of 7-8 August at a polnt in the
enemy's rear two miles east of San sLgsta. The lendlng force, composed
of the 26 =attalion and two batterles of the 58%h Armored Field Artillery,
took the enemy by commlete surprise and broke enemy opposition sround
San, Fratello.ls Thie action made vposslble the advance of the mairn units
which captured San Agats, mopped up pockets of resistence, and ganined
contact with the speclszl landing force late in the day. The detalls
of flghter cover furnighed thke leanfrog landing are not glven in
officlzl sources vresently awvaillable., According to a Jjouwrnzlistic
scecount, however, General Fatton undertocok the landing in the enemy's
rear only siter he wasg agsured something like one and a half hours of

Tighter cover. 19

The taeticel report for thls desy merely shows seven
cover misslons of 76 sorties 1n the fape Orlando ares with several
eneny alreraft des’croyed.m As a result of the deterioratlon of the
sitvation on the coast,.lesero, on the inland flank of the northeastern
sector, fell on 8 August also.

As the enemy slowly reitreated he conducted a contimtous reargusrd

actlon along the entire front uging mines, mortar fire, and heavy

artillery concentrations, On the Eandazzo road he withdrew enst of

T .
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the Sinetc River, while on the coast he made efforts to reform and
reorpganize for a defense of the Cape Orlando-laso line, All such
efforts were frustrabted by a strong 3d Dlvision atiack on 11 Avgust
and a second amphiblous asssult in the spemy's rear, The 23 Battallon,
of the 30th Ipfaniry, relnforced with armored artillery and tanks,
landed tvo miles eacst of Cape Orlende and captured a position across
the highway and rallroad. All three branches of the service again
combined thelr siriking powsr to produce successful results in a
eritical spot.gl The landing was supported by naval gunfire from
Faval Task Force 88, while the XII Adr Support Comzmand asslsbed by
attacking troop corcentratione and gun positions in the ares of the
landing and on the roads approsching it.zg The atiack of the 3¢ Divi-
gion and the succeseful envelopment resulted in the evacuation of the
Cape Orlando-faso area, and by the end of the dsy the enemy had re-
treated east of Pattl, The haxml-hitting grouné troops received full
support from Tactlcal Bomber Force, which on 12 Augvet flew 12 mlssions
of 84 B-2b's, 36 A-~20's, and 24 Baltluores, dropping approximately 126
tons of bombs oz troops, ammmition dumps, and guns around Pattl,
Earcellona, and I\Tovare..as

Eandazzo renalned the enemy's last stronguold in the center of the
Etna line, ond with 1ts fell the Axis forces would be split in two and
forced te retire along the coast roads to lessinm, The Allied armles
now developed a two-pronged assawlt to reduce thig key position: unlts
of the Eighth Army approached from the direetion of Sronte, while the
Americen Seventh closed in from Cessro. Desplte resistance of the mogt

-* N Ixiat
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obsbinate sort, the enemy was forced to give way to the uaremdtting
pressure of the ground forces and the intensive alr attacks, “ithoub
reinforcenenss or alr support, the Germams were forced to yield the
last road Junction conrecting Axle positlons In the north with those on
the east coast on 13 fugust.

Eandazzo was one of the mogt heavlily bombed targets of tha Sieillan
carpaipen., The peck of effort was reached on 7 August when the town
and i%ta approzches were nlastered by 104 U. 5. litchells and 142 U. S.
Bogstone and RAF and SAAF Bostons and Ealtimores.'% This effort was
never suwpassed on any succeeding day, bub the nressure was malntalrned
a% a high degres of intensity. The following table skows that up fo
the end of July Randezzo was treated malnly as o fighper-bomber target,

vwhereas after 1 Aurust it became primarily a medium end light bomber

target.zs
Randazzo deddium Llght Eighter-togber
10 to 17 July 46 & 71
18 %o 3l July 20 46 178
1 %o 13 sugust 428 248 — TS
Total 561 298 321

In addition %0 the attacks on Randazzo the Tactical Bomber Force
had contlnued to carry out armed reconnaissance by night over the
evacuction beaches, while fighter-bonbers maintained thelr dally
strefing misslons. On 11 August 48 sorties by Bositons and 12 by
Baltivores were flown against Fiumrefreddo, the immortant Junction on
the east coast road to I{essina.‘?'s
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It is well at this polnt to comment briefly on the tacties and
teckhniques employed by fighter-bombers and light and medium bombers.
It wag 1n the Siecllian camrpalgn that the 4-8Ou came intoe its own as an
all-purpose flghter-bomner, OCpercting without cover on sirafing
migeiong anl as close support for ground trsops, 1t could be based
well forward and could operate sgsainst tactleal targets on shori
notice.g'? Although the A-Zb was used for boih 90-degree dive bomblug
and for glide bombing, wherever possible targets were chosen so as to
wa¥Xe uwse of dive Domblng beesuse of its greater accuracy. In Sielly,
novever, the terrain was so broken that glide bombing had to be used
besause of the difficuliy of pulling out of o dlve., Vhere vertlcal
olves were uged, pilots of the A-Z6's usunlly started their attacks at
an gltitude of at least 8,000 to 10,000 feet. Targets which could be
readily identizied had therefore to be chosen, and weather and cloud
econdifions had to be considered in nlaming missions, 8

Only ons group of light btomberas, the 47th, wame employed in the
Tactlcal Bomber Torce in the Sicillen caupalsn. Standard formatlon
uged by these A~-20's was 12 alrcraft in two boxes of six, with the
second tox uswally echeloned to the rlight and abovo the lead box. Iach
box ecarrief a lesd bomberdier snd all planes opened their bomb doors
on the box leader. Attacking from 7,000 to 10,000 fest above the
target, the maximum allowance for the bomd run was 16 seconds, with
the average being 8 to 10 seconds, Break-away wae done on & elimbing
or diving turn. Wing ships spread 60 feet when the bomb doors ware

open and assumed normal formatlon after bombing., Ewvasive actlons,
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dependent upon the enemy oprosition, were employed over eneny territory.zg
The type of bomb spacing wzs denendent upon the nature of the target:

for ares bombing & long pattern was used; for a smsll targes, a con-
centrated pattern. The Mark IX (fixed) Bridish bomb sight was uged.SC

Meéium bombers, 1f the 12th Group may be considered typlcal, used
voxes of six as flignte in thelr formatlon, An 18-plane formation was
sometines used, bubt it was lester foumd that the 12-plane formation was
rore maneuverable. iherever the landing ground was sultable, a forme-
tlon talke-off was used, ususlly in six-plane formation. Assembly could
be accomplished in about six minutes, afler which the bombers proceeded
to tne rendezvous point to plek wp the fighter escort and tonen to the
target.

A typleal operation of the Tactleal Bowber Porce would be as
followe: tke land army, held up by some snemy strong-point, wounld re-
quest a certaln number of bombers bo attéck this target whlch mlght be
a gun position or a tamk concentration. The request would be sent to
Tactieal fomber Porce, to group intelligence, and on to sguzdron intelli-
sence officers. It would then be thae job of the squadron intelligence
officere to brief tho crews on tke target, including such details as
enemy gun and ack-aek positions. Tae intelligence ofiicers also deter~
mined the exact altitvde and tlwe of the rendezvous with Fignters.
kixtrene care had to be exercised in the latter particulars beczuse
occaslonally thers were several bomber formation rendezvousing st the
game place and 1t was necessary for the formasion to be on time and at

the exact altitute to plck uwp its figuter egeort.
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vsing sllght evasive action on the approach, the mediums rede a
gharp civing turn on o the target, picking up from 220 %o 240 miles an
nour indicated speed, and leveled off for the short boxb approach of
eporoxirately 8 to 15 seconds. Often a cliwbing tarn off the target
wza used, for it was found thot in this proceiture the enemy aci-ack
guaners wers unable to plob the course very rapldily and the mediums
were able to got away without any troublse. Expecting a dive off the
bomb run, the gumers would be ant to shoot ahead and below, The D-8
bombsight, sultoble for low-level and shori approaches, noest of vhich
were between 8,000 and 10,000 feet, was used.Sl

With the deterioration of his position in the center, thers was
nothing left for the enemy to do but drew in his flanks. On the east
coast he abandoncd Aclreale on 8 Asugmst, With stlffened resistance of
hig rear guards 40 the north of the towm, there vas 1ittie fTurther
chanze wntil 13 Ausgust when the British took a bownd te a line beyond
Repoeto. _Fiumef'reddo was zbandoned on 13 Augnst, when the enemy was

reporbed to have faellen back fo Taormina..sa

Although there were occasionzl

brushes with the eneuy rear gunrd covering the reireat, Britlsh troops

in the coastal area were concerned mainly with clesring thelr way

throuzh systenstle demoli.t:ions.ss
On the north coast lixewlss the enemy contloued his withdrawal.

A third anphlibvlous landing hod been planned in the vicinlty of Fralcone,

“he land forces, howover, were movingz so ranidly that it was declded

t0 make the landing farther east, on the bheaches northwest of Barcellona.

54
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The 157th Infantry of the 45th Division was solected to make the third
anmphivions assauvli in the eneny's rear. Accordlng to the report of

the Seventh Army Pthe landing was made at D2303 of the 15th without
incldent." XExmloiting thelr success the Seventh Army vplunged on to
Spadaforo, 12 miles west of Messina. On 16 August, the 36th Field
Artillery fired the first 100 rounds of 156-millimeter ammunltion (Bx)
fron Sicily onbo the Itallan mainland at enemy batteries ian the vicinlty
of Villa San Giovanni. ZRenlying, the enemy batteries on the mainleond
attemmted to slow the advance of the infantry. During the night the 7th
RCT advanced east of Spadafora and pushed its first strong patrols inio
Ylessinn ot 1600 hours. Ileanwhile on the British sector the enemy with-
drew after a tolren resistance,and Allied troops entered Taornins,
Ctizlione, lLovara, and Magzzarra on the 15th. Imulatlng the successiul
tactles of the Seventh Army, the British made commando landings at
Scaleta on the nights of 1B-16 and 16-~17 August and joined the Seventh

vN

Army in Megsina on the 17th. S

During the last week of the Sicilian campaign the main welght of
the Forthwest Afrlean Alr Forces was directed azainst the enenmy's with-
drawal across the Stralt of lessina., The reireat hed been planned long
in advance, however, and was begun tefore the collapse of German
positions in Sicily. ZEven as early as the last weelr in July there were
sisne of a linited evacuation by sea, and 226 U, S. A-36's, Warhawks,

and Xittyhawks attacked merchant vessels, barges, fralghters, Siebel
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ferriss, and osther susll craft employed by the enemy.z'g’

A document
cavbured from the Hormann Goering Divislon dabted 2 August 1943 showed
clearly thnt tha Germans were intendlng to evacuate as much equipment
as possible. They began first by withdrawing heavy eguivment for which
they had 1ittle use in Tighting irn mounialnous iterrain, Tanks wers
nrobably evacuated first, followed by motor transport, and non-
combatant troops. There was nothing hurried about the withdrawal, but
by 11 August 1% was in full swing.35 A fleet of landing craft, Siebel
ferries, barges, P! lighters, and other crafi, protectsd by a tremen-
dous concentration of flak, was oper:blng day mnd night across the narrow
stralte, The Northwest African Air Forces struck at this svacuntlon fleest
while it was ai the noris of embarkation, in trangit, and ofi the
beaches of Italy,
During the first week in fuget, in addition to the battle area

ttucizs alreedy discussed, the air forecss made largze-scale atiacks on
llesslna and on the benches extendlng wostward to Cape Pelora with the
object both of preventing supniles from reaching the troops in Sicily
and of causing maximum damsge to the enemy's princlpal evacuatlon
point.ss The effort from 1 Ho 7-8 August, inclusive, consisted of 121
sortles by B~-17's, 269 by VWellingbons, and 225 by RAF and U. 8. flghter-
boxbers, lessina itself was the maln objective of the heavles, while
the Wellingtons attscked first the marshalling yaurds and then the
svacuation beaches between Messina and Cape Pelora. GThe fighter-houbers

were concerned melnly with chipping in the harbor and supplies stored

-
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on the docks. In sdfition to thic effort, soue 200 U. §. Lanrholice
rod Dl ttrhofe obtaced evoeountion ehipping in the h&rtar.m
Turing the loet 10 dnpe of the carpaim the zttacke agpirst encony
. eecches wore contlnued at oven greater intcnsity, Froo the nicht of
8-9 August the effort of the nirht-flyins Vellinctone was devobed alrvost
cxelusively to abtoeling evacurtion pecches. Vith tko exception of 35
To 8. {dtckoll sortles flowm on 16 Lupust, oll of the 404 sortles flown
by medlvs Tenbers saclinet lessing during this period were enrriecd oud
ot plght by Telllnstons, Seuc iden of the regulority ond insencisy of
the "=illz mn® 4o llescirn emn bo geired frem the following synopsis:ss
8.2 Jurust IMlmeby-tve ellinntonc attac:-cd benche~ betueen

resginn znd Goone Pelorsn, drogring 178 tons of bomls
ond poclrinrizing the fzrget.

il

~10 Jugust Zlghty-three “Tellinctons attaclzed the benches, ET0 -
plns 187 Sonn of bombs and scoring hite on barrses,
roilracd troelzs, ond bi, hrrys.

1CL11 Jasust Tighty=eicht Tellin tona otiacized the eveetztion
vemches, cnusing large fires and explosions.

11-13 iagust Tlauty-nine Tellingtons uitucked the bezches, ecucing
fives and emnlosions, one of whiech vwon believed to
howve Boen fren o nerchont vessel.

12-13 Jugust TUlrety Uellingtons d-omped 2 x 4,000-pound, 1,538 x
40-nound, 396 z JlQepourd, mnd 442 x 280-mound bombe
on becches betusen lesginz snd Cope Pelors, storling
nwRrsas rires.,

Ir addltlon to the nijht efvert of the Vellinmctonrs, cn intense ey
orivative wno developed by £i hter-boubers and medivae azcinst the
evecratlen., Troo 8 to L7 Swgmct s totrd of 1,170 sortles was flowvn,

. the wjoritiy of which vere agcinct wegeels in tke llocsing Sireli tat
vitn on noprecioblo number enrrled cut rrrimad croft rlong the Itulirm

sesches,  The weliuas zl-o attaced ths mony lanling polnts on the

Itelicn ehorcs such as Prlmi, Iizzo, Tegslo &1 Colebriz, Zelllas, end

o GOnFIDEMTIAL
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Moerotro, Zhe ni-ht=flying Uollinc—tons spifted thelr bonbling to the
Itolicn chore on the night of 12-14 July, cou~ing large fires ot Folzd
end La llezla vhere the usrehelline yards were corpletely covered By suole
cod flexa, Lhe grecfect intensity of offort wos devcleped on 15, 16, and
17 suguat vhen dry ond nipht attccze by " ellin~tone, itenells, Jogvon-,
Irltirmores, rrherlts, and DittyiarTis, in endte of o protective cndeld of
flalt, beoated rxnd strofed trocpelafen croft -4 the evacvation besche
ir tromeit end In atterts to lord on the Itclisn woiriang. =¢

In spitc of all offorts of the lnrthusct Sfriccn Alr Torcer, how-
ever, tho Cerrons concucbed shrir vithdroial Lro.. Siclly ith ot lemsot
nartial ~vecess. It vig ertimated thrt thoy scved the eguivalent of at
loenet one ddvicdon vite cquipicont vhich could oo placed in the fleld in
n erard tino.‘:o ke prineip-l survivirg grouy wos the 2U+4h Zoncer
Diviglon, cad 1t wos thovght that other shrttered tormotions md _ht Te
incorporeted into this divicion., In any atterst to evulunte tne achieve-
nent of the Cermans la sclvrging one of their Givislons, several factore
saould ¥e te'ten into conciderrilon. In the firet pl-ce the :ithdrswel
vas plonped cnd started well in advames, some of toc heavy equivment hov-
ing been removed during the latter purt of Jul;. Secondly, the hilly
terraln of Sicily ua- %o the cdveniare of tho defenders and made it HoS~
siole for then to lmose o nmoximum of deley upon the Allied invaders by
extenrive uge of mincs rnd dezolitiony, DThirdly, o treacnloss coneenbra-
tisn of fiwt wa3 thrsw wp sz nroboebive covar for cvecaibion silnsing on

e atrsils tlheaselves are 83 noarrow

i

ooth sides of She wiraits, Jmd 1lzo%lw,
thot the enrurm vas 0bls to use estenili-z night traffis, s5 thas the evooii-
tion ogerstlonz vers more ldke erossing o brond river them an expansw ol s¢ A

Tospite all $hes: Iuetors, the 1r forces §os™t - con~iderabdle toL1

. AT =m=
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of enouyr shilpping. Ihe detelled 1ist of oludze wax as follows: destraynd:
7 Porges, 2 wotosr vesoals, § lomding croft, 3 Sieborl ferrles, 3 *5% Doats,
TOMEY Bout, & cmnll bowsrr ddlrezw hits: 10 borge-, 2 landing crzit, 8
. §lev2l ferrles, 2 "T% bouts, 2 "3 boulis, 1 cobor vessel, 6 nlscellonsous
croilty nesr JIonesy C3 barges, L froln Terry, 10 wodor vessels, 20 Slebel
A

ferries, <o luniing ervafs, 45 wiscollanesds orvaft, and 2 "5t bocts,

g

Inring the nerlod of the »odusilon of ths 1¢l.ad the Joastad Jir Zorvee
continsed its xoubine bub iartant toszs of constal defense, conwey pro-
teetlon, rdresss reosoude, wad anblewborineg cetivitiaz, Durin, tke laot
wa-"r in July esuvoys puseef W snd doam the Dorlh Liricsn eouctline ith
210t aonstontus re oulority, rnd patrols weor: Tflown withont sm caeny

L3

nhtoels o olr or ~ulh o rimo. Tuie legeeninz of ennar effort wlong tha
gx.s% ¢ ITopded the Coantzd "ir Torce on ogportimdity to curry oub offensive
oper~ilong over ITtzlion -mbers, Daring the uelz 22 $0 23 Julr Zouulfidalore
seoxed the followin suseosgar: tur merchunt veesels of 2,570 tame, two
mareinn. vogeeln of 1,700 don:, =md one cohosher san’ty one 4,000-ton mer-
ckunt shlp, oo tuy, thres burges, fmd one desbruror dsorged, The wed:'s
Bus of the sacay ~Air Tocce consicted of ikt afrvcruls destrayel, cne

. . - e v R .
arobably destroyel, and siz dmcgeld. wine followin,, wee'z, 29 July to 4
Anzust, too sofogrdings of /311lcd convoys conblassl u.nin%r:rrz:pted.45 The
highlizhis of the wesd's'o activlsy vere sxovlisd by the strlte wirvernft and
tae cir-zen resour crosg. On 30 July two Spltfires, scrambled to imtercent
eneny cdreoraft, shot dom btuws ITTR10074 a6 2 noint 30 wilzs north of Bizarted

Cn I aweusl Spitiirsy of 24 Tl hicr Squodron chob dom two Do~-7's, Strikes

waingt tnay shipslng contiuuel: om the 29th Eenafihiters obtoined tuo hite on

S~y Wt B U
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& 4,200-ton merchant vessel and seb fire to a desiroyer and an XTB
at & location 20 miles south of Micosia; elght Beaufighters on the
Tollowlng éay sighted the same vessel belng ftowed by a tug, and with
$wo more torpedo hite left 1t in & slnking condltion. On 2 August a
destroyer and three MIS'e were ralzed with cannon fira, and hits were

pbserved, 4

During the renainder of the camraign there were fewer conveys to
escoxrt and fewer targets for sirike aircraft.és Air.sea rescue, how-
ever, was very acbtive and the last week of the Sicilian campeign par-
ticulerly was chorzcterized by inereased enemy gir activity. Torpedo
bombers in both emell and large numbers atbtacked Allied shipping, while
the bomblng of the North Africen ports was resumed with large-seale
attackcs on BEizerte on the nighte of 17 and 18 August.ég On the former
raid the Zesufighters intercented and shot down two Ju-88's and cne
He-11l, wnlle on tke latter, two He-1l1ll's were desiroyed and a third
damag,ed.so

In a cable to General Quesads for Air Vice Mershal Lloyd, Genreral
Svaatz pald trioute to the role ovlayed by the Coastsl Air Force: b1

Too much credit cannot be gilven the Coastal Alr Force for the
part it nlayed in the successful Husky Cveratlon. You have ex-
celled in a1l of the many fields of jour activities. Your Alr-

Sea Eescue worik hos been particularly note worthy in view of the

fact that lis orgerlzatlon wes relatively recent and iis equipment

limited., I wish to commend you and all members of your command on
the excellent work you have done.
Zombiog of Iialian and Serdinizn largeds, 24 July o 17 sugusi 1243

Yhile the Tmetical Alr Force concertrabed on operations which would

be of dlrect assletance to the ground forces lu the reduetlon of the
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iglend, the Strabegic Lir Force Jolned with Pacticel in the attack on
eneny ports and evacuation chipping. In addition the Strategle Alr
Force continued ite bonbing of conmunicutions targetes and airdromes in
gouthern and central Italy as part of the plan te force the eneny %o
abandon his Slellien pomitions. The attack on Itallan targets, however,
was on & scuevhal reduced scale after the fall of Palermo, and ab no
time did the Btratezic alr Force reach the hish pesk atbained during
the perlod 10 to 24 July. The main reason for this was combat fatigue,
On 30 July General Spantz wrote General Arnold one of his infermative
personal letters polnting out that combat fatigve wae an especlzlly
diffieult provlem in the llediterranesn theater of operations becsuse
veather almost never interrupted fiying and between Y0 and 80 per cert
of the planes were kept in commigsion., Vhere weather permitted zlmoet
unintorruied flylng, General Spastz thought a different yardstick of
combat fatlgue should be employed. Ile felt thst the nuwber of successlve
combat missione could not be ralsed much above 50 missions or 250 hours,
without a reduction in efficieney. He wus in favor of increasing heavy-
oomber operationg in his theater but d1d not feel thuet g greater fre~
quency of operations eould be maintained unlegs he could be assured s
higher replacement rate. 52

In splte of the foet thet 1t wus considered 1lmposaible at the time

t0 inerease the rate of replacements, the Siratezic Alr Force continuved
its offensive against Itallan targets to the extent that its resources
zllowed. On the nlght of 23-24% July, 68 Velllngtons struck the railroad

tracis and marshalling yarde at San (Glovennl and Szlerno., The following
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day traffic down the western side of the boot vas attacked at Paola by,
40 B-p6's of 320tk Rombardmnent Grom., while railway trafflc on the
engtern side vas attacked at Marina a1 Catanzara by 36 B-26's of 32lat
Torbardnent Group. LUmEXous hits were obtained al Yoth places, The
=.05ts ercountered two enewy aireraft pub wer_g/g(‘:t‘;acke&,wbile the
206t were attacked by 24 Me-l09's end one Hs-128. Two of the Me-109's
were reporied dectroyed and two nrodadly ﬁ.esi‘.:r.'a;\'e:ti..5:3 On the same day
5l B-17's of the S7ih and 99th Bombardnent Grovps ranged far into
northern Italy to bord the reilroads and mershelling yarda at Sologna.
The maln weight of the attack fell acroes the central vart of the mar-
thelling yards whercnunerous craters blocked trefiic, and much rolling
stock wac destroyed In addition to conmsiderable derage to workshops,
puildinge, and dunps atjoining the Yordd, Fhotographs taken twe days
loter showed the yards still blocked and repalr work proceeding slowly.n
Thig misslor was carried out in the hear% of Axis Italy's trsasportaticn
systen wilthout ercounters ard with no logres. 0

During the remainder of July it was chiefly airdroses in Italy which
cecupled the Stretesie Alr Force, the following belng attacked:

27 July - Thirty-five B=28's and 26 B-26's boubed Scalea

airdrome,
Twenty-one B-17's borbed Canum.

28-09 July - Twenty-two Wellingtons bombed llonte Corvino.
Twenty-ons Welllngtons bomhed Capodichlno.

20 Juiy - Pyenty-elght B-17's bombed Viterbo.
venty-elghb $-36%e bombed aguino.

Z0 July - Torty-five B-17's hoxbed Grottaglie.
Seventy-two B-25's bombed Fractics di Mexe.

R ~ I A
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fhe 6l medlume attacking Scalea on 27 July eucceeded in completely
bracheting the fleld and destroying an unspecified number of planes
on the ground. On the szme day two grouns of heavies took off o bomb
ciraremes at Foggia, Dub heczuse of adverse weather they were unsble %o
1ocate the target. One grouwp comsisting of 21 B-17's bombed Czoue, a
rear base for Fi-190's, as an alternate target and scored hits on
hangars and runvays, Bighteen Fortresses of the other group bombed
tazsebs of opportunity.’® On the night of 28-29 July the Wellingbous
diepatched to bomb the Monte Corvino airdrome neur Salerno and the
Capodichlne alrdirome near Fanles reporied a good coverage at both
targets. 57 During the following day the heavies struck at the important
nomber bage at Viterbo, walle two groups of mediume attacked the fighter-
somber base at Aguino, which is arproximately kalf way belween Rome and
Fanles. Good coverage with 300-pound borbs was reported at Viterbo;
one grovp of the mediums reported the same at Aquiro; but the other
group, taking off a few mimutes after the firat, failed to drop its
tombs because the target wes Hcommletely oghaecurad by cloud.a.“ss The
.17t s attacking the bonmber base of Grottaglie in the heel of ltaly on
30 July started several fires which resulied in the gubting of both
sarge hengers.t? fhe B-25's attacking Practlea dl lsre just below
Rome reporied excellent coverage of the target area snd many hits in
the dispersol areas, resulting in dauage o about 25 atrerafs, 60

seglming the first of Auvgust, the day and night blitz on important
Ttallan communications centers was renewed. Navles was atbacked twice

by U. S. Fortresses and three tiues by night-flying ellingtons during

sy U TE
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the firet weelr in Avcuct, Cn 1 Ausuet 23 Bel7io or the €9tk Borbard-
nent Orown Sropred €9 tons on the docks, while 47 B-17Tr of the 97th
end J0Lat Boxmbord-ent Growsg drommed 112 tagg?Cano&ichino olrcrewe just
cutelde Iznler, Good covercoes wore obteined in Teth nl-ces, rad nhatu-
cernln trizen on ? rnd 3 Aagmed revesled tlree hranzere at the eirdrome
direetls hit, no lesr ghfn 38 rirerrit Aecsiroyed, ried ot lesct four
1
womened on bhe srowad, Tio rtteex on the 4th wer cixried out by 82
B-17's of 24 rnd %0let Rovbordnent Geoung, with the cubi.rine bose snd
dockes as thesniming nolat, Borbr were renorted to have fallen in the
o
tnrpet srer, ) A fenrture of Loth these rnlde on lNsvles wes vaweusally
strong rlghter opnosition, In the raid of 1 Awru~t borkers of the
S9%h Zonkbrrdmcal Group were eryr ved by 15 encuy siroreth, vhils EE
F33's vhlch vere acting av escort to the tomters, unesuntered 30 to
40 Isalizn sirerefs, S&vfn encr plrnee vere renortod zhet vonn for
3
the lose ol ous Fortrﬁns.u Dorie~s ike nieclon of 4 August srousd E9
enery clrerr it were epcountered, of whleh ithe Fortrerces céﬁime& o0LS
4
Hewl02 dectroved rmd 11 other sirersft wrobsbly destroved, Two
Fortresses wore lost, one to flek rnd one %0 oneny nirereit over tke
(4]
torpet, whlle 42 others vire drisged by 1z, The nicht relds
agninet Neoler, enrriesd out ty the 'Jellingstons, vere simed et the
wershalling rards, The object of thc 170 effectivs corties flown
during iie firet veek in foguet wars to interfere with any rtbomts o
3

repeir wideserero deocoge videh hed Teen eruced by the July raids, ’

Other rtbrein arlnct treusportrtion Aewvn 1ts boot vore simed

At Worine 4l Cotenrero on the erctern side of bhe Yoo ond rrolr nnd

] i g
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H 5




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Battlpagliia on the western sids. Velllngtons made a total of 147
sortles against sll three targets at night, vwhile mediums of «ABAF

flew over one hundred sorties agalnst Marina 41 Catansaro and Paols

on & August.ev Tane elming polnt of the Wellirgtons was the marshalling
yards ab theeo vlaces, while the medivwms struck at the railroad bridges.
As a matter of faet the attacks on Catsnzaro and Paola mark the begin-
ning of a series of attacks agolnst rall and road bridges.

Prior to the first of ivgust strategle boublng of communications
had been directed aluost entirely agpinst ports ~nd reilroad mershelling
yards, bal now oridgzes in southern Italy were added to the liet of
targets. 'Tne first efforts apainst bridges were not outstandingly
successful. Cn 4 Auvgust there were four grouns briefed to attac: the
rallroad bridge at Oatanzarc and one grovp to attack Paola. Two of the
groups brivfed for Catanzare failed to rendezvous with their fighter
escort, while the other two bombed rzllroamd tracks and oil tanks but
did not hit the bridge. The group attacking Peole also failed to hit
its target.o®

On 7 August the rallroad bridse at Qatanzaro was again attacked by
%6 B-26's of 17th Bombardment Croun. 40 hits were claimed, but several
near misses were observed., On the same dsy 2 series of attecks were
launched against the higiway and railroad bridges over the Angitols, a
enall river which emmtles into the Gulf of Mufemia, A foree of 71
2-26's of 312tn and 320th Bombardment Groups, heavily escorted by
P-38's of the lst Tigater Group, obtained at lesst one direet hit and

many nesy misses on the hlghway Dridge. On 8 Auguat 2 fores of
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approximately equal strength from the same grouns revsated the attack
and clained seversl hits.sg Further attacis were made on the 9th and
11th by 73 B-26'c and 45 r¢-25's, respectively. Photographs tsken on
the 1l1th gkowed the highway bridge breached for avcout 40 yurds at the
southwest end and further damsze in the center, wblle the rallway bridge
1tself was dameged by at least three éirect hits.‘{o After a third
attack on the Catenzaro bridge on 11 Auguct photos showed the bridge
alt in $wo places, bubt not completely 'broken..?l

As vart of the air foree nrogram of paralyzing rall traffic in
soutnern and central Italy, tie JABAF struclk at Rome in o second uess
attack on 13 fugust. A follow-up misslon to the heart of the transpor-
tatlon network of Itely had been mlarned mucha earlier in the month, but
on 2 August 1943 General Hlsesnower had received a cable informirng him
that the Italian goverament torough the Vatlcan had asked tre U. S.
goveranent to prescribe the essentlal conditlons for recognizing Rome
a2e an open city. Pending further instructions, General Flsenliouar
wag ordered to refraln from air activitles against Rome 1tself but to
contlnue to attack such airfields in the vieclulty as gave evidence of
being uged by the f‘x!.s.?z The follovlny day these imstruetlons were
reversed and Zlsenhower once more was left free o use his own dis-
cre'i;flu:ox'z.‘?3

rls latber lntelligence reached the Allied Commander only after a
scheduled misslon had been canceled and 1t was too late to return to

the ordiglnz) plan. ™ pnother ulesion scheduled for 4 Ausust was

canceled becausa of adverse weather. In reporting this cancellation
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of 'plane Genercl Flsenhowsr pointed out that by this stagze the endurance
of Dborivlns foxmations and long distance fighters was belag stretched to
the utnost and, aceording to ealenlations, was just sufficient to
cormlete the Sicillan carmalgn. FPrlorlty In all operabions would be
glven to the land hattle and the neutralization of land forces. Any
strenzth over and above that necesacry for such operablons would of
course be useld cgalnat the most crdtieal wvolnts in the enemy's communi-
catlons. In vievr of these clremastances he did not see that another
attack sgaingt the Rowe warshalling yards could be made in the inmediate
future. 79

By the 13th, bowever, the land bettle had taken sugh a favorable
turn that it vas con-<ddered possiole fo carry out & sceond large-zcale
reid, A force of 106 B.l7's escorted by 45 P-38'g aktacked the Lorenzo
marskalling yards, while L02 B-28's and 60 B-25's concentrated on the
Littorio marshalling yards, dropoing a total of arnroxiumztely 500 tens
of ‘l:uom‘t;\s.'?6 Photogravhs token after the attack showed a large erater
in the center of the Lorenzo marshalllng yards and extensive damage to
rolling stock. Ilany reonlr shons and iadustrial bulldings on the
eastern perimeter of these yards were nit, and the sidings were thoughit
to be out of use, at least tennorarlly. A4 stich of bombs wirlch had
fallen zcross two buildings of the 0fficine Tabonelli manufacturing
mlant eoused henvy dauinge, A% the Litiorio yards, also, there was
severa danage slthoush the northern mart of the yards had not been

covered, Accordlng to the vhoto inberiretubion reports, the through
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lines were agaln blocked, and much dauagze was dome to rolling sboek in

the receptlon sidings. Several bulldings adjacent to the rail yards
vere dentroved and a car repailr skow was hit, Danmage to the Litiorio
airdrone included hits on the airdrome and engine repalr shops, five
hangars, and the administrative buildings.w Ag in the attack of 19
July there wus only negligible dumase to non-iilitary targets and 1t was
noticed that more bulldings had hlstorle morkings on thelr roofe tann
before. 1

The gecond large-scale abtack on Rome was carried out with the loss
of only two B-26's, A forece of 75 enemy planes intercepbed the Allied
formations, but a majority of them were probably Italian, as only a few
wore aggressive in thelr attacks., ey concenbratsd malnly on the mediums
and left the heavies alone. The fmerican B.l?'s clzimed two anemy
Tighters desbroyed and thrse nrobably destrored, while the F-38 escord
reported three enouy alrcoraft destroyed and two probably destroyed.?g

Although tiie main welght of attacic was now directed against enemy
evacuatlon, alr force onerntlons agninst comrumleations down the Italian
o000t were continusd on 15 Auvgust by a medium bomper attack against the
marshalling yards and rallroad station at Sadrl, velow Salerno. A force
of 43 5-20's of 321st Domdbardment Group escorted by 3¢ P-38's dropped
68.5 tons of 500-pound boubs, whlle 24 2-26's of 320th Bouwbardment
Group, escorted by 24 P-38's of lst Flgater Group, dropred 30.5 tons

of B00-~pound bombe .80

Strike photogranhs showed that avout 75 per cent
of the bombs landed in the target area with many hlts on the station,

sidinga, and rennir ghong, and among ears in the yard, Tols mission
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Fhled?
was followed wn by a night attack of Telllngbors which also bombed
rallway tarzets ab Cebruro, Scalea, and Paola and made the long trip
to Titerbo to attack the marshalliang yards and sirdrome, The following
day, 15 August, 24 B-26's of 319th Groun escorted by 23 P-38's of lsb
Tighter Group, dropved 36 tong of B0J.pound bombs on the temporary
bridze at Angitola. According to a nuootogranihdc imberpretatlon report,
the north end of the Drldze was hit and three posslble hifs were scored
on the 'britlge.81 The following day, tie Angltcla temoorary bridge was
attaclked by & force of B-26's, =no again hlbs were c:ii.;:wd.znad..s3 The
Babtipaglis narghalllng yarde, near Salerno, were atiacked also with
53 tons of bomns dropned by 33 B-26's.

Daring the last 10 days or so of tie Sicilian cammalgn the attack
on Iialian sirdromes was on a reduced seale, the main emchasis being
on evacuablon shlpuing and commmicatlions targets. A few atbacks were
nade, however, ngainst Crotone on 7 luguet, Grazzanize amd Crotone on
12 sugust, Fogzla on 16 August, and Viterbo on the nlghts of thelbth
and 16th, The attacks on the dive-bomber and single-engine fightex
pase at Crotone were made by 71 B~-25'e on the 7ih and by 45 3~25's on
the 12th, In hoth instances the target was revorted to have been well
covered. 83 Yeitner of the raide was intercented by enenmy alreraft.
The atback against the twin-engine fighter base at Gramzanize, near
Haples, was carried out by 48 3-261g whose nllois reported that the

hangar area, disnersal areas, and the whole of the landing grounds were

woell covered. This attack in the Javles reglon was intercepted by avoutb
4

25 eneny alreraft, "severall of winich were reported destro;ved.a
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Twe nlght ralds asalpst the vomver base at Viterno were carrled
out by Wellingtons which reported meny hits in the target area and tires
in the huangars and landing grounds. On the nlght of 16-17 August
gseveral aireraft, uwnaole to locate Viterbo, bombed alteranate targets
at Grosseto, Tarquinn, and other places "wlith good resul‘bs."as

After their historlc low-level atbtacis on the Ploestl oll refineries
the B-24's of the llinth Alr Force nade their fivst reavpearance in the
Sieilian compoign with a full-secale attaciz on Fogrla on 16 August.
Fogela and Viterbo continued to be the principal ovases for German long-
range bomvers in Italy, and nhotogranhs had snown a total of 24D Ju-S8's
on these landing grounds., The 85 3-24's succeeded ln coverlng with
tursts tke whole surface of the alrdrome at San Iileols and in scoring
direct hits on the adpiniatrative Dulldinzs and workehops, while at
Zortoreclla they covered the east side of the alrfields with bomb
bursts and started two large oll firee. A foree of snemy fighters,
estlmated at from 76 to 10v, stlacked the Liverators which claimed to
have brought down 45 (including 29 lfe-109's) destroyed and v probably

destroyed for the loss of 8 of thelr own numuer.a5

Zighter Sweeps gver Sardinda and Soukhera Lialy
In addition to the medlum~ and heavy~bomber attacis against targets
principally ln southern Italy during the perlod of the reduction of
Sleily, fighter sweeps wers carried ouwl by P-40'g and P-38'a of the
Horthwest African Strateglc Alx Force over Sardinla and the toe of Italy,

Sardinie had been a freguent target for bombers prior to the invasion,
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bub subsequent to Deday air sctlon against the island was confined
almost exclusively to fighter sweeps and ralds by fi.ghter-bom.bers.s7

On some of thege raids heavisr opnosition was encountersd than in
nisglons over Sliclly and It=sly. In several combats our fighters were
outstandingly successful, In a fighter sween carried out 22 Fuly against
gun emplacements, rallroad stations, other buildingg at La !izddalena,
and large factories sonth of Villasgor some 25 {0 30 eueny alreraft were
encountered, Seventeen of these were reported destroyed for the loss

of &Hwo P-40‘s.88 On 26 July 48 P~40's of -325th Fighter Group carried
out nelther the bombing ner strafing ior walehr they had been briefed
but shot down five eneny aircraft in the fagliari area.89 Other fignter
sweeps were carrled ocub by the 325%h Group on 20th arnd 29th, without
regults, at on the 30th they had a Field day.

Paking off at 0800, the 317th Fighter Squadron flew un the wesh
side of the island. At a volnt dus west of Sagsari they were attacted
oy & force of 25 to 30 Me-108's walch was susmented durlng the courss
of the enguing air babttle by sdéitional fligats of He-109's and Ve-202's,
bringing the total nomber of enemy aireraft engaged to bebtween 40 and
50,90 Avproaching from o northwesterly direction the Jerries attacked
the rear oi the formetlon on the same level as the P-40's, whose
altitudews avout 9,000 feet. During the first attack four Me.i(9's
were seen to crash almost simmltanesusly, while in one area alone there
were nine fires from ournming aireraft. In the courge of the 20- to 30-
minube rumning vatile there were 21 enemy alrcraft destroyed an.i four

probables reported for the loss of one P-40.
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Pine fighter pilots attrivuted thelr oubtstanding sucecess to the

perfect cooveratlon of thelr units and to the fact that the entire
squairon kent togetuer until the very end. The enemy nilois, for their
part, exhiblted an intrenidity svpgcesting foolhardineas. From their
poorly execcubed tactlcs plus their luek of coordination it was inferred
that the enexy pllots were green--~posgioly students from a training
unit, Taelr lack of experience was furbther demonstrated by their
willingness to fight $he P-45's 2t the gane altitude and oy their
tailure to ndopt the fanlliur metbod of atbaci: in which the He-109
dives and pucces, then elimbe quickly out of range. The lie-109 pilots,
in shori, showed litile kmowledge of the ecanebilities and limitsations
of the .two types of airersft, It

On 2 August 48 P-40's of I25th Fighter Group carvied oub a fighter
sweep over southern Sardinia, but there waz ro contact with enemy air-
cmft.gz Pilots of the samo grown on 5 August escorted four B-25's,
equipned vith 7&5-millimeter gune, which were to sirafe the swiiching
statlon at Guspini, Sardinia., UTaree dlreet hits on the target were
obtained whlle on the return journey vilots of the P-401s atbacked and
destroyed a Germnr submarine.gs A fighter avoen carried out on 7 August
nettod the 325th Grown two Me-l09's destroyed and five damaged. v
Further strafing migselons wera flown on 9, 11, and 13 Zugust, Put on
none of these sweens were there encounters with the enemy. In a8 flghter-
norber sweep ageinet the bivoume aren of the lionserrato airdrome on
16 Auguet 47 P-4O's dropped 262 x 20-pound frags in the target area,

Beceuge the target was in an orchard the resulbs of thig, the lash
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misslon of the@5th Groun in the Sielllan camnaign, couvld not be
cbserved,

The fighter svecos spainet targeis in the toe of Iialy were carried
oub by P-38's of the lst, 14th, and 52d Fighter Groups. These missions
were o specizl feature of the evascvaition period and were flowm daily
from 8 througn 17 Augus't.‘ds ¥reins, motor transport, locomotives,
rador siztions, ard targets of ocprortunity were Pexbed snd strafed.
fince most of the FTighter swesps over the toe followed about the same
pabtern, the following extracts from the report of operstlons of 10
Avpgugt may be considered t;«'picalzsa

49 P-38's of 824 Fightor Group made svween of the Sam Biagsi-
Palul-Loerl aree (on west side of toe) bebtween 1105 and 1120 hours;
19 érommed 4.75 tone of EUO pound pombs, one bomb hung; 44 air-
eraft returned early, one londed in Sieily. Jear mleses on rail-
roef bridege at Angitola: on buildings in Porto S, Venere; railroad
care, sbtablonsg and radar station on Crne Vaticano were strafed
with good results; one locomotive strafed and explodel near
Rosziro; btown of Portoe 8. Venere tombed; hit on railrozd bridee
north of Loerd. Lo encounters, no losses.

48 P38 of ist Fighter Groupy mafde sweens of Cane Snartivento-
llarina d1 Catanzaro ares (on east side of toe) between 1300 and
1400 bours; 20 drepuved 10 tons of 1000 pound bombs from 1000/2500
feet: 4 boxbs hung: 3 airecraft refurned earlys one landed in
Sicily: 3 lost to intense accurate ground Tire from C. Spartlvento
and Zovalino. Year nisses on rozd and railrozd bridgze north of
Locrl; hits in marshallizng yards at Fova and Bovalino; hit neax
south end of rallrozd tunmnel near Biance; snother on tracke at
Mprine di Catanszaro at north end of rallroad bridge:; railrocd ata-
tion, cars, a locomotive, mnd radar station at Care Snartivento
successfully strefed. 3o encounters.

On the same day that the above swecos were carried out Genaral
Eiserhower sent a message comuenting on the worlr of the F-38'g as follows:
B8trategic Alr FTorce is concentrating on comuunications . . . The P-33

(Lishtnings) have done very good in the toe cutting communications and
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destroyed janmed up transgport and railway equipment . . .V

During the last week of the Sicilian campaign the Axls alr force
. furnished scant sunport to hard preceed groumd forces. Only op rare
cceasiongs were enemy flghters seen over Slelly, and the flghter sweeps
over southern Italy encountered only weak interference. The enemy made
occaslonal small flghter svwecus over the Strait of Messlna by day, but
the resl nrotection for the evacuabion was afforded by an extremely
strong concentration of sntialreraft fire. Allied bombers aleo remorted
occaclonal night fighters over the llesalnn Strelt But there is no record
of acifual combat. On the other hand, Allied hezvy-bowber raoids aguainst
Grazzanize in the I'smles area on 12 Auguet ané on Fogsla on 16 aungust
rnet with congideravle flghter opmogition, about 70 énemy flghters deing \
rencrted at ench place. In the second rald on Rone, carried out 13
August, 75 fighters, nost of vwhich were probably Itallsn, were
reported. %8
At the pame time GAF bomber actlvity woe on an increased scale.
Fishter~bombers abtacked Allied ehlpping on the north and east coasis
of Sicily as well as ground trocvs which made the leapfrog landings
between Palermno and Messina, while bombers concentrated on Allied land-
ing grounds in Sicily and shipping in North African poris. On the night
of 1i-12 August some 456 eneny alrcreft attacked Allied alrdromes atb
Lentini and Agnone, causling conclderable damcge to grounded alreraft,
. while some 25 to 30 encny bombers attacked the port of Augusta. On the
night of 13-14 Awrust a westvound convoy off Oran was attacked by an
estinsted force of 40 o0 50 enenmy bombers arnd torpedo-pombers, The
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o
German long-range bombers contlnued to be baged at the Fogglia and
Vitervo zirdromes, hul recomnnelssance revealed an increase in bomber
. alreraft based in southern France, vhere during the last weel: of the
camnnalen there were reported to ne 140 He-lll's, Do-217's, and Ju—-68's.93
On 17 Augnsi the Strateglc Air Force carried out ite Tirst foray

in this new and fertile hunting ground. A force of 180 B-17'g from the

2d, 97th, 99th, and 80lel Bomberdsent Groups dyopped 25,619 x 20-pound

fragmentation bonbg on the Istres le Iube and Salon airdromes, which

are sbout 23 miles northwest of :I.:.rseille.loo Information obtained

from strike vhotos revealed & total of 94 alrcraft destroyed on the

grownd and about 28 others damag;ed..ml

Reconnaiesance vhotogravhs taken
after the attack ashowed further extencive damage to the hangars and
woricshons at the Istres landing sround and several hits on the admini-
strative Dulldings at Eszr.'.l.tm.lo2

+1th General Patton's tanke rumbling throuvgh the rubble of lLessina,
with U. S, artillery mounted in Sieily firing salvoes onto the Italian
malnlard, ard with General Spastz's strategie air forcggé *t.lt.;lldng the zir

R

cattle to DPome, above Rome, and lnto southern irance, the azir phase of

the Sleilinn cammaisn could ve considered finighed,
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Chapter VII
QOLOLUSION
. The invaslon and reduction of the islanl of Siclly in 38 days was

in meny respects a nmodel compolgn-—s texi-book case for students of
military history. In an operation which consisted of a large-seale

amphibious operation followed by a vigorously contested mountain

earmaigm, alr, land, and ses vower were combined to mroduce declsive
resulty. In men, ships, and aircrafd the Allied forees hnd superiority,
pat in the last two thelr predominance was overvhelming., The Italian
navy made no attemnt to take offensive action sminet the invasion
rleet, i%e only concern velng to find o safe hiding place in trouslous
tirmes. Alr svperiority, however, had to be fought for and maintained
by an wnrelenting offensive in enenmy territory.

The nain charactoristice of the air phase of the campalsn were as
follows: (1) reduction of eneny resistance by a prelavasion offensive
agalnst hls alrflelds and communications centers, (2) tie transporta-
?ion of sirvorne assault troops, (3) protection of the invasion fleet
before, durlng, and after the assmult, (4) concentrated effort against
vitel centers of commmication to igolute battle areas, (5) dlrect
surport of the land battle by tactienl bombing and strafing before the
advence of ground farces, (U) a concenirated effort against the enemy's

. evacustion movements, and (7) the wltlmate freeing of the strategle

alr foreces to bryln again the eyele of long-range attacks sgainst the
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next series of alrdiromes and comrumication centers in preparztion for
the coming invaglon of Italy.

. The Air Plen was criticlzed on the ground that it was unrelated
to the U, 5. Army and Navy plans aud geve the conmsnders no concrete
information as to what support might be expected. It was trus thai
the alr nlenning bteam was lote in getting to work, Tale was due to
the fect thai, in contrast Ho ground and naval forces, after tke con-
clusior of the Tumisisn carmalen the air forces never ceased large-
scale operablons agalnst the enery. The reduction of Pantelleria, for
examsle, reguired a much larger expenditure of air strength than was
demanded of elther military or naval forces. Officers with the neces-
sary experince 1n planning were therefore engpged upon current opers-
tions and ware t0o busy to participote fully vith arny and Navy renresen-

tatives in detailed ard consecutive planning. They were at the saue

time reluctant to assign to other services representatives autnorlzed
to make firm connmituents for the alr forces,

In hig criftique of the operation General Xisennower pointed out
that "It was agreed smong the plammers of all services that the vrimary
role of our forces iun all phases of the atback was to neutrnllze tke
enemy air force and to provide maximuw security for the shipping and
asgsult beaches against the enemy air attaecs:, and that untll that
rigsion had been definitely accomplisied, the scale of alr effort

. availaple for the direct support of naval and military overatlons was
ceriain to be strictly Iimited. "1 The basle difficulby during the

planning phase seems $0 have been that in BUSKY the U. S. commanders
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wera experiencing for the first time the system of operating sir
forces in combined operatlons in which the alr commander is responsible
for glving alr cover in all sectors and regulating the alr effort in
relation to the eneny ailr offort. lMisunderstanding arose because the
American militnry and naval comuanders were unfamillar with this systenm
and wighed to have versonsl conbrol over the alr unlits overating in
loeal smnort of their forces. In spite of a1l criticlsm of alr force
planning, it was generally admltted that once the invaslon was underway
eagwdtles fron eneuy actlon were comparatlvely 1lignt and large numbere
of ships were able to transdort troops and supplies witn litile serlous
molesbatlon,

Cne of the main reasgons for the small losses of the Allled invasion
force wae the high degree of gir swmeriorliy which had been galned
largely through the systematic bombing of eneny airfields. The enenmy

sir forces wore gradually squeezed out of Slelly by the accuracy and

weight of the day bombing and by the continuous attacks of the nlght
'bom'bers.s During the preinvasion blitz approximately one-half of the
German and Itallan air forces was driven out of Siclly and forced te
shift to other bases.é During the wesl following the Iinvaslon a further
repid decline took ploce with the regult that about the only type of
eneny sireraft rexaining in Sielly was single-engine fighters, and even
thege declined from 240 to 125, PBombing of airflelds was so heavy and
. so persistent tnat the enemy was evenbually forced to withdraw his
force to bases from wilch he was untble serilously $o threaten the

battle arean.
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The tanglble resulss achleved by these concentruted avtacks are
denonstrated by the fect that wp to 13 August Allled versonnel had
examined approximately 1,10u anandoned enemy aircraft im warlous degrees
of wmservicezbility. A majority of this number--approximately 57 per
cent-—vwere Gerzen types. Aside from the actual destruetion of sireraft
on the ground, another imortant result was that the enenmy was forced
to ongase in alr combat., During the period of intensive operations over
740 enemy alreraft were destroyed in combal, walle the Iorthwest
African Alr Forces in splte of a for greater efiort sufiered losses
which were only about 50 ver cent of the enemy toial.

Trom the expsrience in the Sicllian operation it would nrobably
be a ndsbtalte, howaver, to susume that sinllar resulis eould be achieved
in any theater of operations. fToe special condltions operating to make
tho attacizs on airfields esnecially effective in this campaign were:

{1) enemy air units of real fighiing value werse limlted; (2) geograzhical
conditions were such that systenatle denial of alrflelds by bombing was
offective; and (3) untll the later stages the enemy showed ilttle
initiative in constructing alternative airf:lelds.s In spite of thess
snecial clreunstances it seeme safe to conclude that well-directed alr
abtacics agninst enemy airfields 1s an important phase both before and
during a major invasion and can be relied upon to reduce to an lmvor-
tant degree, but not to eliminate, shipning losses as a result of enemy
air attack.

The troop carrier operztions which spearheaded the assault were

verhans the least satisfustorlly executed whase of the alr pariiciwation

-
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1 gpﬂ% i RISy,
in HUSXY, The salient shortcoming here was in nlght navligation, Al-
though a satisfactory standard had besn achieved in practices and re-
hearsnls, navigational errors were made on the night proceding I-day
. which resulted in the dropping of paratroops in the wrong place and in
a number of zliders falling into the sea. Uhe dropping oX a parachute
origade within Allied lines on the second nlght of operations purely as
& roinforcement was unsound in prineinle. In this instance a fallure
to arrenge o safe corridor for passape resulted in high casualtles in-
fileted by friendly troons and ships. Alrborme troops saould be en-
ployed. cnly on misgions which caunot be accomnllshed more exnoditiously
or more economically Dy some other means, and thelr use as reinforce~
ments should be confined to serious emergencles, DIwmy naratroops were
used in EUSIr with success, and this form of diverslion was recommended
for future operabtions. The experience in Sielly seems to polut clearly
%o the conclusion thsat the Alr Commander In Calef should have the major
share of tl;e gcontrol of airborne operatlons, and that his word should
pe final as to whebther or noi alrborne operations are to be undertaken.?

To hig report on the Sieoilian camonlgn General Eisenhower apvended the

followinz notet

The outstanding tactlcal lesson of the cammalgn was, for me, at
least, the potentialities of alrborne coerations.
AB ouslined in this redort our technigque was not good. Orews of
planes were inadeguately trained; in cur lnexcerlence we did not
allow time for plamning snd training, pariicularly in coordins-
. tion; our losses were inexcusably high with blame about equally
disbrivuted suonsz the several services, snd with a large measure
falling uwpon me becsuss of my failure to make better vravizion
ageinet misunderstandings, particularly in the “follow-up* opera-
tions. Whe only excuse was an iniense desire to push ahezd--to
reinforce gquickly-~in hope that the whole defense might collapse

e
bl
vk
foeens




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

181

in & few days. Bubl in spite of all this the Alrborne troowns con-
tribvuted mariedly to success in both socbors. Ve must exploit
our position of superiocrity in alr power, superiority in air
transport, and avallability of $rained airborme troops to combine
these assets with suweriority in other flelds, notably commmnd of
the sea and in armored forces. By go dolng we can apply crushing,
sudden devastating blowse that will hasten the final downfall of
Iazldom.

The dlfferences of opinion os to the adeguzey of the alr cover pro-
vided for the assault foreces have been dlscussed in comnection with the
landings zand nced not be revived here. One of the mest useful lnnova-
tions employed in HUSKY were the 601'e® mounted on LST's and locabed off
the assauli beaches., These forward control stations snabled night
fightera to operate ot a high degree of efficiecncy and roduced losses
from enemy night attacics, The seaboime GUl's were in operation on the
first two nlghts followlng the landing btut were taken ashore at the
sorliest oprortunity, the first belng in operation on the afternoon of
D-ﬂay.g

The mleslion of a tactlcal alr force in coordination with the move-
ments of the groumd troops lovelves three rhases of onerations: the
neubralization of the enemy alr foree; the bombing of oojectives ahead
of ground troovs to nsufralize eneny activity that can hinder ground
onerationg~-commonly called the "isolstlon of the battlefieldl; and the
dastruction of selected objectlves in the battle area in furtherance
of the conblned alr-ground effort, 10 In HUSSY there can De 1ittle dount
thut the flrst phase was successfully carried oub through the Lombard-
nent of airflelds and alr comoat, for at no time was the enemy air
zorce able to Interfere effectively with the movements of the nawal or

ground forces. The second pnase of tectical operatlone, carried out
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chiefly vy fighter-bombers, took the form of abbaciks agalnst rall and

road mo.vements.ll Daring the initial steges good targeds were found,
. and formstionsg of 12 alreraft were used. ‘hen the number of targets
beeane smaller and more scattered, the siue of formnflong wasz reduced
to elght and four in order to 'maintain a congtant effort against road
noveadents., Attackte agalnst railroads were considered successful in
hindering enemy transportation, sut owlng to the inherent limitations
of the Siclllan system the targets were limited, and in the later stages
attacics were discontinued altogetner to avoid further damage 0 < means
of tramsportation vwhich the Lilief armles wished to use thenselves.
Buring the early stages of the lnveslon, vartlewlarly during the moon
peried, tke effect of the fighter-borders was swmplenenited by light
bonbers which concentrated princiyally on rond movementis.

In its critique of the Sieilisu campeipn the rewort of the Seventh

Army nalntalped thot serisl attacks ageinet rocds and roillrosds werc
not eamible of desiroying these arteries of conmunieations, that the
chonces of gelting a direct hit asminst o vulnerable vlace were gmzll,
and nore important, that "a demolition to be effective must be defended
or else it will be rendily rexoved, w1 Without quesbtlomlng eny of
these generelizations, it would seen safe to conclude that the constant
abtecks agnlnst road rovemenbs caused the enery considerable hindrance,
as is shown by the fact that durings the loter sbagez of the bzittle
there were very few torgets end nis molor trensnort were forced to seel:

cover in olive groves and other such nrotection as the terrain afforded.
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The attacizs agoinet Caltanigsetta, Inma, and othsr vital bases during
the assaulb period alded in neking the landings stick, while the con~
centrated cbtacke against the serieg of road Junetione mround Ui, Etne
undonotedly had an effect on breskinmg the center which led to the
digintegration of the vwhole position,

The third phagse of the combined air-ground effort ie the wost
diffieuvlt of execublon and requires the highest level of coordination,
training, snd tiring on the part of both nrrms. In Sieily the results
achieved wvurled in prorortlon to the attalnment of these elements,

There were a few instonces when the bowbd lire was undershot and friendly
troops were bombed or strafed by the Allled air forces. vhere were,
howaver, on the other hard, several occaslons on which the degres of
coordir~tion was outstanding and the ground troops wers very naterially
alded with close suppord., There ls perheps no betier example then the
reduetion of Treina, concerning which the Commounding General, lst In-
fantry Division wrota:13
During the lnlitial stages of this comm~lgn 1t was not uncoumon
to have our own air corpe bowb or siruie our own troops, and in
some cages vehind the Tivision command pogt. !Hesiones which

called for elose~-in bonbing of the enemy often hrought bombe on

our oun trocpe., JAn attemnt wog mede to rectify this by serding

a Divislon officer to the alrport with = radlec znd havlag the

alr corps reclmrocate by sending pllots to the Tivislon comend

post with coumunieations direct to the planes.

The ~ir corns ves nost willings to cooverste, and in the

attaci on Yroina o closely coordinated alr, artlllery and infantry

attnck went off with clocik~lile wreclislon., The effect of this

cloge eoordinntion on the enemy wus itenporary cormmlete demorallza-

tlon. The fallowing day the Germans cormenced thelr withdrawal
fron. Troing. « « »
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This same commander pointed out thet combined training would serve

184

t0 acquaint both arms with the nrobtlems the other faced and thus would
rrevent eltker from especting too much of the other. Ix his view

. ground trocns had a tendeney to expect more prormt assistance than
wap always poscivle, and they ghould be tewht that it requires some
tize to wount arn atbtack with apnronriate boubre and escort,

“he bombing or strafing of friendly troops by their own sirpraft
was the result of severel causes, the basic ome being improper identi-
ficatlon. the II Qorvs reporbed that 1t used Yotz yellow smoke and
panels oub that pilots hed difficulty in obvserving then, esveclally in
0illy and wooded areas. Fed or orange smoke was consldered far more
satligfactory than black, vhich was useless in the battle areas, or
vellow smoke, which was too easlly confused with gress and drush fires.
Yownrd the end of the carmalgn the II Corps experimented with mobile
fighter control nparties which conglsted of an officer who ocperatod
well forward in his owm 1ines in & jeep conteining a VHF radlo set,
Inls nothod of controlling fighter-bombers was thought to be worthy of
farther trisl.

In HUSLY the zlr forces experienced comsidershle diffieulty in ob-
taining an accurate victure of lund operstione and of the intentions
of Arny commanders. The Alr Commander pointed cut that if the eneLy
were not %o be allowed a safety zone in vhich they escane attack, it

. vwas essentisl thot the alr forces be furnisned accurate and un-to-date
information on the locstion of friendly troowvs., The borb line, which
was defined ar the vredicted line of forward troons for the next two

aourg, should be clearly capeble of accurate identification by the
-t

kg
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pilots and should be forwarded at least twlice a day.

it

it 1g obvious thet at the time of the Bicillan campaizn much ra-
mainet 50 be dore in the lmprovoment of coordlnstion and technloues of
glr operstlons in close suprort of grownd forces. It 1ip equally certeln,
nowever, thot the results of missions flown were in most cases gratify-
ing and that alr support had greatly improved over the Junisisn eenmpaign.
In conclusion some of the broader strategic objectives achleved by
tke conguest of Slclly might be nointed cub. In Janvary 1943 the
Combined (nlefs of Staff had deseribed the objeetlves of the compalgn
as follows: (1) to make more secure the Allied lime of commumications
in the Hediterrsmean, (2) to dlvert s much strengsth se possible from
the Russian front during the critical summer perlod, and (3) to intensify
wregrore on Italy. The move lnto Sicily accormliched all these ob-
Jjectives and mora. As & result of the unprecedented fury and violence
of the Allled advance scrose the Medlbterranean and in response to the
devastating aericl abtaeks against the heart of Axis communiestlons
in Home, the Italian people toock the first step in ridding themselves
of their Geruan masters by announcing on 28 July the resignetion of
Nusgolini, Zwo weels after the Allled srmles marched into Hessira——
Evgeptemher 1948 wmenn srmistice was signed and Iialy was out of the war.
It is imyossivle to sgy to what extent the Siclllan operaticn
asslcted the Bussizns during the swmer of 1943, bub certaln it is that
Gornan military cormitments haé to he extended into gouthern Frarce and

the Palitans vhile Sardinia and Corsica were made vntenzble, It may be
B eg E
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vrestned furtteormore that Dr. Gocbbels spoke some measure of fruth vhen
he 1zld the blame for Germunyls militsry defeats in Fuesls on her
. ttrencherous” Itallun ally, Certalnly we con accent (emeral Elsenkover's
statement that "the loss of an ally, however fecble, was a blow to
German nrostise which could hardly ve disgulsed from the German peonle

to waom the bonds of the Foue-Berlin Axis had been trumpeled as forged

of cteel, b

.y el
bk el W
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AFABIL
AFLER
LGC

GCh
¢cs

INTORS
JICA

MAC
HACAR

HAAR
IAAFTCC

HAASC
WAGAF
HAS AR
HATAF
WATCUSA

0C&R

WETF

g

GLOSSARY

AC/AS, Intelligence
AC/AS, Plens
Air Officer Commending

Combet Commend A (of ermored division)
Combiced Chiefs of Staff

Trtelligence Cperstions Suwmery
Joint Intollimence Collection Agency

Tediterranoen Alr Commend
lediterrcneer, Allied Coastel Lir Force

Northwest Africen Alr Forces

Northwest Africem Air Forces Troop Carrier
Commend

Lorthwest Africen Alr Service (Commend

Northwest African Cosstel Air Force

Wortlwest Africen Stretegic Alr Force

Horthwost Africen Tactical Air Force

Torth Lfricen Theeter of Cperstions, U.S. Army

[ofice of AC/AS Por/ Operetions, Commitments,
and Regqulrements

Regimenbal Cowbet Teem
twin-engine fighter

Tiestern Navel Tesk Force
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NOTES
i Cnuptur I
. l. Tnis account of tae {asablanca Conrerence is hased upon Gemeral

Dwipht D. Eisenhower's Report on the Sicilian Operations, in
Comoat Anmlysis raies, AGO.

2. Tbia.

3. bStrategie Engineering Study no. Ul, Strategic Studies Unit Intellizenoce
Branoh, Office of the Chief of Engineers, Desc. 1842; Interservice
Strategic Study of Sieily, 0ffice or the Chier or Nawval QOperutions,
Dlvision ot laval Invelligence, Zv Jan. 1944,

4, disenhower xeport.

5, Ibid.

6. Tbid.

7. OQutline Air Flan issued oy Force L4l, 1o March 1944.

8. FEigenhower Heport.

9. Cable messaps, Algiers to Wer for CCS, J7892, VAR 182, 20 Mercu 43.

10. Ibid,

1l. C-TH=-5518 (11 April 43}, Algiers to Wer for GCS from Eisenhower,
NAF 207, 11 April 43.

12, Eisenhowsr Report.
13, Ibid.
14. Ibid.
16. Ibid.
15. _I_b}il_.
. 17, Assigned wero 1s% Division (minus one RCY), 4bth Division, two
Ranger batibalions, 9lat Recormaeissance Squadron, paratroops (82d

Alrtorn® Division), end supporting troops. Hq. Forse $43, Ousline
Plun, 13 Mmy 1943,

18. See map following page 12,
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28,
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An orgonization chart showing the units under MAC is glven in
Aopenddx V.

G0 To. 1, 18 Feb, 1943, Air Hq., :aC.

UAlr Comrend in the lledlterranean,™ by Sq./Idr. J. Y. Wnite, in
ATTnl files.

History of the Originsl XII &ir Force Service Commend, 146-47, in
AYTHLI files.

Tevort of Cperatlons and Activities ineluding the Sieilian Campeign,
18 lay-31 July 1843, Ho. Lorthwest Africen Air Forces Trocp Carrier
Command, in AFInl files.
Apperdix " M to Operations Record 3ociz, MaC, in AFIHI files.

HUSKY Izg, 1-12 q
Annendix / %o Cperations Record Book, MAC, in AFIEI files, 5422-5.
The document itself contalns only the date Miay." (r the cover of
one cony in AFIHI filee there is penciled the date 115 lay. Amend-
rent list no. 1 t0 the dimve plan is dated 26 liay 1943,

Directive to the Air Officer Commending, Northwest African Tactleal
Air Force, for Creration Huszy.

AZInl filee.
Rear lIAAY, A-4 o Hg. liinth Aly Torce, 28 llay 1943, in ATIBI files,
1bid.

A genvover Eenort,
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Chapter II

BAR U1GGlo East Review Do, 3 (Aoril-dune 1943}, 37-38.

Plan Tor the Esployment of the Yorthwest Africaxn Alr Torces and
Attached iy Forces in Onerntion Huglry, in ATEL f£iles,

ileno for CfS, 9th US Air Force by Gen. Lewle E. Srereton, 17 lay
1948, in A¥IEL files, A-¥ Hussy, 9th AF (68-A),

Teport oy General Dwight D. Zisenvower on Operations Agoinet
Tentelleria and Lamedusa, in AFAEP files, FD 381, J/GCS Div,

Ltr., Lt. Gen. Carl Srantz %o Gea. M. H. Arrold, 14 July 1443, in
AFAY files, WP F-12, ilorth Africa Mo, 2, Off. Serv. Br.

Worthwest African Starategic Alr Force's Particination in the
Sicilian Campaign from 156 June throwgh 24 July," Lozth AT Svaluations,
in A-2 Iibrary.

LAAR ectly Intelligence Summary Yo. 31, 12-18 June, According to
"An Anpreciation of the Effect of Allied Air Torce Attacks on Axis
Alriizlis in lorddala, Sieily, and Italy," iscued by the BISI, there
wer2 "some L0 or more' alrcruft damn-ed. In A-2 Library, Italy
{Possessions) Jieily, 9580-8260.

LAAT Ved:ily Intellisence Summary Wo. 31, 12-13 June,

Ioid,; C.-IN-8338 (14 June 43), «wlidE 6420, 14 June 43,

Eemort by linj, Gen. Leuls E, Breveton, Bmwloysuent of Eeavy Dombardnent
Arpinet Enemy Alrdromes, 3 Awes, 1943, 9th AY Ivaluaslons, in A=2
Library; Cl-IH-11411 (18 Jume 43), #0000 6486, 18 June 43.

Mr Anlgbry Yeokly Intelliyence Jaumary lo. 213, 2 Oct, 1943,
Cl-I0-17324& (28 June 43), «AlGHE 6624, 28 June 43,

Brereson, Imloyment of Henwvy Rorbarduent Smoinst Inanny Alrdromes.
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18, Inid.
19, luid,

20. Eeoort, u#ASAF's Partieipation in the Sicilizn Cromndgn; CU-IR-12801
(21 June 43), Alglors to Var, #2604, 1Y June 43.

21. LAAE Wez:ly Intelllgence Sunzzry To. 31, 12-18 June 1843,

22, Ibld., To. 32, 19-.35 June 1943.

23. EaF lddle mast Iexlew To. 3 (April-June 1043), 46-40.

24, UasF VWeetly Intelligence Summary lo. 33, 26 June-2 July 1249,
25, alr.linisbry Veekly Intelligence Trmmary, lio, 213, 2 Oct. 1943,
26, LAAF Cperation cnd Intellipence Bumuary Io. 124, 24 June 1943,
27. Twelfth Alr Toree in the Sicilian Camwaign, in &FIUL flles,

23. PRAT Addle dagt Dexlew Yo. 3, B3-54.

29, Tactical Awprecistion, inm ATIHI filer, A-3 BUSIY, Sth AT,

30. TAS:E's Participotion in the Slellicn fampaign.

31. EAT Mddie Znst Veexkly Intslliszence Sammory Fo. 157, 15-22 June 1343,

32, TAAT Cnorcbtion and Intelligence Summary Ilo. 125, 25 June 1943; LaSaPlg
Partieination in the Sicillan Uammalsn.

33. Twelfth Alr Tares eexly Intelllaence Sunmnry lo, 34, 3-9 July,

34, -IN.12518 (20 June 43), +AllEE 6520, 20 June 43; FaF Middle East
Weorly Intalligence Sumuary o, 157, 15-22 June 1943,

35, LAsY Opernbion und Intelli;ence Summary Do, 118, 18 June 1945.
836. [Ihid., Go. 121, Bl June 123,

7. EAT Mldfle st Jeview bo. 3, S3-GE,

38, LAAY Uneratien snd Intellizence Gumunry To. 123, 23 June 19438,
3y, LUABAF's Particimation in the Siellisn Cormalgn.

40, TAAT Operntion and Inidellisence Summnry io. 124, 24 June 19448,
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Toid., No. 130, 30 June 1943; 2l viadle et Revlew no. 3, 53-54.
LA4ME Operation wund Intelligence Smamery o, 1.8, 18 June 1943,
ALY Ves:ly Intelligence Summnry To. 52, 19~25 Junc 1943,

145F Cperation and Intelligence Swnsnry Lo. 193, 235 June 1943 and
Yo, 125, 25 June 1943.

Ivid. , ¥o. 12&, 24 June 1043,
TAAT Veerly Intelligenes Sumnary 0. 32, 19-35 June.
1AAF Onerntion and Intelligence Sunsary lo. 132, 2 July 1943.

Tased on Gaba in DAAE Wedily Intellisence Sazeries lNos., 31-38 for
the neried 12 June-2 July 1943.

EAT 1iddle Znst Beview Yo. 3, 54,
Ibid.

Frolimin-ry EBeport on Husky Cneratlon oy “eltn-vaced Alreraft, Alr
Ig. , Yalsz, in ATIHL flles, gth A, 68-A,

Ibld.
Ibid.
1old.

Flan for the Zmloyment of the Yorthwest african Air Forces in
Operation Hugizy, in AFIHIL files,

¥relimincry Eevort on Huslky Operation by linliaw-based Alrcralt, alr
Ho. , Jmita; Unlt HEistory of thelxh Fhoto Fecomnalssance Sguadron, in
AFIcT files.

.
1 YR
.,v,’

Interview of Colonel Elliott) 0D, Proto Hecounalssance Wing, Torth
African Alr Forces, lm the tireau of Aervonautice, 30 July 1943,

1old.
Al

Ihid.

Their FTetorys A Six 17onths! History of the Lorthwest African Coanstel
“ir Toroe, mublished by Ho. ~ACAT [olted as lihelr Tietory/: "4 Peviaw
of Tsditorranean Allied Ceostal ilr Force (rMerations, larch 1945-
Septenther 1944,1 Jare Nostrun Ya. 52, 14 Sep. 1944 [elted as HaCaF
Onerctiong/.
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6%, aGaF Operutions, 1.
64, TUnit history of the 414th Flghver Sgvadron, in AFIMI files.
65, Their Yictory, 7-8.

66, 1AAT Operstion sund Intelligence Summary 1o. 140, 10 July 18943.

67. ILaid.
68. Theix ¥ickory, 12-13.
6v. lLbid.

70. UAGLF Weekly Intellirence and Operational Statistical Eeeord lo. 9,
1-7 July 1943,

71, lbhig.
72. Thelr Yictory, 23-%23.
73, 1old.

w4, NThe Work of lledlterranzan Allled Cosstal alr Torce, ! RAT Ueditercranean
Review Do, 6 (Jan.-larch 1944}, 78-%3.,

75, TPlan for the Zmployment of the Northwest African Air Force and
Attached Air Forces in Operstion Husky, im AFI.I files.

75. Zimenhower Eepori.

77, LABAF's Yarbtleipation in the Sicilian Coimaign.

78, ployment of the Iactlcal Alr FJorce Tnits Located in Tunieia for
Oneration Husky, 29 June 1943; Cperctlon Instruction Yo, 4,
Armendiz 'F¥ on Cperations by Torthwest African Tactical Alr Force,
in LET=L files.

%9, Rewort on the Lortuvest Afrlcsn Tactical Alr Torce in the funbure
of Sicily, 5, in AFIHI files,

§0, BRAF 141ddls Fast “feerly Intellligence Summary Wo, 1658, 29 June~G July
1943,

. 31. Ibid.
83. RAT ledlterrancan Teview io. 4, 8.

83, LAAT Veclly Intelligence Sumnary Ho. 34, 34 July 1943,

s A




84,

85.

26,

g7.

a8,
84,
80,
9l.
42

93.

a7,
wa.,
98,
100C.

101.

102,

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Thid,; MASAT's Perticipatlon in the Sieilian Cazmnlgn,

TALF Veeldly Intellipence Stmmary Yo. 341 Winth Alr Torce Periocdic
FPevort Lio. 39. The Linth 4ir Force usually revorted its bomb load
in terms of pounda. It is assumed here that the L&Y was revorting
jn teras of American boms; consequently the total number of wounds
of bombs drophed by the IX Zomber Commond. wne divided by 2,000 %o
obialn the above figure.

UAAF Weerly Intelligence Suumary lio. 34, 3-9 July 1943.

ASAF s Participation in the Sicilinan Camaign from 15 Juse through
24 July.

WAAR veerly Intelligence Sumnary o, 24, 3-9 July 1943.

Ihid.

Ibid.

Paily Operatlonal Sunmaries, 3-¢ July 18943.

UAAT Veerly Intelligencs Suamary lo. 34, -9 July.

Alr Attacks of Alrflelds: A Review of the lletiods Adonted and_Weanons
Used frow the Commensement of the uar to the Sumier of 1943 [cited as

Alr Abttacks of Airfieldg/., Produced oy the Alr inistry, Sep. 1943,
in A-~2 Tiorary, Fritish Zunire 2670,

Ibid.

Adr Abtacts of Alrfields; Brercton, Troloymont of Heavy Bombardment
Arpianst Ineny Jirdromes.

See pages 44-45,

Air stbacks of Airflelds,
Ibid.

Ibid.

- 1y-5733 (13 July 43), Sersonzl for Arnold from Svaatz, G5 144,
11 July £3.

Alr Abtmeks of sirflelds.
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nasF Overational and Intelllgence Summaries los. 131-141, 1-11
July 143,

Ibid.

Ibi.g'-o

“akT A-3 Operstlomal Reseurca Resort lo. 1, in AFLrl files.

linsty-elght bombers took off} recording to the overations cables
83 pecched the targes. Gl-I7-3929 (6 July 43), Cpiro to AGWAR,
+AMSlE B72L, € July 43; C-15-4048 {¢ July 23), Cairo to AGMAR,

g%h AT A-2 Periodic Report Vo. 39, 3-9 July 1943,

Ibid.

PAT 1dddle Thst Veertly Intelllsence Summary 0. 160, 6-13 July 1343,
Ibid.

TiA2 Weekly Intolligence Sumiory 1. 84, 3-9 July 1943.

113.  Lpid.

114, Gwelfth Alr TForce in the Slcilian Jammwalsn, in AFl4l files.

115. MAAF deekly Intellijence Sumsary No. 34, 3-Y July 1943, Inemy alr
strengtk as of 9 July ls glven in the Eeport of the lorthwest
Afrlean Alr Forces on Husky, ». 36, as follows:

geran Itall=n Totals
SICILY 53 fighbers 260 200 460
Incluiineg T= fighters 40 - £0
Itnly 5 Bomoer recce b 30 35
of 41 1 Jactical recce 10 - 10
IR bombers 50 - 50
Tornedo-—bombers - 10 10 600
ZARDLLTA 5% fighters 130 100 230
RBomber recco 5 10 15
Yagtienl recce 10 - 10
. Tornodo-bombers - 10 10 269
1.7 5% fighters - 230 230
Ineluding T2 fighters 35 - 38
enly I of llight fighters 20 - 20
5 Bomher recee 30 30 120
LZ bonbers 110 - 110
Tornedo-bonbers - 70 70 8835
) gﬁﬁ%@ _‘) |‘ Vv i ™ —t ¥ -
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5, F2ALO- Basiber Teace
LE bomoers 65 . - 65
Tornedo-0ombeTs 35 — 38 120

GELD TUTALS 825 745 1,570 1.570

The Denort of the Torthwest Africsn ALY Forge 01 Operation Hogky, Do s
1ligts bhe folloving gapadrons &8 available:

aplgigh  buerkesi Total ML
53 figater (offensive) o, 1/2 18 908
g fignters {@efensive) 23 9 BOL.
T day (.ofi‘ensive) - 9 225
= dav (&efenai?e) & - 64
7o night (offensive) L - 16
7F nlant (defensive) 7 - 112
Toxbers - 11ht 7 12 304
2orers - mediua doy - 28 448
~gmoere - nedduwn night 9 - 180
Bo:ers - heavy G’ - 36 433
fomsers - heavy night 2 - 32
Jozstol 20 1/2 - 360
arey C-0D. 41f2 2 110
Trimg0rt 8fc 512 " 30 S0
EU2E80 g 1f2 2 10
cilders (E04) I — —
Totdls 113 1f2 146 5,323

s bois tavle the fera ugefensive! is appliicd %O tnoge squndrons
whose vrimary funetion W5 ehipplng protectlion and defense of wuinera-
gle areas. iae repori does not indicate wlant percentage of the

goove 1lst of drerelt was oyerationa.l. fne Eisborian of the

owelfth Alr Force, nowaver, in his report lac pyelfin ALX Toree

ln the sigilian Oarnalen. st mipe Iagky Order of Zattle iisted

ag operabional s5. Stratesic alreraft, 379 Pactical , 18 Goastal,

460 Troon garrier, and Y5 Gliders; the total of combal aircraft

wae L,B55, and tne grend total Was 2,403," For tihe Allied Order

of Pattle, see Appendix I.

116, Repory of toe Torihwest Africen Air Force on operation HUSTY, 23,
C ) yp AFISL Tiles.

117, ~ARF Weerly Inteiligence SWGmAXY Th. 34, B-9 JULY 1u43.

118,  Abid.
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118,

120,
121, Tacticzl Apprecistion, in AFIEL flles,

122, Figenhower Eemort,

123, FAAF Weelly Intelligence Summary No. 41, 21-27 Aug, 1943,

124, According to the BAR MHediterranesn Beviex To. 4, p. B8, there were

60,000; the PAY Middle Zast Weekly Intelligence Summary Lo. 166 glves
the figure 90,000,

';\_,gl_,‘
oy P !
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Chnpter IIl

Gurrent Renorts frow Cverseas lo. 12, issued by the wWar (ffice,
Tondon, o1 Aug. 1943, in A-2 Tibrery, Sieily 9930-2360.

i senhower Revort.

Report of Operations snd Aetlvitles Inclufing the Sicilian Cozpalem,
18 Yey-31 June 1.43 (cited as TCO Report), Hg. lorth African air
Dovces Iroap Carricr Command, 1n aTIHl files,

The 28 Ving RAT war to serve as ratnforeemente for Slet T¢ Wing for

<UKY end was to return to the Tnited Kingdon upon completion of
opergtions.

Interview with Srig. Gen. Fay A. Dunn, 14 Cet. 1943,

IHATTC0 Eeport; Zigenhover Fesort,

Ibid.

Chere were 144 transport aireraft and 14e gliders origirally briefed
to earry out the LiDBSERCXZ mlgslon, seven of vhich falled to take off
teeanse of verious mechanleal fuilures. Of the 1% taking off, four
returmed with their loads. The gliders carrisd over 1,600 nen, and

eoulcnent including 98 bieyceles, 101 hond ecarts, € sizpwunder gune,

2% wircless gebr, 1 MU eoubination, 6 tanniers, 1 treiler, 17

trolleys, 10 three-inch mortars, 4 tyipods, 1 comproassor, Tee
Fenmort, 71-77.

Yemo for Chief, Unit Training Tivislon OF Tt, Col, Fran: k. Macuahon,
Gonfercnce with Major Geperal Swins, GG, 11 Atrborne Div., 30 July
1943, in i-2 Tibrary, Slelly 9uB0.-3860,

FAAF4CC Eepori, 7O.

Memo for Genmcral Arnold By Uaj. Gen., Claybton Zigsell, ACfAS, Intel.,
Feport of Lllied Foree sirborce Roard, 5 Nov. 1943, in A¥Asl, Office
Serv.; Idlitary Feporbs on the Uaited Untions Fo. 11, 15 Cet, 1943,
Tisenhower Eewori.

{pterviev with Erig. Gen. Fay A. Dunn, 14 Oot. 1843,

1nigd.

SAMETCT Fenort, 78.




17.

18,
13,
20,

2.
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Cel. W. S. Stone, Devuby Wing Commander, to (G ALF, stén. ALfAS,
QCER, Veather Div,, Amendment to Remort of Cperations and Astivities
Ineluding the »icilian Campaign.

Interview with Brig. Gem, Eay A. Tunn, 14 Cei, 1943,
Lpid.

TAATUCO Eepoxt, 77.

LZis.

Ivid., 7.

Ibid,., &2-83.

Briefly, the gssigned micsions were as follows: {a) the BOSth RCT,
with the 34 Zattalion of the 04tk attsched, was dlrected to support
$he lending of lst Division near Gela; {b) the Zd Battelion, B04th
wag to drop three miles south of Fiecexl at 2320 on D minus 13 (e)
the 28 Zattglion, F05th Parschute Degiment at 2400 hours wos to drop
on the main drop zone (sporoximately two and one-half miles southeast
of Gela; (d) ¢T Hssdauarbers was to follow 24 Zattellon, drop at
0012 hours on Deday, znd the lst Eattalion was to follow Ecadguarters;
{e) the 3& Battalion, 505th Perzchute Fegiment waes to drom jut south
of the rond junction 500 yards scubth of main drop zone; (f) a deuno-
lition seetion was to dron west of the 34 Battalion: (g field
artilier; 7h-zillimeter Howltzer units were te drop with Battalion
0T's. DRevorit on Alrborne CUperaticne in HEusiky, 16 Aug. 1943, Dased
ucon L. Col, C. Billingeleals obgervations as executive of the
Tifth Army Airborne Training Center during the training meriod of

the 836 Division and the 5721 Trocp farrier Wing as an atiached member
of the BOSth Parzchute anfentry Cowbtat Yeas for the drop on I minus 1
and the six days followlng Eitcd es Billiygelen feport/, in A-2
Library, Siclly 9930-92€0,

Eisenhower Rkeporid,

LAAFICC Renort, 7BE-7€, 81,

Flserhiower Repori: ldlitary Fenorts of the Unlted Iations To. 1l.

Ylamo for Chief, Unit Training Division, by Lt. Col. Frank K, lacmahon,
Chief, Zroop Carrier 3rauch, Conference with lnj, Gen. Swing, CG 1lth
Lirborre Tilvision, Ju July 1823,

LAAFLGU Report, 86,

Unlt higtory BYth Troop Carrier Squadron, in AFIHL files,

Py IREY
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Unit history B34 Troop Carrier Squadron, in AFIHI files,
Unit bistory 316th Troop Carrier Group, in AFIBI files,
ibid.

Billingsles Penort.

Zleenhovwer Eavort.

Billingslen Report.

¢:1-0U1-11082 (28 July 48), larshall to Eisenbower, Freedom Algiers
#3504,

1-IN-21022 (22 July 43), Tlsenhower to larshall, =4E042, 29 July 43,
Yisenhower Ranort.
Allied Toree Board Revort.

Interview with 3rig. Gen. Fay A. Tunn, 14 Cet. 1943; Military Reports
of the Tnited Nztions Ho.ll,

Interview with Brig, Oen. EFayr A. Dunn, 14 Cet. 1943,

Elsenhowor Report.

1uld.

LasFT0¢ Report, 88-89.
Ibig.

Iuid., 104.

Slsenaower Renord.

IDig.; memo for General Arrold by Faj. Ben. (layton Bissell, AG/AS,
Intel, , Renort of Allied Force Alrborme 3Board, & Dov. 1943. It will
ve poted that the flgures glven here are at slight vuriance with
those glven in the table on page 94 . Since the flzures glven in
the Alllied Foree Board report were comiled later than the personnel
and alrcrafi mission report, 1t is oresumed that they renresent a
more consldered view. BExact agrcement among sources of statlstleal
data ig very alfiicult to olhtain.

Personnel and Alrcraft !ission Feport, 24 July 1943, in AFIHI files,
57324, LAAFTCC A-2 Husiy,

g
EE LA : LA
I
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LAAFTOS Renort, 108,
ibid,

Ibig. ., 1086,
Hlsenaower Remort.

Fraining meno Io. 43, Allied Force Hg., 2 Auz. 1943, in Alr Forece
Board Pemort, in AGD, Cperations inulysle Braunch,

ind.
Iodd.
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Shismbar IV

Remort of the Dorthuest african Iaetleal Air Foree.

RaS Uedifexrogezn Seview Mo, 4, Y.

Prolivinnry Zecort om ‘Eusky' Oneration by lalta-based Adireraft,
9-17 July 1945, wreunrel by Statisticzl Control snd Operstiosng
Fecoriis Seotlon, Alr Bg., IInlta Ei ted ag Lerord on lalia-based Alp-
eraft/, Tae Zlet U. 8. Fighter Grour was oased on llpltu's satellite,
Gano,

Zeport of ‘estern Irwval Tag: Toree (W.IF).

CU~IN-8206 (12 July 43), Smaabz to .rnold, -85 144, 11 July 43,

BAR liediterranesp Zeview . 4 {(July-Sen, 194%), 10.

wisonhower Feword, The sane phrase is used in the renort of WNIR,
Eenort of the 7th Arny.

Jisenhower Tlenort.

Lesort of wdif.

Lopart of the 7th sruy,

Report of WLIF,

Fegport of the .4iF, 2.3,

FPirn for Organlzation, Concentration nnd Lovesmt of ZIX Air Swinory

Cormmand Tnlfs in Cperation Eugry, Frinted in the Lewort of the
Seventl Army.

Eeomort of WA,
Ipid,

Hedlterranesn 411ied . 1r Forces .4-3 Seetion, onthly Creratione
sulletin TWo. 9, Dec, 1943,

HIEE A b
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22, Iad.
=23. ltid.
. 24, Tewvort of Wiil.

s AT

85, ZIenort of ITAAF.
26, Eenort of WiIE.
27, Eeport of llzlin<bazel Alreraft.
28. Remori of WiILE.

2%. Eeport of the 7th Anuay,

Sl. Eewort of WiEF,

332, See map Tollowing ». 12,

38, RAY .4ddls Fast Yeekly Intelllgence Summnry No. 160, 6~13 July 1943.
S4. Peonort of the 7th Aruy.

35, ZERewort of Lauwal, g,

56, Ibid.
37, Iwelfth Alr Torce 'eoilly Intelligence Summoxy Fo. 35, 1016 July 1943,
38, JIbid.

39. Zerort of JAAY, 4,
40, ©Perort of UATAT, 8,

41. Ibid., 8-9. ©Tue resultc achieved by the night flghters durdn; the
w7e2x of the invasion sre as Tollows:

10-11 July 2 Ju-3% ) .
1 Gant. 2-1007) degtroyed 2 Ju-58 vrooable
. 11-12 July 2 Ju-338 )
1 He-111 ) destraoyed
1 T/a
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(cont'd)

12-15 July 5 Ju-38 )
3 He-111 }  destroyed 1 Ju-88 prodable

2 Gnnt, 2-1007)

1 To. 217 )

. 13-4 July 2 Ju-88 )
3 He-111 )

1 »-108 )

1 umidentified)

desbroyed 1 Ju-38 nrobable

14-15 July 9 Ju-83 )
2 He-l11l ) destroyed L Ju-88 provebie
1 Cant., 2Z-1007)
15~15 July 6 Cant. Z-1007)
5 Ju-38 ) destroyed
2 He=111 )

42, lIkid.

43, Twelfth Air Force Veellly Intelligence Suwancxy Io. 35, 10-16 July
1943; TASAR's Portielnation in tae Sicillan Compaign f1o. 156 Juns
throush 24 July.

44, .AAF Onerntion and Intelligence Swunry Fo. 140, 10 July 1943,

45, 9th AT A-2 Yerlodie Bemort o, 40, 10-16 July 1843,

46, aSA¥'s Partlclontion in the Sicilian Cazvniga.

47. Ibid.

48, 9th AT A-2 Prrisdic Rewort.

49, FEAT 11ddle Zast Weekly Intelllgence Swianry Jo, 160, 6-13 July 1943,

0. 1big.

51. LAaAY¥ Cperation and Intelligence Summnyy No. 143, 12 July 1943.

52, Twolith Alr Force Veelkly Intelligence Sumisry No. 35, 10-16 July 1943.

£3. IHuth Alr Torce Perlodic Inbtellisence Renort Io. 40, 10-16 July 1943,

. 654, ZReoort of WAAY,
BS. ZRevort of 7th army.

58, Fenort of ALY,

1:“
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£7. TAAY Operction and Intellipence Swamary Io. 144, 14 July 1943,

Bz, JAULF Yeerfly Intelllgence Summary Wo. 10, 8-14 July 1943.

59, LAY Operabtion amd Intellirence Swmary ZJo. 144, 14 July 1843.

60. RAR Mediterrumscun Zeviow Yo. 4 (July-Sep, 1v4B), 2.

€l. Twelfth iy Toree Ueelly Intellizsnce Summary n, 35, 1016 July 1243,
62, T%h AT A-2 Porlodic Eenort No. 40, 10-156 July 19493,

63, EAF Usditerpomeon Bevisw l'o, 4 (July-Sen., 1943), 18-19.

64, IAAT Onerntlor nnd Intellirencs Summsry To. 146, 16 July 1243.

65, Ipid., Yo. 147, 17 July 1943,

60, Twelfth Alr Foree ieelly Intelligence Swmary Zo. 35, 1016 July; 9th
AF A=2 Poriodle Fenort No. 40, 10-18 July 1943,

67. Xbld.
68. ZSwelfth Alr Sorce Weexly Intelligence Swaayy o. 35, 10«15 July.
69. Iinth AMr Force iA-2 weekly Intellipence Summary llo. 40, 10-16 July 1943,

70, Ibld.; uUsdF Operction and Intelligence Summary Lo, 146, 16 July 19435,

7i. BaX Jleddterrauesn Sewiow Lo. 4 (Fuly-Sep. 1943}, 2i.
72. This review is from the Repors of LAAF, 8.9,
73, 1bld.

B B -

i b s VR TE -

"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
—

iEH ‘;{'ff?ﬁm{_ 206

Chanber ¥V

1. Eenort of the 7th Army,

. 2. LAAF Operation and Intclllgence Sumuary To., 148, 18 July 1943,
3., Ikid., Lo. 149, 1Y July 1943,
4, LaAF A3 Section llonthly Cperations Zulletin Yo. 9, Dee, 1943,

B, haAT weerly Sumnary o, 36 (17-23 July 1943); Oneration and Intelligence
Swmmary Ko, 147, 17 July 1odx,

6. Eaf ledGltervancan Review ¥o. 4 (July-Sep. 1943), 21.

7. LAAF VWeedly Intelligence Summary To. 36, 17-23 July 1943,

8. FIeport of the 7th Army.

¥, Ibid.

10, UNAAF Operation and Intelligence Sumnary To, 1B0, 20 July 1943.
il. Ipid.

12. ZEenort of IaaF, 1.
13. Fewort of the 7th Arny.
14, LAAF Operation and Intelllgence Sumnery ¥o. 15L, 21 July 1943,
15, Iboid.
16. EAT llediterranean Epview Wo. 4 (July-Sen, 1343), 26.

17, EAR dddle Zast Yeetly Intelllisence Swmery Yo. 162, 20-27 July 1943.

18. Allied Force Hq,, (-2 Weekly Intelligence Summary lo. 48, for week
ending 24 July 1943.

19, BRAT lUediverranean Beview “o. 4 (July-Sep. 1943), 27.

. 20, Ibid.
21, UAUAF Weelrly Intelligenmee Swmary Io. 11, 15-32 July 1v43,
22. loid.

23, UANF Weekly Intelligence Summery lo. 56, 17-23 July 1243,

Cliga GReeRm
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32.
32.
34,

3b.

36,

37.

33,

i

41,

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

207

Ci-Ibm2592 (4 Adus, 43), tiscohower to Harshall, W-8509, 4 Aug., 43.
¥emo for AC/AS, A-2 by Ha. WALF, A-2 Sechion, Intelligence Servics
Unlt, "Preliuwlnary Analysis of Strategic Targets in Italy and Sieily,®
3 lley 1943, in A-2 Library, Italy (Sicily) 1000-G205.

LASAT'g Participation in the Sicllian Campulen; 9th A¥ 4-2 Periodic
Benort M. 41, 57 July 1943,

Ear vediterranean Review Zlo. 4 {(July-Sep. 1943), 24; BAT lliddle Xest
Yeekly Intellligence Summary Fo. 161, 13-20 July 1943,

TASAF'e Participntion in tue Sicillan Jampaisn,
Eemort of TA4Y, 10,

Exbrzcts from n dlary tept by Overfeldwebel Fegslinger Dec. 1942 to
8 Jen, 1943, 1In A-Z Library, ILiéaly 9930,

Air lAnistry Yeeskly Intellisence Sumzery Io. 204, 31 July 1943,
11-072-8201 (19 June 43), (08 to 3, Froedox Alglers #688.
C~-0UL~10614 (25 June 43), GUS to Zisenhower, Fall 144,
G=Il-12777 {18 July 43), Hiserhower to WaR, #al 292, 18 July 43,
Tre commniqoe wirich was to be issued was ag follows: Wiilitary ob-
Jectives in Rone and its viciuity have been bombed today by heavy
bosbers und medivun bombers of the .lediterranean Alr Command. The
¥ershalling Yard was the vrincipal target. It is of greatest lmpor-
tance bo the Axis war effort and in particular for the movement of
Gernan troovs. Leaflets were also dropped over clty during the rald.
Pilots and nombardiers ernployad on this nigsion were particulorly
instructed to aveld dsungzing religlous and cultural monuments,
Hg. LahF A-3 Sectlon (perations Bulletin o, 5, 1-31 Aug, 1943,

JLi0A AFH( Detailed Internretation Heport No. D-73, 7 Sep. 43, in
A=g Library, Italy 9v30,

Lovid.
Ibjd.
VASAT'e Fartlcoipation in the Sicllian Campalgn,

Ltr., Lt. Gen. Gsri Spamtz to Gen. H. H. arnold, 2Y July 1943, 1n AaG
cenbrel files, 312.1 D, Operabtions Letters.
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HASAE Partleivation in the Sicilian Cammaign.

Ioid.

whaT Cneration snd Intelligence Summary Jo. 152, 22 July 1943,

HAAT Veellly Intelllgence Swurrry o. 37, 2430 fuly 1943,

BAF 114d1le Zast Veekly Indelligence Suvmmary Do, 181, 13-20 July 1943,
HaAl Oueration and Intelliggnca Summaries Yos. 148-163, 18«23 July 1943,
FAT Hediterrrnemn Re'riexlr(July-Sey. 1943), 30.

/
Inid.
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1. report of 7th Lrmy.
(] 2, Ipid., b-l4,
3, llclnnis, Zhe umx: Touxkh Tear, 322,
4, INAAF, lonthly Operations Bulletin Tlo. 9,
5. Report of ALK, 13,
6, O;Jé;:;:tion apd Intelligence Summary o, 167, 27 July 1943,
7. Feport of Tth Army.

8. Alijeld Force Hg., G-2 Weekly Intelligence Swumary Lio. &0, for waek
ending 7 Avg. 1943,

9. UAAT Benort, 15.
10. DRAF Jedlterrausan EBewiew To. 4, 34,

11. Unlt history, "Sigmificznt Activities of 340th Bowd Group (1),
1 i»ril to 1 Cetover 1943,% in AFIHI files.

12. EReport of Tth Army, .17,
13, laAF Operatlon and Intelllgence Summ-~vy o, 167, 6 Aug. 1943,

14, TUnlt history, "Significant Activities of 343th Bomb Groum () 1 aprid
to 1 Cch, 1943,7 in ixlEL files,

15. i4aF Hecord, 16.

16. Eeport of 7tk Aruy, b-16-18.

17, LAY Operation and Iatelligence Sumanry lo. 169, 8 Aug, 1843,
18. 3#ewort of 7th army.

19. vVinceant Shoemn, "he Patton Lepgend nnd Paitton As Is,? Saturday svening
Post, 23 June 1945, ». B0,

20. UAAF Operation and Intelligence Sumzary lo. 170, 9 Aug. 1943.
21. Tenort of 7tk Ammy.
22, TAAT Operation cand Inbellipence Summary Wo. 172, 11 Aug. 1843.

A5 L IRET _ 3
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28, Ioid., Ho, 173, 12 sug. 1943

24, AR ledikerranesn Review Io, 4 (July-Sep, 1943), 35.

25. Eevort of LAiAF, 1y,

6. Ibid., 18,

27. Inid,, 12,

28. Informationsl Intelligsence Swinary No. 43-457, 10 Oct. 1v43.

29, Femarke and Erecommendatlons From A4F Fory 34, 12th AF Zwalustions,
in A-Z Library.

30. ladd.
31. Ianberviews vith Captain 2. 1I, Tower, 17 Sep, 1943,

32. Allied Forece Hg, =2 Wealitly Intelllgence Sumuery Fo. Bl, for wes:
ending 1& Aug. 1u48.

33. EAFW 1dédle .ast Veehly Intalligence Sumnzry I, 165, 10-17 Aus. 1243,
34. PRAE Uediterranecan E To, 4 (July-Sep. 1ud3s), 30.

35. PAT Miédle “last eekly Intelligence Swmary o, L6565, 10-17 Aug. 1943,
36, EaF Mediterranean Feview lo. 4 (July-Sen. 1343), 34.

&7, Inig.

38. IAAT Operation and Intelligence Summaries Nos. 171-175, 10-15 Aug. 1943,

39, LAAY Renart, 19,
40, LAAF eetdy Intelliszence Sumanry Ho. 40, 14-20 dug. 1943,

41, LAZAF Remort.
. UACAYF Veexly Intellisence Swmary Ts. 12, 22-28 July 1943,

45, YaCAY Weexly Intelligzence Summary Xo. 13, 829 July-4 Aug. 1943,

adig

I— - - A .
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TR
4%. Ihig.
48, JAOAF Yeerxly Intelligence Sunmaries Tos. 14 and 15, 5.18 Aung. 1943,
49, Ibigd.
. 0. Pewort of luiakF, 19,

51, =ACAY weekly Indelligence Sumunry To. 15, 11-16 Aug. 1943,

52. Idr., Spastz $o Arnold, 30 July 1943, in 4G cerntrel files, 3172,1,
Uperatliong Letbers,

83, HALE Oneraticn and Intelligence Summary No. lbé, 24 July 1843,

B4, BAF lidale dast Veekly Intelligence Swumnry o, 162, 20-27 July 1943.
5. LASAE's Porticiyation in the Sicilian Caspalsn.

£5, JAAY Unerstion ond Intelligence Swmary Jo. 1067, 27 July 1948.

57, GAAT Weekly Intelligence Suumary o, 37, 24-30 July 1943.

£8, GAAT Omerntion and Intelligence Suamery Fo. 152, 20 July 1943,

52, Ibid., Yo. 160, 30 July 1943; AT Mddle Enst Weerly Intelligence
Sunmary o, 164, 3-10 Aug. 1943.

€0, Zec note &2 chove.

61, D2AF Ilddle Znet Leeixly Intelliperee Summary Jo. 163, 27 July-d Aug.
1043,

€2, U5aF Onerntlon cxnd Intelligence Swzdsry o, 165, 4 sug, 19456,
€3, JxAF Jeeisly Inbelligence Jumkary Fo. 38, 51 July-5 aAve. 1943,
€4, =A% leditorrenesn Peview Mo, 4 (July-Sep, 1243), 35,

65. Jlild.

€6, Ibid.

7. wAik Creration nnd Intelligence Swmmary to. 165, 4 ang, 1943,

® - nu

69, Ibulé., To. 169, 3 aug. 1943,
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0. YAAE vegily Intellirence Sumnary No. 39, 7=13 Aue. 1943,
71l. lLbid.
8. OU=0UT.464 (3 aug. 43), GOS to Ilsenhiower.
. 73. CI-CUT.€7h (& Aug. 43), #4061, 2 fug. 48, Tae cable from Gencral

.arehall states that the dritigh Chief's had reversed thesselves, that -
s & antter of fact the Prirce lHnister thought it nisht be 2 good

thing to go whead with the bombir. of Fome, The Preeifent was oub

of la<hington at the tine, bub uwotil his views couwld be ascertained
Gozexal lnrckell wae willing to accent responsibllity for U. 3. approval
in cage Gereral Bleenhower wicrhed to go ahezd,

T4, OM-IN-1657 (3 Avg., 43), Iisentower to larshall, #6405, 3 Aug. 43.
Under exdsting clrowsstances Genersl Zlsenhower thought it might e
best to refrcin fron air activitles agninest Dome until a decision had
vesn reached vaking 14 en cpen elty. He d4id not feel, kowever, that
it should take lonmy for the Eadoglio poverrment to zcht on 4llied
conditions, which woulld certzinly be sitinle and which ghould require
the coumlete deullitarization of Fome and cessation of all movenents
of troops ond nilitary swomlies throuegh the ciiy, the closing of all
factories ensared in the monufucture of munitions and militury eunplies
and of zll ecirdrorws in the closc vieinity. Genersl icenhover was
inelined to douvt that the Itallsns were scting im zood falth., If
thoy were, they would aceont Allled tervs prommily; 1f not, they
weuld follov o temporlzing woliey vhich should be snswered by fursher
attacks araingt Zome vhcnever wlenes conld be snared froxm more inmor-
tant militry objectlves. In any case Genernl _isenboyer dié not
intend to overdo owcrations acainet Fowe for ke fully realized all
the imalleatlors and repercustloms which were houwnd to reswlt., Nevers
theless, he felt that planes over the elty drosriny lenflets and bonbs
undountedly hind a marced affect on Ifalian morale.

76. CU-I5-2E22 (4 Aup. 43), Jisenbower o larshall, W-6509, 4 fug, 43.

76. sl Veelrly Intelligence Sumrary Yo. 39, 7-18 iug. 1943,

7. Luig.
78,  Iaid.
9. RAT Usliterrancon Leview Jo. 4 (July-Sep, 1943), 37.
. 80, HAAF Cperetion and Intellisence Swumary Mo, 176, 15 Aue. 1943,

8. Inig., I». 177, 18 Aup. 1948,

82, Indd., lo, 178, 17 Aug. 1945,




83,

85,
g6.

a7,

g8,
89,
v,

vl.

100.
101.

ioa.
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Ibid., Do. 173, 12 Jmg, 1843 and Uo. 178, 17 Aiug, 1943,

Iid. , Uo, 173, 12 Aug, 1943,

PAF liiddle Dast Veelkly Intelligence Summary o, 165, 10~17 Aug. 1943,
Vai¥ Oneration and Intelligence Summary Iio. 173, 12 Ang. 1943,

Fiir Crweratione Apsinst Sardinia and Corszien, July to October 1943,
RBiL Uedlierrapenn Review Do. 4 (July-Seo. 1943), 72.76.

JAAT Onmeration end Irtelligence Suwmary Yo. 152, 22 July 1943,
Ibld., o, 1B6, 86 July 1944,

Cutline history of 317tk Fighter Sguadron, in AFIHL files.
—2big.

uLAF Cneration end Intclligence Summary Ilo. 163, 3 sug, 1843,
Ibid., Wo. 166, B Aug, 1843,

Ivld., o, 1€8, 7 Aug. 1843,

An excentlon is 16 Augnst, for wnich day there are no fignter sweens
recorded, See INIOrs lLos., 18-07, 8~27 Aug. 1943, in JFIHI files,

I::E:&SI‘QO 20, lo A‘ll;.':- 19%3-

PaX [Bddle Tast ‘eekly Intelligence Swmrery To. 165, 10-17 sur, 1943
KAAY Weekly Intellligence Summary Ho. 40, 14-20 Aug. 1943%,

Ihid.

ivid.

“AAF Veekly Intelligence Sumuary 2o, 40, 14-20 Avg, 1943,
LAY Uediterrancan Deview Yo, 4 (July-Sen, 1943), 41,
Ibig.

-
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Chanter VIE

i genhower Rewort.

Yoommente on the Exeentlon of the Firat Phage of the Sleilian
Comblned Cperniions,” in Col. Farton's file. Date and sutior not
glven, Tut on the baslg of lunternnl evifence it would anpear that the
outhor of the document is a high-remking RAT officer.

Air Attacic of Alrflelds: A Eevievw of llethods Afopted and Tezpons used
from the Comuencement of the Lar to the Sumrer of 1943,% mroduced by
the Alr Mnistry, Seo. 1243, 1n A-2 Library, Sritish Ewpire 9670.
Ioid.

Conmenis on tke Sicilian Cnaration.

foid.; Allled Forece Hg, Training llewo Ho, 43, 2 img. 1943,

Corments on the Sicilian Coweratlion; Allled Toree Ea. Training llemo
Ho, 43, 2 Aug, 1943,

Comrents on the Sicilion Cammalgn; Rernort of .audi¥,

Fleld lanual 100-20, Conuand and Jployment of iir Power, 21 July 1943.
Renort of sALL:,

Henmort of the 7th Army.

uoted in Allied Sorce Ho, Irainizg .femo 2o, B0, "essons from the
Slellian Coxmaden.”

Chlef of Combined Cperctions' notee on the Alr Asmect of Cperation
Eusty: inclosure 7 to Allled Force Board Eerort on Alrborne Coerstion
In Buszy.
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Bibliogrephical lote

. There is a plethora of material of uneven quality relating both
to the planning and execubion of the invasion of Sicily., %his study
would have been greatly irmroved by comprehensive and well-integrated

anrratives of the naval and ground phases of the corpalgn, bubt such

sources are lacking so far, The reports of the Western .aval Task Force
and tke U. S. Seventh Army, however, present excellent raw materlals
which have been relled upon heavily in an attermt to relate the alr
story to the ground and naval stories. The best sources on the
planping vhase are the Report by General Zlsenhower, the Operations
Teecord Book of Alr Planes, Mediterrsmean Alr Commznd with its numerous
sppendices, the "Flan for the HEwployuent of the Horthwest African Alr
Yorces and Abbtached Alr Torces in Operation !Eusky'! in the files of
the AAT Historical Office a2nd the ccble messages filed in the AAF Message
Center. There are some gaps in the records cwrwenbtly avallable for
the story of the air operations themselves, but the daily and weekly
Intelligence Summnries, the unit histories, ezile messages, Form 34's,
and other primary materials have been examined to obtaln as rellsable
an account ae nogsible,

The followlng list, though not comprehenslve, renresents some of
the more siznlficant items used in this study. TUnless otherwlse noted,

. these ihems can be found in ATINT flles.
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Genexrzl Accounts

uAlr_Ground Cooperation in the Sleilisn Campalen,® Informaflonal
Intellloence Sumuary Yo. 4dws,

tAiyr Supwort for the Siciliarn Invasion,' Monthly Operations Bulletin
No. 9. Ha. Hediterranean Allied Alr Yorces, A-3 Sectlon.

YAlr Suprort of Ground Forces in the Sicilian Overation,! Hq, AAF
Tootleal Qenter, (rlando, Florida, US 9915, A-2 Tibrary.

A111ed Force doard Revort on Alrvorne Operatlons in Husky, Coxbat
Anzlysie Section, Operations Dlivigion, Var Devariment General Staff.

farmhiblous Operaticns Agalust Siclily," Intelllgence Information
Julletin, Office of the AG/S, G-2, Eurcpesn Theater of Operations, USA,
Sieily 7910, A-2 Library.

"An Appreclation of the Effect of Allled Forces Attacks on Axls
Alrfields in Serdinia, Sieily and Italy, 20 lap-31 July 1843," Dritigh
Joint Staff lLission. Sleilly SY30-U960, A-2 Llbrary.

*Tne Assault on Sicily," MHilitary Hevortes on the Unlied Tiations
o. 11, 15 Cet. 1943,

"The Comguest of Slelly," BAF Nediterranean Feview Fo. 4 (July-
Sep, 1943), 4-57.

Mg Invegion of Sieily.® Current Reporks from Overseas Ho, 12,
The war Office, London. Sieily 993038960, A-2 Library.

Lesgong of tho Sicllian Campaien, Training lemorandum Io. 80,
Allied Force Headouarters, AFO 8512, Sliclly 6830, &«2 Library.

"perntions of Fighter Planes in the Sieilian Cavpaign,¥ Iuformational
Intellicence Sumpary sos. 43-46.

1Erelude to the Invasion of Sielly, ' R4 Llddle Zast Review Jo, 3
{Aoril-June 1943), 40-€8.

Revort 0y General Dwlicht D, Fisencower on the Siellian Carmuelgm.
Comont Analysls Seotion, Operations iivieion, VWar Demartment General
Staff,

cevort of the lorthwest Afrlcan Adr Forces on (peration Husky.
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Bepoxis of Rarilclpating lnits

fhetion Revort of Western Daval Task Torce in the Sieilien Cammaism.t

Hietory of the Originel XIl Air Service Command From Activation
to 1 Januzry 1944,

U$he Torthwest African Strabtegical Air Force's Participation in
the Blecilian Campelen from 15 June through 24 July 1843," 12th A%
Zveluabion, L~2 Library.

I0perations of II Corps in Sicily, 10 July-lv August 1948,°
Conbat Analysis Section, Operntlons Dlvigsion, 'ar Demariment General
Staff.

"Porticination of the IX Bomber Command in the Invasion of Siclly.”
vta AT Ivaluctions, 4-3 Library.

HPeport of Operations of the T. 5. Seventh srmy 1n the Sieilian
Campalen, ® Sieily 6910, A-Z Library.

"Eeport of Cperations and Activities, including the Sicilisn Cam-
paign, * Ha, Uorthwest African Air Forces roop Carrier Comuand.

"Rerort on Operations by the lorthwest Africen Tacbical Air Yorce
in the Cepture of Siclly."

#8icillan Cammalen Operational and Intelligence Summary, 1 July
to 17 sugust 1923, 0 Hq, XII Air Service Comneznd, 12 AF Evaluations,
4-2 Library.

I3ignals Eesort on Amphlolous Operations in the llediterranesn from

July to September 1943,M 22 Qet. 1243, Hg. MNediterrancan Air Command,
Sieily 9540, A-2 Library.

Chservaorg' Renmorts and Intervievs

Interview with Briz, Gen. Pay A, Dunn, 14 Cob., 1943. A-2 Library.

Interviow with Colonzl H1liott Roosovelt, 30 July 1943, Iuresun
. of Aeronsutlea,

Lotes on Planning and Assault Fhases of the Sicllian Camoaim, b7
o Briilsh nilitary observer, Ocb. 1943, Ho, British Gombined Operations.
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PP CONARATE

Revort on Sieilian Carmalgn, by Maj. Gen. J. P, Iuzas, (General
Lukas was the personal rensresenintlve and speclal observer for General
Eigenhower, )

. Eerlodiesl Intelligence Reporte
Aly Mindstry Weelly Inbelllgence Summary Nos. 208-Z15,

G=2 Weekly Intelligenca Sumnary Nog. 47-52. Alliesd Porce Head-
guartars.

Honthly Cpsratlons Bulletin HJos. 4-5. Ha. ledlterranean Alliesd
Aly Torceg, A-0 Section.

4-2 FPerlodic Eeport Loa. 3%-45. Hg, Minth Air Foree.

Jorthwest African Alr Torce Overational and Intelligence Summary
Yoe, 78-178,

Horthwest African Air Forces ‘ieekly Intelligence Summary Wos. 26-41,

RAF !iiddle Fast Veekly Infelligence Summary Nos. 153-166.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
L

o g

C -

AN
Appendix I Tt

TION FUEY

(inclvasr £ incoming ard ottnched coriat units arnd glving tae
prenoctidon, of AR Alr Task Torce)

i. RRTCAT STRATFOIC AIR TOROT.

LORTTFET,

TR T HNTS

-

3.

Cnits U.3.

1.7 Duc to srrive fron U.5.

R. Threc dguodrens froz U.LE.
20 sircrnft.
Due RAT Wlaec and 4 Wellirgton Soucdronc nnd 1 Helifox Sgundron
(482 Sqdn) to come from M.I.

with one Wing H.G.

|___ 974k ®.¢. (340 B.Sg. | __1st F.6. (27 F.Sq.LBnd B.G. {20 B.3q.
{217 F) (241 B.Sa. (p~-28) (71 F.8q. {(B-17 ¥} (29 B.Sq.
{242 B.5q (94 ¥.5¢ {96 =.3q.
{414 E.Sq. {425 B.8q.
| 14th FuG. (37 F.So.
| __701st B.G, ( 22 B.&a. {P-z2) {48 F.3q.
{B~17 ) {82 B.3q. (49 F.3q.
(%53 B.Sq.
{219 B.3g. | BBtk P.C. [ F.Gq.
{¥-28) { P.5c.
ootk B.0. {346 B.Sq. F.S¢.
{(z17 &) {347 B.So.
(=25 B.8q. {Sec Notel)
(416 B Sq.
___#7th Forb Hns UBME (W)
| Ve B.C. [ 22 B.Eq. B2nd F.G. (95 F.£q.|__Bloth B.6. {222 B.&g.
(B-26) { 37 B.5q. (P-22) (26 F.S5q B-25) {220 B.Sq.
( #5 B.8q. (o7 F.5q (7381 B.5q.
{472 E.5q. {423 B.8q.
Z25th F.6. (17 F.S5g
319tk B.C. (437 B.3I. (P-40) (78 ¥.3qd__221s% B.C. (445 B.Eq.
(B-26) (182 L.8q. (812 P.5q. (2¢6 B.5q.
(439 B.%q. (a7 B.8q.
(440 B.8q. (448 B.&aq.
@0k B.6. (441 B.S5q.
{B-26) {442 B.3q.
{247 ¥.34.
(444 B.Sq.
. 205 Grows RAF (& EOAF) Wellington (X)
| B30 Wing (242 & L_zal Timge (37 Sa. [__2%6 Winz (463 3q.
Ray {150 5q. RAF {70 Cn. REF (104 sq.
{40 3q.
221 Ving {427 3q. {5ce Yote 3) {See YNote B)
ROLT (228 3q.
(a25 5q.
(3ec Yobe 8)
IZi. Zvd P.R.C.

£11 Wellington
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2. NCRTH' AT ATPICAL COASTAT ATH ®ORCH

| 52nd Tipghter Groum ( 2¥. 8q. __252 Sq. (F) RAF (Burr)
[O63:Fsa {( 47F. 3.
(Soit) ( &¥. 3a. |__ 22 Se. (F) BAF (Ewrr)
l | £1st Tizhter Groun ( 91 %. So. }__ 87 8q. (F) RF (Hurr)
L { o F. 5c.
{p-2a) ( &8 F. 3q. [|__ 75 5q. (W) RAF (Hurr)
260t Fighter Groun ( 245 F. Sq. |__225 Wing (255 Sq. (¥F)
U3 { 246 F.S5q.
(r-30) ( 247 F. 3q. }__ 47 Sq. (TE) RAF (Beaufort )
480 de ( 1 AS 5u. |__ 39 Sq. (TB) RAF (Besufort)
U3AAT (2-24) ( 248 sq.

__122 > . (TB) (Beaufighter)

—414 ¥ Sa, UIAT (Team) {See Note 1}
| 418 F o4, USAAT (Bean) a8t ga, (7BfAST) 0F (Well)
| 815 So. (T5R) FAs (Swaf) ol ooa. (TB/AS V) BAR (Well)

{5ee Tote )
820 So. (TSR) i (4lte)

14 5q. {TB) RAF (i eravder)
| 821 So. {T57) Fah (Albn)

228 Wirg (500 Sa, (GRFASY)

826 £-. (TaR) ras (M) RAF (ZUD)(608 Sa. (GF(ASY)
822 Sq. (TSR) FAL (Altr) | 52 Sq. (BR) RAY (Balt)
_2/7 Zscad (F) FAP (Svit) |__614 Sq. (I3) R&F (Bisg)
| 2/5 Eeced (T) 34X (P-40) |13 Sg (I3) BT (Bise)

(5ee Note 3)
26T Sc. (ASR) BAP (Val)
313 Sq. (F) Ra¥ (Hurr)

2e4 So. (ASe) RaF (Wal)
| 274 Sq. (F) BT (Hurr)
* (See Vote 4)

. 1. 144 Sg. on attachrert fror UK.
2. 458 Sgdn mey be fully ASV for EWEKY.
The half 281 So. will return to Melia on D Plue 6 or D plus 7.
Adr Ministry bave been nsked to furnish twoe additicnal Wellington Sgs,

3. 614 and 17 Sgs may re-orm with Beauforts sfter 47 and 79 Sgs have
tomarrcl.

Sas) attached from H.E.

4 212 and 299 Ses (or other se] ctéﬂ. Eurricang:
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Apvendlx II

. FLAYN TCl THu FCRUZICH AID LIPLOMMEST OF TH:
LIR TASK DCROD FCR CPIRATIICT HULKL

Compositicn of the Liy Tagk Force.

1, The Air Task Force will consist of carbat, units provisionally
detoiled in Amnexure B to the N.A.AJF. Operational Air Plan, and ancillary
units detziled in Appendix 1 to the N.A.L1.F. Alr Administrative Flan,

Forpabion of the Lir Task Force.

2. Squadrons intended to form part of the Air Task Force will be re-
fitted and reovganised as necessary prior to the operation, Squedrons which
are administered by R.A.F., MIDDIT EAST, will be refitted under arrangements
mede by HeQe, RollIs HICOLD EAST, in collaboration with Worthwest African
Air Forces, Squadrons of the H.A.A. Forces will be refitted and reorganized
under arrangements made by the A,0,C., Tactical Air Force.

3e Aireraft zand eguipment will be checked, replaced where necessary,
and brought up to scale. Unit personnel will be reorganised where necessary,
esuipped to scale for Ovperstion HUSKY, and trained for their HUSKY task.

Le The ground echelons of R.A.F. sguadrons will be uivided inbo two
parties, an "4M party and a "B party, each capable of maintaining the souad-
ron for a short period whilst the other party moves cn tn the next squadron
location., "At% and "B" parties will be fully irained to work efficiently

in this manner, "C" parbties will not be ussd during this operstion, and the
personnel will be absorbed into the "AM and "3" parties, It is intended
that the two cowbat echelons of the Night Fighter squadrcns should move to
SICILY in two sections and the ground personnel will similariy be divided
into two parties. Initially, however, these half squadrons will operate

in SICILY on an "advance landing ground" basis. The refitting and prepara-
tion of these units will be underbaken by HeQe, WA .C.d.Fe in collabora-
tion with HeQe, HeheTeAFo At & later stage the units will be aggd i
o M. A.T.AF. Airdrome night flying eguipment will be carri .
Servieing Commando in the assault convoy from U.K. serving C
equipment must be taken by the Servicing Commando proceeding to CUMISO.

. Se U.8.4.A.F. tactical units will be organized in the normal Ul.S.
manner, i.e., Air Echelons and Ground Ichelons.

.
e
;

H
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THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—CONRIDERH K.

6, Aneillary units of the Air Tesk Force must also be equipped
and trained for their btask. This will bs undertaken as follows:
B Tnits provided by RedeFs MIDDIE EAST « « « under arrangements
. made by R.A.Fs JIDDLE BAST.
b. Units provided by Nei«de Foress . + » under arrangements made

by the A.0.Cs, Tectical Air Force and the C.G., Air Service
Commend as epplicebles R.A.Fe units not elready forming part of
NeAsToAeTe will be assigned to that Force. Units end Sectioms
which are to go in with the assault forces must receive tralning
in emphibious operabions, and if possible should teke part in the
exercises arranged for the Army assault forces which they will
B.000MPANY

Ce Units provided by the United Xingdor will be trained in the
Unibted Xingdome These units must be fully briefed on the voyage
fran UeXe The briefs must be prepared as soon as possible by
Eeadquarters, Hel«TeAsFe for despabeh to Ul.Xe

The list of R.AF. sncillary units to be included in the Air Taslk Force,
end the Air Service {omend units and sections which are o proceed with
the Air Taesk Force, sre combained in Appendix 1 to the NeledeFs HISKY
Afir Adninistrative Plan, which alsc stabes the Command of origine

Deployment of Combet Units.

Te After refitting snd training, squadrons will move to their
HUSEY Stetions in FALTA or TUNISIA. This will be dons as follows:

Be RsAes Sguadronse

{1} There are “em R.A.Fe SEF (Spitfire) squedrons {two Wings),
administered by NeAdAsFe which are initislly ineluded in the
Air Task Poroe. The two Wing Headquarters and the ten
squadrons will move to their HUSKY Stetions in MALTA prior to
D = 21l. All the ground persomnel and eguipment of the fen
squadrons will slso move inbo MALTA.

(2) There are £ive R.A.F. SEF (Spitfire) squadrons, one SEF
(Spitfire) Polish Flight, (orgsniszed in one Wing), and one
S«E. {Spitfire) Tac/R Squedron, administered by HeQe, RekeF.
¥IDDLE EAST, which are initially included in ‘the Air Task

Forcoes Those squadrons end the Ving HeQe. will move to their

@ FUSKY Stebions in MALTA prior to D =~ 21, togother with their

ground personnel end equipment.

(3) There are two Besufighter Night Fighter squadrons (both
edministored by HaA«AJF.), which will teke part in Cperabtions
from SICILY. All the ground personnel end helfl the combat
ochelon of one squadron will move to MALTA by D ~ 21 epproxs,
the balance of the sombat echelon moving to HALTA approxe
D - 5¢ The second Squadron will remain in TUNISIA unbil

i eTriD TS
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olements ore called forward to SICILY.

(4) There is one Wing of five Kibttyhawk Fighter~Banber
Squadrons, administered by HeQes ReAoFe LIDDLE BAST, initially
ineluded in the Alr Task Force. The Ving Hoadquarbers eand the
ground persomnel and equipment will move to MALTA prior Lo
D Day. The combabt echelons will ewait call forward to IALTA
from D plus 3 omwvards.

b. TeSehelels Groups end Squadrons.

(1) There is one SIF Group (Spitfires), end one BEF Group
(P-40s) which are sdministered by WeAsA.Fe and initially
ineluded in the Air Task Force. The Spitfire Group will be
located ot its HUSKY Sbation in TUNISIA unbtil it moves into
STCILY. The P=40 Group will move to a HUSKY Statien which
will be selected latera

(2) There sre two P=40 Fighter-Bember Groups of the Ninth UdSe
Alr Force which are initially included in the Air Tesk PForces
The Group Heedquaxrters, togebher with the ground end air
echelons end s Service Group will move to MALTA prior to
D Days The combet ocholons will await cell forwerd to IIALTA
from D plus 3 orwerdse

{3) There is one P=-51 Observation Squedron of NeA.A. Forces
waich is initielly ineluded in the Air Tesk Force. It will
pemain ot its HUSKY Stetion in TUHISIA, or obher selected
location, until called forward to SICILY.

(4) There sre two A=36 Dive Bomber Groups of Weleh. Forces
initially included in the Alir Tesk Force. They will remsin
at their HUSKY Stations in TUNISIA wnbil called forward to
SICILY.

The camplete Order of Battle of the Air Task Force ls glven In Ammexure
B to the HeAsfieFe Oporatiomal Air Flan. The schedule of movements of
combat echelons to MAITA is given in Amexure F to the Operstional Alr
Plen. The schedule of movements of the ground persommel of the N.A.AF.
squadrons (ReA.F.), which move to MALTA is given in Appendix 6 to the
NelehPo Adir Administrative Plane

Movemont of Combabt Units to SICILY.

Be Combet Units of the Alir Tesk Fores will move to SICILY as
follows:

84 First Yove - MallA to PACHING - D plus 2 approx. or when
ajrfield is availables

Pighter wWing HeQe, ReA.F., end two Spitfire Squadrons {RelesFe),
followed by twe further Spitfire squedrons when called forward.
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b. Second ifove =~ MMelLTA to PACHING - D plus 2 approx,, or when
pirfield is availeble.

Half Tac/R Spitfire Squedron, ReAeFs

. Ce Third love = TUNISIL to LICATA end PONTE OLIVO - D_plus 2
SpRrox., or when sirfields are swveilsble.

Fighter Group HeQe, UsSeheldFe, and three Spitfire squadrons.

de Fourth love = TUNISIA to PONTE OIIVO ~ D plus 2 approx., or
when sirfield is availeble.

P=51 Chservetion Squadron, UsS.A.fheFs, to be called forward
a8 soon as circumstences 2llow.

e. Fifkh Move = NALTA £o COMISO gnd BISCART - D plus 3 SpproXa, or
when sirfields ere aveileble.

Fightor Ving HeQes RelFes with five Spibfire squadrons end
three edditionel Spitfire squadrons emd a Polish Flight etteched
from other fings.

) Sixzth lMove ~ VALTA to CATANTA ~ T plus 7 approx., or when
girfield is awalleble.

Pighter ifing HeQs, RelFe, snd two Spitfire squedrons. A
third Spitfire squadron will be celled forward from NALTA when
eirdrome space is aveilsble, Belemce of 40 Tec/R Squadron,
RefeFe, called forwerd from MALTA to CATANIA or GERBINI when
required, Ground personrel will be floem or ferried across.

Be Seventh Love = BISCARI or COITISO to GERBINI = D plus 8 &pprox.,
when eirfields ore aveilable.

Two Spitfire squadrons, bo rejoin their Ving (which hes moved
0 CATAVIA (vide £. above),

Two Spitfire squadrons, whioh remain deteched from the Wing
which is in PACHINO (vide &. sbove).

Fighter iiing Headquorters with five Spitfire squadroms.

h, Eighth YMove = TUNISIA or alternative locstion to BISCARI =
D plus 8 approxe, when called forwards

. Firhter Group Headquarters, UeSelhedeFe, and three Pighter-
Bamber squedrons (P-4203).

Je Hinth ove - TUNISTA te COMISO ~ D plus 8 approx., when
called forwerd.

Two Dive-Bomber Group Headquerters, UsS.A.L.F., and eight
A=36 squedrons.
g; i, h ' l‘é J

T au e
[ A Tt il\
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Do Fighter~Bouber squadrons end groups will be called forwerd
from MAITA as airfield acoommodation becomes aveileble, or if the
tackionl situstion allows SEF squedrons to be withdrewn end replaced by
Fighter Bomberss

10. Bomber squedrons snd groups of the Tactical Air Force will
be moved into SICILY as additional sirfields are captured or comstructed.

Apyengements for Servising Combeat Units in SICTLY

1l. The manner in which squedrons end groups are to be serviced
and meiobained on arrivel in SICILY is detailed in the Nell.A e Alr
Mministrotive Flan. The general policy is as follows:

F21) ReAeFe Units.

Initiel reguirements will be met by Servicing Commendos
moved o SICILY by convoy as shown in Appendix 1 to the NelehdFe
Air Administretive Plems Squsdron MA' end "BY parties to be
ferried from MALTA, (by air transport if aveilsble, otherwise by
sea). Equipmert to follow by ses.

b. Telnliafinle Units.

(1) Arrengements for complete groups which move fron TUNLSIA
to SICILY. The complete Air emd Ground Echelons of one
squedron will move to SICILY in the appropriate assault or
follow=up convoy, to errive before the Group is due Lo fly
ine Yervice Group Detachments will slso move in et this
time., ihen the squedrons fly in, the three remeining Air
Echelons will also be flovn in. The remsining Ground
Echelons and eguipment will move by later sonvoye

(2) Arrsngements for the single (bservetion squedron which
moves from TUNISIA to SICILYe 3Half the Ground Echelon will
move in by convoy to arrive prior to deate on which the Combet
Echelon is due to fly in. The Alr Echelon will be flown in
with the Combat Schelone

(3) Arrengements for groups which move from LALTA to SICILY.
The Air Fehelons will be flown in with the Combet Echelons.
The Ground Echelons and the -unit equipment will be ferried
scross by sotl.

Novement of Ancillery Unibs to SICILY.

1z, ReloFe tneillary units and U.Se Service Commend units end
sections of NeAeA.Fe proceeding from FeWe AFRICA in UeSe convoys will,
afber treining, be moved to essexbly areas for emburketion in the
approprierte convoys, under errsngements mede by HeQe, HeheTeAFe, and
HeQe Alr Service Commend end in conformity with the instruetions issued

L I 1
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by S0S NATDUSAe The schedule of convoys is conbained in Appendix 6 to
the NeAehsFe Administrative Plen, end the provisional allocetion of
sneillery units To conveys is conteined in Appendix 1 to the HeAskeTFe
Adr Adminisbretive Plen., The sssembly and embarketion of units mounted
in *IDDLE EAST will be underteken by R.A.F. MIDDLE ZAST on instruetions

. issued by Force 545, or G.H.Qs JIDDLE FAST Forces. The assembly and
emberketion of units seiling in British conveys from Nede AFRICA is
being underteken by ReA.F. MIDDLE EAST on instructions issued by Force
545 or A.F.Helle Assistance by N.A.AFe mey be requesteds

Chermels of Operatiopal Control in STCILY.

13, Units of the Air Task Force operating from MALTA in the early
stazes will be operstionally controlled by the A.0.C., MALTA, end under
the direction of the Aw0e«Ce, HeldeTeloFe At a loter stege, when the Air
Tesk Force Hede is esteblished in SICILY, the missions for fighter
bombers snd bombers operating fram MALTA will probsbly be alloceted by
the AeQeCe, Air Task Force.

14, During the initiel phese in SICILY, the Air Forces in Sicily
will be controlled by the Air Task Force HeQe (Desert Air Force HeQe),
under the direction of the Ae0eGes NeleTehsFe Fighter conbrol will be
exercised in the eerly stage Through HeQe, 211 Group, KehsFe As soon as
s second Fizhter Comtrol is practiceble, the Advenced Hel., XIT Alr
support Commend, will take over the control of FIT A«S.C» units, under
the AeOeCes Air Tesk Force, Advenced HeQes XIT Aef.Ce ¥will also nct as
the link between the feNela, Alr Teck Force end the Commender of the
dgstern Tesk Forces

15. The rosxr olemsnts of the Teeticel ALir Foree will be
operationally controlled as follows, under the direction of the f.0aCe,
NelaT o loile

& Pear units of the Desert Alr Fores . . « Dy Roar Heles, XIT
Jir Support Commands

bs Resr wnits of the XIT Alr Support Coumend » « « by Rear
Hedes, XIT £ir Support Comnend.

[+20 Units of the Tacbical Bomber Force « « « by Tele, Tactical
Bombeyr Forces Cortain rcserve uanits of the Air Task Force
will also be pleced under the combrol of the Tactical Bomber
Porceo.

. 154 T %he lend operstions in SICILY diverge into two operstional
Sectors, the Rear H.Q., XII Air Support Commend will move forwurd to
join the Advenced Hede, and the XI1 A.3.C. and the Desert Air Force
will operabe seperstely, under the conirol of the AeQeCep NeleTedel's

Eeadquarters,

2y, 1085, 1 roos T
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Appendix IXII

SCHEDULE OF LIOVEMENTS NF COIIBAT WNITS OT THE AIR TASK FORCE
TO HUSKY STATIONS AND TO SICILY.

{Movements of other unitz are included for information)

1. D-éO'bOD-M

2. tg lea MALT

1 T.B. Sgn. (Albac) FAA MALTA to W.A.
i.e. 821 Sgn.

b. Units moving to MALTA

5 S.E.F. Sqne. (Spit) R.ALF.
i.e. 322 Wing - ( 81 Son
(254 Son
(232 Sqn N.A. to MALTA
(242 Sqn
( 43 San

20 D~ toD - 27

& Units leaving MALTA
¥l
k. TUnite movingiMALTA

5 S.E.F, Sans (Spit) R.A.F,
i.e. 324 Wing ( 72 5mn
{ 93 Son
(111 Son N.h. to MALTA
(152 Soan
(243 sSqn

3. D~ 26 1toD. 32

a. Units leaving 1'ALTA
il
b. TUpits movinzs to MALEA
5% S.E.F. Sqns (Spit) R.A.F.
1,e. 244 Wing { 1 San {S.AF,)

( 92 San TRIPOLI to IIATTA
(145 Sqn
(601 Sqn
{417 Saqn

(Folish Flight W
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1 Tac, R. Sgn {Spit) R.A.F,

i.e. 40 Sqn TRIPOLY to lIALYA
. 4. Before D - 21 (rovements must be co-ordirveted with

tke movement of units listed above)

8¢ Unite lesving MATTA,

3 .2, ﬁ&”sgﬁfn) R.A.F, FALTA to M.E,
e o sepeoT) AT I 40 3.1,
1L TB/ASV (Vellington) R.A.F, MALTA to N.A,
i.e, 458 Sqn and & 221 Son.
b. 8 mov FATTA
1 2.E.F, (¥) San (Beau.) R.A.F. H.A. to MiLTA

il.e4 '%'600 Sqn
5. D-54%0D L]

éo its

1 ™.EF. (1) San (Beau.) R.ALT. MALTA o M.E.
i.e. 272 Sgn

b. Imits moving to MATTA

# T.EF. (¥) Sqn (Beau.) R.A.F, N.A. to MALTA
i.e. Second ha2lf 600 Sgn

6, DL 2

2« Units leovipas MALTA

4 S-BQF. Sqns (S:Dit) R.A.F‘
i.e. 244 Wing (145 San
F,Q, =ni ( 92 sqr MATTA TO PACEIND
(601 San
( 1 Saqn (S.4.4.7.)

HOTE, Wing H.Q, and £irst two Scnr move in on
D { 2, followed as soon as possible by abher
. two Sqns, nrobably between D £ 2 and D £ 4.

217 Sgn and POLISH Flight, belonzing to
this ¥Wing remein in NALTA until called forward

% Tac/R. Son {5+it) R.A.F. VALTA to PACHIRO
i.e. 40 Sgn {when called forward)

b, Units moving to MALTA

g ke
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ge Units moving direct from FORTH ATRICA

to SICILY
3 S.B.F. Sqns (Spit) U.S.A.A.F. N.A., to LICATA
i.e. 3lst Grouwp (307 Sqn and PONTE OLIVO
. {308 San
(209 San

HOTE; ~ Onre Sgn to LICATA Ahd two to PONTE
OLIVO, or if space permita two Jons to LICATA.

1 Obs. Son (P-51) U.S.A.A.F, N.A. to PONTE OLIVO
i.e. 111 Sgn.

HOTH;~ This Squadron to await call forward to
POTTE CLIVO as soon =zs clrceumsiances permit,

7. D £ 3
a. Units leaving MALTA
5 S,E.F. Sons (Spit.) R.A.T, MALTA to COMISQ

1.e. ¥24 Wing (72 san

H: and ( 93 Son

(111 San

(152 Sgn

(213 Sqn

JI0TH; These Squadrons may move from D £ 3 onvards

3% S.E.F. Sans (Spit.) R.4.F. MALTA to BISCARI
i.e., From 322 Wing ( 81 Sq_n
{154 San

From 244 Wing (<417 San
{POLISH ylight

HOTE; 417 Squadron and POLISH Flight move between
D43 and D47
Squadrons shown under para. 7 (&) will be
under control of 324 Wing H.Q. at this stage.
324 Wing H.Q. and Squadrons for BISCARI will
probably go in first.

k. Units moving to MALTA.

5 5.BF. Sans (Kibty) R.AF. N.A. to MALTA
. i.00 239 Wing ( 3 5Sqgn
(112 Sqn
(450 San
(250 San
(260 san
6 3.E.P. Sqas (P-40) U.5.A.A.F. TRIPOLI to L/ALTA
i.e. 7th Group ( 64 San

E - ﬂ_.q e I lm
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b. Dnits mowins to IATTA

g. Dhits movins from NORTI ATRICA direct to

T0PE: (1) Refuellirg and re-arnming facilities for

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

79th Grouw

BT 1 T.F.{N) 5 n (Beau.) RAF i.e. 108
Son %o Le brought from Delta to TRIPOLI to be
on call to move to I'ATTA from Df 3 onwards.

c. DUnits movine fron FORTH AFRTCA direct to SICITLY.

Bil.

a. Units leawinsz MATTA

2 5.7.T7. Sqn- (Spit.) R.AF MALTA to CATANIA
l.e. 3292 Ving (232 S-n
EQ and (242 son

TOTT: 43 Soc (3n MILTA «t this stage) to remain
there wntil ezllcd forward $o SICILY.
% T.5.F.(T) Sqn (Begn.) R.AT. MALTA to GATANIA
i.e., 600 Sgn

e

PacfR Son (Spit.) R.A.F. MALTA to CATANIA
i.e. 40 Sqn or GEREINI

1073 This % Sin will await call to move to
CATAUIL or GTREIYI from D # 7 onwar’s.

PN T

wil.

SICILY

Til.

59 ¢.R. Sqn (R21t) R.A.F. to be available at this
time 2t CATUATIA. Any personnel required for A.L.G.
sevicing to be provided from Snuadron and flowm
r ferried acroszs.

(2) 153 s-n (TEF/3) (Beau) R.A.F. will operate
from NORTHWEST ATRICA until it moves into SICILY, wp
to which time 1t will use 2 base in SICILY as an

A.L.G. > o x,
T el el
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o, D }_ 3 onuards.

. . 2. Units lesvins MALTA
¥l

iz
&. Units moving from N°HTH A"RICE direct
%o SICILY
8 D.B. Sans (A-36) U.5.4.A.F. N.A. %o CONISO
i.e. 27th Group { 15 Sqn
( 18 San
{ 17 sqn
( 91 Smn
g6th Group (300 3am
(310 San
(%11 3qn
{312 $aqn

JOIT:  Movement of above 8 Sans on D + 8 or when
eclled forvard.

% §.E.T. Sqans (P-40)'U.5 A AF N.A. to BISCARI
i.e. 33rd Groun ( 58 Sq_n
{ 59 3
( 60 Sqn

1;0T%: I'ovement of above 3 Sons on D 4+ 8 or when
called forward. Their initial HUSKY St-tion may
be changed.

4. lovemont of Units within STCILY

5 S.8.F. Sons (Spit.) R.A.F. COII30 to GTRALNI
i.e, 324 Wing { 72 San
{ 93 San
(111 S-n

(152 San
. (245 3an

3] 3,0, Sans (394%.) R.AT. BISCART to GIRBINI
. FR { 81 San
(154 3an

NOTB: To rejoin 322 Wing with H.Q. at CATATIA

f
(417 Son g
(POLISH Tlight <

noTE: 244 Wing Units. [REETIING

e e — i Dbt
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SEXERAL NOTES
(1) Headgquarbers: Ay Tegk Force (g, Desert Ay nove
TALTA o vroxintely June (p -25)» together
e L0 sTCILY.

Torce) will

yo ewalb ROV

fron FRIFOLL %0}
yo viciniby of PACHITO

. with Headguarters

iy Task Torce, MOVES

(13) EealoP¥ Lers

shout D *
;gro‘bably pefore

Fesdnuarters moves £ron PASEILO TO GTLA

psp Rask Torce.
1 AiT gupnort Co-rand will be 1ocated in the
Hestern naglk TOrCE. until 1% c¢=n he ests.‘nlished

{131) 211 Growm
Men quarters

(1v) savy-need B
THesdoverters ship,

ashores
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Arnendix IV
BUILD-TP 07 ST 08 UITIIT SI6ILY ETTWERT
. TRE AZSALE A7 o PhAUTT, 103,
FROARTSITYN
[t 1y DAT AITTITID TOTAL OF RETRTS
TOSLTINN IUTTROTTS
{114, 145, 98 wodns.) 15 Fuly  AASTID 5
I8 Tng.
(42, 93, ?72 Inins,) 17 Hdy  GOIEQ
{111, 72 Snane. ) 16 Jy  OrIC0 a
21 () Groms (U 5.) y
(e07, 308, 0% Sgdns,) 16 July  PORTT OLIVO 11
113 (Beozs) 1.0, < Xy LICLD: 12
242 Wina,
(671 Sain.) 14 July  BAOTITD 13
(53, BY, 2 Safms.) 16 July LItmA 16
{417 Sadn.) 16 Ml PATTIID 17
(40 Sqdn. 14209 F1izht) 18 July  RACHLO 18k
244 Wnz (ond Soins.) 17 Sy ONSIIRILD . Yows of Winz and
40 51dn. 1432 Tlight. 18 July  GAS3SIBILT - andng. to nevly
eavstractel air-
+£icld £0 ooke
voon for Jurther
T ld-vn of Sonade
ron=.
et 6Tovn {nd Sqins,) 18 Joly  AGRICTTIO -
. 27¢h (F) Gromn.
{18, 17, 91 S1ns.) 18 Faly  LICATA 2%
29 Jauwadron. 10 July  LICWTA sl

il
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FR0GRESSIVE
Iz DATE AIFFIFID TOTAL OF RTIARKS
LO3ATION SOUAD2ONS
oea Yine.
, (3, 112, 260, 230, <590 ndns)lo July  PACHING 271
57 {F) Grovn (U¥.5.), .
(64, 65, 66 Sadns.) 19 July PACEINO S. 20
27th Group
(18, 17, 91 Sodus.) 21 July GIIA T -
239 Uins (end Snipe.) 24 Julze  JOMICHT. -
86 Gro o (Lo Sqine, )
(2ee, 510, 212 Sqdns.) 20 July GELA W iy
T2 Wing, )
(222,182,242,6),154 Sqdrs.) 25 My LETRINT X 3%
244 Ving (2l Scirs.) 75 July  LIITINI V. -
£00 EJF Sadn. 25 July CASSIBILE. 30
et Gr . 28 Julv ::-D”IMI W. -
40 S¢én., 1409 Flight 31 July S, TRATCESCO -
13 Grov. R
(&5, £5, 37 Sadns) 71 July  TALAGOVIA !
g2s Wipo 21 July PACEILO § -
;18 ‘52 Ctoiir. i 1
(e1, €z, 30, 474 Sadns.) 4 Me. FTOMIEF CLIVO 46%
220 (B) Groun.
(4E€, 487, 498, 489 fqin:) 4 Aug. CCUISC 507
oE6 L 1
(1 11«1 RIS & 4sue. OFLA 52,
£7 (B) Creup. . i
. (22, £L, 86, 07 Sndre.) 3 iwe.  JALAVETIRAND.  S6%
s,
.._......._....L—
(5h, 2238 Sgdos.) ¢ Aug. SIGOTVILIA sel
213 SR
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Adriatic, 56

Agirﬂ.’ 139’ 142

Agnone, 174

fxgrigento, ?l’ 115"14, 119’
122-235, 127

2ir Adnministretive Plan, 32

Adr Comender in Chief, 35,
97, 180, 3Jee zlso Teddere

Alr Plan. See "Oubline fir
Plan,™

Ay Plenning I'emorendum Fee 2,
16

«ﬂil‘ T&sk FOI’GB, 19] 22""23‘
30-31, 33

Albecore, 68

Albemarle, 80, 93

Alecomea, 126, 128

Alexprnder, Gone. Sir He, 2,
6-?’ 9

Algeris, 99
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376th Bonbe GPes 43=44, 49, 72,
112

389th Dombae Gpe, 112-13

Tabonelli steel worxs, 136, 167

Tectical Air Forcoe. See Horth-
wegt African Tactical Alr Forcee

"Tactical Approciation," 3-4,
838, 78

Tectiosl Bomber Forece, 15-16, 64,
110, 150, 152-53

Taormine, 72=73, 131, 154-55

Targuine, 170

Tedder, Air Chisf llarshal, 7, 14,
16, 91. See nlso Air Commender
in Chief.

Termini, 113, 115

Termini Imerese, 123, 127

Tiberis, 124

Tiber River, 134

Timberleke, Brige Gole Po ey
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Tortorells, 170

Trapeni, 47, 56, 71, 120, 128

Trapeni/iilo, 28, 45, 66, 112-1%,
1li9g

Trappeto, 6

Trident Confersrce, 1l

Tripoli, 33, 56, 61

Iroins, 125, 129~50, l42-43,
145-48, 183

Troop Cerrier Command. £ge Horth-
wost Africen Alr Forces Uroop
Carrier Coumend.

Tr‘uscot'b, I'Iﬁjo Gene. Le Ko, 13

LH S U

Tunis, 61

Tuwmisie, 1, 3, 6, 9, 21, 24,
26, 28’ 33-34" 38’ 41' 55-56,
61, 64, 76, 99, 110, 143,
177, 185

Tyrrhenisn sez, 47, 130

)

United Kinpdom, 20, 34, 58, 63,
198 (n 4)
Ustice Isle, 125

v

Vellelunga, 119, 126

Vatican City, 133=34

Venafiorite, 47

Vibo Valenbtie, 112-13, 118,
140

Villecidro, 67

Ville Sen Giovenni, 155. See
2lso Sen Giovanni.

Tillasor, 171

Titerbo, 139, 162+63, 169«70,
175

Vizgini, 115

W

Weco glider, 82

welrus (pleme), 58

T DeP’b-, g

Varhswl, 48, 130, 155, 157-53.
See also P=40.

“ellington, 15, 46, 48, 50-52,
58, 62=-63, 67, 89, 71, 75,
100, 116-18, 121, 131, 138,
140, 157-58’ 160’ 163"65'
169=T0

Western Desert, 14

western Desert Alir Force, 17

western HNevel Task FForce, 106

western Tesk Force, 8, 11-12,
17-18, 92, 99, 101, 103

Wizglesworth, Adr Vice lershel,

14

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

DETBERF B
SERS I |

nek v WFE F kRN B

MEMCRANDUM FOR TIHE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES:
(Attention AAF Historical Office)

Subject: Critigue of Army Alr Forees Historleal

. ' Studies: No. 37, Participetion of the
Ninth end Twelfth Air Forces in the

Siecilian Campaipgn

B SPEHAFE HBEVS

dassssssdidelivan sie bad &+

- saw .

ERTP IRt FAGRFLISERT AR

M A YT YRS SR ST P NN PSR R N R I L AR S 22 S R 1 N 2 4 X )

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

T D,
) 246

ghrar - %
’"!

williams, Brig. Gen. P. L., 18,
73=73

wishort (HelfeSe)s 92

warzburs, 72

Y

Yellow line, 13, 107, 115

REHS AR

I P .
,.ﬂ-.--fr‘,"?’;ai: i)

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

.

2% N
AP PR

MERRANDUM FOR THE COMIAWDING GENEHAL, ARMY ATR FOHCES:
(Attention AAF Historlcal Office)

. Subjeet: Critique of Army Alr Forces Historlcal
Studisa: Noe« 37, Partiocipation of the
Ninth snd Twelfth Air Foroes in the

Sicillan Cempalgn

e

¥ dmv»a

LR
-

[E TSRS FERY L LY

Wt YEEPE~ AgRE SRR ES dad Fék « FIw

LR L KNS N E]

TITEIEIRZL LENY T NN R AR BN PO E.T LIS 1K NI

"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

: S SLRHAFEN L
i‘ L i
CRATEy ——OON D

* VENCRANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES:
(sttention AAF Historical Office)
: Subjeat: Critigque of Army #ir Forees Historloal
. ’ Studies: Fo. 37, Participation of the
. Ninth snd Twelfth Air Forses in the
: Sigilian Cenpaipgn

S fL4 PUERYr chyrE XTIEN G de

a

L]

d

r

L]

o

.

M

L]

L4

€

-

M

[

.

-

k]

:

:

.

2

-

: e e -

: i LA S S TR

D1 W K 33 PR D 4 |

: S
LR 5

; B —f ol ke

:

t

L3

L

4

. — e i e e aa e el

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

»
-
-
.
L4
-
a

ey | CTITTNTIL
*

srdawy

“sa

EMCRANDUY TCR THT COMIOMING GENYRAL, 'RNY AIR FORCES:
(sttentlion ANF Historical Offloe)

- FEA

Cubject: Critique of Ayrmy *ir Forses Historical
Studfes: lo. 37, Partiocivation of the
Hinth and ITwolfth Alr Forses in the
zisilisn Csmpalgn

-

Sra 4 eddubdBCLARUE wr b

X

SRS ENEN LA PR LRI n SIS LLUTRABNEEN.NIE AN

srsBsasseer

e

sseveeran

[T TR T WY

sure

“‘(7-;-......._‘-- "_.:’ ?"i Pl

I Py
» L

"THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958

|
n




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

F e S e
R A
P

PRpewEy

THIS PAGE Declassiied IAW EO12958




