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FOREWORD v

It 1s the desire of the President, the Secretary of War, and
the Commanding General, Army Air Forces, that a solid record of
the experiences of the AAF be compiled. This is one of a series
of studies prepared as a ‘‘first narrative’’ in the projected over-
all history of the Army Air Forces.

The decision to make the information contained herein available
for staff and operational use without delay has prevented recourse to
some primary sources, Readers familiar with this subject matter are

invited to contribute additional facts, interpretations, and constructive
suggestions,

This study will be handled in strict comphance with AR 380-5.

y 7

Brigadier General, U, 5, Army
Assistant Chief of Air Staff,
Intelligence

Readers are requested to forward comments
and criticisms, and to this end perforated
sheets, properly addressed, are appended at
the back of this study.

4-5426, AF
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INTRODUGTION

. During the first esight months of American participatiss in the

seoend Werld Var, when Japamese victeriss quiekly fellswed ems after

another and Americsn airmem fought valiantly against a fee superior in

ousbers, certain units of the United States Army Air Foroes found

themselves in Australis with the task of stemuing the onrushing enemy

tide in the Southwest Pasific. A few mesbers of she Far Bast Air Porce

mansged to survive the Philippine and Netherlands East Indies fighting

and eventually mede their way to Australis. Other Ammy air units, on

their way %0 the Phllippines when the war started, were diverted to

the oontineat “"down under."

: Shorily after the cutbresk of the war a alow trickls of B-17's
started toward Australis frem the United States via the 3outh Atlantic

: ferry reuts, while early in 19A2 heavy bombers bagan pioneer flights
ssress the newliy-opened South Pagific ferry route. Bombardiers who had
Rever ssrved in a waotieal wnit, navigators who were atill avistion
endsts, and so-pilets who had never before been in a four-emgine bomber
were suddenly shifted from relstively ideal training eonditions into
the harsh realities of serisl combat. In the face of & relectless enemy,
indefatigable bomber esrews flew oight-heur missisns, returned to base,
refusled mnd servised thelr om planes, and then teok off on another
aission, Newly-arrived ground crews in Australis worked feverishly

N ts assemble A-2i's which wers needsd in the Philippines—-enly to discever

that certain essentisl parts had bsen left sitiing en the doeks at San
. Yransiseo.
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In the esrliest operatioms in the Scuthwest Pacifie ares men and
mashines were pushed to the point of complete exhsustion. Anxiocus
srews pettsd and cajoled weary B-17's into flying just ene more missiesn,
while supply officers rushed from ons Australian port to another in
search of squipment belonging to their nnits. Suck routine pestet.ime
items 83 worning reports and pay wuthers were forgotten in the mash
of those hectic days, Battsred remnants of squadrons arriving in
Australis frem the Netherlsnds Rast Indies and freah units from the
United Stnto: learaed psinful but valusble lessons in opsrating an air
foreos in a strange land, nesrly 7,000 miles from the center of produs-
tisn and supply.

Geegraphical distanges posed s fundsaental prohlem in the estab-
lishment of air strength in the Australian Thestre. Vast stretshes of
ocean, sparsely dotted with tiny lalsnds—some of them barely within
bouber reage of sach other--uncharted sirways, undevelopsd bases, and
leng, temsous supply lines all preseated difficulties which ware not
unsurmpuntable, a8 subsequeat ovents were to prove, but whish neverthe-
less limited the effectivenses of the Army Air Yorces during the early
mnthe of the war in the Pasifie.

In sadition te the obvious shipping problems involved in moving
the hundreds of irseps necsssary to maintain ground services, snd all
the bembs, samunition, fuel, repair machinery, and spare parts necessary
for tha operatisn of alrcraft, thers ware svan greater prebleas involved
in moving planes to the Southwest Pacifis. While msdium bombers snd

fighters could be dissantled and the only practicable

i S ““‘}d a -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
#

3

| way of delivering heavy Wabars was to fly them %o thelr destimation.

In this respest, the lstery af the United States alr units is
Australis doss not begin with their arrival shertly aftey ths enthresk

o of war, bud it begins rather with the afferts io establish alr rouies

T to Australia—vis bosh the Pacific sad the Jouth Atlaatds.

The necessity fer defending the Philippines resulted in the orepe-
ration of sn serial yeuts frem the United States sarly in 1941, althowgh
16 wee net until 28 Augist 19AL thet fhe firsh refatercements of B-1T's
bagan to wing thelir way scross the Pegifis via Hawmil, Midwy, snd
¥ake, than dowa te Rabeul, Part Norssby or Darwin, mid merth to the
Philizpines.) A mere mertherly reute, via Gusa instesd of Rabeul and
Pors Meresby, had Besn tested by several flighte of B-17'a, but its
value was limibed by the fact that Owam lay dangersunly «lome 40 the
. Jspanese~candated Narianss and Garoline Islsuds.?

Likewise, the prexinity of Jepsnese gavrisons ia the Murshall
Inlends endangered Wake, in case hostilitiss should degin. Recegnising
this lack of seeuriiy, the Alr Corps early in 194l began to press ita
case for the dsvelspment of & South Pasifis ferry rowte, although the
¥ar Departmsat in the latter part of 1940 had stated ite pelicy of
sppesitisn %o the At;dnpunt pf airfields other than om ildway and
¥ake--a policy which was based wpon ths assumption that thers would be

»

L3

00 nesessity for sending lsnd-based bombers across \he Pasific.? The

Chief af the Alr Cerps, however, did not consider push an assumption

. to be logical; he viswalized the day when tha preseace of long-range
 bosbere in the Par Tast would be of yital importanse to the United

o
o
r
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States—as important to this nation ss the urgent British demands fer

such airaraft were o that mtinn.k

The Air Corps initislly prescamended to tha Civil Aeronautlics

facilities be developad on Canton, Jarvis,

Asthority that laadplune
partial esteblishaent of

and Jehnston Isiands, with a view toward the
snge landplane reute to hustralis. This sct
on Samoa, the Fijl Tslands, and possibly om

a leng-r jon, in conjunstism

with similar developmemts

Ser Caledonla, was viewed by the Adr Corps 28 & step which should preve
equally valuable in mesting anticipated eommercial requirements. Urg-
ing a recensiderstion of War Decartment poliay on this matter, the
on 9 Pebruary 1941 stated that "unless

Assistant Chief of the Air Corps
wellaved that full advantage

sush fasilities are provided, it is . . .
can /Foy/ be takem of the petentialities and capsbilitiss of long rangs

1and-based avistisn and that its value to the United States in the
schems of nationsl defense would be commensursbly ouruiled.'s In

1ittle more than » year Maj. Gen. George K. Brett,
of the Alr Corps, faced & situation in

strongly than esuld sny

who expressed this

opinien as Aasistant Chief
Australis which supported his point far more

wrds.
Ia spite of the pless of the Alr Corps,

firm in its originsl decision not to develop airfields other than

on Wake and Midwy Islands,
1941 that "neither the War nor the

operatiens that weuld require the mvemest of leng
por can the need for such & plan new be

Nayvy Department has sny plan for

mext aviatisn te the Orient,

the War Depariment remained
those

with the explanstion offered on 21 February

range Arny bomkerd=
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teruuu.'6 The desisisn was in kesping with & poliey of meintaining

T the strategic defensive iun the Pacifie, and any sotion whish might
have appeared aggressive or offensive to Japan wss thus diseoureged.
The desisisn was further supported by the argument that such land-
plane fasilities, if provided, "amight possihly fsll iato the hands of

the eemy.* In the cpinisn of the Alr Corps, however, evem if mffi-
sient treeps and facilities could not be provided for preteciing sech
bases in case of attack, the detachments necessary for msintenanss ser-
vices would be sufficient ln number to destroy those beses and thereby
i nullify their wsefulness to any potential w.v

As the year 1341 wore on and svents in the Pasific sppeared te be-
come mere omlnous, the War Department found it sdvissble to reverse its
positisn, snd en 2, Octobar 1941 the Chief of Staff approved & project
calling for develspment ef & South Pasiflc ferry route from Hawall te
the Philippines.® Wnile the State Department was arranging for
Australisn, New Zealsnd, and British sceperation with the United
States in the prejest, the War Department rushed plesns fexr the con-
struokion of air fseilities on Canton and Christass Islands, at Neadl
(in the Yiji Islsnds), st New Csledonis, and st Townsville, Australis,
It was sstimated in October 194) that, with the ceeperatisn of the
interested governments, a reute for land-based planes of relatively
short range wuld be sempleted by the end of Jwe 1942, the Commsnding
General, Hawailan Department, directing the onut.rnlthn.g By the end
of Nevember the desdline had heen mved Wp hﬁ,yl,,’; January, and the early

esnpletion of the project was viewed as 3 mattér’ of exirems urgwmoy-—
Wl

s matter which "must be thought of im terms of weeks and
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It the Japanese Inew of the projest, as they undeubtedly did,
they were mt s sseommodating aw te walt far its eapletion Yefore
striking st Pesrl Hayber. Afear the begimaing of hostilities the
Chief of the Ar 5taff dirested thed all mtters pertaining te the
Sowih Paoifis ferry rowte he held in sheyanve, altheugh the prosure-
ment of squipment was to be eentinwed, pending finsl desisisn en ssn~
tiswstisn of the projest. By 15 Dedembdar, howerer, satisn wms ordered

resumed in ssssrdsnse with the erigisal pllll.n

While beth Army sad Navy construotion srews redsubled Vheiv efferts
ou various ialand installatiens in the Mul and Seuth Pasifia, the
Japanese were meihedisslly esntinuing their eonguest of seutheastern
Asis snd the Philippines. With the enemy oceupstien of Waks Ialand ea
23 Decesber the existing aly route o the Philippines was Wrekem; and
since the South Pasific rouks was still wesmpleted, the heps of heavy
bosber reinforeemsnts for the Philippines and Awstralias lay in s reute
frem Misai, vis Brasil, Africs, Indis, Sumstra, sad Java, W Austrelis.
Wnile many of the sirfislds ware insdequate and initial steeks of fuel
were v, sircwmstsinces forsed the wse of this route, the facilities of
whish woon desame songested with "fowr-nctored bembers piled wp frem
Bangalore 4o Trinided."t° Shretahing tw thirds of the dletance
srownd the wrld, this rouve proved sestly in the fexrying of heavy
besbars ta Australia, for by 22 Janwary 1942 a loss of 25 per oent of
the bembers Nad been suffered, hrm}»emormmuw

et R
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In ths meantims, the Seuth Pasifie route had bhesn eempleted—

thet is, the bare esssntiale for heavy bomber landings and take-oifs
bad besn provided-—but extensive use of the reuts was held up besauss
of the streag head-winds betwean the United States snd Hawsil which
prevail wntil about the middle of Maren,l*

In the fase of an ingreasing enemy threat te the Netherlands East
Indies sestion of the route from Africa, attention was dirested to the
posaibility of a reute by way of British-held islands in the Indisn
Csesn te the west soast of Awstralia. Rarly in Pebruary 1942 the
Seerstary of War dirested the censtrwctisn of an air reute frem the
sast seast of Afrisa to Pert Hedland, Austiralia, vis Ceetivy Inland,
Diegs Gareis Islsnd, and She Cess Islends in the Indisn Oeesn.’’ The
plans imaluded the devalopment of Point Noire, Frensh Equaterial
Africa, as the airport of entry intes Afries, with the following steps
constituting the mest feasidle route from thers: Lesspeldville and
Bukams in the Belgian Congs, Mbeya in Tanganyiks,!babass in Kenys,
and the British-held islends in the Indian Ogean. The roubs frem
Nomhass to Pert Hedlsnd had been flswm hy 2 seaplane and was censidersd
feasible for use by heavy bembers, altheugh no landing had beea made
at Costivy,

¥ith preliminary plans eompleted, a party consisting of Col.
Herman H. Podl, Maj. Mareld B. Willis, and 3gt. Jehn 8. MeCall, left
the United States for Ceire on 10 February ts begin a survey of the

Indiam O¢ean sestiom of the proposed routo.n Before the initial swrvey

sould be eompleted, however, the Jspaness in of P
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everran the entire Rw cutting into the

forner ferry route through Sumatr: and Java and putting themselves in
a position to threaten the security of any route through the indlan
Dcean. By 3 March the situation was sueh that Cenersl Brett, in
recosmending the return of the survey party to safer territory, cculd
state that sny idea of a route to Australia via the Cooos lslands was
out of the question since the islands were less than 200 miles from
the newly-wen Japanese positions in Jawva and Smtm.:ﬂ

Nith the cutting ef thelr life-lires from the west, air units in
Australia were thus forced to deperd entirely upon the nes and not-too-
depmndable South Pasiflic ferry route. ihile the NHawaii-Canton-duva~-
Tontouta-Townsville route was reperted on 22 Desember to be open, it
was far from complete; and avallability was doubtful in regard to ser-
tain essential items, such as lubricating oil and hydraulic brake
fluid, at all ut.op-.m Janding fields were provided alsc at Palayrs
and Christmas Islands.

Pven thaugh complets facilitiea had not been provided st all steps
and information was lacking fer soms items, on & Jamary 1942 three
B-17's, piloied by Maj. Kenneth B. Hobson, lst Ii. Jack N. Hughes, and
1lst Lt. Clarencs E. McPherson, left Mickam Fleld, Mawall, and, "hopping
southwestward viz a string of Pacifio islands and atells most of which
had never befors sesn a land plane,” made the inaugurel flight sver the
new route.l” After the completion ef this flight, other heavy bombsrs
made their way from the United Stetes te Australia, although flights
were limited during the kona scason sad fasilities en rouke contimued
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te e partially sdeguade Mn;tht!.ntruma op«sthn-m
Before housiag was aveilable, the erews slet on erts smder the planee;
and in nnunmthplmshnuhﬂmﬂum-””-ﬂm ,
dr-l.a ’ . “

While these prasiically defenseless islands eanstantly fased ilis
thyest of Japanese attask, sew--in direst contrast to the sitmatien .
your before~the pessibility of their falling ints ensmy hands did not
stand im the way of their develspmeni- and nu.u Necosaity was the dHa-
tating fastor; lack of seswrity, inadequate facilities, end sll sther
sonsiderstisns were relegated te the backgreund. There was no tine 4s
bemsan the fast that thie reyke had net been charted and that esnstrustien
bad not been started sarlier, With s repldly sdvanciag sueuy thresten~
ing to everrun the Seuthwest Pacific and eywituslly the sutire Pasgifis,
the United States snd her alllec had to prepare for a staad in Australis.
The South Pasifie ferry reute, sven thewgh tetwwe and wneertais at firss,
was 30 devalop as the lifeline for the air forces in Australla, brﬁ.th-
sud At thmnﬂdhmbmmhuwml-wa, mo resh
delivery of desperately hesded supplies, and no speedy mmm
of wrgently needed yomnnol. Tideed, wishout it there sould hawve hewm .
ne effésiive sir forse in Australis, fer mest of Lhe wway's sutpssts. ‘
ovuld ot have besn reached by any sifsraft other thas leag-weuge,
hesry bembers, *
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THE AIR FORCES IN AUSTRALIA DURING THE JAVA CANPAIGE

During the first Shres months of war in the Paocifis ths Air Corps
units in Awstralis, handicspped by a lask of crganisation, struggled %e
train combat crews, to assemble asireraft, and in general to aid in
reinforeing the Alliss who ware tryimg to halt the Japanese advanos
through the Philippines and the Netherlands Rast Indies. This wps a
period when changes of command had to be made before officers wers
able to acquire a full understanding of their missions, when Allied
plans had to be revised almost befors they counld be put into eperation,
and when Adr Corps units had to be shifhed to new lecstions befere they
wers ssttled in thelir formsr ones, all becsuse of the rapid advanoe of
the snemy.

The first indisation of this pattern of action came on 7 Desember
1941, when the Japansse attadk on Pearl Harbor saught sertain B-17's
on their way to the Fhilippines, fereing them to reasin in Hawaii, end
sanght s oconwy of spproximstely 4,600 troops en route to the Philippines,
foroing en them s diversiom to Australia. In Nowvember the gathering
war clouds in the Pagific had resulted in the speeding up of War De-
partaent plans for reinforeing the U. 3. garrisons im the Far Zast.’
The 19th Bonbardment Group (H) with 35 B-17's,2 waich constitwted the
heavy bomber strengih of the Far Sast Air Force® at the end of
Noveasber, was scheduled to be reinforoed by the 7th Bombardaemt

Group (H) early in Desember.
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8ix arews of the 38th Reconnaissance 3quadron of she 78k Grewp
wers ameng the bewildered yewigz Alr Corps man who {lew inte Fearl
Harbor shertly after eight o'clock en Sunday zomaing, 7 Decmmber,
expsoting to make an unevensful lsnding at Hiskam ¥ield. Iastead,
they were grested by the sight of flames leaping high into the air,
of burning warships emitting billows of black sasike, of boube burst-
ing on all sides, and ¢f emexy aireraft firing at buildimgs snd per-
somel. Flying unarmed, Lts. Frank P, Rostrom, Harold N. Cheffin,
Harpy N, Branden, Robert E. Thacker, and David G. Rawls, led by their
squadron commander, Masj. Richard H, Carmichael, eluded the fire from
snexy sircraft and suceessfully landed their new Flying Periresses.
Lisutenant Bostirem was chased by three ensmy planes almost all the
way sreund the island, but he outflew them and mrought his plane dowm
on & goif courss with only s few ainutes’ mpply of gaseline remaising.
Lisutenants Drandon, Theoker, amd Rawls landed their planes en Hickam
Fileld, and ths erews were strufed as they sowght shelter in ditches.
Najor Carmicheel snd Lieutenant Chaffin, with enly s few bullet holes
in their B-17's, menaged to land en a tiny suxiliery ﬁ.old.“ These
orews, along with several sthers® scheduled for the Philippine Isiands,
wers t0 reasin in Hewail fer two mouths, flying nuwsercus aissions
before moving en ta Australis.

On 2. November 194L, sixteen days before the departure of the fly-
ing echelen of the 88%h LReoonnsissance Squadron, the ground ocrews of
the 11th, 224, snd 88%h Squadrons of the 7th Bombardasut Orevp had em-
barked from Ssn Frascisoo om the transport, Repyhlis. After stepping

at Hawail en 29 Nevember, the ship jeined »
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of the USNT Chawgent, the WBAT Meigs, the USAT Belbrook, the DN Yaeht
Niagara, and thres frefghters: the Aduiral Helstesd, U. 3.; the Qoagt
Yarmer, U. S.; end the Sloenfenidiag, Fetherlaads, with the Paganigla as

naval m.‘

These ships were falrly bulging with materisl asd troeps whieh, had
they besn able e resch their destinstiep, might have msde the defense
of the Philippimes an entirely differemt story. In sdditien to the
2,600 Air Corps treeps (inelading 48 pillets) sad 2,000 other irespe
{insluding two reglmente of fisld artilisry), the vessels carried the
waual &reep squipment and spproximstely U0 meler webicles, fertp-eight
T5-mm. guns, sver thros and one-balf aillion rownds of sumnitisn, ever
600 tons of wembs, 6,000 drwes of avistisa oil, 3,000 drwas of aviatien
gaseline, s nusber of P-40's, sad 52 A-34's (knoeiced down), whish their
srows—mubers of the 78k Bosbardwmt Growp (L) alresdy in 4w
" Pailippines—were shertly be be nesding.’

Pursuing o souwthwastward courss, lastesd of the rormel course
threugh the Jepanese-mandated islands, the ssuawy crossed the eqmtor
on 6 Deezber sad an the fellewing day recaived aeve of the euthresk
of hostilities. Orders werp issned for the wessels @ proceed 4e Suwvs,
in the Fiji Islsnds, and the eight mashine gums which were found sm
the Repuhlic were hurriedly set wp on imprevised meunts whils five ether
ships in the greup had 1o sail entirely without srmssems. On 12
December the treeps were designsted a3 a task feree under the sssmend
of Brig. Gen. Julian F. Barnes, seaxier efficer of the sernvey md treap

mumm‘ On the fellswing the senwey was erdered
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to progesd to Australia instesd of te the Philippines. Genwral Barmaes,
with a new desigration &s Cenmander of the U. 8. Army Perces in Austiralla,
was assigned the alssion of offecting the supply of Genersl Machrthur's
troeps {n the Philippines.’

After stepping evernight at Suva on 15 Decamber, when & few more
gons were found and placed on the Repyblle and the Holbresk, the soavoy
by-passed New Caledonis and made its way te Hrisbene, fustralis, where
Col. Van S, Merle-Smith, U, 8. Military Attache im Australias, had
sade tentative arrsngesents for tho erestlon of siroraft aad for the
dispesition of the ships.lC

Ey 23 Deseuber, whan the conwy doaked st Brisbane, Ma). Ge.

Gearge H. Brett (en route to Australis after s conference in Chuagking)
had seen designated as comander of all U. 3. military troepe and
facilities in Australis, sad Brig. Gen. Henry B. Claggett had arrived
from the Philippines 1o assist in the cemmand. In the sbsence of
Geasral. Brett, General Claggett named Genaral Barnes as Chief of Staff.

With tenting and messing facilities provided by the Austrelian
Aray, the troeps of the ccnvoy debarisd and were gquartersd at the Assot
snd Doocaben rase tracks. The task of wnloading the orgsuic equipment
for thase troops preved to he cumbersome, inasmuch as the vessels had
besn leaded on a psace-tima buh.n

Meanwhile, as the troops in Australia sought to sdjust themselves
in their hastily-improvised quarters and sone of them took time out for
s Christuas feast of oold bologna sandwiches and sweet milk, the
position ef the men defending the Phillppines was rapidly growing more
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pl‘.ﬁl.l'iﬂll.u The imitisl ensmy attask on Clark Fiadld sa 8 December
had destroyed spproximstely half of the heavy bamber foree {a the
A Philippines. Within tme weeks the remsiniag bemders had to be wved
N %o Australis aad the Netherlands Bast Indies, sinee thelr speratisn
frem wases in she Philippines wan no lenger puiblo.n When the mem-
bers of the Z/th Bombardsend Greup (i) heard that their A-24's had
arrived in Australis, Maj. Johm H. Devies, eommandiag offiser, leaded
20 of his pilots imto two B-i%'g and & 0~-39 md left Clark Field wefors
dawn on 19 Decsmber for what was te have besmn & 10-day 4rip te Awsirslia
to ferry their planes beok %o the Philippines.}® The repid Japanese
advance on Lusen, kowever, fersimg Ganeral MscArthur's withiranl o
Batean end Corregidor, snd the Japamese infiltratien eof the Netherlands
East Indies swon eliminated the pessibility of ferrying pursuit and
dive boaber planss %0 the herd-pressed American and Filipine troeps.
Realising the impossibility ef earrying cut extensive btomhing

operstions frem the Philippines, General Masirthur ordered the msvemsnt
of the Far Bast Alr Foros hesdquarters to the south. Leaviag the
Philippines on Christaas Eve in tws PRIY airplanss, Maj. Gen, Lewis
H. Brereton, csmmander of the air feree, seecmpanied by Maj. Sammel 8.
Lasb (#ignal offiocer), Gepts. Willisa G. Hipps and Louls K. Hebhs ef the
27ih Bosbarduent Oreup, Cols. Prancis N, Brady snd Charles H. Caldwell,
and Ly, Col. dugene L, Kubank, ewamander of the “Combat Cemmasd,” flew

" to Darwin, Australia, where teaporary headquarters were ses up on the

day of thelr arrival, 2) Desesber. Haviag been dirested by Genaral

) . Maskrthur to orgsnise sdvanes bases of operation for pretestiang lines
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of eompmunisstion and for securing basss in ilindanao, General Brerston
imsediately dispatahed nine of the 1 evacuated B-17's to Malang, Javs,
which was to be thair base for operations sgainst the Japaness in
Borneo.l? One wesk earlier, hiowevar, nine of these B-17's, saming in
from Darwin, had bembed 12 transpert ships at Daveo, hut agcerding to
General Machrshur the results were “indeterminate and possibly nuusi.bh.}‘

General Bratt, upon his srrival in Australia en 1 Jamsary 1942,7
took Lsmadiste steps to organise the air ferces and te build wp his
staff, After designating General Barnes as his Ghlef of 3taff sad plas-
sng Gemeral Claggett in sommand of the port at Townaville, General Brettd
mads s hurried survey of the facilities and ferces st his disposal.’®
¥ish four purswit greups, eone light, twe medium, and two hexvy bembard-
asat goups scheduled fur his eommand, he planned %o use the Darwin ares
as & Juwping-off point fer Sactisal ailr units snd as a sesondary base
for first and second sshelea maintensnce; the Townsville ares as s
major repsir, maintenscs, and supply base; and the Brisbane ares as &
larger maintensnes and srection bage and trans-shipment point fer Towme-
ville and Darwin. The ressption and distribution center for troops
arriving from the United States and headquarters for the U, §. Army
Serves in Australia were %0 be leocated st Melbourne, & senter of
Australisn military and political oant-nl.lg

Before ha had time to make mors than preliminary arrangemsnts,
bewever, General Brett was nade Deputy Suprems Commander ¢f the newly-
formed Amerinan, Dritish, Duteh, Australicn Coxmand (ABDA Cesmand),
under the British General 3ir Archibald P, Ysvell., In this capacity
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General Brett repressnted the U, S. Army interests at ABDA headquarters
in Bandoeng, Java, but had no direst responsibilities for the control
and oparation of the American forces. On 12 January 1942 all U, 3. Army
rorces in Australis and other areas of the Southwest Pacifio (exeluding
the Philippines, which were still under Gemeral MacArithur) were placed
under the command of General Brereton, who was also ssting as Deputy
Chief of the Air SSaff in the ABDA Command.?’

Throughout the month of Jenmary the comuand situation was in &
state of fluctuatien, Four deys after his appointment General Brereton
reported to Ceneral Marahsll his dissatisfaction with his existing
status, although he was precesding to Melbourne to assume the duties
a8 directed. Tenmperary command of the Par East Air PForee was assumed
by Col. Francis M. Brady, who was to act aleo as a3 meaber of the ASBDA

Mir State. @

%ith the eventual olarificetion of General Brereton's
mission, Genersl Barnes was nlaced in command of all United States Army
Forces in Australis, slthough on 29 January he was still somewhat in
doubt as t0 his relationship with the ABDA Command and with Genaral
Brett.%*

¥hile sonmand and organisastional problems were belng settled, the
Japanese drive through the Malay States, the Netherlands Zast Indies,
snd the Philippines was ooptinuing unsbated. With the landings on
north Celebss and mortheast Hornec on 7 Janusry, with the entrance of
Japanese forces into Kuala Lumpur {capital of the Federated Malay
States) on 11 Jenuary, and with the landings on south Bornec and southeast

Celebes on 24 January, the tightening Japanes

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

17

m-mmmmwmtmiwtormme
namta. | -

Threagheus the sonths of Janwary and Febrwary the Alr Cerps waits in
Australia worked feverishly ta erest planes sad %o train men for esmbst
operssions in she Netheorlspds Esst Indigs. After ihe disssatled P-i0's
and A-2's bhad besn unlesded st Brishane in the latter part of Desember,
she greund eshelon of the 7th Bembardment Growp, thompﬂl‘tlo!ﬂu
27th Jewbardaemt Greup (under Maj. Jehn H. Davies) who had arrived from
the Philippines, and the 3th Nateriel Squadren, with the help of &
fow Australisns, sssembled the planes at Amberley and Areherfisld Adr-
dromes, nesr Brisbane. Working 2 heurw a day in thres shifts, the s
assembled enough plsnes & begin training sperstions by the first of
Jauary, although the lack of ssrtain essenblal parts at first resdered
the planes prastisally ussless for sewbet opwations.?’ Thare wae mo
Prestene for the 18 P«i0's; Dwt by Lk Jenuary, wish 17 P-i0's resdy fer
sombatk, she 17th Pursuit dqeadren (Previsional) was fersed frem per—
semnal then available st Asberley Field (i pilets who bad juwst arrived
from Hemilton Field, Calif,, and 13 pllets whe had flewn to Awstralis
from ke Piilippines), snd the squadren was scen eageging she enewy
in Jave and Gumatrs.

Mpormdﬂadmmﬁs of sarfain purenit greups,
which asrived ab Brisbane en 12 Janwery, made pesvikle the formatism
of other provisicnsl squsdrene. After sailing frem San Fransises on
18 Dessmber, 53 officers smi 110 enlisted men (55 srew ehisfe sad 55
srmorers) of the liksh, 20th, 358h, end 5let Pursuit Grewps, Winging |

e
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55 P-40R's on the President Fplk, spmnt the latter part of Jamary
getting their planes ready for eperatien and erganising the 3d, th,
and 33d Pursuit Squadrons (Provisional). A pertion of thess units
eventually participated in the Java sperations, but many of the eombat
teass had to De halted sn route %0 the Natherlands Fast Indies snd were
later sseigned to the 8th, 35th, and 49th Pursult Groups in Austrelis.?’
In the meantime, after the 52 A«24's were sssambled, it wes dis-
ocovered that certain pleces of armament were anissing. A thorough sesarsh
of the cargo unloaded at Brisbane dimelosed no trace of the triggers,
soleoids, and gun mounts. This exasperaiing situstien caused at least
one harassed lieutenant to rush around “frantically all day in his Jeep
trying to collect spare parts, and wildly beat his head when none were
available.® The bitternass and disappointment ef thoss pilats of the
Z1th Bosbardaent Oroup 1s reflscted in their commander's statement that
the persous in Americs respensible for shipping the planes without she
asvessary parts were "subjest to trial for oriminal m;.‘n.!.nu«.."36
Making the best of s diffigult sitwtiion, however, the few pilote
of the 27th Bosbsrdment Greup began a "dive bonber school™ st Ambarley
Field, with s susber of pllets who had come direstly from West Coast
training sshools. They wers given transition training, formatien and
night flying, and practise in bvombing and gumery. By 23 January the
pllots in training had sadvenced to the stage of readiness for organisza-
tion into combet squadrons, The 9lst Bombardment Squadren was organiszed
at Archarfisld with Capt. Edward N. Bafkus in commend, while the 1léth
and 17th Squsdrens were organised at Amberlsy Field with Capts, Floyd W.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Rogers and Nerman F. Lowery, respectively, in md.m

Pirst of the three squadrens to be ready far the move imte the
battle arss, the 91st by 8 Pebruary had flom: via Charleville, Clonourry,
and Daly Waters to Darwin, and on 9 snd 11 Pebruary the planss left in
tvo flighte for Kospsng, Timor. Less fortunate in getting inte combet
wers the crews of the 16th and 17th Squadrons. Part of the 16th was
ready t0 leave Darwin and the 17th wmas st Daly Waters on route to Darwin
when news cams that Koepang had fallen into Japanese hands.28

The newly-organised squadrons of the 27th Bombardment Grovp, how-
ever, were not the only Alr Corps units in Australis which were buasy
during the month of Pebruary. The arrival of fresh troops from the
United States gave new hope to the Allles in their sesmingly hopelsss
straggle merth of Australis. On the first of February feur shipments
of troops, which had left San Prancisoo on 12 January, arrived in
Anstralia bringing Air Corps troops comprising the main strength of
the 45th and 5lst Air Base Oroups, the 35th Pursuit Group (less thees
squadrons), the 494k, and 5lst Purswit Oroups, with their sttached
modical, chaplain, ordnance, and quartermaster services, the ith Alr
Dapot Group, and the 808th Angineers Battalion (Adati.on}.”

From this shipment and from some of the troops already in Australia
ancther convoy was forasd in the latter pars of Pebrusry for the rein-
forcemsut of Java. After disoussing the situation with Genersl Wavall,
however, General Brett deoided that since thers was already in Java a
suffisient number of Alr Corps troops to operate all the alrcrafty vhich

thay bad or wers likely to have, the troops in the new conwoy aheuld be
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relesded at Fremsotle, Australis, and sent to India.’® acesrdingly, em
22 Tebruary, s total of lib offiecars and 2,807 men, cemprising Air Cerps
sombat units ad services, salled frem Fremantle for India, Included
in this shipment ware the 5lst Pursuit Oroup, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Squadren and the 35th Interoeptor Control Squadren of the
35th Pursuit Group, pert of the 7th Bombardment Greup, the Sist Air
Bese Greup, and attached servioss

Three days later s larger shipment of Air Corps treops arrived st
Brisbane, after leaving San Francisoo at the snd of January. The
smsrded orders for this shipasnt provided for the msvement of 327
affiocers and 10,128 enlisted men, or s total of 10,955 Alr Gorps men.
The majority of these units, inoluding the 22d and 38th Bombardment
Groups (M), the 3d Bombardment Group (L), three squadrens sf the 35th
Puarsuit Growp (1), snd the 35%h, 36th, and L6th Air Base Groups, left
3an Francisoo en 31 Jeauary snd srrived at Brisbans en 25 February. The
remaining waits, ocomprising the 8th Pursuit Orowp (I) end the 224 Air
Base Group.bosrded ship and were ready 10 lsave on 31 Janwary, but be-
cause of engins treukls the ship had te be unleaded, md the two greupe
did not leavs the United States until 12 Pebruary on the USAY Mau},
arriving in Australia en 6 March. The mere fact that a sertain number
of Alr Corps troops were in Australis at this time, however, does not in-
disste a state of resdiness for combat. PFor example, the flying echelons
of the tw medium bembardment groups and the 35th Pursuit Growp were not
scheduled for inclusisn in these shipments, ner were any pwrsult er
nediue bomber planes te be shipped at this time. Twenty-eight B.36's
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were schaduled for movemant from Ssn Francisco to Australis 33 soon ss
shipping becams available. The 3d Bombardment Group, howsver, was
sccompanied by 15 A=2i's.>?

¥hile all these units arriving Irem the United States wers lagking
Jn combat experimce and were forsed to wait a nuaber of weeis before
they could get into operations, there wers a few seasoncd fliers who
arrived in aAustralis during February—asn of the 88th Reconnsissanes
énd 22d Bombardaeat Squadrons of the 7th Bombardwent Group, scas of
whon had flowa inte Pearl Harbor in the midst ef the Japaness attask
on 7 Deqember. After fiylng 168 missions out of Haweil in two nonths,
the squadron of 12 B-17's, cemmsnded by Msj. Hichard H, Carmichaal, wms
attached to naval Task Fores ANZAC end left Hawaii om 10 and 11 February,
moving wouth to protest the supply line to Australis.’? Stepping ia
the FiJi Islands for five days, the squadron flew twelve missisns and
then moved on o Townsville, Australis, on 18 and 19 Fabruu'y.y’ Al-
though still attached to the naval Task Farce, these B-17's flew re-
connalssance and bombing missions from Townsville fer over a mouth
without the aid of ground crews. After flying long missions during the
day, the oombat personnel worked at night om maintensance and repalirs,
refueling, and bomb-lesding. In the absence of fighter proteetion and
sdequate antiaircraft installations, the planes had to be dispersed
inte the intarior of Australia, thersby necessitating two flighte—sne
from the interier to the ooast, and one from the ceast to the advansed
base—before take-off could be made on sn astusl mission.3>

Operating under obvious diffieuities, sand with enly six B-17's
in flying ocondition, six orews of this
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Island en the morning of 23 February, snd proceeded to carry cut the

first Amsrican boabardment of Rebaul, Wew Britain, While the full
axtent of the damage to the Japanese garrison could not be deterained
because ¢f unfavorables weather, a 10,000-ton ssrgo ship was sunk,
shother vessel was damaged, and three or feur Zeros were shet dewmn.
Three of the 3-17's wers badly shot up, three erew meubers were wounded,
but all six orews gained valustle cosbat experiemcs. One of the planes,
after ruaning sut of gas, made & belly-landing 220 miles from Fort
Moresby, and the salaris~thinned srew did not return to tho lﬁuulnn
untdl 1 Apral.

This American "effensive” strike from she sast ocoast of Australis,
though modest in seals, was nevertheless & "shot in the arn” for the
tired and cutnumbered members of the Roysl Australian Air Forde who
were sttempting to oppese tho Japsnese advance through New Guinea and
Now Britain. fTo provide for the defense of lNew Guines, Hew Britain,
and the whole of Australia emcept Darwin (which was considered in the
ABDA area) the HAAY in January had a total of only 43 operstisnal alr-
craft-29 Hudesens, lhk Catalines, and no fighter planes. Ia additien,
it had 80 Wirrsways-—advanced treaining planes——wtiich, of course, were
ineffective in operatisns agalnst the nm.” With heavy losses being
sustained daily in the New Guinea ares, this small foree was rapidly
depleted, bat by the end of Jammary the members of the RAAY had alresdy
distinguished themselves in meking the most of the little at their
disposal.

The heavy Japanese attsck on Rabaul on 20 Jammary had seen five slew

Wirrsways rise to defend the iustralian garri against more than 100
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4 eneay planss. Altheugh the Wirraways were lost after exacting their
tell of five eneny alrcrafs, this actisn set the pattern for Awstralisn
. sir resistamce during the first few menths of 1942.38 Likerise, the

action at Rabaul wes typlcal of the emsmy asssults en practisally defese-
less Austpalian posivions threughout the Bissarek Archipelago. Pollewing
slosely upen the heavy asrfal besbardesnt, the Japanses on 22 and 23
Januery landed stromg invasion ferces st Rabsaul and dreve the Austrelisn
garcisen of 1400 men from their positions. At the saie tins, landings
were mede in the northermn Solemons, snd the bombarduent of aorthern
New Guines centisued. On 24 January ensuy corulsers had shelled wn—
. defended Xaving, New Ireland, while bembs wers being dropped on Loren-
gau (eapital of the Admiralty Islands) and on Madang and Salamawa, New
Guinea. Lae, undefended capital of Nertheast New Gulnes, was subjested
te L5 minutes of heavy bombing and strafing by over 60 enmy sireraft
on 22 January, resulting in the destruction of property worth almost
ene alllion mlhrt.”
Extending the range of their attacks still ferther, the Japanese
on 3 Psbruary beabed Pert Moresby, capital of Papus, oaly 3% miles
from the northern tip of Australia. For the defenss of this strategis
point in New Guines the Australians had only one sntisireraft battary
sad a dwindling hamndful of Hudsen snd Catalina planes. With this mew
penstratiom to the south by an eneay which was superisr in nusbers and
in equipment, it was ebvisus that %he northernm coast, and perhaps sven
the whole, of New Guines would be watensble. Mining prespestors who
. had pioneered in the gold fields of New Guines snd other sivilisas
living on Mew Britain and islands of the northera Solomons had to0 leave
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their holdings and posseasions in o hurried flight to safer territory

on the Australlan sainland. Throughout Jenusry and Pelirusry every alrplans

{n the arsa—both civilian snd military--wes pressed into servise, With
the result that mors than 2,000 men, womdn, and children were rescusd
without the loss of a single 1ife. "ALL the Lews of civil avistion
were flouted. Planes built to carry sixiesn sarried thirty-five. « »
Day after day the crasy roscus £1leet of battered old gransport planes
that had freighted the mining dredges up o Edie Creex and Bulolo; of
uwieldy o3d Ford monoplaned; of sleek, modern alrliners; of two-n satar
¥oths, snd shaWdy, tal;rlo-covcod biplanes, joined with camouflaged
vogbers of the Royal Australian Air Foros in ferrying backward and for-
ward between Australis and the newsst battle zone of the Pwi.fie."‘o
The continent %o which these svscusted civilians wers oarried,
however, was not neyond the reach of enemy sir attacks. 0n 13 February,
Daxwin, with its lerge navel concentratiens, was heavlly bosbed by YW
waves of Japanese aireraft, resulting in mserious naval and airoraft
lossss 1o the Australisns and smericans.®t The first atback wes made
by approximstaly 8 type-97 naval dive bombera, 17 sray type-97 heavy
bosbers, sod 18 fighters, followed shortly thereafier with a sosond
atteck by 3% type-97 hoavy posbers 1n two formations. Three United
States ships, the destroyer FPesry and the transporis Maans los sod
Neigs, were sunk, woile & Australisa ships wers sunik, 2 were demaged
estonsively, and 5 roceived minor Auages. Adrcreft losses for the
Allles totaled 9 Pai0's shot down ad 6 Hudsons, 2 Pok's, and 1 1B-~30

destroyed on the ground The Japanese lost frem 5 o 10 plenes.h2

Casualties wers not heavy, but the far-reaching sffecis
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probably ameeded all ensmy hopeds.

Chief mmong the resulits was ths denial to the Allies of the use of
port faeilities at Darwin, which were being used sxtansivaly in trans-
shipping reinforcenets and supplies to the trocpa in ths Netherlande
Zest Indies. In a btroader semass, these two raids gave tangible proef
of the enesy's cepability and intantion of bringiug the war to the e~
tinent of Australia, Because of the proximity of the newest enemy gains
in the Hetherlands Bast Indies the northwestern coast of Australia was
no longer safe for allitary soncentrations. Iamediately following the
Darwin attasks, therefore, the Australlan aray authorities ordered the
demolition of Keats Airdroms, 130 ailes southwest of Darwin, and or-

dered certaim other west coast airdromes prepared for dmlitinn.u

These two enemy abiacks had & derk foreboding about them which
started the burried movement of civilisns from the west eosst to the
tatverior of sustralia. Likewise, the atbacks were portentous of the
trend of events in the Netherlands Last lndies, for it was besoalug in-
creasingly evident that Allisd resistence could no lengsr sontiowe. By

1i, February Japaness parschute troops had ogcupied Palenxbang, oenter

of the oil fidlds in south Sumstra. Bix days later enamy landings were
made on Bali, the lsland east of Jeva, and oa Timor, the island between
Java and the Australian msinlsad. By thia time Generel Brett had made
plans for the evasuation of American forces tron Jave, ths masss of the
troops belng scheduled for sihipment to Indis aince a "sufficisnt number®
of Lroops had bee sllotted to australia.®4 By 20 February ell aircraft
which were ot in combat operations wers being saployed in the wvacuation

of neu~essentisl elerical forces and military personnel met required
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for the maintenance of the few pieces of equipment which rensined.’

In accordance with the desire ef General Marshall, Chief of Staffl,
all the American combat orews with minimum maintensnce perscamsl, plauves,
sad ground foroes were ordered to continus the defense of Java, sven
theugh the ABDA Command would no longer be in existenos.’® on 22
Pebruary General Brereton left by plesne for India, going first te
Australia, and on the follawing day General Wavell received erders
from Lenden to set wp headquarters elseshere at his discretion.'’
General Brett sarrived in Melbourne on 24 February and temporarily
assused command of all U, 8. Army treops in Am“lh."a While the
ABDA Comuand was formlly dissolved at noon, 25 February, the Duteh and
the few remaiaing Allied planes continued formal resistsace to the
enexy until approximately 7 Mareh.

Similarly, Cemeral Brett in Austrslia continued with plans fer
reinforcsawmt of Allled troops remaining in Java. The transfer of
heavy bombers to Java was suspended, but sfforts were made %@ get »
large nusber of P~40's into the fight.*? The convey whieh om 22 Peb-
rvary had sailed from Fremntle for India, eseorted by the U, S. orulser
Phosnix, included the aircraft carrier Langley, with 32 asseubled P~40's
on deck and with 30 pilots and 12 erewmsn on beard, and the $eawiteh,
ocarrying 27 crated P-A0O's. Upen receiving the parsonal assurence ef
the Dutoh Adairsl Helfrieh that protsation would be provided, General
Brett dirested the diversion af the two ships with the P=40's to Java.
The ill-fated Langley, hewever, was sunik by snemy aireraft on 27 February,
within 100 mikes of Tjilatjap, Javs, l?m fortunste in evading enemy
detection, the Seawiteh resched her deettnat e
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February, but to no avail, On 27 February, in sn Allled stiexpt to
prevent an enesy landing, & major naval engagement had taken place in
the Java Ses. Again, however, the foros of the ensmy decided the
issue, mnd the Japanese landed on 1 March, bsfore the crated P-40's
could be assembled. They were reported destroyed in their ocrates in
order to prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy,’?

The loss of 59 P=40's was one which the foross in the Seuthwest
Paeific sould il afferd, but it served to euphasise the seriousness of
the Alliesd positien. By this time the few remaining Amerlcan sirsraft
in Java were beginning te evacuste to Australis ail the passengers who
sould bs crammed into the planes. is sight be expected, however, this
evacuation was not te proceed unchallenged by the enemy. On 3 Mareh,
Japanese air attacis on Broome and Wymdham, ox ths merthwest soast of
Australis, took a toll of 65 lives and 17 airsraft. The barbor at
Broome was jammed with flying boats and the airfield was thick with
B-17's, LB-30'as, and Hudsons which were transferring civiliaans and
ailitary forces to saferterritory in seutheast Australlia. Shortly
bafore noon 12 Zeros sweoped over the harbor and alrfield and, resiasted
by onlyone aerial .30-caliber gun on the ground, proceeded to fire at
svery available targst. Of the planes on the water, ths Dutch lost
threes Dornier 2,'s and one Quantas flying boat, the British lost three
planes, and the Americans lost two PBY's, Of the planes on the alr-
field, the Duteh last one DC-3 and one lLodestar; the Australiane lost
one Lookheed Hudson, and the Americans lost two B-17's and one B-2,,

In ths air, one Scout O

nrtiss plane and ene B-2, were shot
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dom, resulting in the loss of 20 Air Corps men. In addition, 45 Duteh
men, women, and shildren wers killed when the flying boats were des-
troyed. One Zero was shot down, either by a Dutoh pilet or by the ,30-
calliber gun.n

Air Cerps men who survived ths Java campaign and the attacks en
westarn Australia graduslly mmde their way to southeast Australias, Wt
they were unorganiszed and without equipment. They were ths remmants of
units which~—-along with the units already in Australisp—ware to be
welded into a new alr force, but in the first wesk of March the prospesis
seened dismsl. The Allies in Australia had thelr basks to the wall snd
wers faced with the threat of increasing caemy pressure, not only from
the northwest but also from the northeast. In the latter dirsstion,
soms relief wuld be provided by a U. 3. task force, coumanded by Brig.
Gen. Alexsader 4, Pateh, which was en route to New Caledonia after dook-
ing and reloading st Malbourne in the last week of February;d2 but it
was clear that Australia now had to e the main bass for operations
against the eneay in the Southwest Pacific-~hot simply the supply base
for forward units., Three months of war had resulted in s radical shange
of Allied plans, and for the mement the Air Corps units in Australias
wers not at all certain of their future. In this peried of wncertainty
the Secretary of War oould well state that "ocireumstances will deter-
mine the extent and neture of future United Stetes alr oporations in the
Southwest Pacific ares,"”3 but the American airmen snd their comsending

officers in Australis wo . girecumstances would be.
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CHAPTER TIX
AUSTRALIA A3 A BASK FOR Wﬂ%

While the Air Cerps units in Australis had s formidable enmmy in
the Japanese, they soom discovered that thsy had sn snemy almost as
formidable in the natural barriers to operations offared by the somti-
nent of Australis—the world's mumllest continent and largest island,
Thome American airwmen who, after surviving the Java campaign, tried te
uake thelr way from the west east of Australia ts Maibourne learned
soasthing of the diffisulties of transpertatisn—the inasdeqmte rail-
roads skirting the coast and the undeveloped rosdways running shreugh
vast stretoches of wninhsbited lmmd., The perplexing logistisal problems
oscasioned by the gesgraphy, terrain, inadequate tramsportstion and
oomwinisations fasilities, and ceartain governmmtal polisies, however,
did not lessen the nesessity for defending Australia. An undsretanding
of these problems and of the strategis lapertanse sf the continent is
nlonthl‘for s full apprecistion of the Aiffiswitiss which had to be
overcome in setting up air unite for she defense of Australia and for
future offeasive operations in the Seutimest Pacific.

Vith an ares euly: 52,198 aquare miles less than that of the United
States and with over 12,000 miles of osastline, Australia is mot &
eomntry which can easily be defended. Ite great desert region in the
center of the continent is virtwally uninhabitable. Australia's sparse
populatien, which in 191 was less them 53 per cent of that of the
United States, was largely censenirated in the coastal tpwms of Sydney,
Melbourne, Adelside, Brisbans, Hobart, Fremantle, Tewnsville, md
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Darwin. These genters of population, all important gesports, were the
strategicslly vital arses of Australis (the southemst area being the
most important); their loss would destroy Australian military and naval
power by driving the populstion inte the "bush® evuntry.l

Because of its island charscter the continent is largely dependent
upon sea power snd contmol of certaln ses lanes for its existencs. Itw
surrounding bodiea of weter—-the Indian Ocean on the west and south,
the Tasman Sea and South Peoific Qoean on the east, and the Timor,
Arafurs, end Corsl seas on the north and northeast-—thus become for
Australis “a protection, sn obstacle, & highwey, or a source of danger,
depsnding upon ses power.® The strong breskers which pound the bsaches
make landings difficult except aleng the northeast cosst, whish is pro~
tected momewhat by the Great Barrisr Reef, stretching over 1,000 miles
slong the Queensland coust. The weastline south of the reef has less
protection, thus making Austrslis'a mest vitzl area vulnersbls to enemy
sttacik, Sydney, as the center of this populous, industrisl, and agri-
cultural region, would be & auch sought-for prise by an invading m.z

Bearing more ressmblance to the United States in its governmemt
than in its geography and industrial development, Australia is a par-
liamentary demoeracy made up of s unlen of states——New South Wules,
Vietoris, South Australis, Tasmsnia, Quesnsland, Western Auatralls,
and the Horthern Yerritory, While the powers o0f ths central goverament
are probably not so great aa those of the federal government of the
United States, the gmeral struoturss of tha two governmenis are the

same, the shlef difference lying in the fact f.hct_tho Australian Prime
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Minister and eabinets held effice at the plessure of a parlisseatary

y majority. As a nember of the British Gommonwealth of Natisns, Auwstralis
has strong ties binding her to the United Kingdom, sithough she retains
her full independense and the exsrolse of exesutive, legislative, and
judieial functisns.? The laprint of British idess snd idesls is wn-
alstakable in Austrslian life, but a sertain youthful indepmadense has
beem added and her domsstis pelicy is deminated by labor interests.

Whem war came to the United Kingdem in Septesber 1939, Australis
was quiek £0 effer military assistance. Msny of the "Aussies" wlun-
teered for overseas duty, and thess wluntosrs——along with the mn sen-
seripted for home defense--guve Australia a militery ferce which was
large for » nation her sizs. After two years of war her greund amy
strength totaled 354,800, a foree of sonsidersble sise for s natiom of
slightly ssre than 7,000,000 people. Approximately 38,000 of the
Australian Imperial Foroes wers serving in the Middle Rast in the fall
of 1341, whers they gained excsllent combat experience before being
rotwrned for the defenae of their homeland in Mareh 19&2."

Australia ws likewlse furnishing a large propertion of air rein-
forcements for the United Kingdom. By January 1942 the island sonti-
nent had furaished 6,%0 air crew perseansl and 2,300 greund crew per-
sonnel for the Roysl Alr FPoros—-or spproximately 36 per cent of the

. total personnel being trained under the Eapirs Air Training 3ohems.
, In additisn, wix squadrons of the RAAF were serving okuu.s on
7 Dagesber 1941, Australisn airsen were serving as far away from home
6 Thig diepersion of forees laft the continemt

" . as Eurepe and Africa.
. of Australia almost defenseless.’
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Ansther feature of Australisn poliay has been the maintenanes of
a "white Awstrallia.” The establishmens of barriers against the immi-
gration of blaek, brown, and ysllow rsces his received the support of
all political parties, and eould not be ignored by Amsrican militery
authorities. In the movement orders for the large shipment of troops
whioh left Ssn Francisco on A Janusry and arrived in Australis on 25
Pebruary, two colored units were scheduled to sail; Cempany G and
Company L of the 31st QM Regiment (Truek). \lhen Australis's “white"
policy was called to the attention of A-3 at Hesdquarters is Washingten,
orders for the myvemsnt of these two companies were cancelled and orders
were lssued for the 704th QM Company and Company F, 30th Qi Regiment
(Truek), the only white quartermester truck compsnies then available
%o the Air Fores Combat Command., Coming at this late date, howswver,
the orders did not provide enough time for the two companies to prepare
for shipment by the end of the month. Five days after the issusnce of
this amended order a further amendment relieved Company ¥, 30th Qi
Regiment (Truok) and substituted the 733d Q¥ Company (Truck), which
was yet %0 be sotivated.®

The details of this action, while coaparatiwely unimportant,
Aevertheless illustrate some of the confusion which resulted from
Australis's policy on ths subjest. In this instance, however, part of
the confusion same sbout through an oversight, for War Plans Divislon
had previeusly directed that no colored troops should be sent te
Australia for s permsnent ehsuge of station, inassuch as the Australian

government had axpressed an YOI ude whan the guestion was
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mited.9 The urgent need for labor battalions in Australia, though,
soon caused that government to easss its restrictions ind 21low the
entrance of celored iroops, with the understanding that they were te
be withdramn when they were no lenger needod.m Cddly enough, the
principsl clashes in sustralia cecurred not between the iustralians and
the colored, but betneen the American white and colored troops .11 The
eituation was such that General Brett, on 25 liarch, recommandsd the
withdrawal of all colored troops; but his recommendution was not faver-
ably acted upon.m

¥ore than her domestic and foreign policies, Australia's fnadequate
communication and transpertation facilities presented difficuities in
the organization and operstion of idr Corps units there. The radlo,
telephone, and telegreph systems, alresdy carrying a heavy load in
peacstinme, wers more then overloaded with wartime traffic. with all
these communicutions systems under the control of the iustralian Army,
the ‘mericans were foreed to depend upom the iustralians until they
could set up thelr own systems—a feat which could net be accomplished
ovarright. Early in Janusry the facilities of the RAAF Signal School
&t Brisbane were provided for tralning American operators in the
Australian procedurs. In addition, the RAAF operated certein channels
for the use of the Aumericane, but this was only a temporary arrangsment.
ith Maj. Samuel S. Laad &5 signal officer of the idr Force and Maj,
Joseph L. /ntz as signal officer of the irmy Forces in Australia, plans
were carried out for the establishment of a aignal depot at Brisbane,
Recogniging the inadequacy of the existing systems, General Brett on

2 January requested that £100,000 be allotted ediat
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purchase of redic equipment and a similar smount for telephone and tels-
graph urviaea.u'
FYour months later the situstion had improved very little, for addi-
tional equipment and sufficlent pcrsonnel were still lacking, Air Corps
men and muterisl had to be withdrawn from tactical units in order to
neot ithe comunications demanda. Vhile the training of 150 cperaters
in the RAAF school was of some help, the four-month oourse could nes
possibly turh out the trained persennsl as fast a2 they wars needed.
The real need was for "fully srained opesrators rather than unkrained
reoruite.™ 3 Bven as late se midsumner of 1942 the situstion was still
far from satisfactory, for all the Signal Corps trcops which had been
promised by the War Departnent had not arrived. In urging the imnediate
dispateh of thees troops, Maj. Gen. Robert ¢. Richardson, Jr., on a
visit to Australia from Genersl Staff headquarterw in Washinghon, epite-
nnized the feelings of the Anericen alraen in Australia when he wrote
to General Msrshall: ¥, . . no American Comaander should be plased
in the position of being depsadent on foroigners for the sommunlestiens
esssuntial to coﬂmt."lé
Perhaps the chief hindrance te the rapid develspment and orgamise~
tlon of an air force in Australia lay in the grest distances between
strategic points and in the insuffiscient means of traversing those
distances. The fact that, after Canads, Australis had the greatest
leoagth of rallway per head of any coumtry im the world, is no indieatisn
that the Amsrisan troope found their transportasion probless solved

by the railroads. A mor ustralls, in relatisn
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to arcs, had in 1937 only §.36 miles of railway per 1,000 square miles-—
& lower figure than any oountry except Brasil and Emt.m To compli-
sate matters further, thora were five different gauges-~a situation
which resulted from the development of railroads by the individual
states rather than by the federal goummnt.le The two narrowasst
gauges were relatively unimportant, singe they comprised only 1 per
cont of the total, with the broad gsuges (5 feet, 3 inchea) accounting
for 22 psr cent, the standard (L feet, 8% inches) for 26 psr cent, and

the narrow {3 fest, 6 inches) for the remsining 51 per eant.“

Even

if there had bean only two differemt gauges, the U. 8, Army air units
. in Australls would still heve been forced to spend s grest deal eof
valusble time in the necessary process of loading, unloading, and re-
losding cargoes with each changs of gauge.

The main rail lline, rumning from Perth in Western Australia to
Calms in Queensland, connectesd sll the major sesports snd centars of
population on this section of the continent; but it was broken into
ive ssgmonts by changes in gauga.zo There wers no railroads running
through the uninhabited desert centar of the eontinent, although feeder
lines extended into the interior 300 miles from Darwin, 535 froa
Townsville, 625 from Brisbane, 37% from Melbourne, and 1,000 from
Adelaido.n Daxrwin was the moet isclated of the strategic coastal
points, mince it was not comiscted by rail with any of the other coastal
towns. Its feeder line to Birdum, however, and the lins from Adelaide
to Aliocw prings were sonnseted by a newly-constructed highway which
'.h. wes usually in a falr econdition during dry weather, thus providing as

least one overland route to D + Most of the rallways were single-
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ears that Ameriesn railroads sarried.?? In sddition, » great desl of
the rolling stock was antiquated, with woodsn~-rathe than steel-
sosches being used almost sxclusively. a3

Pinding the railrosds insdequats becsuse sf clearance requiressnts
and ear sises, the American alrmem had to depend largaly upon "Srusk-
trastor-trailers”" for moving thelr crated aireraft from perts to
erection senters.2’ Bub here, sgaln, sumerous diffievlties impeded
operatioas. In the first plese, many of the reads wers merely graded
or poversd with gravel or arushed roek and in many ssses were im-
passable during rainy weather. Ueunsrsl Royss reported that ke had
nown "many eof eur large units %o be stuek for ss long as a ienth,
although we desperstely needed thes st the eombst sens."2’ Ia the
seeond place, appreximstely half ¢f the reported mileage of resdways
consisted of ungraded and usserfaced trasks. Aecerding te American
standards, the roads at thelr best were only sesond-class er worese.
Narrow bridges with limited load-osrrying capecity added further restrie-
tiene ‘o the weelfulness of the :ma.“

With large shipments of materisl and persomnel to bs moved over
great distanocsw, the Amsrican air units naturally came to depend %@ a
large extent upon water tramsportstion from ons major port to amother,
byt such movements were subjeet to eneay submarine astask. In view of
Shis threat and in view of the imadequate overland mesns of transperta-
tsion, it is pot surprising that air transpert became of vital lspertamse.
The Australisns had dissevered the advantages of air transpertatien
leng before the war. In adr s service had bemn
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developed at Olonourry, Juesnsland, for settlers in remots areas, and
by 1940 bases existed st Wyndham, Port Hedland, and Broken Rill. With
the Civil Aviation Department of the Commonwealth enccuraging the
development of soomercial routes, Australia in 1537 had owver 117,000
miles of approwved regular service routes, as well as 256 landing flelds
whigh were under governmsnt untrol.w These figures might indloats
that the Air Corps wnits erriving in Australis found a lerge mumber of
well-oonstructed airdromes and airfields which wers ready for sombat
operstions, but such was not the case. Exsept for a {ew alrdromes near
the large aities, the flelds were mot well situated from a tactical
standpoint, nor were they large enough %o accommodate heavy military
airplanes. Minor landing fislds could be constructed at low cost
because of the flat terrais on mest of the continent, but along the
east coast and im the extreme north the recky terrain and deanse forests
greatly himdersd the constructiom of military fislds. The Alr Cerps
unita found a sucesssful fermula in the bullding of eperational strips,
6,000 by 300 feet, with the middle hard-surfased for heavy bomber opera-
tions, slthough the dust problem csused considersble trousle.?® HBvea
with censtruction and operational problems, the nesd for heavy tramsport
was imperstive from the first day that U. 8. air units arrived in
Australis, and the need continued to grow as the tactical units be-
cane dispersed and ss the forces expanded in size snd increseed their
sperations.

Because of the time inwolved in shipping msterial from the United
States to Australis and hecause of the difficulties encountered in
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transporting these supplies on the continent, the U. §, forees attempted
to mke maximan use of Australian goeds and services; but e complete
reorganisation of industry was newsssary in order to mest these new
c!.mam:h.29 Labor was divertod froa mon-sssantial tasks to work in
factoriss producing military goods, the manufacture of ssny uaessential
items was benned, and Australia sttained s new high in production
figures. Many mouths wers required, however, before this stepped-wp
schedule of prodwstion could be r‘enllud.so

In order to coordinate and supervise all purchasing agents of the
U. §. Aray end Navy forces staticoned on the continmt, the Cemmanding
General of the Army Forces in Australis was directed en 3 Pebruary 1942
to establish 3 Genersl Purchasing Bosrd with a Genersl Purchasing Agent
st its head. Other members wers to bs the smlor officer of ssch
supply arm sand service under the Commander of the Army Porces in
Australis, an officer of the Supply Oorps, U, S. Havy (1o be desig-
nsted by the Commander in Chief, U. S, Asiatic Flest), and such other
menbers a8 might be directed by the Commanding General of the U. 8. Army
Foress in Australia. Specifically, the funcilions of the Board included
(1) supervision of the purchase, procursment, and inspection of suppiies
purehased in the Australiss sres, (2) perfecting of arrsngements wish
the designated representatives of the Australian and other governments
for the purchase of supplies, (3) negotiation of standard arrangements
with the Australian snd other gevernments for the procurement of ser—
vices and lsbor, (4) issuanse of regulstions for insuring sooperstisn
between all Unlted States purchasing agents in the Australian ares to
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preveat competition ameng them, and (5) socnsolidation ef purehsses of
the several supply arms and services where prasticable. It was also
dirested that a Bosrd of Contraots and Adjustments be established in
the effice of the General Purehasing Agent. >

The establishment of the desired organisatisns, however, and thas
approval of certain supply levels>?2 for the forges in Australis did
not necessarily insure a smeethly-sperating system of supply. Ia
addition to the difficulties which were to be axpacted from the peouliar
features of the gontinent, thers were other difficulties which had
their origin in the United States and still vthers which resulted
fron the labor situatisn in Australis. One of the msst frequently~
volced complaints from the Air Corps umits upon their arriwval in
Australia was that their ejuipment did oot arrive simultanesusly.
General Brett wrged tbat the basic, essential equipment be sent on
the same ship with the units, or at least ia the sams conwy; but, for
the firat six sonths at least, the War Depsrimant did not find umit-
losding prastissble.’? As & result of his policy, some of the unite
in Australia were forsed to sapry on without part of their equipment
until it arrived in a later shipaed, or until it could be located at
another port. Code numbers assigned to eash unit and i%s equipment added
to the confusion, especially when supply officers wers not informed
of ths code numbers and ¥ere at a loss to identify their swpplies.

The task of unloading the equipmeat was freguently a source of
dismay to the Americans, who ocould not reconeile with the presswre of
the war the terms under whieh Australian stevedores worked. Aecording
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to Maj. Rarl C. Stewart, sssistant allitary attache at lelbourne, the

stevedores worked under lren=clad contracts which were drewn up solely
in the interast of the laborsrs, who in twm pald little attention to
the actusl nuaber of hours thay were scheduled to wox-lc.3 A As ectimated
by Col. T. G. Plant, chief of Lhe Water Section, Transport Services,

Us S. hrmy Services of Lupply, Scuthwesi Paciflie Ares, and by Is.

Col. J. A. Haselwood, his exscutive officer, the stevedorss did not
work sore than 50 psr gent of the time for which they were actually

paid.”

The sontract stipulation that the men should not work in the
rain ususlly resulted in ihe cessation of work st the first drop of
rain. The suspension of cargo handling on all Mslidays and weeisnds
was also sn inviplable ruls.

To the Alr Corps mon who wers snxiously swaiting the unlesding of
their crated planes and equipment, this situation was beyond sompre—
honsion. On & lew ocossions, when a partlicularly eritisal carge was
to be unloaded, American troops were used; but this practice was never
made general, since it aight have preoipitated a crisis. The Australian
Arxy attespted to improve the sltuation by organising two stevedore
battalions. Commonwealih restrictions, however, soon barred the offee-
tive use of these 'aroopn.y’

Parhaps better than eny generalisations en this subject, concrete
1llustrations of the experionce of certain Air Corps groups siww the
diffigulties encountered in obtaining their squipment. The 8th
Pursuit Group was shipped from Sen Frandisoo on 12 February, but its

equipment was not sent in the saxe gsonvoy and was appareatly delivered
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o South Ausirslia instsad of Brisbane. By 23 Narch, after 18 days
in Australis, the group had falled to reeeive 1l trsctors for moving
its aireraft and also 93 vehisles out of a total of 126 authorized
venicles (sscording to T/BA No. 1 for Air Corps). From Base Section
¥o, 3 (Brisbsne) transportatien offloer, the group secured the lean
of about 30 vehicles belonging to wniis wnieh apparently were unaware
of their wvhereabouts. The base transportation officer and the S
officers, mot knowlng the fdentity of cersain cede numbers, were wiable
ta assign muoh of the squipment to the proper organisations. Because
of sesurity measures and dslays in the base S5-4 office, manifests of
shlps in the convoy wers ot available to organizations for some dayse;
and without the manifests, of course, the uaits were unahle to imow
vhich ahips carried their equipment. GSome of the equipment belonging
to the 8th Pursuly Group was sesured frem the doeks on Saturday after-
won and Sunday, but enly after considerable delay becauss of the
Australisn stevederss' disinelinstien to worx on weekends.

Ammmition for the groep was semt unlesded, nesessitating the use
of hand-belt lsading machines in Auwstralis. On 23 March the smount of
lended smmunitiom on hand was less than one day's nermsal r-quirqunu.'”
Gonsiderable treuble was sngountered in trying to seours shovels and
plcks. Befors the group had left its home station of Nitehel Field,

. Y., unswicassful atieupts were made to secure these items; similar
attempts were made on the mat coast. Upon arrival in Australia the
greup requisitioned 4OO picks and shovels, but received only 50 of sach,

- - = e

the basse qmmtw deplate his stock.
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¥hen the members of the 8th Pursuit Group arrived at Archerfield,
they found no base units thers. The l8th Reconnalssanse Squadron was
acting as a base unit, sppsrently without specific autherity to do se.

. The officers responsible for the airoraft sssembly plant at Base No. 3
had no permensnt personnsl at this tims and thersfore had to depend
upon transient pereennal and Australian mechanics over whish they had
no diresct control, with reswltant confusion and inefficiensy. When
the P~39's for the B8th Group were unloaded, it was discovered that some
of the planss had boen shipped with considerable sngine time on thems
and spindle reinforceaents had not besn made on the landing gear, with
the result that a nwaber of the planes were damaged upon arrival. This
list of discrepancies and difficulties is by no mesns complete, but 1t
serves to indlcate wome of the oonditions whigh oconfrented this pursult
group in the sarly months of 1942.

: The experience of the 35th Pursuit Group” was similar to that of
the 8th Group. Upon srriving at Brisbene on 25 Pebruary, the growp
discovered that its veshicles and other important iteas of equipmeht
{such as crew chief kits filled with tools and .45-caliber pistols)
had besn left on the wharf at San Francisco——presumably for subssquent
shipment.*® Anout two months later, the equipment began to arrive at
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourns, and other ports in Australis, but the
group was not notified of its arrival. It was nesessary to send an
officer to all the ports in an effert to locate theequipnment and have

- it re-shipped to the group. In the case of the vehicles, spproximately

70 of thea arrived st Melbourps, but the Erog

-
. N

asd only seven.
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The remsinder sither had been given to other organisstions or mo record
was available on thea.

From this brief summary of tho experisnce of the 8th and the 35th
Pnr.ouit Greups it is clear that the supply problem was one of the chief
obstuocles t0 immediate and effective operstions by ths Air Oorps units
in Australia. Without equipment the units sisply could not functien,
and obtaining the squipment was a task which was conditioned hy the
two primary factors of tims and spave. After the somewhat disordered
and confused momths which immediately follswed the outbreak of war,
many of the diserepancies and diffiewlties naturally cleared up as a
mors orderly system of supply was established and s» procedurss became
standardised. But no amount of orgamisation snd no set of prossdures
eould alter the nstural conditions whieh the contineat of Australis
imposed upon air operations. Admittedly, Awstralia was not an ldeal
base for operations, but the Allles had no cholee in the matter. With
no alternative after the fall of Java, Genersl Brett set abeut the
task of reorganising the American forces in Awstralia, fally sognisant
of the problems inwolved in the defense of a continent three fourths
the sise of Burope.
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CHAPTER IV
BEZORGANIZATION OF ARMY AIR FORCK UNITS IN AUSTRALIA

- During the two months following the Java campalgn, while the AAP
units in Australia were getting into tactical position and swalting the
arrival. of mach of thelr eguipment, the fragments of squadrons which
arrived from Java wers welded inte new units snd a foundation was laid
for the organigation of ths Allled Air Forces in Australisa. This was
& period which saw daring flights from Australla into the Philippines
and significant advancesby ths ensmy in Now Guinea.

Already resigned to the presensce of an enemy throet from the
northwest, the Allies in Austrslias fromn the first week in March wers
made increasingly sware of a new threst from the northeast. By this
time the Japanese had sstablisned themselves in strategic positions
throughout the Bissmerck Archipelsgo-~at Rabsul and Gesmata, New Britain,

- at Kavieng, New Ireland, and on Mussau Island, northwest of New Hanover.
They had also occupied positions on Buka Island (morthemmost of the
Solomons) and reportedly wers occupying Kieta in the Solomons and
Roasel Iszland in the Loulalsdes. Repeatsd air attacks on the lower
Solomons and on Lae, Selsmana, Buns, and Port Moresby, New Guines,
indicated the enemy intention of pushing farther to the south. Con~
erete evidence of this intention was seen on 7 March when, following
air ralds on Las and Salamaua and shelling ef the two ports by naval
craft, she Japanese effected landings at both points by late evening.

- In less than 2 hours Lae and Salumsua were in enemy hands .}

ks
.-
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This action brought about a change in plans for eertain forces

in the Australia-New Zealand srea. Arrsngements hsd been made for
naval Task Foroe ANZAC to provide protection for ths movament of
American forces frem Australia to New Calsdonia, theses troops ocompris-
ing the task foree which had arrived at Melbourne on 26 Fabruary for
transshipment to New culodonia.z On the night of 6 March the force
left for its destination, supported by naval Task Foroe ANZAC. Plans
for protaction of the movement included carrier-based attacks on enemy
ships and installations in the Bimmarci-3olomons area. When information
vwas received on 7 March, however, that a Japanese convoy, consisting
of transports, a oruiser, and several destroyers, was moving toward
New Guinea, snd when further information wes recelved on the following
day that 11 additisnal ships had begun to shell Lae and Salamana, the
originel vlans were changed and an assault on these newest enemy
attempts was scheduled for 10 March.)

After two planes from the tasik force had secured terrain and
weather dats from Tomnsville and Pert Moreshy, two U, 8. airersft
carrisr groups——operating in a ccordinsted attack for the first time
in history-—sailed inte the Gulf of Papus and lsunched over 100 planes
across the mountains of New Guinea te attack the naval foroes at Lae
and Snlmu." Eight B-17's Zfrom Townsville and a aumber of RAAF Hudsons
alse took part in the sttack, conoeatrating mainly on additienal ships
which were sighted 25 miles off the cosst.’ ¥ith a loss of only one
soout bomber, which was shot down by shore-based antisireraft fire off
Las, the oombined forces sank a reported total of 5 merchant ships,

2 heavy cruisers, 1 light crulser, and 1 dut.rqu-;
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1 aine layer; serisusly damaged and pessibly sank 2 destroyers smd 1
gunboat; and seriously damsged 1 seaplans tender and 1 ‘lmboat.b Theugh
greatly hampered in thelr efforta, the Jipaness continued with the
occupation of Lae and Salamaus—a move which was viewed by Canersl
Brett as mreliminary te the first phase of operstions sguinst the
morthsast coast of Australia or possibly New Caledonia and the Solemons,? J
Rith the sensclidation of their gains in the Fetherlands Zast
Indles, st lesst tw Japanes: divisions and cne or more sireraft
carriers wers expected by the Allles $o be used for a joint task foree
eperation against the northwest coast of fustralis.? Attacks were alse
expected on Allied shipping in the Indisn Ogean snd on Frezantle.?
Actually, any polnt on the continent of Austrslis was subjecy to alr
attack beceuse of the flexihility of enemy carrier-based operstions,
In order to meet this threat Gensral Brett found that air waits would
have tc be stationed in esch of seven widely-separsted aresst Darwin
(Base Section %o. 1), Townsville (Base Ssction ¥o. 2), Brisbene (Base
Section Ne, 3), Melbsurne (Base Section No. i), Adelaide (Base Sectien
No. 5), Perth (Ssse Section Mo, 6), and Sydney {(lster to becoms Base
Seagtion No. 7)., Te provids the defensive and offsnaslve sir strength
in Australis, Genersl Hrett catiut;od that the following units would
bs required: 3 heavy bosbardment greups of 4 squadrons cash, 3 medinm
bosbardment groups, 3 light bombardasat groups, 6 pursuit groups, 3
transport groups, 2 air depot groups, 2 wginesr battalions {aviatien),
and the necessary air support orpnj.uti.on.m As was the case threugh-
out the AAF, hevever, the damand for sombat units at this time far
excseded the supply. The attituds of the O
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Chief of Air Staff, Plans at Headquarters, AAF, waa that General Brett's
stretegy should be revised and only the more critical areas defended
if he found the sllottad 3 pursuit groups, and 1 light, 2 medium, and
2 heavy bombardmeat groups insufficient for the defanse of the seven
critlcal araaa.n

In pathstic eontrast with the tactical strength which was scheduled
for the Ameriesn air units in Australis, at the end of Februsry there
vwere only 16 bombars, 29 dive boubers, and 110 pursult planes reported
in combet commission, and thers were mo pursuit squadrons yst in position

30 use the htter.lz

Ca 8 March it was estimated by General Brott that
an RAAF fighter sguadron, to be equipped with 25 P-i0's, wuld be ready
for sction witiin 10 days and that an additlonal sguadron could bs made
ready for combat within s month.1? The 15 A-24's, belonging to tha 3d
Bombardment Group (L), which had errived at 3risbane on 25 Pebruary,
were being assembled, Of the 52 i-24's which had arrived on 23 Deceadar
in the convey scheduled for the Philippines, only 29 were left.u
During the first week of Mdarch, squadrons from the Java aras
vers svacuated to the wost soast of Australise~the squadrons almost
as depleted as their saircraft-—while on the opposite coast of the
continant other groups, some newly-arrived, were angaged in various
duties. Un 9 March the 3d Bombardmeut Group and the 35th Air Buse
Group wers reported at Charters Towers, engaged in training and mainte-
nma.ls The L9th Pursuit Greup was in the Sydney area, engaged in
oparstional training; the 35th Pursuit Group snd the 46th Air Base
Group were st Mt. Gambier, engsged in tralning and maintenance; while
the 8th Pursult and 224 Air Baso Groups were dj at Brisbane.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

W8

The 224 Bembardment Greup (M) at Brisbane and the 38th Bombardmest

Group (M) snd 358h Air Base Greup at Ballarst were sngaged in trainiag

and maintesanse. The A5th Air Bese Group was doing maintenmes werk

at Charleville, and the Akth Air Depot Group was eresting planes at

(.Trnlnng.16 Operating under RAAP headguarters as Darwin, the 16tk end

17th Squadrons of the 27th Bombardaent Group Were earrying eut patrol

nissions ia the Darwin aru.r' Cartain U, 5. Army grewnd units were

also in the Nerthera Territery: a% Neonamah the 1,7tk Flald irtillery

Regiment, attached te the 7th Australiam Nilitary Distriet, was e~

gaged in the defense of Darwing the li8th Fidld Artillekry Reglneat

(less sne Lattalisn) was at Howard Springe, reorgsaising and perferm-

ing salvage oparationa after the Darwim raid of 19 Pearuary. The

808th Engineer Battalion (Aviatisn) was st Katherine, en route 4»

Darvin for airdrome constructisn. The 43d and L6th Engineers (feaeral

Service) were at Melbourne, swaiting the srrival ef equipment. The

personnel. somprising all these Amerisan unite in Awtraliz ea 9 Mereh

totaled 1,654 offieers, & warrant officers, and 20,809 enlisted nec M
As a result of a decision by the Combined Chiefs of Staff, the

12 B=-17's at Towmaville were ordered te resaia im Australia, and the

Australian Chiefs of Staff were requested to esnsult with Gesmeral

Brett snd Vice Adm., Herbert F. Leary as to the eommnd, maintensnes, snd

personnal r‘qwn.m

equipped or trained in the maintexsnos of heavy bembers, Genersl

Becswss the Australian Alr Comuad was oot

Brett's recommsndation, that the 12 B-17's be placed wmder his ssmmand,
was socephed and the plames and personnal became part of the hew 40th
Reconnzissanss Squadron of the 19th Bombarduend ﬁm.m
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. Not mersly the &Oth Reconnalssance Squadron, but the entire 19th
Bombardmant Group had to be reorganiged. Part of the ground echelon
of the Tth Bombardeent Group--to be taken inte the 19th Groupe-srrived
at Framantle on the Abbekark on 5 Marech, after a precarieus woyage
of 1500 miles from Tiilatjep, the last port in Java to be cosupied by
the Japaness. Air echalons made their way te Mslbourne by train, alr
transportation, or any other means avallasble to them. During the
first two weeks of Mareh, while the men were in a rest canp, plans ware
mads for the reerganisstion of the 19th Group, With plans completed,
following the verbal orders of General Brett on 12 March, the 19th
. Group was reorganised on Ui March by Specisl Order No. 1, when L$.
Col. Kemeth B. Hodoon became commanding otﬁ.ur.n
In acocordsnce with designations issued by the War Departaens, she
nsw group was coxposed of Headquarders and Hesdquarters Squadron, the
28th, 30th, and 93d Bembardsent Squadrons, and the LOth Rescansissanee
Squadron. By the same orders, the 22d Bombardwent Squadron was relleved
Tfrom assigmment to the 7th Bombardaent Group and its personnsl and
squipment were transferred to the ,Oth Reconnsissance Squadron, whieh
was also to lnelude the personnel and equipment at Townsvills operating
under the naval task forcs.?? Traveling from Melbourne by train, the
air eshelon of the 224 Squadron and part of the ground echelon arrived
in Townsville on 27 March, thus previding the fiying sschelon at Tewns-
ville with ground orews for the first tiae since their arrival ia
r Australis. Lt. Col. Richard H. Carmichasl becams commsnder of the
» . new LOth Resonnaissance Sguedron, while Capt. Jask W. Hughes besame

. comssnder of Headquarters snd Hemdguarters Sguadron of the 194k Grewp;
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Cept. Elbert Halton, of the 28th Squedron; ua). Reymond V. Schwanbeek,
of the 0th; and Uaj. James T. Connslly, of the 93d.2

After sbsorbing the mesaining personnel and squipment of Lhe 22d
and 11th Squadrens of the 7th Bosbardeent Group, the 19th Group had more
pilots then planes.?® Retalning double the nuaber of first pilots for
all B-17's in eomission, General Brett sent 19 excess pilots and navi-
gators to Hawail ia order to ferry new bombera to Austrslia. By the
middle of March all heavy bombers scheduled for Auwtralia were being
squipped with bullet-proof bomb bay tanks in order that they aight be
ssfely ferried to Ahe Southwest Pucifie.”” In secordanse with Geseral
Arnpld's directive that a einimum of 4O heivy bombers be maimtained for

essch of the two heavy bombardment groups in Aultulh,z&

plans were
made for the dispatch of two planes per day, beginning about 20 March,
until the total mmber resched 80.%7 After utilising the porsonnel
which General Brott had sent to Hawaii, the Perrying Command was to
deliver the remaining bombers to Australis. 3y the sad of March, bhow-
sver, only nine of themse planes had been received by Genarsl Brett,
and urgent cperstionsl plans-—based upon the promise of the two planes
per day—-epuld not be formulated without Yar Department slarificatien
of its intentions. Genersl Brett was advised by the Commanding Gensral
of the Hawailan Department that, in sccordance with a War Departueat
ruling, oe more B=17's oould be sent fron Hawail until replacements
arrived frea the United Sutel.m

The delsy was caused by the War Department declsion to suspend
tenporarily the dispateh of heavy bombers ta Australis, peding recon-

sideration of allosstions of this type of aireraft to all
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The finsl deciaien, however, was virtuslly the same as the original
ono.ao fa order to bring the two heavy bombardment groups to full
strength, less reserves, 30 5-17's wars scheduled for dispatch to
hustralia during the montn of April, with a rsserve of 40 B-=17's to be
furnished "as soon as posaible."*l Thus, the initisl supplying of
heavy boabers for iustraiia was a drawn~out affelr, overcsat with
the uncertainty that sccoupanies any situstion oconstantly subjest to
chunge.

From the time of its reorganisation, spproximately twe aonths
elepsed befors the entire 19th Group could get into operatisns. Om
27 uWarch part of the 23th Squadron wes sent to Sunderdin (near Perth,
in Festern Australis) for patrol work with LB-30's. Another small
pertion of this squsdron and pert of the 934 went fro= Melbourne to
Cloncurry by train., The remainder of the 23th and the 93d, after walt~
ing for supplies and planes, sailed from Malbourne about the middlie of
April, arriving in Drisbsne on 2 Apri.l.sa

Following the reorganiszation of the 19th Bombardzent Group, the
two light boabardment groups had to be combined. Becauss the productisa
of light bombers in the United States did not peralt the maintenaace of
two greups in fustralls, plans wers made at Hfsdquarters, AAF, for the
withdrewel (on paper) of the 3d Boabardment Croup. In acoordance with
General Breit's resomamsndation, however, the 3d Group was allswed to
remain and $0 sbsord the 27%h Group, sinee the former was s complete
group and the latter was mt?B The 1l6th and 17th Squsdrons ef the
27th Group, under the commend of Lt. Col. John W. Daviss, operated in

the Darwin ares until they were ordered to Townsvills for eveatusd
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. sperations sut of Pert Moresty--a move whish was oocasioned by the

. spsration of enemy planes from the newly-wen airfislds at Lae and

. Salamsua.>® Wnile at Townsville the squadrons operated witheut greund
crems, with the plleds and rear gumers doing all the maintemsnes work.
Before undertaking missions from Port Noresby, the squadrons of the
27th Growp were sembined with these of the 3 Group, whieh was ab
Charters Towars, sbeut 70 miles inland frem Towmsville,>’

The recrganised 3d Bombardment Group preved to be ome of the most
versatile air uaits in Australia., Ome squadren with A-2,'s was moved
inte Pert lMoresby for operations sgainst Lae snd Salamsua. With m»

. dive bowber replacemsnts available from the United States, the mumber

of A-24!s ot the 34 Greup was rapidly besoming depleted.}® In the
latter part of Mareh a number of B-25's, which had been erdered by the
Dutsh but oould nos bs used by them, were made available te the M

Group. Ensugh B-25's were eventually provided for two full squadrens,
Kesping twe greund schelons in Port Meresby, Colonel Davies, commsnder
of the group, retsted two squadrons of B-23's snd A~2's between Chartars
Towers and Port Moreshy, shifting sbeut every 15 days. With the eveniusl
attrition of the remaiming A-2's, A=20's were nade available as re-
placements, making & tetsl of three Sypes of planes which the & o~
bardaent Growp had to opsrate within a pericd of less thsn six -am.”

The three pursuit groups, having sbsorbed the remmants of the M,

. 17th, and 20th Pursuit Squadrons (Previsional), and equipped with air-
" sraft by the middle of March, wers busy getting iato tactical positien
- . in three of the vital areas of Australlia. First of the three groups to
. got into operatisns, the 49th, commsnded by Lt. Col. Paul B. Wurtsmith
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and squipped with P-40's, soved to the RAAF airdrome in the Darwin ares. 38

The 8th Pursuit Growp, euipped with P-39's, was preparing te teke wp
ite position im the Srisbane ares, while the 35th Greup, equipped with
P-400's, was going into position in the Sydney c.ru.” General Brett's
argeat request fer three additionsl pursuit groups oenld not be granted,
n view of the eritisal shertage of pursuit planes throughout the AAF.W
Rven more urgent was the need fer transport planes in Australia.
With no transport groups or squadrons authorised for this thester,
approximetely 15 eargo plmmes and other types unfit for combat duty were
belng used fer this purposs in late Pebruary., To lmpose s oertain amsuat
of order and organisstion upon this motlsy grewp, Geaeral Barues on 21
FPebruary resosmended the astivation of a transport squadren, with pilets
and crews being furnished from the personnsl then cperstiang the planes,
and with personnel being built uwp from easual filler troeps srriving
from the Usited States.*’ Aecordingly, the 2lst Trassport Squadron
was constituted on 7 Mareh and wes 10 be activated at the earliest
practicable date from Air Corps persemnel available im Australis.’?
Apparenily unsware thal this sotion had been taken, Genmerel Brett on
23 Mareh requested that authority be granted to sctivate the st Trane-
port Squadron. After the letter suthorising the sstivation wes bromght
to the attention of the commander of American forses in Awstrelia, the
21t Trunsport Squadvon was activated em 3 April 1942 and statiened
at Brisbene M
One squadron was soon found to be insufficient for the needs of
the air foress in Australia. In view of the frsqueat moves of perseomnsl
whieh were occecasioned by tastical threats azd in view of the inadequsie

-
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- rail snd highway faeilities, air trsnsportation becans of vissl impor-
] taneces. To meet the demsnds of tactisal aquadrons which were moving
into forward areass, General Brett on 12 Margh requeated the lamediate
delivery of 10 tramsport planes with wide doors. Three days prior to
his request, however, thres 0-39's and two G-A7's had left the United
States for Australis vis boat, and thess five planes represented the
mximm nusher which eeuld be sent at that time.’
Upon regeipt of the terse War Department reply on 17 lisreh,
"additional transports unavailable,® General Brett had to look elsewhers
for possibilities of aequiring the needed alrcrafi. Australian commer-
cia) planes were insufficient to mest the demsnds, although the trans-
port service--under the guidance of Harold Gatty, honorsry group captain
in the RAAF—_was performing an invaluable service.4? The only svailable
transperts were the Dutsh military and commercial planes evacuated
- from Java. As & result of a oonference with Dr. Hubertus van Mook eof
the Duteh governmest und with offieials of Knilm (the commercial air-
line ocompsny), General Brett arpanged for the purshase of 11 Duteh
Army Loskheed Lodestars, with an average service 1ifs of one year, amd
oge Martin bomber——all at a totsl cost of $1,030,000. This smeunt was
to be aredited to the Dutch governmant in the United States, and under
terms of the agresment all 12 of the planes wers to he delivered to

) the United States air forces at Malbowrne prior to 21 llaroh.‘"e In

. sddition, 2 DC~2's, 2 D0-3's, 3 DC~5's, and i Leckheed Lodestars wers
ghartered from Knilm, through Pan American Airlines, st an hourly price

" . based upon operatimg cost figures. The charter was to terminate at

. such time as the War Department approved the purshase of these siroraft.A?

_
4
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With the acquisition of the Duteh planes the number of tramspert
aireraft eperated by the U, 3, forces in Austrslis resched s totsl of
36, including a wide varisty of types. This number gave support to
General Brett's request on 23 Marsh for the activation of an additiopal
transpert lqmdran.w Eight days later the ¥War Department granted
authorizsxtion for astivation of the 22d Transport Squadron from por-
sonnel then avallable in Australta 9 The expanded transport service,
howsver, increased the demand for additiensl personnel and necessibsted
& request for 50 experimoed transport pilets. In making this request
General Brett suggested thoh pilots no longer suited for combat duby
should be sent te Australia to replscs ocodbet pilota then engaged in
transport missiens.’® But shortages in persomnel and probless im
ssintensnes, cocasioned by the wide variesty of sirersft, wers to
plague the twe transport squadrons threughout the first few months of
their existence, while the whole tramsportation preblea was one of the
chief deterriang fescters in the organisstion and operation of the air
forses in Awstralia.

With three separate nations atteapting to operste thelr omn air
foress 1n Australis, mothing was more cbyiows then the need for closer
'ooardi.nlthn among the Americsns, Duteh, and Australisne. Without a
central suthority there could be no effestive long-range plunning and
conaequently no effective strategy against the common enemy, Kot only
the air foress Wt alss the greund and naval foroes ef all three natisns
operating in the Sewthwest Pagific needed one controlling office. To
meet this demand, plans wsre sade late in Fsbruary for bringing to
Sustralis a commander for the Allied forses. On Sunday sorning, 8 Nareh,

A ———
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Genersl Royos, Chief of steff for Genaral Brett, flew %o the base of the
reconnalssance squadron Jocated at Townsville and snnounced that thres
eraws ware to be selsctoed for an sxtrasrdinary flight to the Philippines.
Only those crew asbers who wers to make the flight were told ths purposs
of their nission, and iL was Jeft to the navigators to map out & route
shich weuld be fairly eafle from the numerous Jaspunese installations
which dotted ths general route to she Philippines, Four B=17's made
the first stage of the flight to the hopping-off point in porthosntral
Australis, but becsuse of angine failure only two of the planes reashel
the blacked-out airfield et Mindenso on the first cm.’ml'. The next
evening a third B-17 sonpleted the flight to the Ph:l.lipplnu.'“‘

After the cargo of medicsl supplies and other sorely nesied iteas:
had been unleaded, the planes teok on an {oportent group of passegers
Gen. Douglas C. Machrthur, who had been directed %o head the Allled
foroes in the Southwest Pagific, his wife and smell son, and & nuaber \
of his staff officers. The party hed left Lusen in two speedy PT boshs
on the rainy evening of 11 ¥arch. Taking separste rowtes, the two
voste had darted out of ¥anila Bey and betwesn islands, dodging Japsnglh
ships sll the wy to Windanse.52 The flight to Australia, made in
favorable weather, was carried out without milhlp.” After landing
on the cosst on 17 March, members of the party wers flown inlynd where
they antrained for !lelbourne.sl‘ At Canberra, Prime Minister Joim

Curtin announced te & wildly athusiastic Australia Genecral. Mashythur' s

arrival and also the sppointaent of General Prett as comaander of the

Allied Air Forcee.?’
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With this tanglble evidence that the Southwest Pacifie was not
a forgotten theater of war, the merale of the Australians resshed »
new pesk. Approximately 10 daye later thelr merale reseived another
boest with the arrival of part of the Australian Isperial Forsss whieh
had bLeen serving under General Sir Thomss Blamey in the Middle Zast.
At s 3suth African pord Gensral Blamsy and his wife had beardsd the
Jueen Mary whish left Boston on 18 February, sarrying ever 8,000
Amsrican woope. Ineluded in this nwsher wers she 8%h Air Base Group
and the 434 Bombardment Group (with the smxseption of combat erews).
Arriving at Sydney om the evenlng ef 28 lMarch, afier a 19-day veyage,
the air forse troops diseabariced in a downpour of rein and settled at
Randwisic rasetrask te await the arrival of their equipment er irane-
portation to other :rm.sb
The &th Air Base Uroup, commsnded by Col. Harold R. Wells, had %o

gather its squipment from Mslbourne and Brisbane snd re-ship it to
Sydney, snd it was spproximataly two months before she troops reseived
all of their barrssks bags.’? The A3d Bombardment Group, comsanded by
Maj. C. H. Diehl, likewise had ite diffisulties, but—oddly encugh-—
it suffersd from an exsess of squipment, rather than from a lack of it.
According to lajor Dishi, the group did not receive instrustions ss to
the climate of its destination, and ss » result the group arrived in
Austraiis with both YPeplcal and Arotis eguipment., Bash of the squadrens
had spproximately 75 tons of organisstisnal equipment, mush of whish
was lest or damaged in the half-dosen meves which the grosp had to make

—

hefore being able to turn in the utcrhl.ss
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The arrival of the 8th iir Base Group aad the ground eshelon of

b

the 43d Bombardment Group complebed the main strength of units which
wers authorised fer the amsrican sir forces in Australias. Having laid
the greundmrk for the organisation and operation of the individual
Aserican uaits, General Brett svuld Surn to the larger task of or—
gaulsing the Allled Air Forees in Australia. Infermed on 2. Marsh
of his appeinimeat to the newly-ersated pesition, General Brett imse-
distely submitted an outline of organisation for the sombined staffs
whieh ressived the approval of the Australisn Prims Ninister.5’

Une of the undeternined factors was the part which the Duteh air
forees weuld essupy in the new Allied organisstion. The dispesal of
the airplanes which had been ordered sad purchased by the government
of the Netherlands Zast Indies, ss well as the deployment of the
svasuated personnel, guve 3 considershle smount of concerm to the Allied
comanders in Australia. Om 10 Mareh approximately 500 planes whieh had
besn ordered by the Dutch were undelivered, and produstion md delivery
of the last plane was not sxpested to be asoamplished until Dnodnr.éo
At this time, without knowisg whether Dutoh coabat or maintemance crews
were svailable in Australis, the Combined Chiefs of Staff approved
arrangesents whersby all the remaining planes on order were %o be
delivered %o Australis, with the Duteh forees using s» many es they
wers able and the HKAAF and American eir foress in Australias taking the
runindor.61

By the niddie of Mareh sppreximately 900 Dwitoh Army and Navy pear-

sonnel had been evasuated to Aumtraelis and under Maj. Gem. L. H.
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van Oyen, essmander of all NKI foress outside of the Indies. Of this
nusber approximately 450 were air foroe personnel, most of vhem werse
students. There were emocugh instructors to traln the students, but
sufficlent fagcilities ware mot available in Australis-~thers was nmo
adequate ground organisation, the few airfields had to be ocewpled by
combat units, and there were not snough 4ralning planes even for the
Australian students.’2 There were, however, suffisient Duteh pilots te
form one bombardment squadron. Geaeral wvan Oyen, in coaferenss with
General Brett, in the lstter part of Marsh, agreed that 18 of the B-25's
on order sheuld be used to equip the ons complets Duteh squadren, but
that immediate delivery of 12 B-~25's should be made te the Anerisan
foroes, in view of the urgent tastisal situstiom {n the morthern part
of Australis and in view of the fach that an Aseriean squadren ceuld
use ths planes mmw.“’

Hegotistiens bstwesn the American and Duish forees and consequent
desisions as to the fate eof the Duish foroes in Australia wers sonsider-
ably hampered by s lssk of understanding as to the anthority of Allied
commanders over these forces. After Gemersl Brett's new designation
on 2} Marsh, it was the understanding of the Combined Chiefs of 3tafl
that all air forees operating in and out from Awstralia vers %0 be
under his contrel. The Dutsh, hewever, insisted upen coatrol of thelr
om forses. On 11 April, General ven Oyen left Awstralia fer the United
3tates, Wt before deing so he informed Ganeral Brett that Vise Admirel
Helfrieh, then in Geloabo, was suprwme comsander e¢f all Duteh air foroes
in Australia, with the exceptien ef the swmi-formed Duteh squadron which
was te operate the 18 B-25's, 0 N
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General van Oyen's visit to the United States was made in the
interest of a training plan which had ween approved in prineiple by
General Marshall. Sinos fasilitlies were not available in Australia
for the training of Dutch piletis, representatives of the Netherlands
government had regquested thst srrangements be perfected with the War
Departwent, for tralning the Dutch students then in Australis. With the
project approved by the War Departaent, preliminary details were belng
worked out in early April by the Flying Training Command of the AAF and
Colonel Weljerman of the Netherlands Legation. The AAF agrsed to fur-
nish a flying field and housing for approximstely 4LOO students, 500
technicians, and 90 Dutch instrustors %o come from Australia, while
the planes wers %o be furnished from those alresdy on order by the
Netherlands mvmt.és This arrangsmeat therefore relieved Gemersl
Brett and Australisn authorities from the probiem of providing facili-
tles for the Dutch students in Australis,®® but at the same time it
meant the oessation of aireraft deliveries which had beea ordesred by
the Duteh.57

General Macirthur, hampersd as wes General Brett by the lack of
a ferma) devlaration of his authority, nevertheless began 4o mske plans
for his staff and for ths erganization of the forees wnder his M.“
By 2 April he was sble to report that the reorganization of Australian
forces was well under way., He had suggested, furthermore, that all
Australian units be brought te full strength immediately, that an
intensive program of training be initiated, and thet the officer corps
be strengthened by the proapt aliminatison of all incompetents, regardiess

of rank--suggestions which wene pet; with * wiescenses and
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prompt astion® on the part of the Australians.’9 With these positive
signs of astion, the general public attitude of defeatism was replaced
" with s growing fealing of sonfidence snd self-relisnce.’’

¥While the Australisns were taking heart from these orgmnisational
changes as indicative of future aggressive action, the baleagered
Amsrican and Filipime troops 3,000 miles te the north received sheir
first asrial combat assistence since General dashrthur had left the
Philippines. The flights of B-17's to svacuate perwonnel frem the
Philippines to Australis had desonstrated the possibility--presarisus
though it was--0f getting bombers up to Japanese-infested Mindanao
snd bask to the continent safely. Xarly ia April rusors of ancther
flight into the Philippines began to be whispersd smong the grews of
the /Oth Kesonnaissance Squadron operating from Townsville and the 3d
Bombardsent Group at Chartera Ttim.n Plans had to be mede harrisdly,
. for the position of the Lreops was growing more tenwous Ar the faoe of
‘ strong Japaness pressure im Iazen. By 9 April the Ameriosn and Filipine
troops at Batsan were evervadlaed, leaving only the fortress of
Gorregidor, which was to held out for approximately a momth.’2 Regard-
less of the need for air reinforoements in these islands, any plans
for aid from Awstralis had to be based on a muall scale, for on i April
there were only 6 B-17's and 8 B~25'g reported in commission, with 6
sdditional B-25's under repair, >

Fully oonseious of the fast that any missien into Japanese-held
* territery spproxiaated a suloide fiight, the arews of 11 B-25's and
three D-17's ssseabled at the RAAF airdrome at Darwin early on the

. meraing of 11 April and ate s hurr t while their plunea were
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being refucled fer the leag, over-water hop to Mindanas, To those
mmbsrs of the 27¢h Bomberdment Growp (at that tims a part of the M
Group) whe had been beunsing arcund the skies for seversl months in
A-2j's, the B-25 "felt like a ball of fire"™ until they ceuld become
acoustomed to the extra speed and pewer. The 11 B-25's had flowm te
Brisbhens two days defors in order %o pick up bomb bay tanks for the
long flight nortshward. The entire alseion was usder the personsl
leadership of General Royse, who flew &n the lead B-17, pileted by
Cept. Frank P. Bestrom of the 4Oth Resommaissanee Squadron. The first
flight of five B-25's was 1ed by Col. Jehn H. Davies and the sssond
fiight by Capt. Herman F. Lowery.Th

After taking off from Darwin on the moraing of 11 April, the three
B.17's snd 10 B-25's (ome of the 11 had failed to take eoff) managed %o
hold their formstisn watil they reashed the coast of Mindsmas latse in
the afverncen.”” Heavy blsck rain clewds forced the formsilen te
Wesk wp, snd each plane fewnd its way alons to Del Mente airfiald.?®
Batile-searred veterans of the Philippines, from colemsls dowa to
privates, rushed out ts meet the firat planes and cluttersd arouad
them "with tears of appreciation in their eyes, viewing the new arrivals
8s saviors and eonquaring herces.” The last plane landed after dark,
12 hours after taking off from Darwin. The flight of B-25'¢ led by
Captain Lowery flew A0 miles te Valencia, a dispersal sirip sut out of
the Jungle, and the remaining planes were dispersed at Del Mente for
the night.77

The night was spemt in removing benb hay tanks from the B-25!s,

loading bombe on the planes, and refueling for M
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After being brisfed, the combet erows rolled up in blankets wnder the
planes for u few hours' rest. At dawm on 12 April the twe flighte of
B~25's headed for Cebu, where they bombed the town area, sank several
ships ir the harbor, and left the dock installations in flsaes. One of
the B-17's participated in this sttack, obtaining hite on surface oraft.
Another B~17, plleted by Captain Bostrom, seured the sess for snemy
consentrations, flew over Corregidor, and then hombed Nishols Fidld,
Manila, The third B-17, unsble to partioipste in the mission besauss
of motor troubls, was at Del Momte fleld undergoing msintenance work
when Japansse plines began a ¢sries of bombing attacks which resulted
in serious dsmage to the plane. Imsmediately upon the retum ef the
other B-17%s, the orews rushed to prepare for snother mission. Before
the planes ceuld take of f, however, the Jupsnese resumed their air
attacks and sucgeoded in destroying one B~17 with a direst hit and in
damaging the other two phnn.n

While the crews spent ths next 15 hours repsiring the two B-1T7's
in order that they might limp back te Australia, the B-25's centiuued
to carry out hewbing attseks on Japaness installatisns. Aftar the first
sttack on Cebu, one flight of B=25's had returned to Valencis, and
snother landed at Haramag, & well-vonsealed strip in the jwngle near
Del Nonte. After bombe wers losded and the planes were refusled, the
B=-25'#s took off at 1330 on the same day, 12 April, and again sttacked
Cebu shipping and doek installations, having besn unable to find an
aireraft carrier reported in the vicinlf.y.n

On the next day esech f1ight carried ocut tw more missions., After
teking off »% 0600, the B-25's wozbed Cebu shipp wvao installatisns,
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including the atrport. Taking to the air agaln at 1745 on 13 April,
the planes heavily bombed the Davac dock ares, sinking one beat end
owusing fires snd explosions among the doak imstallstions. Upon their
return from this mission the B=25's landed at Del ¥omte fleld, where
bonlk Ray tanks were reinstalled snd the planes wers prepered for the
return flight to Australia. %

The two B-17's had mansged to taie off by dewn, carrying as many
paasengers s could be crowded into the planss. The first plane just
»arely hopped the fence et the and of the fleld, snd the other wae
clearing the field as Japsnese borbs bagan to fall. Flying ever
Jupaness=hald territory most of the way, the erippled B-17's eompleted
their flight to Awstralis without mishap, although one of the planes
wes forced to ground-loop upon landing. Shortly befors midnight om
13 April the 10 B-2%'s, overloaded with men recently evecusted from
Batean, bogan their flight from Del Monte %o Auatralis. Landing st
Batchelor Pield, 40 milss south of Dmrwin, after daylight on 1A Apell,
the pleunes refusled and then made the last leg of the flight to Charters
Towers, arriving in the cnnina.u

Thus, the four-day nission was completed. Witheut the lese of
s single man snd with the loes of enly oms 3-17 on the greund, the 10
B=25's and 2 B=17's had sunk or bedly dameged 4 ensay trangperts (1
large, 1 small, and 2 medium), and scered divest hits on 2 others and
near aisses on § others; in addition, thay had succeeded in badly
dameging the warshsuse and dosks st Davao mnd Cebu, and in damaging
Nishols Field and buildings igh i al Maskrther' o
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promise to send ald to the Philippines had seen its initial A riliment .
inen the planes had passsd over Dansslan, 4 smell towa la Mindanso, OB
thelr way to bomb Cebu and avao, Fillpino possants had left thelr
cerabaos and rushed to the rooftops to get & vetter view of the alroraft.
Pointing at the planes in jubilstion, they had shoutsd, "Machrtiurl
Machrthurt? They wers sure that their 1dol had returned to rid the
1glsnds of their new eonqucror.83

When news of the dzmage to Jopanese shipping and installations
resched Menila, it was reported that the ¥ilipino citigens threw thedr
hats into the sir end cheered, "under the very gmm af tha Japaness
sentries.*®s But this reasrisble serisl feat, which had given new hope
to the Filipinos and Americans on the lslands, could not be repsated.
The Japanese immedlately tightened their hold on Mindanso. The alter-
nate base vhich the fliers fronm hustralia hed plannsd to uss was Laken
on the day of thelr arrival in Mindanaso, and the main field was takem
only ons wesk latar.ss

In the seven weeks following the fall of Javs, not only the tactisal,
vat aleso the organizationsl picture had changed for the American alr
forces in Australia. The rapidly advensing Japsnese forces increased
the need for Allled operational air unlts. By the xiddle of April
the United States Aray troops in Australiz totaled 2,183 officers sl
34,231 enlisted men in the ground forces and 1,650 officers and V7,105
eilisted nen in the air forces.36 Tut these air forse troops had o
amalt the arrival of their enuipment, the building of suitshle bases,

and the setting up of pperationsl procedurss befors they could be placed

in combat. Furthermore, in pformation from

(.
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the War Departamnt, Genersl Brets had diffisulty in formulsting plans

for air partieipatisn in the Seuthwest Pacifis setion. He felt justified
in wrging she ferwarding of the dssired information, s» well as tbe
requisite supplies and sxperiessed persvanel, sines "the first phase

of all cpexrstions are necessarily d.r."”

Nith the desisisn to form ma Allied command in Australia, still
mors time had %0 be talen wp with plans for the organisatisa. Ceaerel
MacArthur and Gemersl Breti had made strides in the initial stages of
the plapaing, but the actusl earrying out of the plans was delayed by
the absense of a formsl directive from the Allied gowernmemts. This
direstive was shortly w0 be tranmitted to Genersl Masirthur and was to
alarify the situatisn and remeve the wesrtainty whioh had existed wp
mtil the middle of April.
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ORGANIZATION OF H m.ml!! %

g On the evening ef 18 April 1942 the Japaness peopls, trying te

e recover from the shoek and destrustion caused by the first American alr
attacks sn five of thelir citiss, were probably too presccupied ts take
notice of an eveat nearly 5,000 miles to the seath which wes %o have
s more permanent and far-reaching sffect upsn thelr nation. Yhirty-twe
days after Genersl Machrthur's arrival in Australia "s terse aonwuncement
diselosed that all Allied nations had agreed to antrust the strategy
of their vital Southwest Pacific campaign to him," effsctive midaight,
18 April, = step which indicated that at last the Alllss would be united

in this -rn.l

Two days later, from Allied Hesdquarters at Melbourne, the scmmanders
. under General Magirthur wers announded as fonnuz

Gen. Sir Thomas BDlaney, Commandes of Allied Laud Forces (snd
secend in command of the Soutlmest Pagifie Apes, by virtue
of his raak)

Lt. Gen. George K. Brett, Commsndsr of Allied Air Foress

Yice Adn. Herbert 7. Leary, Comsnder of Allied Naval Ferses

Lt, Gen. Jonathan M. Waimeright, Somsander of Feroes in the
Philippines

Ma). Gen, Julisn V. Barnes, Commander of U. 3. Army Forees in
Australia.

Additional members of Genersl MacArthur's staff included:’

Msj. Gen. Richard K, Sutherlsnd, Chief of Staff

Prig. Gen. Richard J. Marshull, Deputy Chief of Staff

Col. B. M. Fiteh, Adjutsut General

Col. C. P. Stivers and Col. C. A. Willoughby, Assistant Chiels

. of Staff

; Brig. Gen. 8. J. Chamberlain, Assistant Chief of Staff fer
Opsrations

—
—_— g
AN
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Col, L. J. Whitlouk, Asaiatant Chiaf of Staff for Supply

gol, 4., F. H, Durant and Ly, Col. John D, Rogers of Australia
and Lt, Yol, J. M. R. Sandberg of the Netherlands East Indies.
"Yorking Members,"

As 3upreme Commander in the Southwest Pacifio Ares, General leo-
Arthur was not eligitle to command direetly mny national forcej and,
in accordance with the directive to him, the opsrationsa in this area
would be designed to secomplish the following:

Hold the key military rezions of Australia as bases for fuiure
offensive action against Japan, and in order to check the Jap~
anese nonguest of the Southwest Pacifiec ares.

Chegk the snemy advance toward Australim and its essentlal
lines of communleation by the destrustion of enemy combatant,
troop, and supply shios, aircraft, and bezes in Yastern Malay~
sia and the New Guinea~Bismarcke-3olomon Islands reglon,

Exert esonomic prassure on the snemy by destroying vessels
transporting rew materials from the recently conquered terri-
tories to Japan.

Vaintain our position in the Philippine Islands,

Protect land, sea; and sir communications within the South-
weat Pacific Ares, and its slose approaches,

Route shipping in the douthwsst Pacifiec Ares.

Support the operations of friendly forces in the Paciflec Ucsan

Area and in the Indian Theater.

Prepare to take the offensive,

While authorized to issus all communiquss concerning the forces
under his command and to direot and coordinate "the creation and deval-
opment of adnministrative facilltles and the brosd sllocation of war
materials,® General HacArthur was not responsible for the internal
adninistration of the various forces under his command, nor was he re=
sponsible for grand strategy. Osneral jurisdietion over grand strategy
policy und reisted factors was to be exercised by the Combined Chiefs
of Staff, while jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to opsrational
strategy was to be exercised by the 1. 3. Joint Chlefs of Staff,

The latter arrangement was in agreswent among the governe
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ments of Ausiralis, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands,

. and the United 3tates, whilch designated the entire Faciflic Theater as
) an area of U, 3. strategle responaibility.5

The Pacifie Theater wae divided into threes larze areas: the
Southwest Pacific, the Southeast Pacific, and the Pagific Ucean,
the latter of which was furtier divided into the North, the Central,
and the South Pacific Aress. Closely related to the Jouthwest Pecifio
Area, the South Pasific Area (which included New Zealand and Kew Cale-
donia) was ®et up as & naval command under the Commander in Chief of the

Pacific Ocean Area, whose oparations were to he designed to mccomplish

the following

Hold the 1sland positions between the United States and the Southe
west Paeciflc Arsa necesszary for the security of the line of com=
sunieations between those rsgionsy end for supporting naval, air
and amphibicus operstions against Japanese forces.

Support the operations of the forces in the Jouthwest Pacific
. Area.

Contain Japanese forces within the Pacific Thester.

Support the defense of the continent of North America.

Protect the essentlal mea and air communications.

Prapars for the axecution of major amphiblous offensives against
poaitions held by Japan, the initial offensives to be lawnched from
the 3outh Pacific Arss sand the 3outhwest Pacific Area,

"Farly in April the decision was mede by the Combined Chiefs of Staff
to "rid Australis and New Zealand of the menace of Japaness invasion® and
thereby strengthen the tenuous supply lines to those bases; for four months,
however, the project had to be confined larzely to "paper stratezy," await-
. Ang the Navy's gradual recovery from the blow at Pearl larbor and awaiting
) the consolidation and organization of Allied forces in the Southwest Puei.fic.?
- Certainly no offensive campaizn could be launched from the Southwest Pacific

Area at this early stage of orzanization.
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¥ith the limited forces at his disposal, General MacArthur viewed his
assigned misslons largely &5 a vattern for future development, since

he co:sidered each of the three alements of mssizned naval, ground,

and slr strength as inadequate. His request for aireraft carrier

strength eould not be granted, since--in the words of the Aavy Department =«
all the aveilable carriers were employed on indispensable taaks,"®

Reviewing the situation at the beginmning of May, General imedrthur
atated thet, in the mbsmanes of a carrier, the nawval forces availabls to
him were suitable only for operations of a minor and subsidlary nature,
The ground troops at his discosal were consldered insufficient in numbers
and would not be prepersd for operations for several months. It is true,
the two divisions {lesa two brigades) of the Australian Army whiich had
roturned from the Middle East were undoubtedly seffective troops and one
additional diviasion in the home force was approaching combat condition,
but the remaindsr of tha army was comoosed of e militia whisch was in a
vory indlfferent state of training and equipment mnd which could he pree
pared for combat only by prolonced and intensive methods. The two Army
divisions from the United States, scheduled for the Southwest Pasifie
Ares, were sssumed by General lmelrihur to be satisfactorily organized,
trained, and squipped.

The air forces were eaven less prepared for the offensive than the
sround forces. According to General YscArthur, the RAAF would require
many months for its development and then its efforts would be absorbed
to a large extont in the delense of the extonsive Australien coastline,
The atrength of the U, 3. alr forcea in Australia comprised only two

heavy bombardment zroups, two medium Lombardmsnt
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one 1ight bombardment group, and three pursult groups, to be equipped
100 per sent with opsrating aircraft and with 50 per cent reserve, no
specific numbsr having been assigned for wastage. The state of organi-
zation and tralning was far balow the required atandard and it waa
estimated that at least four months of intenalve effort would be re-
quired to resch a satisfactory conditlon.9

Even before the formml organisation of the Allied Alr Forces, how=
sver, Jeneral Brett could report that they were desiroying six Japanese
planes for svery Allied plane loat, At the pame time he reported that
the AMlied Alr Forces were being organiszed "with the best men getting
the important jobs without regard to nntionnlity.'lo Gensral Brett
officially assumed command of the Allled Alr Foreces on 20 April with
the following assignments to his command: (1) all U. S. Army Aflr
Corps wocticnl units and associated service slements of the U, 3. Army
then in Australia, (2) operational eontrol of all service aquadrons
(not including training units} of the RAAF, and (3} operational
control of all merviee squadronz of the Royal Netherlands EZest Indies
Army Air Foroe.ll ]

iz it happened, the mtaff poaitions were svenly divided between
the Luatraliannlgnd Americans, Oun 2 May the following staff officers

wars snrouncedt

Alr Vice Marshal ¥i1liam D, Bostook, RIAF, Chief of Staff

Col. Fdwin 3, Perrin, Deputy Chlef of 3iaff
Brig. Gen, Ralph Royce, Senior Air Staff Officer
Col, Eugene L., Eubank, Director of Plans

Col. Ross 3, Hoyt, Dirsctor of Dirltionn
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Air Commodors Jeseph I, Hewltt, RAAF, Directer of Intelligenos

Greup Capt., Frederick R. ¥, Scherger, RAAF, Director of Delense

Greup Capt. Carn 3. Wiggins, RAAF, Director of Communications

Wing Comdr. Vslston E. Hanocoek, RAAF, Assistant Director of

Wipnmldr Allan L, Walters, RAAF, Assistant Director of
Operations

Lt. Col, Reginald F. C. Vance, Assigtant Direstor ef Intelligence

1st Lit, Warner Croxton, Assistant Diregctor of Comsunisations.

This sseaingly squal representation between the tws air forces
theoretically sheuld have aade for s mwothly-nperating orgsnisatiem,
with the even divisien of responsiblility presluding aay dominstisn eof
ons over the other. Actually, howsver, it did not work out this way.
¥hile the sooperastisn betweem the RAAY and Genersl Brett was reported
as “"sxcellent,” the Allied sommander did not have cemplete sommand
of the RAAF. Ia the wrds of Gemexal Brett; all sontirel over the
BALY (mxoept for operstions) was taken from him, "dus mainly te
Australian political Interference and nbntugo."n Furthermors, the
Ue 3. alr urits were controlled largely by the Austrslians.

In order to uaderstand this fmat, it ls negessary to see the
gonersl coneept of the Australism military schema in 1542. }h-
continent was divided inte five military districts: the North-
western, Northeastern, Western, Eastern, and Southern u-ou.u‘ The
result, in brief, was a somewhat static, srea command. Eash ares
was under the command of an Australlsn officer, who in tum was
commanded by a genersl of the Australian ground forces. 3Sines all
ailitary organizations in the respective areas wers controlled by the

ares tomminder, the Amerl ;ST
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were not ocommanded by their own officers. This situation was not cone-

- fined merely to the highest schelon, but it extended to Australian con-

) trol of "avery airfiecld" at which American alr units were ﬂtationed.ls

. The question immediately arimes as to shy, under an Allied organisa~
tion, officers Irom the United 3tates forces were not ziven some of the
command positions. The anawer liea in the fact that there wers not
enocugh Amsrican officerswho weres qualified by experience to take over
the poeitions, Thia problem was not & new cne to General Brett, for he

- had had to contend with the same situation durlng the days of the ABDA
Commend, when the fallure or the inability of the Tar Department to
furnish officers of suitable rank and experisnce foresd the Amerioans

. to oecupy subordinate positions under British and Australian ofriceri.16
Ganeral Brett strongly felt that 1t was eontrary to the poliey of the
War Department for U. S. dir Corps units to be commended by RAAF offlcers,
yot in February it wes beconing Increasingly apparent that this situation
would again arise if suitsble Air Corps commanders wers not furnished

17
. in the Australlan area. A sufficlent number of qualified officers

did not arrive from the United States and, as a result, when pursuit
squadrons weore being moved into the Northeastern and Northwestersn areas
in early April, there was "not a single station in the entire area
eommandad by an Ameriocsn officor."ls The existence of this condition
_was veriflied on a tour of inspection by General Ureti, who agzain urgently
requested the 7er Department to send adequate personnel for relieving

the altuation, which was having a definite effect upon the morsle of

. 19
. the Anerican airmen, raprvoslable. apo:  rglief was given, and
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us late as nidsummer of 1942 no improvement pould be noted in the

situation.

Zyen 1f the two air forcea ln iustralia could have retained
their integrity through separate commsnds, the Americans would still
hars besn dependent upon the Australians for their communleations,
This necesasary dependence upon gertain RAAF facilitiea and procedures
greatly endangered the ldentity of the American air units. lor example,
svery tastical mission was amsizned to the American fliers on the blank
Torms of the RAAF, and similarly every report of operaticns was made to
Allied hsadguarters through the shannela of the RAAF on their blank forus,
Sinca these forma provided for no refersnce to the Unlted States other
than the types of planes used, the identity of the American air forces
was not proaarrud.zo In the opinion of General Richardson, "a historlan
exarining these records would never know tiLat the Amerlcanr ever par-
tioipated in tiese oparations,” desplite the fact that the U. 5. air units
were dolng 95 per cent of the fighting in Austrnlia-21

Thus, from the very ocutset the position of the Americans in the
Allled Alr Forces was not sxactly what aight have been wished, but in
the pressure of evenis any arranzement had to suffice, It was ob-
wviouasly not the desire of General 3rett or of any of the American com-
manding officers to have their units subjected to RRAF pontrol} it may
not have been the dealire of the TAAF, but under the circumstances no
pther arrangement was possible, ’

In splte of the diff{icultiss occesioned hy the Jolat operation of

the two air forces, the Allied organlzation was an Improvement over the
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ferner situation when there was no coordination of effort and no cen-
tralized control of operstions. The situation called for certain de-
viations, however, from ths typical air force organisation. In the

first place, it was discovered that the group organization was not well
fitted for the kind of warfare expected in the Southwest Pacific, chiefly
because of its lack of flexibility., 4in attempt was made to preserve the
integrity of the groups by locating their respective squadrons in the
sane aresa. For example, the 43d and 38th Bombardment Groups (less two
squadrons) were placed in the Northwestern Area, and the 19th, 224, and
34 Bombardaent Groups were placed in the Northeastern Area. Similarly,
sach pursuit group, upon reseipt of its eyulpment, was put into operation
as a unit. All the groups took with them their attached organizations,
such as ordnance platoons and medioal detacheents.

It was soon found, however, that the s, uadrons of the various groups
oould not remain together as a unit. Tactical demands forced the shifting
of squadrons from place tc place, with the Arsa Headguarters directing the
movements. Area Hemdquarters thus became a smll bomber comaand, sines
it controlled all the reconnaissance and striking ferce in the ares. A
lower echelon of the area cammand was the Fighter Seotor Contrel Unit,
whiech sontrolled all the pursuit unite in combat and also all antiaireraft
fire in a given area. When the tactical situation at Port Moresby demanded
more serial reinforcements, two sguadrons of the 3d Bombardnent Group moved
to Port Moresby and rotated approximately every two wesks with the remain-
ing two squadrons at Charters Towers. 3Slimilarly, after the RAAF pursult

units at Port Moresbdy wme t completely used up in coabat operations,
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they wers rsplsvced in April by two Amecican squadrons from Tewnsville,
Also at Towmaville were tw additional pursuit squadrons of the RAAF, and
two more Amerioan squadrons were moved in to replace those whish had
gone Lo Pork Merssby., These moves resulted in the following situatlen:
at Port Morssby there wis an RAAF sector contrel unit with twe American
squadrons; at Townsville, an RAAF sector control unit with twe Amerisen
squadeons and two RAAY squadrons; st Sydney, an American group less two
squadrons; and at Brisbene, an Americsn group less tw squadrens. In-
asmuch as sash imerlcan greup had its own interceptor control squipment
and organizstion, the RAAF control waits ware subsequently uithdrﬂu.zz
No stretoh of the imsgination is needed to visualine the place
of the varisus greup headquarters in all this sovement snd shifting
of squadrens undey the static wres sommand. Even though the American
units sontinwed to maintain their grewp headquarters, the latter organi-
sations were virtually out of the picture insofar as wefulness was
sonearned.?? Dbviously, under the sirommstances; the Alr Corps eom~
manders in Australis could not think in terms of the group as the
basie unit for tastical smploywent. The peculiar tastical sitwtion,
demanding s high degree of mobility ameng the air units, thus called for
further revision in the traditional organization of an air fores. Sinoe
ths greups vould not maintain thelir integrity with the axpected for-
ward movemsnt of the sguadrons, thers was nesd for an air forse command

of some kind which would remin in ng as combat unite worwe
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thera and then would leap-frog with the adwvancing units, To meet this

demand, General Brett created Alr Command No. 1, under Brig, Gen, Albert
L. Sneed at Darwin, end Alr Command No., 2, under Brig. Gen, Martin F.
Seanlon at Townsville, Created a3 flexibls units, these commands were
capa:le of taking over a sector headquarters or s bombing unit, or both,
ay the situation dstermined.z4

The shortage of qualified personnel, which was the chief determining
tactor of the Amsrisan posltion In the Allied Air Forces comaand, was
not limited to staff and hizher schelon needs but 1t extended down to
tha smallsst unit, The lack of sxperienced officsrs and enlisted men had
a direct sffect upon the operstional efficisnsy of combat units, yet the
situation seemed o ba one for which there was no immediste ronody.zs
Aceording to information avaeilable at feadquarters, AAF, at the beginning
of April the experience level of alr officers assigned to the 3ocuthwest
Pacific Ares waa in excess of the authorized mllotment, In view of this
fact, it was stated with finality tiat no further saetion would be taken
on sending sdditional experienced offisers from the United Jtates to
lustrtlihz6 3ome relief, however, was later promised for the shortages
of personiel {without repard to experlence}, but the sugmentation of
forces in thls thester was to bezin only ai such time when the action
would not be dstrimental to forces in other theaters and to the training
progranm in the United Stutet.27

In general, the personnsl shortages resulted Irom two main causes,
one organlzational and ths other opsrationsl. In the firsi place, some

of the alr unlts were diaspate fore beling
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brourht up to full strength., The 2d Materiael Squadron, for example,
was up to Tl atrength several days before departure from Selfrldge
Field, Yich.j but on the day befors salling from the United States,
102 trained men were tranafsrred to other units, When the squadron
arrived in Australia, it was.of course, lacking 103 men for whom no
reolasements wers irmediately aveilable. Shortages of personnel,
in the second placs, occurrad as a result of casualtles, flying fatizue,
and denjue fever, The 11th Replacement Depot was met up at Camp
Yurshy {near Melbourne; to take care of attrition, nut it was recognized
thalt an indefinite period of time would elapse before the depot could be
maintained at a level sufficlent to equal the attrition.29

While a serious shorimze of comdat crews, in gensral, exlsted among
the medium and 1isht Dombardment groups in Australia as of 3 iay 1942,
perhaps the most acute ahortage of all flyin~” personnel was anong the
co=-pllots~-a situation which General 3rett described as "a crying naed.“Bﬁ
Off'icers nho left the United Statos as co-pllois rapidly developed into
first nilots, and by the middle of kay the necessity had arisen for
considering the use of RAAF co-pllots, where posniblc.31 While such a
plan would offer a certain amount of relief, according to Tol, R. E.
Rice, ahisf of personnel for the Army Alr Forcea in tha Southwest Pacific
Ares, the organization of an intermediate headquarters in conjunetlon
with the RAAF would place an additfional strain on the supply of officer
personnel and, in the shaence of both administrative personnel and
technicians, would mean the use of pilot peraonne1.32 Limited use,

however, was sventually made of RAAF ot3, partly ss a means of
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f11ling the need for cowpilots in the U. S, foroes in Australia and
partly as a means of ssslsting in the RAAF training progrlm.33 One
of the more obvious disadvantages in much & plan lay in the differences
betwesn Australlian and Aserican enunclation, which made interplane phone
communication extremely dirfioult.34 Fortunately, the inoreass in the
shipment of co-pilots from the United States by midsummer made posaible
more satlisfactory nrrtngonenta:js

The shortage of personnel affected not only the organisation of the
staff snd combat units of the Allied Air Forces, but also the establishe
ment of an adequate aireraft weariing service in Australis. Although a
network of alert "coast watchers" waz being set up in antioipation of
enemy moves against the lsland continent, the zctusl number of aircralt
warning units was hardly adequate for the defense ¢f 30 large an ares,
The 694th and 699th oompanies, totaling 20 officors and 375 enlisted
xen, wvere the only airersft warning units in Australiu.36 Upon thelr
arrival in the first week of iarch, sach of thase units had only two
officers and five enlisted men whe were technically trained, Aecording
to General kacArthur, the remaining parsonnel were largely ungualified
Tor such mervice because of their lack of Eruzning, and some of the over-
age officers were "inadequately ev:h:um'.ml."'j7 The 694th Company, less one
Platoon, waa located at Townsville, while the 699th Company, less one
platoon, was placed at Psrth, an important seaport on the opposite side
of the continent. The remaining two platoons wsre located at Brloblno.38
A period of more than two months, howsver, had to elapse before these units

could be brought to sn effegt 1 goe and even during the month
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of May the units were operating with only pariially trained, minimum crews.

80

Thus, it would seen that during the early months of war the Ameriean

. and Auatrallan alr forces wers destined to stru;zle constantly against the
.~ dual handioapa of insufficlient personnel and an unusual taetical aituation,
These factora mizht well be considerad the chief determining influsnces in
the organizatlon of the 411isd Air Forces in Australis and more particularly
in the position cccupied by the Amerlean forces, Only when those factors
were eventually chan~ed did the Ailied dir Forcea undergo any majfor change.

- Until that time, the organization existed substantielly as 1t wag set up,

s

. i1
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CHAPTER VI
ORGANIZATION OF SUPPLY AND MAINTENANGE SERVICES

Consurrent with the organisation of the Allied cemmand sad of the
American cembat units in Australis, & systen of supply and maintenanes
services was svelved from the confused and eunlersame procsedures whish
characterized the first {ow months of She war, lLegically, the arriwal
of cosbat units should hars besn preseded by a staff of offisers whe
were femiliar with the pesuliarities of the centinens of Australie
and whw would make wrrangssmts with the governmsat for the wes of doek,
warshouse, and trensportation fasilities; seleet suitable alrdrems,
camp, and depot sites; and make howsing and messing arraagemmtis.
Similarly, combat units sheuld have besn preesdsd by the nessssary
supply and maintensnes personnel snd by equipment nessssary fer the
sasembly of airsrafy.l Actuslly, of ecurss, the reverse was the case
in Australia, with the result that AAF mnits had to leara thelr supply
and maintemance lessens from bitter experimce.

It night be expeoted that after five months of war the system of
supply from the United States to Australis would be fairly well estab-
lished. Mush of the earlier sonfusisn had been eliminated, but the
situstinn was far froa what the Anerican commsnders in Austrslia
desired. Orgasnisations were still arriving without their equlpment,
thus delaying the sombat readiness of ths troops. Cemmenting on thias
condition in esrly May, Ganeral Brett stated that "Even at the sseri-

fice of some tonnags space, an i ulpment should
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move in the sams ecmwy.""2 The Air Service Commend concwurred with this
” statemant, but unit losding was still found impracticable, inammch as

- an attempt was made to ship personnel largaly in sonvoys, while equip-
3

aent could go without a conwy.
Kven after its arrival in Australia, soms of the squipment—aireraft,

iz particular--was in nc conditien to be used. Deck-losded msteriel

was damaged by the cerrcsive sotion of salt spray, and sose of the

pursuit planes wers found to have further damage when they were unloaded.

General Brett, reporting these osnditions on 1 May, suggested that deck-

loaded squipment be sprayed te prevent ocorrosion; and the Alr Service

Comaand immediately issued instructions that "every possibls presautien®

should be taken to protect such squipaent. As for the poor condition

of some of the P=39's when they were received in Australis, the explana-

tion lay in the fast that thay wers taken direstly froa maneuvers and

hurriedly preparsd for shippihg without depet inspeetion befere erating.

While the foroes im Australia had to suffer temporsrily from these

conditions, the result was the establishment of an Alr Service Command

policy which was %0 benefit the Army Air Forcee in all theaters of

. operation. The Alr Servioe Command strongly rescmmended the adoption

of s policy that except in cases of exireme emsrgendy, alrplanes with

any sppresiable flying time would not be shipped or flown te combat

foroes; snd further that the headquerters responsible for the movemend

of airplanes should be inatrusted that (if possible) when the movement

ye

of older airplanes decams necessary, headquarters, Alr Secvise Commend

: . weuld be informed in time to its equivalent.
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Approval of this recommendatlon was given by the Commanding General,
Aray Alr Porces, on 12 Juns 19&2.“

Some of the equipment conaigned to the Southwest Pacifis, howaver,
did not resch its destinstion—either damaged or undamaged. In the
latter part of Nay, General Royce reported in a persomal lstter to
General Harmon, Chisf of the Aly Staff, that some of the airpianes and
supplies designated for his use were being taken off the cargo vessels
at intermsdiate stops in the South Pecific islands, seriously handi-
capping his planned cperstions. Finally taking action on 3 July 1942,
the AAF requested that the Commanding Cenersl, Services of Supply
take sush measures as he deemsd appropriate to insure, insofar as
Services of Supply was able, that military equipmant destined for
Australia would not be removed from cargo vessels at intermediate

points. 5

In this and siailar ways, policies were gradually established
for a mors satisfactory system of shipping to the AAF units in Austrelis.
Action was likewise taken "at the other end of the line," for the
procedure at Austrslian ports was still somewhat confused. At the
beginning of April the U. S. forces in Australia were sttempting to
opsrate six base ports with 165 inexpearienced officers and such enlisted
personnel as technisal units could temporarily dct.ach.s In the con-
gested harbors many ships frequently had to move out befors they could
be entirely unloaded and then had to make their way to other porta, whers
the squipment was dumped on the wharf and left waiting for somsons to

claim it. Recognizing the sheer stupidity in such procedures, the

Australian government on 23 April drem w ons ereating s Central
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Carge Control Copmittes in sach state of the Commonweslth, in order %o
prevant harbor congestion and to expedite the loading and unloading of
ships. Extensive powers were delegated to the commitiees, which wers
authorized to control all cargoe movements, direoct the remowal of carge
froa sny wharf, arrange for its dispesal witheut the ewner's consent,

take peasssaion of, or sell the goodn.?

While such wids powers were
desirable--perhaps sven nessssary—io clear the harber congestion, the
American forces in time came to resent somewhat the Australian sttespt
to supervise the unleading of their vuuls.a Some of this fesling
might have been awilded if the Americans had Been represented on the
comuittees. During ey it was announced that Sir Herbert Gepp would
head the Central Committee and that the Australiaa military forees were
sooperating with the regular wharf laborers and transport Mnﬂ.?

In the same month certain important sdulnistrative changes in the
Commonweslth resulted in the appesrance of three new esuncila: the
Allied Supply Couneil, the Australian Food Jounsil, and the Allied
Works Couneil. The first body was to sct primarily as = ooerdinsting,
planning, snd sdvisory gresup with the pewer to ressmmemd sertain
sxesutive action te Prime Minister Curtin, who was a link with General
MacArthur. The bedy was aleo to serve as 3 slearing house for matters
pertaining to she actual and potential availability of supplies from
Australin, and as 3 medium through which ithe Commenwealth government
would approach Genersl MacArthur in regard to the prlerity of swpplies
to bo allotted frem the United States., Members of the greup were to
include the chairman of the Allied Supply Cemmittes, four Australian

Ministers, and a repressn Btates m.m
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In order te coordinate food production with requiremsnts, the Allied
Supply Council was requested to sulmit estimstes of food requiremsnts
to the nawly-formed Australisn Peod Couneil, whose duties, as defined
by Supply Minister Beasley, were: (1) to schieve & planned food sconomy
for Australia in order to mest allitary and civilisn needs, {2) to main-
tain exports to meet Britain's feod demands, and (3) to mchieve a
planned soonomy which would limit seasonal fluctuations and reduce the
eslemert of chande to a minimum. A third body, the Allied ¥erks Couneil,
was formed during the month ~f May %o work in conjunctisn with the
military forces on vital construetion projects, such as sirdromss, caxps,
snd roads. The sum of one millien peunds (§3,220,000) was stated to
have been allocated for the manufacture and acquisitien of roud-making
equipment to mest the needs of the /imerican end Australian tbrou.u‘
Ahile steps were being taken in Americs and Australias to eliminate
the obstacles in ths way of a smothly-functloaing shipping program,
and while sction was being initiated by the Commonwealth governpent
to sllevizte the supply and meintenance probleas in general, air trans-
pertation to Australis-—as well as on the continent itself--began to
seswme even grester lmportance than it had in previous months. With
the South Paeific route accommndsting a steadily increasing smount of
trafile, and with the possibllity of enemy attack still a constant threat,
plans were made for the construction of an slternate air reute from
Hawaii to Australia, under the suparvision of the Commanding General,
Hawailan Department. By the latter part of April, the netessary pre—
liminaries had been completed and ooncurred in by the Zommander of the
Pagifie Oocean Ares.}? By the end of Jwe the sum of three millisn dollars
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had besn authorised for the eonstructien, supply, and equipment ¢f the
alternste roxte, but at this time ne reports had Semm reseived by the
Commanding Cenersl, Aray Air Forces, en the status of eonstrastion at
any of the buﬂol’

Mennwitile, the regular remte—providing the only means ¢f asrial
flight te Australis~-was used by the Ferrying Ocmmand ss exteasively
as the available planes would sllew in order te sarry paseengers and
wgmtly needed sarge to Australla. COpersting en the sehedule of one
si1plane per wesk, two LB-30's were sseigned Wy Vhe niddle of April %o
sarry out regular flights from San Framsisoo te Australis~s wodest be-
gianing, t6 be swre, but more planes were to be assigned s they bossns
svallable.l¥ To reseive and dispsteh pasesagers smd sargo st the
Australisn tersinal, Major Dupuy, oestrsl offfiecer in the Perrying
Command, was asscigeed %0 Asberley Alrpert with twe offisers amd seven
enlisted meon, Gemerel Brett was potified of this arrasgemesd oz 0
April end also was informed that after reporting te him, Najer Dwpuy
wuld eperste wader the Cemmanding Gensrel, U, 5. Arny Foress ia Aws-
tralia; who was in edmmsnd of all mtters pertaining to mon-Sactiesl afr
transportation.l®

Regular flighte were nesded for ssrrying mail alwost ss mush as
for transperting pessengers and sertain supplies. The men oa the ialand
garrisens dosting the ferry route, slemg with the American ferses in
dustralis, wers greatly ia need #f a regular mail servise; at Canton
and Palmyre, for exmmple, ik was reperted on 19 April that ne persomal
mail had been reesived sincs early Fewruary. In gemersl, thonm_

ssrvies betwesa Nawnil and as "terrihle,® with
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lerge mcousulations of soldiers' air mail having to wait several wesks st

Hemolulu hefore being lhi.ppod.u Definite 3igns of improvesent were
seen by 12 May, when the War Department informed General MasArthur of

its propessl to insugurats sir meil servies to Australia on s veellly
basis, at least, and at the same time to set up fasilities in Awstralia
for micrefilm servise, equipment for which was already en route. Besanse
of linited carge space, however, the trans-Pacific alr msil service had
to be confined te essential offisial msil and te a limited nuwber ef
personal letters aot exceeding one-half ounoe in weight.l?

Putting its plans inte actien, the FParrying Commsnd by the alddde
of May had adepted a regular sshedule of flights froa the United States
o Australia, using Liberator airerafy espssislly rebullt for the run
and utilising perecnnel with Pasific eperational experimes. Efforts
were being made to provide daily roumd-trip flights, and the servioe
was to be militerized and put into operation at sn early dlto.]'.

Kven with its sabitisus plans, however, the Ferrying Cemmend sould
net mest the tremendous demands for its servise in the Pacifis. A
month later, with only five Liberators st its dispossl for the ren to
Australis, the Command found cargo snd passengers piling up along the
route, The situstion was further aggravated by the diversion of some
of the Command persomnsl to a project with higher prierity, thus die-
rupting the regularly scheduled flights %o Australis. At Hamilten
Field, Calif., for example, there were 30,000 psunds of carge and 23

passengers with priority ratings, awaiting srsnspertation to Honeluwla

and Australia. Jurtherwmors, at Henolalu thers wers 100,000 peunds of
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o

1 Obvioudly, the eitustion in regerd to ferrying service

Australias.
left much to be desired, but it 1s possible that some of the carge
which was marked for alr delivery was not urgently nseded, for even
after six months of war the Army Alr Ferses still had no estadlished
method of indlecating prioritiss en certain spesial 1t.m.20
The shortage of trsaspert planes for the Ferrylag Commamd had {its
counterpart in the nuaber of such planes swvailehle to the U, 3, air
wmits in Auatrslia, Of the 11 Ow56's which had been purchssed in Marah
from the Duteh government, 10 were out of sommission in early Ney, swalt~
ing engine overhaul snd spare parts. Since the required parts were mt
syailable in Australia, they had t;o be ordered fyom the United States;
but & period of approximately three months had te pass befere the parts
oould be forwarded.?d
Tn additien te the C-56'e, the 21st and 224 Tramsport Squadrons
were swpplied with 2 O=i7's, 4 C=29's, 3 C=5)'s, 2 B-18's, and 1 B-17C.
In sarly May the sguadrons wers averaging s total of only seven trans-
port planes in commissisn dally——a pethetically small number in ocmperi-
son with the nusber actually needed in Australie.?? The planes were
requirel not enly for trsasporting urgently needed supplies sad perish-
shle foodstuffs?3 frem the ports in southern Australis te the forees
in the Northesstern and Northwestern areas, it also fer meving the
troops themselves into forward sreas. In the latter part of May the
opportunity presented 1tadlf for the tactical employent of air transpert.
All availsble trangperts were diverted frwm their normal fuaction of
delivery of priority parts sad equipment to the air units in forward

areas and wers tesporarily ¢ in noving arnad troope within the
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fervard conbat gone, While the movement was expected to be completed

within three or four deys, sn sdditisnal strain wes placed en the trane-
ports sinee the troops would have to be supplied by air.2* The twe
transpert squadrens then, éperating with fewer planes than one squadron
ordinarily would regquire, perforwod the dusl fimotions of a Srecp
carrier and a ferrying service.

These increased tactice)l demands sdded Smpetus te Genersl Mao-
Arthur'!s request for inmediste shipment of an sdditionsl transpert
squadron of 13 airerafd, cesplete with personnel snd equipnemt. Be-
cause of a critical shertage of such plsnes and engines, however, the
War Department ocould not comply with the request immedistely, nor gould
it promise any relief in tbe nesr future.2® But the need was fully
recognized, and plans wers mude for ersntusl reinforcemmt of the trens-
pert squadrons in Australis. Genersl Brett, in his report of 8 May, bad
reconmended the astivation of two complete groups of feur squadrens
each, with 13 planss in eaeh aqusdron, making a total of 104 transports.2d
It was te be more than six months, however, before this request could be
filled. By the end of July the activation of twe greups wag suthorised
for Lustrelia--ene ssheduled for Nuvember and one for DM!.”

in the meantiss, in asoordanee with a directive from Gensral Aroeld
on 3 July, Austrelis was giwen first priority (after the Twep Carrier
Commard and the Ferrying Comsand) in the reassignment of traasporis
other than those allscated in the directive.?® As & result of this re-
assigmet, 10 DC-3 type planes were avallable and were erdered to
Saorasento Alr Depot for reinforcssent of floors, rempval of geats, and
iastallation of folding bemahos and long-renge tanks.2? By 3 Seprember,
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sight of the planes had bees modified and had departed for Australia;
the two remaining were expested to depart within & week. In additisn,
10 0-60's—-originally scheduled for the British snd the Dutsb--were
scheduled for ferrying to the Southweet Pacifis Ares as scen as the
neoessary wodifications wers completed, which would provide a total of
52 transports in Australis by eariy fall--exastly half the mumber of
planes requested in the spring of 191.2.30 TPor more than six monthas,
therefore, the Allled Afr Feroes had to depend upon the 21st and 224
Transpert Squadrons--always inadequately squipped--for the majer per-
tion of air supply and movememt of troeps.

Though the lack of trsnspert plasnes constituted a handieap, the
necessary mobility of the alr forces in Australia determined the pattern
for the organisation of supply sand msintensnce services. The chief
innovation was the divorce of air base groaps frea their original assign-
mants to tactical wnits snd the sonsequent assumption of an arss respon-
sibility by thess groups. DBefors this resssignmeat was sade, however,

the various servies and maintemsnce uaits of the imerican air ferses
in Australis were ergaaised under a new command. Om 27 April the
United States Army Air Services wers created ss aam integrsl part of
the Allled Air Foroes with Maj. Gen. Buah B, Lincoln as eommeader.
Insluded in this new organisation were sll air depet and air base
F"wba}'

As was the case with the cembat units, ihe servise wmits were
fased with the prebless of an insuffisient nwmber of persoansl, s short-
age of adequately trained personnel, and an insufficient nusber of wnite

to mest the operatiomal demsnds. In some lns sonnel. had to
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be drawa from tactisal units--as the only source—tis srsate service
units fer immediate use. In addition, s considerable drein oa the
availableo wlisted men was ciused by ths necessity fer staffing hase
uatllom, servicing details, snd other sotivities for whieh the existing
tables of organisation made no proviﬁon.” The level of sxperienee,
moreover, of the majority of supply and maintensmee psrsoamel was par-
ticularly low., The enginesring officers of teshnioal umits, sceerding
to Goneral Brett, wers "almost without exneption inexperienced" and
lacked the proper iowledge to "train the maintenance srews or inocul-
¢ate 2 proper appreciation of thelir rnpomibilitiu.‘”
As & partial answer to the problem of inexperiencsed psrsomnal,
Plans were made in March at Headquarters, AAF, te send 3 suffisiet
nusbar of competent civilian personnel to overhaul 50 airersft engines
per month, with resplacement of the civilisns by qualified military per-
sennel 1o be effected when the latter becsms available., Altheugh General
Brett agreed to this arrangement, he reiterated that asserdisg se pest
axperience it was unsatisfactory to mix eivilian and military persoanel
in a war theater. Past axperiente evidently prevailed over the
immndiste need, for plans were changed and General Armold notified
General Brett that qualified snlisted men weuld be sent instead of
civilians, though it was nat known when the former weuld be .vumz..."‘
¥hile there wmas no wholesale shipment of civilisn tethaical spesial-
ists to hustralia, s small number of factory representatives, sspseially
qualified to supervise work oa certain typms of squipment, feund a
real nesd for thelr services in ths air depot and materiesl waits, In
additisn te their sdvieory and swpervisory dutlies, they managed in most
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cases t¢ train nusbers of inexperienced nen assigned to the units. The
status of the factory repressntatives, however, was never sertain, and
the men met with various kinds of ressptions upen their arrival in
Australis. ¥hen Headquartars, AAF, in May requested additienal] trained
specialisss from the Sparry Gyrosoope Company, the company was relustant
to send out more men until their status was clarified. The experience
of one of their axpert turret engineers in Javs and Australia had in-
dicated that sonma fm. of military status was imperative in order for
the men to be of maximum service and in order for them to have a certain
amount of protection. A semi-official ststus, such as that ejeyed by
correspondents with the armed forces, was suggested, and General Harmod—
ns Chlef of the Alr Staff-~stated that such i standing would be pro-
vided 3’

Apparently there was no immediste clarifiostion of the situwatien,
for one of the spesislists from the Curtiss-Viright Corporatien, who
srrived in Australiz on 8 July 1942, had considerable diffiomity im
extablishing himself with the Army Air Services. He reported that
"they didn't seem t¢ know what faotory representatives were,"¥ Pin.
ally aasigned to the 22d Bosberdment Group at Reld River, near Tewns-
ville, he found that there were no propeller repailr shops amd no
facilities for propeller overhaul in Australia, Later, working with
the 8th Air Base Group at Port loresby, he helped set up a mmall pro-
peller repsir shop, which consisted of "a couple of benches snd a few

hand tools under some cocoanut trees.*37 Otner factory representatives

in Australia were perforsing similar services and wers proving to be

& valusble additien to tthﬂﬂaﬂ personnel.
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As air operztions incressed in the Southwest Pacific Ares, the

sctual number of authorized service and air depot units was found to

- be inedequete, By the middle of April the lst Avistion Squadven (Pro-

» visional ) had been activated and stationed at Laverten Airdreme, for
the purpose of sarvicing transient sirsraft and the alreraft at Allied
Headquarters in Hcl‘nourm.sa ‘The squadron was being mpplied with 30
officers and 20 enlisted men from persemnel then in Australia, when it
was recomuended by War Organization snd Moverent, at Headauarters, AAP,
that the squadron be designated the 370th Materiel Squadren (Rmod).”
Ceniersl Breti, conourring with this recormendatien, soen initiated

- action which resulted in the inactivation of the lat Aviation Squadren
(Provisional) and the activation of the 70th ilateriel Squadron (Redused)

) an 1 liay, with the sams number of personnsl as eriginally plamned.*®

All of this seemingly unnesesssry paper work was nedessitated by the
fact thet—apparently unknown te the air forces in Australis-the title
of "Aviation Squadron® had boen given to units activated in the United
States for a differsnt purpose; consequently, a different nsme had to
be assigned to the new squadran in Auntrnlia.u' In addition to the
. 370th Materlsl 3quadron, there wers elght ether similarly-titled unive
in the Southweat Pacific Lrss, with the comblined personnsl of the aine
squsdrens on 2 Hay totaling 93 offlcers and 2,249 enlisted m.u
The Lth Alr Depot Group, dividing its 41 officers and 617 emlisted
men betwsen three widely separated lecations, was stiempting te carry
out functions which normally would require three such gr'm:qn.":3 To
K . supplement this group-=the only ons of its kind in Australis—General

Brett on 28 April requested authority to sctivate an additionsl greup.
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He was authorised by redio en 1 May to mtivabe the Hesdguerters lﬂ&
Headquarters dquadren, 8lst rAir Depot Group, the Slst Repair Squadron,
and the 8ist Sypply Squadresn, wsing personnel and sguipment slready in
' hustrolia. ¥Five dsys later General Brett sutlined the nesd for »
third sir depot growp, out the request could not we filled wntil later
in the yur.“'
The 4Lth Alr Depot Gromp by the end of April was opsrating at
Footsaray, Viotoris, a central supply depet which ocontrolled the issue
of ail air forae supplies, and in addition the group was operating a
brancis supply Jdepos at Brisbane sad alse at Wagga Wagge, MNew Jouth
Wales, wiere s major repair depot was to he temporarily established.
Work was alse in progress oa a permansnt repair and supply depet st
Tocumwsl. Under the supsrviasion of the group the alreraft erestisn
facilities at Amberley and Gealong were to eontimae in operstion, with
persomasl of the id Materiel Squadron sssigned %o thees dﬂpotl.u
Haviag only the ons air depet grouwp st its dispesal at the end
of April, the Army Air Services had to resert te the use of the eix
\ air base groups as additionpal bransh supply depots. In ascerdanse
with its polisy as stated im Clreular Letter k3-1, the Army Air Ser-
vices assigned air base grevps ‘e certaln arsas "o functisn as advaneed
alr bransh depots te render general serviee ts all tacstical units in
the speeified area.” The groups, thersfore, had t& be able to swrvies
any and all types of aircraft. For example, the 35th Alr Base Group,
assigned to the Townsville area and stationed at Charters Towers, had
. to be able to service the A~20's, A-24's, and B-25's of the 3d Dem-
burdaent Group, the B-2's of y dment Group, the B-17'sy of
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the 19th Bombardment Greup, the P=39's of the 8th Pursult Group, the
. P=-400's of the 35th Pursuit Group, and sny of the odd assortasat eof
- planes used by the transport squadrons.

A similar versatility hed to be develsped by the 22d Alr Base
Group stationed at Archerfield in the Brisbane ares, by the 36th Grewp
stationed at Ballarat in the Melbourns area, by the 8th Grewp astationed
st Maseot in the Sydney area, snd by the L5th Group stationed at Daly
Yaters in the Darwin area, The L5th Air Base Gremp, stationed at

Charl eville, Queensland, was not sssigned to s specific ares, simee
it was the reception unit for all alreraft which were ferried from the
- United States to Australia and was respsnaible for the inisisl inapee-
tion and maintenance prior to delivery of the sireraft to tastical
i units. These assignnents left oaly the Adelaide and Parth aress (Base
. Sections 5 and 6, respectively) without an alr base group, but alr
operations were limited in theee aress. Five small servicing details
were sasigned to the Adelaide area, and twe were asasigned te the Perth
area. In the absence of an air base group, any taotissl ergsnizatisns
which might be sssigned to thess areas were to requisitisn their
supplies from the depot at Footseray. Tsctical organizations in other
areas wers to requisition their supplies from the alr bame group serv-
ing the respsctive u-m.“
Thus, dissecisted from any previsusly-held connsstion with testical
. organisations, the air base groups in Australia werse given the ssmmoth
) teask of rendering a genersl repair, maintensnes, snd teshnical swpply
" . servias for all tactical units im the perticular area to whish the
groups were assigned, and, in prine

», the groups funotioned as if
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the ares commend in Ahstralis were a base command in the United States.
. The hepe was oxpressed in the latter part of April thst peading the
- avallabwility of additional personnel, the air hase groups might be
' able ta coordinnte all metters pertaining te technieal supply and alse
make such repairs as their limited perssniel aad facilities weuld persmis,
including the installation of new ﬂllhll.lﬁ
The officlal Aintegration of supply snd maintensnce units under one
cemmand did not, of eourse, immedistely insure a flaxlessly cperating
organisstion. Whils efforts were being made to set up an autematie
supply system from the United States to Australia (with the fullest
approval of the Army Air Serviess),"® offerss wers alse belng made in
Austrelia to establish satisfactery precedures for the requisitioning
B of swplies. The chlef obetacle in the way of the latier was the ab-
sence of steck lists among coabat uaits. Farts which were requisitiened
by units in Port Moresby, fer example, could not be readily sent from
depets in Australia, since ths requisitiening unit used the manufso-
turers' part numbers and the depots used only their own stosk mumbers.
It was not unusual for a six-sonth pericd to pass before csrtain items
were forwarded from dopot.l.“ In view of such genditiens, it is net
surprising that almost complets dependence was placed on sslvage fer
the supply of spare parts.
in addition to supplying spere parts aad other techniesl items,
the supply units in Australia had smother sajor soneera--the task of

rt

. providing aviation gasoline sad oil, General supervialon was wwrsised

: . by avistion petroleunm o ere in Nelbeurns, et the
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actusl handling ef the fuel and lubricating oil was, naturally, within

the province of both servise snd tacticsl units.’® Perhaps the ship-

- pent of no other iltem from the United 3tates to Australis cansed quite

. so much duplisation of effort as did the supply of aviation fuel. From
the beginning of the war, the need for such fuel in Australlis had been
koenly felt by the air forges. A survey of the situstion sarly in

Jaomary had revealed that the stooks of 100-octsne gasoline in Austrslls

ware relatively small and not located strategloslly. Murthernors, most
of the storsge cuopacity was in the ssuthern part of the sontinent.’d
Bulk shipments from the United States thus had to be unleaded at southern
- ports, while shipments in drums could go to perts nearer the lecstion of
tactical units.
It wae the lecation, rather than the capssity, of the storage
. which caused the greatest difficulty in supplylng the air uniis in
australia.”? Rafl shimment from the southern part of the coentlnent te
the tactleal unite in the north wae almost out of the cuestion, for
every change in rallrosd gauge msant tho pumping of fuel from one tank c.r
into another. Transshipment therefors had to be made largely vis water,
but the situstion called for sn enormous number of fuel drums, Zarly
in Mareh the Air Service Command was endeavoring to collset 100,000
_ heawy galvanized drums from svallable Air Corps stosks for immediste
shipment to Australis.’? It was estimated that beglmning sbout 25 Mareh,
15,000 drums ocould be made avallable every two tuk-.""
- Before sufficimt stores of gamsoline eould be sent from the United
' . States, the sir units in Australia had tc use fuel which was available

- locally--part of which had bemn sent from th rlands East Indies.
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It was soon disoovered, however, that the high aromatic content of the
gisoline caused rapid deterioration of the aircraft tanks, American

production of fuel tanks amd of other mechanical parts which would with-

- stand the sromatics was qu.sf’ In the meantime, while the units in

Australia were suffering the deteriorsticn of airsraft tanks and other

sssential paris, research and experimsntation resulted in a wrkable

selutian tc the problem. It was found that the 20 per cent aromstise

eontent of Australiss fusl oculd be redused by blending it with aay pre-

pertion of American gasolime without harmful cffootl.sé

The requests for aviation fuel by the forses im Australia went

threugh severs) diffeent shannels snd resulted in sonsidersble son-

s fusion snd duplicatisn., During the first few months of the Pacifis war

" the requirements of the BAAF were handled largely through London and

the hritish Petroleum Board or through lend-lesss froa the United Statea.

In additien, sertain representatives of American fusl companies in

Auvstralis frequently cabled theiir Hew York offices the estimated require-

‘ ments of the RAAF, sometimes ineluding those of the American forees in
Australia, and requested agtion, Through the British Petroleus Missien
in Washington, the Office of the Petroleum Coordinator, Foreign Divi-
sion, received estimates of fuel reguirements in Australia, which often
included American requirsments and which resulted in the diversion to
Australis of certain lend-lesss shipmsnts destined for England.”’ In
addition, the Chiefl of the Air Corps was dirscting the supply of fuel
to the Aperican air units in Australia, bhased on their requests made

. directly to headquarters. To add te the confusion, these requests

sometinmes includsd the nesds of the RAAY,
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In February it had been ppinted out that such duplication of sffort
would undoubtedly cause "3 serious drain on the present acute ahoriage
of supplies, inefficioent use of cargo space, mad concentration of
several moaths' supplies in an area with limited storage Iceuitin.ss
Te ocordinate these efforts the War Department made plans to establish
a Joint Aviation Petroleus Coordinating Committee in Australia, whiek,
in liaison wiih the Allled Supply Council, was to ocontrol the receptien,
atorags, allocation, and distribution of aviatien fusl. The commlittes
wes also $0 makke monthly reports on stogk levels to the Alr Hunitions
Assignment Comnittee in ¥Washingten and to the Petrolean Department in
London. Theas ¥wo agencles, working in coerdination, would then direst
the allocation of fuel and advise their respective commands as to the
detaile of the allecation and shipment.’? Until the eomuittes sould
be set up, the Air Service Command cocordinated oconflicting reports of
gamline requirments as received from Australis with reports received
through london by the representatives of the Britlish Petroleum Mission
in Weshington, the mediua of ecordination being the Fetrolemm Frodusta
Allocatien Committes.®0

Aven by midsummer, however, thers wis still a certain amount of
duplication of effort. Iaformetion racelved informally from the
Britisk Petroleum Mission by the AAT in July indlcsted that the Uission
was plaecing requisitions with the Navy for the precurement and shipment
of aviation oll to Australis under lend-lsase and, furthermore, that
the voluse was in the same proportion as the wvolume of oll belng sent
by the Alr Service Cemmand in Lend-lease shipments so Australis.®)
Investigation led %o confirmution of the fact that there was a
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duplication in ths supply of avistien oil. Simce a suffieient amount
of oil was being sent to the Allied ferces in Australia under lend-
lease agrssments through the requisitions of the British Petrolewn
Mission, tha AAF on 8 August notified the British Petrolewm Represents-
tive in Washington that it would immediately disssatiaue shipments of
aviation oi] %o Aumlu.& Thus, sfter eight months of war, the last
wrinkles were smoothed out of the fuel supply situation and a workable
systen was in operation, with comaittees in Washingten, london, snd
delbourne coordinating their efforts. The preblems sntailed in deliver-
ing the fuel %o tactical units, hewever, did not dissppesr, theugh they
were lessened somewhat by the gradual devalopamnt of more orderly pro-
cedures.

Another service which was vital 40 alr opawrstions in the Bouthwest
Pacifie was the gathering and disseminating of weather infermstisn.
Here, sgain, thers was some duplicatisn of effert umtil the American
and Australisn units coordinated tie work of their respective forces.
General Brett in Maroch had requested that 12 hase type weather stations
be provided for the alr forgces in Australia, and 12 wumits of equipment
acoerdingly were packed and held in readiness by the Sigaal Oorps.®3

By the first of April the Directar of Weather, at Hesdguarters,
AAF, hed worked out & plan for weather servios in the Southwest Pasifis,
based wen the military requirements for weather service thare and in
sdjeining sreas, the limited number of technieally trained persomnsl
available, the requirements of other thesters of cperatien, and a
study of the Civil Meteorological Servies in Australia. The plen im-

sluded the activation of a we MeClellan Meld, Calif.,

r
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which would procesd o Australia as s uait and thea disperse o 13
bise statiens. Esch base was te have one officer and 15 enlisted men.Sb
In ascerdence with the plan, the activation of the 15th Weather Squadren
(Regional Control) was autherised on 10 April, after isj. Gm, Dwight
D. Bisenhower, Assistant Chief of Staff, had directed on 1 April that
as soon as pragticable one squadron (regiensl) headquartsrs snd the
necessary cadres for 12 base stations he provided for the Australian
ares.55 0n 135 April, Ma). Jemes Twaddell was notified that he had Ween
designated ss regisaal control officer and that the detailed plan fer
westher service was heing ferwarded t¢ him in Australis. b6

In the measntime, the U, 3. Army Alr Services in Australis had &
total of 10 offlcers and 76 enlisted men who wers acting as weather
cbservers sad forecssters st 19 locstions throughout the ssntizest.?
In addition, the RAAF had a fully organised metesrolegical servize sem-
posed of Australian Army personnel and serving the Army, Navy, and RAAF.
Organised as sn alr force command under a group oaptaln in the RAAY,
the ssivies was compesed of 120 teahnisally trained forseasting effieers
and s number of trained observers, with sdditionsl men whe would be in
tralning until Deswmber 1942. Gmmeral Breit reperted en 14 Nay that
the plan a8 drswns wp by the Direstor of Weather, at Hemdquarters, AAY,
o0ould nos securately be based on the fermer Civil Mestesrelsgloal Sarvise
in Australia, sines the detalls of this service wers mo lenger applissble
to the organisstion then in existence. To supplenst the prejested
15th Weather 3quadroa, Genseral Brett recommendsd that 57 radis eperaters
bs ssat te Australia, sinse the centemplated 19 Amerisan stations wuld
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require radio equipsent and personnel for the intersesption of Australian
synoptic broadcasts. Teletype squipment was requested fer communicstisns
between the satellite stations and the foresssting conturs.“

Tith both the RAAF and the Army Air Services operating weathwr ser-
vices, plans were made in Australls for ecordinating the units uader
Allled headquarters. The plans wers met officially carried cut wmtil
June, Under the resrganiszation the weather staff officer at headquarters,
Army ALr Services, become deputy director of lsteorclogisal Services,
with direct control of the American personnel and squipment threugh the
nermal administpative chennels of the Army Air Services, The assistant
direstor {RAAY) functioned similarly in respect to RAAF meteorological
persomnel through the normal Australian sdainistrative channels. The
field staffs were divided asccording to the Australisn ares system, with
the area metsorological officer (either AAF or RAAF) at esch area
headquarters in command of meteorological service staffs within his
ares and responsible for providing meteorological services st the Area
Combined Hudquart.ors.”

By 14 July both the Northwestern and Rorthsastern Area Msteorological
Servioes had bveen set up, with two officers of the Army Adr Services
acting as ares metecrological efficers. Six statiens werse operating
in the Northwestern Ares and 20 were in the Northeastern Ares, in sddi-

tion to the twe hudqwtorl.m

In the meantime, the 15th ¥eather
Squadren, which hed been sctivatsd in the United States, was belng
bullt up to strength, After seiling on 22 June, the squadron arrived
in Australia on 27 July, to bring substantial reinforosments for the

10 officers and 32 anlisted moen of the
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a8 weskhar observers axxi foresasters im the Nerthwestern end North-
eastern a.run.'n

In connestion with its respensibility for msintensase, swpply,
weather, and other services prerequisite for the effestive eperation
of w: &le fores in Australia, the Army Air Servises playsd a large
part ia the develspment and maintensnse of suitable airdromes and Lland-
ing fields in the Soutiwess Fasific Ares. The sntire progrma of air
bass projeots wmas delayed by the lack of proper tools and squipment,
the scareity of local labor, end the lack of sufficiemt eaginesring
aviation battalions.”® The 808th was the enly suwh bettalica in
buatralis. Compesed of 23 oificers and 816 enlisted men, the battalien
in May was engaged in coustructing airdromes st Katherime, Northem
Tarritor:r.”

In the latter part of March, a memsh before the erganisstien of
the Army Air Serviess; a survey of the air base situstion had been
soawwhat discsursging.’® The existiag faeilities were 50 wasatisfes-
tory--especially fer heavy bombardaent sireraft——and she demads for
additional bases were sc gresat that am early beghming ef extensive
sperations was almest sut of the questisn, #ith a eemparatively small
force of bombers to sover tite expansive aress in Anstralis, General
Brett had $0 devies & plan of air bases whish would fasilitate the
sovesont, of foroes frea one sestion of the soxtinent te sscther. Bines
there was the constant threat of enemy attask fresm beth the mirtimess
and northeast, sirdremes were being bullt se that eash of these aress
ecould be reinforced by the total number of unite assigoed 46 tiwm ether

ares. Such s plan, in brief, f the alr
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schalon of & squadren from its ground echelom and the organization ef s
system of airfidlds and bases for sach sjuadron im both areas.’?

Under this system of sliernate airdromes the air base groups had
definite responsibilitiss. Aesording to the plan as reported by General
Drett uu B Muy, each ocombat unit in the lertheastern ares, for sxample,
would be definitely assigned sn alternste airdrome in the Northwestern
irea. In order for a wiuit %o begiz operations immedietely upon arrival
at its slternate field, the arsa air basse group was glven the respon-
sibility of preparing and ssintalning the sirdroms. Upoa receipt of
word thaet the unit was woving in, & "maintensnce task force®™ would
proceed at once o the alternste field and would be equipped and pre-
pared to maintein the visiting air echelon for a period of two weeks.
All movements and the handling of ssmunition, fuel, spare parts, and
other necessary suppliss, were ooordinated in conformity with this
general plan. The operstien of Lombardmeat ailreraft, of eourse, in-
wolved the uss of advanced sfrdrenas, mest of which had besn selected
and were sither in operation or under eonstrustion at the beginning
of m.76

In addition to those in the advanced sone sni in the Noriheastarn
and Northwestern sress, airdromes were also being construeted in the
Westorn, Southern, and Sastern sreas—-—Mars specifically, behind the
industrial centers of Perth, Adeleide, Melbourne, Sydney, amd Erisbane,
in order to acocoumodate bLombardment aircraft in the event of snemy
sttack on such centers. The plar of defense alse included the sire-
tegic location of fialds for light besbardment and pursuit alreraft.
in the Derwin and Tovnsvills arss

for exaapls, & series of pursuit
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airdromes had been prepared within a 60-mile radius of the towms,
Behind these fields were being prepared the light bombardment fields.
Beyond this line the heavy bombardment fields were located. But all
of the fislds wers being censtrusted o as to handle the heavisst type
of airoraft, with 5,000 feat of graveled runway» being the minimom
r-quiru-nt"n
It was expested, upon the completion of all prejected bages and
advanced airdromes, and the installastlien of the desired squipasnt and
persoinal, that all of the bombardmsnt greups ssuld be moved %0 sny one
area upon 2 hours' notice end ceuld begio operations immediately. In
additien, the nusber and lecatien of the ajirdromes would mmke pessible
the scsommedation of reinforosments of froa 10 to 15 bembardmeat youpo."
This was the idesl situation, of oourse; it was the goal tewsrd whioh
the Allied Air Fercoes were working in the spring of 1942, but many more
months were required for the completion of all the airdromes, the in-
stallation of the equipaemt, and the sccumilation of persomnel trained
for opersting the fields, Unquestionably, the petuliar mold of organisa-
tion for swpply snod maintenance services in the Southwest Pacific Area
was determined largely by the necesssary mobiltty of the air forees; and,
although the system did not fumction perfectly, it nevertheless pro-
vided the foundation for mors sxtensive air sperations.

 d
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CHAPTER VIZ
OPERATIONAL EXPERIENCE

In she spring of 1942 the Allied forves in the South and Seuth~
west Pacifis, still in the prosess of organisation and sstablishaent,
eonstitutad only a petential—not an actwale—threat to the enemy.

The reinforesment of New Zesland, New Caledonis, the New Heurides,
and she Fiji Islasads, as well as Australis, was a part of the Allied
strategy of preparing bases for the lsunching of strong offensive
moves against the Japsnese. If ihe enexy had any ocne main objective,
it was te prevent this petentiality from devaloping into s reality.
The Lfirst step in carrying out sueh an cbjective involved an atteapt
to cut the lines of cemmmisation between the United States and
Australlis by ocqupying the islands t0 the northsast and east of
Australis.

With the soutiward advance of the snemy, it became increasingly
spparent that the newly-established beundary between the South amd
Soutiwest Pacific aress provided s tactical dissdvantage for the
A1lied commanders. Binse the natural line of snmmy advance was not sn-
compassed in one ares or the other, the situation demsmded a high
degres of ooordinstion betiween the two Alliad commsnders, General Mso-
Arthur in the Southwest Paoific and Admirsl Ghormley in the South
Pagific. EKven before the formal sstablishment of the two arsas, how-
sver, ths American foreces in Australis had socperated in the trane-
shipment of the task foroe sent from the United States te New Caledenis

1
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in February. Small numbers of iroops under General Macirthur's

107

command, including esrtain alr force units, wers to be sent to several
. island garrisons to the sast of Australia during the spring ef 1942.
- Because of the importance of New Caledonia on the right flank of

any defense against an enexy advance toward southeast Australis, General
Macirthur was requested by General Marshall in the latter part of
April to take immediate steps to provide air support for the Amy forces
on New Caledonia, under the somnand of Brig. Oen. Alexander M. P;tch.l

* One squadron of the 38th Bombardaent Oreup (M}, them in Australlas,
was designated for transfer to Gensral Patch's comnand, but the flying
schelon of the squadron waz still in training in the Unlted 3States

- and was not expscted to be sent to the South Pacific until the first
of June or until its training was completed and its full egquipment

; "as suppli.od.a In the meantinme, aerial protestion for ths forces on
Nex Caledonia had to be limited to whatever assistance the Allied Alr
Forces, concentrated on the east coast of Australis, could provide.

. In the opinion of General Macirthur, it was too late—as well as too

dangerous--to make any dirsct reinforcement attempt from Australia,

in view of the snamy concentrations to the north.3 Aetion was sxpe-

dited, however, in preparing the ground eshelom of the boabardment

squadron for transfer to New Caledonia; and on 17 May approximately

208 men coaprising the $9th Squadron of the 38th Boabardmeni Group,

. with its attached ikth Flatoon of the LA5th Ordnance Cempany (Aviation),

ssiled from Brisbane, carrying thelr unit squipment with thn.h
. Included in the same » of the 70th
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Squadron, 38th Boabardment Group, with its attsched Hesdquarters Sectisn
of the i45th Ordnance Company (Aviation), destined for reinferdememt
©f the American gerrison in the Fijl Islands.” The Fijis were being
used as an siroraft steging area and as ¢ maval anchorsge., Because
of thelr importance as a 1ink betwsen Australia and the United States,
these Lslands were subject o stiemy ralds as well as to sttaoks by major
forces. MNew Zoaland had aceepted responsibility for the defenass of
Fiji soon after the baginning of the war in Furepe and by May 1942
had stationed spproximately 10,000 troops on Viti Levu. At this time
the total U. 8. Army forces there conaisted of 25 pursult planes and
600 men, ineluding personnal for operation and maintensnce of airdromes
at Nuﬂi.b

To previde for the relief of the New Zesland foroes sad to insure
the continued holding of thess sirategic islwids, the United 3tates on
13 May sssumed responsibility for their defenss and immedistely initiated
action to send strong reinforcements to the islands. Under the joint
Arsy-davy plan spproximstely 15,000 men of tha 37th Divisisn wers to
begin movement fros the west ooast of the United States in s six-vessal
convoy about 17 May. Also scheduled for eventual shipment te the Fijis
were 1,600 Army wervice troops, Naval ferces totaling 1,800 (1,500 fer
air base detail, ineluding personnel for one sireraft carrier growp
snd for 25 YPH seaplanss, and 300 for local defense of ships and ine
stallations), and the flying schelon of the 70th Bombardment Sawsdron
(which was expected to arrive during July).” '

With the gradusl sstablishment of strong American ferses in New
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Caledonis, the New Hebrides, and the ¥iji Islands, the prospects of
holding the lines of comrunication between Australia and the United
States--and consequamntly the eutlook for the forcss in Australis—
becane much brighter. Only by holding these islands could the Anerigans
be assured of the coatinued use of the éout.h Pagific ferry route. To
make the Allied pesition even Rors certain, heowever, a joint Army-Navy
plan was instituted for reinforeing Yongatabu, 500 miles ssuthwest of
Samoa and southernmost Laland of the Tongs group. Se long as the line
New Culedontia-Piji-Samon was held, 1t was improbable that Tongatatm
would be attacked by a major enemy force; but the base could bes of
extreas strategic importance as an altarnate staging pednt on the
South Fecific ferry route, as a fuel base and protocted anchorage on
the supply line between the United States and the Southwest Pagifie
Area, and as an cutpost Preventing enemy attacks from the south on
the Fijis and Suon.s It was therefors planned that Aray troops
totaling 292 officers, 6,189 enlisted hen, and 52 nurses, and Naval
force19 totaling 83 efficers and 1,685 enlisted men would sall frem
the United States about 4 April, while air foree units totaling 58
officers and 606 enlisted men wers to be taken from the Ameriocan
forses in Australia and Wlaspatehed in order te arrive at Tongatabu
by 15 May, These air force unite were to be ascampanied by 25 P-i0X's
and equipment and supplies sufficient for 30 days! opamtim.m

While the Americans were thus strengthening their lines to the South-
west Pacific Area, the Japaness wers intenzifying their sfforts threugh-
out the area, pouring more reinforcements into gertain of their positions
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in the Netherlands Sast Indics, en the northeastern ¢oast of New Guines,
on Kew Britain, and in the northem 8¢1mm.n Japaness planes were
oconstantly patrolling arcund Broome amd Darwin and wers ocbserved as far
inland as Alice Springs. ZEnemy submarine and alr patrols wers slso re-
ported off Sydney, Melbourns, Tasmania, Adelalde, axd l"ort.h.12
Prematurely, but nsvertheless indicative of the trend of events,
Forelgn Kinistsr Togo on 23 April was reporied as telling his people
to "tighten belts” in antisipation of the Allied countor-ottondu.w
The Allied Air Forves in the Southwest Pacifie, however, wers in neo
position to begin an offensive; as & matter of fact, they wiére barely
able to provide the necessary serial defense of Australia and of the
strategio base at Port Moresby, Befors any offensive could be launched,
the Allies had to develop & system of air intelligence which weuld re-
veal every enemy move in the maters arouad Australls and ia the Bis-
marek Arohipelage. In the sbssnes of photographlc squadrons, the
i0th Reconnaissanas Synadren of the 19th Bombardment Group, operating
out of Townsville, had performed most of the photographic and resonnals-
M sance work for the American and Australian forees and also for the
naval task foross in that m.u B-24's, with their greatsr range,
would have besen much more sultable thean the B-i7's for proper recon-
naissance of the vast mreas surrvunding Australia, but the former
planes wers not immediately available to the forces in the Southwest

Pacific .15

ie aguadrons had bsen

aw

. The need for properly equipped photogr
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urgent sinos the days of the fighting in Javs, but such units were

‘” only in the training stage in the United States. S3hortly after the

- outbreak of war the Director of lihotogrnphy at Headguarters, AAF,

.- upon his recommendation, was given 10O P-38's which were to be modl~

5 fied by the installation of cameras. A training progrem was set up
at Colorado Springs, and the advancs flight of the first unit to dbe
ready for opsrations was sent to Autralia.u Flight "A" 5f the 8th
Photographic Sguadron was ordered to San Freneisso port of embarkatioen
on 26 Pebruary and left the United States during the week of 11 lhroh.l7
Pour P-i's (P-38E's modified with cameras and two additienal 75-gallon

> tanks) were shipped to Australla, and after sreetion they were sent to

ths Townsville area whers Flight "A", after arriving on 7 April, was

s 18
. preparing for operations.

. Within nine days from the time of its arrival the Sth Photographic
" Sjuadron was in oporat.ion;m but, for a umlt which eventually was to
l prove of inestimable value to the Allled Aly Forses, the aquadron had

a decidedly unpromising and inauspieious deginning. After 10 days the
unit had not made one successful photographie flight. Ome P=38 wmas
nissing in flight, snother had crashed in & foroed landing after the
failure of an sngine, and the sther two planes were constantly having
carburetor and electricel t.rmblc.zo Furthersore, the 75-gallen tanks

) wore hardly sufficient for providing the long range necessary in the

. Southweat Pacific Area. Tanks of the 150-gallon droppable type wers

- being developsd in the United States, but it was Dot known when they would

. . be perfscted and mads lvdhhlc.n

The situstion resolved itself intc virtsally "a one-man show,"
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with Maj, EKarl Polifia teking his F-i, "Faintin® Floozie," on
almost dally f1i-hts froe Townsvills to Part Yoresby (approximately
620 nautical miles) and then to Rabaul and bmck to Townsville, a
round trip of approximately 2,266 miles. Fli:zht "A* had to operate
alone until it was joined on 27 July by the remsinder of the 8th
3quedron, which had arrived at Brisbane on 16 July after sailing
from the United States on 22 June, For more than three months,
then, Flight ®A', under the cosmand of Major Polifka, sarried out
daily reconnaissenes flights, which included the routine morning
"wilk run" to Rabeul and the photographing of every enemy airdrome
along the northern coast of New Guinea..zz Photo interprastation de-
tachwents immedietely disseminated the information gained from these
photographa, which, of courss, were more accurate than any pilot's
obaervations could bo.23 In sddition to the regular photographing
of eneny alrdromes and enemy movements, Flisht "i* a)so undertack
the systematic trimetrogon mapping of New Britain and New Guinege-
a long-range project which began with certein priority uu:.u
Flying alone and unarmed in the faoe of threatened and astual enenmy
interception, the pllots of the 5th Photographic Squadron becans the
eyes of the foroes in Australls and carried out their routine missions
with monotonous rezularity--nissions which were not publiocised bmt
which nevertheless were indispensgble to the ccmbat units in the
Southwest Pacific,

The growing need for photographic units in all theaters led to a

reorganisation of reconnaissanee aviation in the Army Air Forses.
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On 9 April all existing reconnaizsance aquadrons wers redesignated

as bombardment squadrons and assigned as the fourth bombardment squadron

of thelr respective groups, and the photographic ssction in sash re-

- gonnaissance squadron was to be tranaferred to the group headquarters.
Each air force was to be assigned a photographic group, consiasting of
one mapping squadron, twe photographic squadrons, and a group head-
quarters sguadron. This expanded program called for the activatioa
of six photographic groups between 1 July and 31 December 1942, but
it was not until Decewber 1943 that the 8th Photographic Squadren was
assigned to the 6th Photographic Group in Auat.nlh.zs

Under the recrganization the 18th Reconnaissance Squadron, of the

K 22d Bombardzent Group (M) at Townsville, became the L08th Bombardaent

Squadron {M); the 15th Resonnaissance Squadron, of the 38th Bambardaent

Group (N) at Ballarst, became the 405th Bombardment Syuadron (M); the

13th Reconnaissance Squadron of the 43d Bembardment Group (H) at Laver-

ton, became the 403d Bombardment Squadron (H); and the 4Oth Recomnais-
sance Squadron--the famous *Kangarve 3yuadron--of the 15th Bombardment

Group, became the L35th Bombardment 3Squadron (H).:I26 All hesavy bom-

bardnent syusdrons in combat condition, homever, continued to fly patrol

and reconnaissance missions, supplementing the work of the 8th Fhoto-
graphis Squadron.
Allied asrial reconnsissance during the first week of May was pre-

" sponsible for the discovery of a formidable Japanese flest in the

Coral Sea—-a discovery -h;oh Jed to & decisive air and naval battle

3
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and resulted in s major set-bask for the Japsness foroes. On L Kay

a sissble meuy force moved into the port of Tulagl in the southesstern

Solomons end quickly overcams the small Allied forces. Allied air-

oraft, however, in an attack on the Jipsnese naval forcs, sank &

light srulser, two destroyers, four guntoate, and & supply ath.z?

Having secured their flank position as & prelisinary step toward s

larger operstion, the Japanese bagan thelr next move westward through

the Coral 3es. Hers, on & May, planes of the i35sh Bombardmsat Squadrem,

. on armed reconusissance missions out of Port Moresby, first eontacted
units of the enemy fleet.?8 Moving in seven groups, rather than in
one, the large fleet was reported to conslst of 2 alrcraft carriesrs,

. 7 cruisers, 17 destroyars, 16 wnidentified warships, 2 submerines, 1

- submarine tender, snd 21 transport ships.??

- On the basis of information forwarded by reconnaisssncs anits,

Allied naval ferces moved into the area and on 7 and 8 May were
attscked by eneny planes in the vicinity of the Loulsiade Archipslage.
While 23 Japansse planes werse belng shot down in this area, Allled
carrier-based planes and all the long-range aireraft which corld be
assembled on the northeast oocsast of Australias were engaged ia bombing
the main units of the Japaneae fleet. This phase of the action resulted
in the sinking of one mexy aircraft carrier and one hsavy erulser and
the dsmaging of one additional ship of each typo.’o On 9 May the

- remaining enesy ships were observed withdrewing te the nerth. Through-
. out these operations Allled planes, topping-up at Pert Merssty, sen—

" . tinued to attack wneay s sllations along the merthem
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New Cuinea coast and sucoeeded in sinidng additional ships. Besides the
19th Bombardment Oreup and soms ef the fighter squadrons, the 22d and
3d Boahardasnt Oroups also partidipated. In additien to workiag out ef
Port Moresby agminst enexy naval and lsnd targets, the 34 Greup ran
patrols from Charters Towers east toward New Caledonla from ths first
of ¥ay until the end of the Coral Sea actien.n

The total snemy losses from this action, as reported con 18 May, in-
cluded 1 aircraft carrier, ) submarine, 1 heavy cruiser, 2 light cruisers,
2 destroyers, L gunboats, snd 2 transporta; in addition, an enemy air-
eraft earrier, submarine, light erulser, and transport vsssel were damaged

™~

and over 100 alrcraft dut.royod.aﬁ The American airoraft carrier Laxingion
was lost in the action, along with 1 tanker, 1 destroyer, and 66 plmn.”
Throughout the engagemsnt thers was rno contact betwesn the opposing naval
units; the action was confinsd to contact between the Japenese and Allied
air forces and betwean the air and naval forces.

Commenting on the part of the Allied Air Forces in the Coral Sea
action, General MacArthur expreseed the opinien that complete soordina-
tion was attained with the naval fonu.u The coordination, however,
seens to have besn on the coxmand rather than on the operational level,
for some of the planee from the Allied Alr Forces bombed certain
American navel units largsly because the airman had no informatien
as to the pesition ef the unitl.” In addition to participating
in the actual engagement, however, the land-based planes carried
out extensive reconnaissance of the Solemons area from New Ireland south-

eastward to the eastern bo of the Southwest Pacific Area; in addition
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armed pstrols were flewn slong the New Guines ceast te the Louieiade
lslands, thenos westward te Port Moresty; in the Coral Sea srsa west of
Tulegl) threughout the Bismarek Apohipalago; ssress the meuth of the

Gulf of Carpeataris; and im the Darwin area. Operations were hempered
somextiat by unfavershle westher, by the great distamces whioh had to be
Llown (nesessitating the wse of bemb bay tanks), by the abseuse of

fighter protestien for bombers, and by the unsultabllity 0'1' high-altituds
bombing against moving targets. Perhaps the shief vperstional lessen
from the Coral Sea engagment was that high-altitude bombing by individusl
sirplanes against weving Largets was oaly partially effestive snd *mt
econonic frem thesquipment stsndpoint.® While thls was a long-eataklished
principle in AAF tschnique and tacties, the emsll number of Sembers which
‘General MacArthur eould put inte the air at one time mede patiern bewd-
ing prastically impossible.3® )

Despite the reperted covrdinstion betweea the Allied Air Ferces and
the naval forses of the South Pasific Ares during this engagement, the
fact remained that the foress in Australis were hampered in sy skt enphs
to opsrate with naval forses, largaly besauss of & laok 3f infermtion
on the location and plams of the latier. Genarsl Roywe, in s perssasl
letter to General Hormon on 25 May, sumarized the lthmthm”

%e do net know where Naval veseals are, . . . what they esn-

template doing, ner whems all we know i that ssmetimes,

with only a few heurs natice, we spre ssked to cosparste

in some Naval cperstion. . . . ouwr siriking ferve is oww
located along the railroad line from Townwville %o Glon~
. » Thie nesessitates fiying the aireraft Vo Mereshy
for topping up before they can depart on the raid and fip-
ing that same distance bask after the raid, This distamse
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varies from 600 to 800 xiles. It means that we are using
from 3 to 5 hours fuel each way before the airplane ever
starts on a mission. Thls also means that the airplanes
miat be flown to Morosbhy so as Lo arrive at dusk the day
before the start of any scheduled mission. It is frequently
imposaible, therefore, to comply with Navy requests as they
do not give us enough time to get to the topping off on the
previcus evening.

It was believed at Headquarters, AAF, that the most appropriats
ramedy for this situation would be ths enlarging of the Southwest
Pacifiec Area to encompass the entire Melameasian group and to include
the Santa Cruz Islands, the New Hebrides, New Caledonia, and New
Zealand. Such a move seemed logical, inasmich as any offensive opera~-
tion from Australia against the islanda to the north and northeast
would require concurrent action against enemy installations in the
lover Solomon: and would thus invelve action from the air ferce
units based on New Caledonia and the New Hehridu.aa No change was
nade, however, in the boundary lines of the Jouth snd Soutlmest Faclfie,
since this possibility had ailready been thoroughly disoussed and in
the cpinion of OPD there was no chance of recpsning the issue at that
time. It was also believed inadvisable to have instructions issued
to the Navy Department for closer coordination with the air units in
Australia, since General Marshall was "handling the larger question
of Army and Navy cooperation poraom.lly."”

The action in the Coral Sea had demonstrated—even if iaperfectly--
that the Aliled forees in the two aresas could cperate togsther. The

achievement of closer gsoordinatiom was to be a matter of time. This

Corsl Sea action, representing the thwarting of a major enemy attempt
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to land invasion forees on the southern coast of New Guinea, hed
also emphasized the nesd for gremter ssrial strength in the Southe
weat Pacific Area, The enemy obviously was determined to take Port
Moresby--the key to Allled defense of northern Australia and the
steppingestone for Allled offensive operations throughout the Bismarek
Arehipelago. The tempo of amsrial operstiona esntered on this plvotal
point was rapidly increasing, for on eight of the 12 days preceeding
7 Nay the Japanese oarried out heavy air attacks on Port Eoresby. In
the same pericd of 12 days, on the other hand, the Allies staged 12
raids on Japanese installmtions along the northern coast of New
Guinea, centering their atteation upon the airfields at Lae and
Salanaua.

Rabaul, with its several Japanese airdromes and concentrations
of shipping, was also receiving its share of attention. Froa the
first alleAmerican raid on Rabsunl on 23 February, this snexy stroog-
hold had been one of the most consistently bombed targeis in the
Southwest Pacifie. For several months the ;(35th Squadron was the oaly
unit in Australia equipped to carry out such attacks. Becsuse of the
great distances involved, the bombers had to fly without fighter pro-
tection, Typical of + .ese sttacks was the one announsed by Genersl
lapArthur's headquarters on 5 May, when it was stated that Brig, Oen,
Mertin F, Seanlon had personally lsd & raid by B«17's which left Rabeul

*gtrewn with blazing mckage.'l.o Actually, this mission, which took

place on L Nay, was not exscuted as

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

recuently happened~-




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

19

weather interfered with the completisn of the objestive at Rabaul.
On the return trip, howsver, Lae airdroms was attacked, with all bosbs
hitting the target area and leaving three enemy planss burning en the
ground.
On 5 May another flight took place in the Southwest Pacific, but
this action received no publicity. It was a last desperste attempt to
carry supplies inte the Philippines by air. In & B-17 loaded with mortars,
ammunition, and other supplies, Capt. Alvin J. Mueller and It. Paul E.
Cool, of the 435th Squadron, flew to Valencis Fleld on Mindanao, hoping te
svacuate more personnel after unloading the carge. For thres hours they
sircled the territory but dould get no signal; sfter running into thunder-
storms, the plane had to lesvs the area without landing. Mest of the
nortars wers throwm out to lighten the plans, but the fliers wers foroed
to land in a lagoon, whers they mere rescued by submarine ou 10 m.u
By this time the outnumbered, hungry, and exhausted forcec under Lt. Cen.
Jonathan Walnwright had surrendared to the Japansse after 28 days of
fisry dogo.m' The resonquest of the Pnllippines thus becams an sven
aere remote possibility. The imsediate task at hand was the halting of
the Japanese advance through New Guines, New Britain, and the Selomons,
and the holding of Australia as 2 bass for future offensive operations.
While no attempt can be made here to give even a partial account
of Allled air operations during the spring and early summer of 1342, &
fen facts can ba reviewed to show samewhat the nature and extent of
operations, s well asz the performance of materiel and men in the

Southwest Paclific Area. For the the Azsrican units of the
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4111ied Air Forces were slow in reaching a stage of combat rsadiness,
nither becauss of the lack of planes and facilities or becauss of the
lack of fiying personnel. The 43d Bowbardment Group (H) and the 38th
Bombardment Group (M}, for example, had only thelr zround echelons
throughout this period, The first combal crews of the 43d Group did
not begin to arrive until July, snde-according to Maj. C. H. Diehl,
commanding officer--the group was not able to begin combat operatlons
until luguat.LA

The air echelon of the 38th Group waz originally acheduled to
move 10 Australis shortly after the ground schelon, which left the
United Statea on 31 January.LS At the last minube orders wers changed,
moving the 201 officers and 198 enlisted men comprising the combal
crews of the group (69th, 7Cth, and 7lst Uombardment Squadrona and
15%h Recornalssance 3quadron) from 3en Francizco port of embarkation
to Patterson Fleld, Ohio, for an Intensive training period of ap=
proximately one month before proceeding to Australia.46 Four days
after these orders were issued, they wers amended tc include only
171 officers and 57 enlirted men, with each crew consisting of one
officer pilot, one officer co-pilot, one officer nmavigator, and one
enlisted crew chief. The remaining members of the combmt crews were
to move Lo Australis in compliance with the original Instructions.
On 3C larch, however, it was further ordered that the remaining com=
bat crew nmexbers be unloedsd at once and moved to Fatterson Fleld for
temporary dut,y.47

In the moantime, the copbet esady arrived

e m—pr———
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st PatSerson Fleld were having their troubles with the B~26. Funda~

S mental defects in the design of the plane and the resulting mainte-

. nance problems were rapidly weskening the pilots' faith in thelir planss.
Col. Robert D. Knapp, who commanded the 38th Group from its astivatiom
date until it reached the port of smbarikation, was of the opinion that
production of the B~26 should be stopped unless its maintenance and
flying characteristics could be improved. In one three-day parioed in
March the 38th Group had seven ascidents with the B~26; and, acoording

- to Colonel Enapp, the combat crows were becoring so "jJittery® from the

many aceidents among welli-trained pilots that they had diffisuliy in re-

laxing while flying and were thus more likely to maks fatai -intaku.“
The 38th Oroup, accldents and jittery nerves notwithstanding, con-
tinued with its training, whioch on 6 April was sxpected to be com—

. pleted by the middle of Kay.w Further delays, however, wses o ensue.

On 12 April, AAF approval was given to recommendations made by a

special board of officers who had conducted a formal inquiry imto

the B-26 dilemms. In accordance with the findings, all B~26's in the

United States were grounded, pending specific relesse for flying and

under such rutriction; as night be issued by the Materiel Command.

The 57 B-26"s then being used by the 38th Group at Patterson Fleld

mo t5 be modified at the sarliest practicable date, incorporating

. all the changes recommended by the special bo&rd.m

. The 38th Oroup continued its medium bomber training in B-25's

and the date for movemsnt to Australia was set for June. Orders were

! . issued, in the meantime, for 87 enlisted men of the group to enter

gunnery training schoels on 16 lhy.sl On 18 Kay the combat erams
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of the 69th and 70th Squadrons were relieved from assigoment to the
forges in Australia and were designated for eventual movement to New
- Caledonia and the M ji Islands, leaving only the air echelons of Head-
- quarters and Headquarters Squadron, the 71lst Bombardment Squadron, and
the 15th Reconnalssance Squadron {redesiznated the 405th Bomberdment

Squadron) to be sent to Australia. The air echelon of Headquarters

and Headquarters 3quadron, ;rter peing ordered to 3an Franclsoo on
28 June, ssiled on 21 July, ? On 2 August half of the 71at Squadron
departed for Australia in eight B-258's, with the remaining eight
planes and erews scheduled to depart the following day. The 405th
Squadron, with 16 B=25C's, was ordered from Patlerson Fleld and was
scheduled to depert from San Franclsee about 7 1ugust.53 Thus,
{nsofar as combat cperations are concerned, both the 33th Bombardaent
Group (M) and the 43d Bombardment Group (i)} can be disregarded for
their usefulness to the foraes in Australia during the spring and
sarly summer of 1942,

The otL.sr medium bombardment group in dustralias, the 224, Ly
tha latter part of April was squipped with 20 B-26's and 12 3-25'8.5‘
Stationsd in the Tewnsville area and composed of the zd, 19th, 33d,
and 408th Bombardment Squadrons, the group was reported by General
Drett in early May as "doing well in combat," but the planes were unable
to function with one enzine gone and, in addition, certaln mechanical
restrictions forced the planes to operate at low altituden.ss Equipped
with the originsl model B=26, the first squadron of the group started

operations against Japanese in the

early part of April,
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In addition to these land objectives, the group was preparing
to operate against naval targets, Since the B-26 was the only Army
plane in the 3outhwest Pacific equipped to carry torpedoes, one
squadron of the group was in training for torpedo work;gvln ac-
eordance with arrangements completed by the Army Alr Forges with the
Navy Department on 17 Harch, 14 naval officer pilots and nins enliste
od pllots, then in Australis, were to be sttached to the B-26 group
in order to msslst in training the crews in the use of torpedoss,
The Navy was also to attach technical experte to the 224 Group.58

The success of the B-26 mgainst the enemy was attributed by one
group member to the fact that most of the crews were well acquainted
with the peculiarities of the plane; during the practice maneuwvers
in Loulsiana the men had asccumulated a considersble amount of flying
tine, and the ground achelon had learned hox to service the planes
under diffieult circumatances, The initial suceess of the He26
in operations was also partly due to the fact that it was a new
type of aircraft to the Japaness fliers, who had to expsriment with
various angles of approach before finding one which they believed to
be advantagecus, Seasoned pilots were snthusisastic about the speed
and mensuverability of the Be26; in later models heavier armament
was installed, giving the plane added protection.s9 Becauss of the
agintenance problem, however, and other difficulties encountared in
the operation of the plane, by August of 1942 no more B-24's were
scheduled tc be sent to the 3outhwest Pacifidgbo but the 224

Bombardment Group had n record for
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itself in B«264 operatlions against the Japsanese,

The othar medium bonbardment tyve in this theatere-the Bel25e-
was being used extensively by the 3d Bombardmont Croup (L), along
with {ts dwindling supply of A~24's. This group, after abserbing
the pemnants of the 27th 3ombardment Group (L) in Yareh, had been
able to carry out its first mission on € Aprile-s successful
attack on the landing strip at Gasmata, lew Britain--although some
of the more sessoned pilots of the former 27th Group hed begun to
carry out missions from Fort lioresby on 1 April, with their A-24's
asaorted by the P-40's of the 75 Fighter Squadron (RAAF). By the
middle of the mouth the group had flown iis new B~25's to the Phil-
ippines for the two-dsy attack on enemy shipping and instellations.
Compoced of the 8th, 13th, €9th, and 90th Squadrons and stationed at
Charters Towars, the group performed numerous reconnaissance, petrol
and mnttack missions out of;Pbrt toresby, sometimes with fighter escort
but more ofte unescorted.Jg

Aacording to the experisnce of the 3d Group, the B«25 praved to
be a satisfactory combat plane, ita chief disadvantage being the lack
of compromise between voab load and ruol.63 Modifications were being
nade in the United 3tates, however, which improved ths combat velue
of the B-25; and the B«25C's which were ready for ferrying in July
were equlpped with torpedo attachm@nts.6¢ Leas satlsfactory was
the A=24 dive bomber,éwhich had too short a range and was especlally
vulneravle to attack. ’ Sinos the plane was originally designed for

uss on an aircraft oarrisr, little effort wan being made in the
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66
United States to meke it suitable as a land-based plane.

When no longer available from the United States, the A-2, was
replaced by the 4-20A, 42 of which were scheduled for ghipament to
dustralia during Hh:eh.67 Considerable difficulty was encountered
by the 3d Bombardment Croup in getting the 4-20's into operationm.
The two fundamental weaknesses of the plane weres insufficlent
range and s insufficient forward firing power. In May the group
began to make modifioations which eventually eliminated the weak-
nesaes of the plane, VWork was started on au experimental basis at
Charters Towera to add four .50-cal. guns to the four ,30-cal. guns
which were alreedy installed in the nose of the plane., Before the
sxperiment could be completed, Bhops were set up at dmberley Field
to make the installations. 7The range of the A-20 was increased dy the
use of two 450-gallon bomb bay tanks. A period of approximately
three months had to pass before the planes could get into operationm,
for in addition to the time required for modifications, mucgatlno
was consumed in waiting for the mrrival of necessary parts.
tambers of the 3d Bombardment Sroup succinctly described this exas-
perating situation as follows: "“No guns, and finally guns but ne
aole?oida, solenoids and no brackets, brackets and no chargers, and so
on.“cg In the mweantime, pllots were being brained in the use of the
new guns and in the general handling of the A-20,

Like the 224 and 3d Bombardment Groups, the 19th Sombardment

Group was located in the lggnsville area and, except for the 435th

»
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3quadron, was sorewhat alow in gettinz into operation, After reorganiiz-
ing at Melbourne, the 28th, 30th.and 93d Squadrons had completed their
move to Clonpurry in Queenaland by the latter oart of April, although
advance units of thess aquadrons were earrying out a few patrol missiona
by the middle of the month.7° Toppingeup at Hdorn Island or Port ioresby,
the B~17's on bonmbing miasions were frequently unable to hit their tar-
get because of unfavorable weather, a condition which could not be
asosrtained before a satisfactory system of meteorological service was
sstablished., According to Jenersl Brett, up until Hay the group had
besn prevented from making a good record because of the lack of spare
parts and tools and beeause of the "burned ocut" condition of the come
bat crews who had participated in the Philippine and Jave uetion.71
In the face of taese difficulites, the 19th Group earried out slmost
daily patrol or bombing missions, despite the fast that some of the
squadrons were able at times to get only one plane into the air,
In Kay the 934 Squadron and part of the 28th Squadron moved to Long-
reach, while tha 30th Squadron remainsd at Cloneurry and the 435th
Squadron was atill at Jarbut Fleld, Townsville., The units remained
substantially in these locatlions until 24 July, when the entire group
-«with the exception of the Li35th Squadroneemoved to Merssba in northe
orn Quesnsland. Throughout this period the 19th Group carried the
entire heavy bombardment burden in the Southwest Pacifie Area and,
through several group and numsrous individusl citations, becams one
of the most honored units of the Argy Alr Forcel.72

The thres Aneriosn {ighter groups, slong with the 76 Group of

the RAAF, were engazed in defens
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73
duties, and attack missions, A study of the operational experience,

needs, and losses of these groups, made early in Jay, provides some
revaaling gtatistics on the condition of tnese units and on the
sffects of thelr operations.TL By this time the groups, as a vhole,
were equipped with their allotted number of aireraft, including a
rescrve of 50 pereant, More specifically, the 8th Fighter Group
had 89 P=39'a; the 35th Group had 70 P-4007sy the 49th Group had 70
Po/0'sy and the 76 Group (RAAF} had 81 P-40's, making a total of 310
fighter planes, This number, with the 130 alrcraft in storage,
asssmbly, or en route, mede a total of 440, the exact number required
for 100 per cent T/BA and 50 per cent reserve for the four groups.
The Corel 3ea agtion, occurring at the time these firures were being
compiled, was expacted to cause depletion of all reserve f{ichter
planes by the firat of June.

Operational losses were unusually high. During the 120 days
prior to 8 dgy, there was a loss of 399 fighter aireraft, or an aver~
age.of more than 99 per month, OCertain qualifying {actors should be
taken into consideration, however. In the first place, 30 per cent
of these losses were sustalned in the ferrying of planes and can be
attributed to the inexperience of the pilots. In the second place,
the period included the Java operations, when unusually high losses

wern suffered because of the lack of bases and of supply, repsir, and

msintenance facilities. Accordilni to statistics compiled by the
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British on thelr operational loases, seven aireraft per month per fighter
squadron operating 25 planes wes the average--a figure which wes belisved
to represent more accuratsly the loss under normal combat conditions., Om
this basis, the four fightsr groups in the Southwest Facifie Ares would
requirs a total monthly replacement of B4 planes,

¥hile the three American groups were up to thelr suthorized strength
in airoraft, they were below strength in personnel--both efficer and
enlisted, There was a total shortege of 10{ pilots and 454 enlisted men,
In addition, shree fighter sestor headquarters, then undergoing ree
organization, would require 25 mere officers qualified in fighter soatrol
and intercept plotting, making a total shortage of 129 pllets. The
casualiy rate called for an averaze monthly replacesent of four pllets
per souadron, or a total of 48 pilots.75 The astual casualty rate was
57, rather than /3, but because of the Java operations this figure was
felt to be slightly higher than it would otherwise have been, The fighte
er units then in combat areas were suffering s monthly casuslty rate of
63 enlisted men per squadron, ineluding both fatalities and hospitalisation.
It was found that approximataly 25 per cent of this number would be re-
turned to duty within 30 days, thus leaving & monthly replacement fig-
ure of 45 enlisted men per squadron, or an estimated total of 180
enlisted replacements for sach figchter group in & combat area.

In addition to the specific numbers rejuired to bring the fighter
units up to authorized strength, certsin other factors were found to
be necessary in order to reduce losses and to maintain the highest
morale, training, and oombati efficiency., PFany of the losses had re-

sulted from the neocessity of ugfas in onnsl. 3ince the
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aquadrons arrived in the theater with only cadre strength, they were
filled up with inexpsrienced personnel; and the pressure of the eneny
did not allow time for sufficlent training for combat, Hence, it
was considered essential that all personnel be thoroughly trained
before joining tha fighter unita.76 It was further recommended that
& recreational center for pllots be eatablished in the zone of the
Interior, sinse the operations in the Scuthwest Pacific Area had
tdefinitely proven that a pllot left in the combat area for any length
of tine is a cnnuulty.'77 ldeally, an entire unit would be relisved
from tha combat rone after 30 days of intensive sction. Aectually,
the limited number of fighter units which were ready for operations
in the spring of 1942 did not allow for the immediate establishwent
of a rotation system in thia theater. A final recommendation az a
result of the study of fighter groups was that a ferry command of
sxperienced pilots be provided for ferrying sircraft from the
assembly point to the combat sone,

Fhile the fighter unita, a» a whole, had to opsrate under un-
favorable conditions, the groups neverthelsss turaed in craditable
performances against the Japanese. The 4{9th Fighter iroup, com-
sanded by Col. Paul B. Furtsaith, schioved notable success against
the enemy in the Darwin area. From 7 April until 23 August (the
date of Genersl Royce's departurs froz the theater) the group
downed 64 enemy aireraft, with a loss of only 16 P-Lo'n?; Accord-
ing to Gensral Royee, eredit should be given the 49th Group for twice

this number, for many more Japaneas planes wers undoubtedly loat in
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the 500-mile over-water flizht back to their base, ss a result of

mechaniea) failures, lack of fual, and damages sustained in combat.

The L7th Group had been the first of the three American fighter
groups in Australia to get into operations, moving into the Darwin
ares in mid~Marech, From 17 Yarch to 5 May, the group operated from
several landirg strips, using the standard type of interceptor con-
trol, againat Japanese T-97 type bombera and navy Zero fighters,
During this period, maintenance proeedures vere sstablished and
tactics against the enezy were worked out., Part of the success of
the group was undoubtedly the result of careful maintenance, For
exanpls, svery third night a1l guns were dropped and completely
stripped, oiled, and polished; gun failure was thus reduced to a
minimum, Furthermors, all belted smmunition was unbelted each
night and each round was oiled, polished, ard rebelted; also ell
gun openings were oarefully sealed as a proteciion againat duat
and sand.vg

The frequent enewmy alr attacks on Darwin gave the group ample
opportunity to develop optimum tactics, One of the most successful
engagements with the enemy oceurred on 25 April, when Allied pilota-e
with no loss to themselves--shot down 11 out of 33 planea which.at~
tacked Darwin, One squadron of the 49th Group accounted for 10 of
the 11 planes in this fourteenth raid on Darvin.80 The taetics

which were develoned in such interceptions were determined largely

T
.
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by the characteristics of the P=j0, Because of its slow rate of
climb and inaoility to operate at high levels, the P-40 had to be
ured in hiteanderun taetics against enemy fizhters, Un xll en-
counters with oombers the P-/0's were climbing to meet the ensmy
and were therefors in a poor pesitiom to attack the bombers; In
many intsrceptions the fighters found Japanese bombers at 30,000
feet, 5,000 feot abova t:e operational level of the l’--nw.g1
Attenpts at interception were thus not always successful.,

The 7% Fighter 3quadron (RAAF) was heving a similar expariencs
with the P40, Opernting cui of FPort Moresby, the aquadron by 11
May had desiroyed approximetely 50 enemy aircraft, with a loss Jo.t
only 15 P=40's ard four tilots as & result of enemy astion., A1
P-,0 squadrons in this theater--including those provisional aq.ad-
rons opsrating during the Jave eanpaigne-had maintained an average
of three to four enemy aircraft downed for every P-40 lost, but the
pilots wsre always operating against superior odds and io a fighier
plane which could not always reach the level of eneay aireraft, At
medium altitudes, 10,000 to 18,000 fest, the P=40 was esiimated to
be 40 to 50 miles faster than the Zaro {ihter and was considered
an excellent anti-bombardment fighter; above 18,000 feet, howsver,
the performance was sluggish, The rate of ¢limb, morecver, was conw
sidered tooslow at &1l altitudex, and the wing loading was too high

a2
to allow maneuvering with enemy fighters.

L

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

132

Similar difficulties were encountsred with the F-39, although
this plane was slightly later in getting into combat than the P=-40.
Two American fighter squadrons moved into Port Moresby in late April
to relieve the RAAF units which had besn literally used up in cm\nt..83
On 30 April and 1 May the P=39's of these two squadrons received their
baptism of fire ln combat with the Japanese. Lt. Col. Boyd D. "Buza"
Wagner, who had distinguished himself during the sarly days of the war
in the Philippines, participated in this action and forwarded to the
Commanding General of the Allied Air Forces a full report which repre-
sented the consensus of the pilots partiecipating in the two niuionl.m'
The report is of more than passing interest, for it reveals not only
the actual details of the snoounters, but also the reactions of the
Pllote after thelr first combat, and thelr conclusions as to their own
planes and those of the enemy.

Aceording to Colonel dagner, 13 P-39's tock off from Fort Moresby
on 30 April for s ground strafing mission against Lae airdrome, 180
mlles north. In order to avoid detection the planes made the approach
to Lae from 50 miles cut at ses at a height of approximately 100 feet.
At about 20 miles out, four planes were sent ahead for the purpose of
mgaging the snemy security patrol over the airdrome. The enemy patrol
was drawr off to the sast of the airdroms, and the P-39's sncountered
no alr resistance during the strafing. From the sea approsch the
fighters, flying in 3-3-plans element, atrafed a line of 13 to 15 enemy
bombers, mesting only inaccurate gunfire and antiaireraft fire during

the attask, BSeveral Zeros then appear P=39's from
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above. lssediately dropping the belly teanks mnd opsning the throttles,
- the pilots of the P=39's began to pull away from the enemy planss. Then
. more Zeros appeared, making & total of 12 or 13 altogether. The smbire
~ formation of strafing P=3%'s turned back, mince the feur planes wers
hopalessly sutambered. 'The result was a flerce low-altitude dogfight
(between 50 and 1,00C feet) which vontinged sbout 30 milex dowm the
colast and then baek again. FYour Zeros sad three P-39'a wers shot down,
but all three pilets of the lstter were safe upon landing--sither para-
- chuting or srash-landing on the besah. The Zeros went down in flames,
indiesting the 1ack of leskproof gasoline tanks,2>
On the following day 12 P-39's intercepted a formtilon of 10 enemy
“n G7-typa bombers, ssoorted by 8 Zerxos. The P=39%x, in two waves #f 7
snd 5, attasked the bombers head-en and shot down 3 before the Zwon
sntersd the fight. Two Zeros were then shol down by cannon fire ia
head-on attacks, and one P+39 was shot down in flames,
On both days the Japanese fighter-pilot temmwrk was deseribed as
. ex¢ellent, Apparently flying in & three-shlp stagger formailon, ths
second plane kept a distencs of about 100 yards behind the lesder, whille
the third plane stayed the same distanse bshind the sescond. The Ilights
wers ragged, with all planes saxept the leadsr weaving loossly. Very
definite tacties woers followed in attasks on & single P39, when all
Zeres sxcept one {which attacked from the rear) placed themselves

14

on sither side, even with and siightly above the F~39, in an attempt

to "box* the plane. First cne Zerp ax nother would get inte

- L
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position behind the P~39, firing intermittent bupsts for absut 10 secends,
then zooming up to either alde to bs replaced by the most forward plane
on that side. The firing was lnaccurate especially at long range, while
the P-39 was "roughly slipping and skidding violently" in evasive tactics.
The reactions of the P-39 pdlots after their first engagement with
the onemy were remarkably alike. Most of the pilote vividly reesbered
their first and last "shots,” but few could agcurately reaall what eo-
curred in the interim. Psychologically, the effects of this initial
action wers "consistent--a deep feeling of the sericusness of fighter
¢onbat, and a keen anticipaetiocn for the mext combat mission. All the
pilots, moreover, were “impressed with a thorough respest and admirstion
of the flying cualities of the Zero fighters."
The pilots also made asome discoveries about their own planes. It
was already known, of course, shat the P~39, like the P-40, was not
able to perforz effsctively sbeve 18,000 fest and that its rate of
olimb was slew. The 37-mm. cannon was found to be an axtremely deeireble
weapon, but "bugs” still had to be aliminated; steppages in alr were
Ifrequent and it was diffieult to reload and recharge during eoambat be-
cause of the high loading and charging fo:-w.um.s6 In performance against
eneny airoraft in the two engagements eon 30 April and 1 May, the P-39
was desorided ag excellent and as spproximately 10 per cent better than
the P-40 in every respeot cxcept maneuverablility. The greatest weak-
ness of the P=39 was felt to bes in the lask of rear ammorplats pro-
tection for the engine, whish inersased the vulnerability of the
plane, All the P-39's shot down “"wers the ne and
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. coalant lyatun."m It was Turther discovered that the hydraulie
‘ propsllors threw oll on the windshield, causing peor forwsrd visi-~
. bllity. Immediate attempts t0 etop the oll leakage by the installia-
tion of a new type of gasiet were only partially successful. Qther
cases of malfunctioning were found in the landing gear, noss gear,
and radio nuipmnt.w
Always fighting with the knowledge that their aircraft oould
not compete with the enemy at high altitudes, the fighter pilots
Ain the Southwest Pasific nevertheless used thelr weapcns to the best
. advantage. By the end of May the planes had made much progress
in wresting alr muperiority from the Japaness over FPort Meresby,
although rarely more than 20 planss could be put intoe the sky at
one tiu.” By this time General Scanlon, heading Air Gommand
' Ko. 2, had moved to Fort Meresby and had somewhat revised the use

of the fighter planes. He had abandoned the P=39 atrafing raids en

Lae and Salamaua airdromes, becauss of losses whish ware considered
excessive in the oarly aittacks on these objnuves.% Escort
nissions to these abjectives were also abandoned a» impracticable
{in view of the distance and the inadecuate fuel sapacity), there-
by reducing the fighter operations to patrols and interseption eof
snmy sttacks in the vicinity of Fort Noresby. Aloag with the

concantration on aerial defense of Fort Xoresby, the ground de-

)

fenses had besen cousiderably improved, as the snexy dlscovered eon 25

v LI ]

. ay. The Japansse had radiced their promise to attssk Port Moresby on
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this date and they advised Alllied evacuation. Attacking as had been
promised, the Japaneae met searchlight batteries for the first tine,
along with heavy antiaircraft fire, in eontrast with the situatien
several months befere when there was no antiaircraft defenss and whem
eamay planes occuld spend hours in selasting chaice mgctl.9l

The fightsr squadrons ai Port Moresby, however, had been opersting
under the most exacting conditions. The 35th Squadron (of the 8th
Fighter Group), less two flights, was based at Twelve lile Alrdrome (12
miles from Port Moresby), while the 36th Squadron of the same group,
with two fiighta of the 35th Squadrom, was based at Seven Kile Aipdrems.
Attached to sach squadron was one flight of P-400's and pilots Irem the
39th and AOth Squadrons of the 35th Fighter Gronp.92 Many of the pilots
had been flying thrse to six hours a day on operationsl aissiens for
periods in excess of one week, without relisf. ZHach aguadron had only
26 pilots (although the 7/0 salled for s minimum of 35) and at the snd
of May was sble to keep only 18 to 20 aircraft in comaission. Both
sguadrons wers gontrelled by "Visual from & ground zlert status," and
on svery alert all available aircraft ware pat into the zir, since
it was consldered too dangerous %o leave planes on the ground during
snemy reids. While such action may have protected the planes, 1t plased
2 terrific strain on the fliers, for sickness ofien reduced the number
of available pilots to the point that every pilot wa2s on the alert 12
hours every day. The result, of course, was fatigue and undus tension.
The ground persennel, whils believed adequate, 2lsc suffsred from ganaral

fatigue as a result of the type and intensity of opsrations.

A
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An or manlzational preblen was entailed in the fact tlet no proe

vizion hed been made for a tactleoa]l headguarters to coordinate the
work of the two souadrons. ¥Wiaile Jenersl Jecanlon wes in commend of
81l ajr units in the arce, he had no figkter operational staff, 4
minirum staff, consistins of a supply offlicer, an operations officer,
and four to six eclerks, wa: not only desirable, but was smsantisl.
Absenee of such a staff had resulted in uncoordinated action by the
squsdrons, through no fault of the snuadron commanders; nuiual agree~
. ment was sirply m poor substitute far the proper coordinstlion which
could be proviced by a hi-her headquarters, 7Jriefing before nissions
was havhezard and was often relsyed from one squadron to another,
Lspocially needed was & sunply officer, who could *ake care of the
- unloading, atoring, and distributing of supplies--tasks which ware
. then being performed by the already overworked ground crews., The
total effect of this leck of orcenlzation and shortaze of needed
personnel was the lowering of efficiency and morale.

. In the oninion of Lt, Col. Frederic H, Smith, Jr,, not only

did thess ¢ nditions need to be rectified, but a definite plan

was needed to rotate the slx firhter squadrons then awailanvle for
combat in this area, In the first place, it was reco mmended that the
39th and 40th Squadrons of the 35th Fighter iroup (then at Townsville)
.- relieve the 35th and 26th Squadrons, which in turn would relieve the

80th 3quadron {of the Bth Group) at Brisbane and the [lst 3gquadron

LR

(of the 35th Croup) at Sydney, The 30th and 41st Squadrons then in

d . turn would proceed by rail to Townsville, arriving in time to reiheo
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the 739th and 4Oth Squadrons on the day of their move to Port Meresby.
Whils the sxact details of thess recommendations may not have been
followed, the 35th and 36th 3quadrons were sventually relieved of their
assignment at Fort Moresby sad by early July they wers stationsd lm the
Tomaville ares. The 29th and kOth Squadrons, moreovar, were at Port
Moresby; the 80th and ilat Squadrons wers both In the Brisbane ares,
the lattwr having moved from the Sydney ““‘93

While organisational. probless--as they related to operations—
wers being worked out, requests wers sontinually belug mads from the
Southwest Pagific Ares for the assigmment of fighter alreraft which
could squal the alimbing power and opsrational altitudes of enemy air-
eraft. Japaness fighters had been quick to take sdvantage of the P-39
and P-40. In this regard, Colonel YWagner reported in the latter part
of May thak

« « » there has weldom been un even Iight between Japanese

Zexo type Iightera and our own. Only by virtue of armor

Plste protestion, lssk-proof fusl tanks, and ruggedness of

gonstruction sf our fighters, hias thers not been a grest

meny more of our pllots killed and airplanes destroysd.

Qur fighter pliots have proven their socursge and ability

to fight oontiaubusly zgsinst superior cdds and still

maintain s very high morale. This high merale, howevar,

has bema with fighter pliots & forced one, with the

knowledge that Japaness fighters would be just as high

above tomorrcx as they wers today, and that the first

- combat would bs an attack from above out of the

sun.

At this time the P~38 and P-47 were the only U. 9. planes ln pro-
dustien which incorporatad the features nseded in the fighter planems
in the Southwest Pacific Area, but commitments on these planes did

oot allow for suy te go to this thum.” It cannot be concluded

thet the need fer sech planes was not nu;nin%
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AAF, but rather the needs elsewhers were considered grsater, Efforts
were put forth to meke some sarly provision for P«38's to zo te the
Jouthwest Pacifie, but no arrangements could be worked out, The Director
of Air Defense, for example, urgently recommended that a minlmum of one
group of P~33's be provided in Australia, without increasing the totsl
numder of groups assigned to that arse., It was sugzested that the P=-38's
be sent a3 replacements, st the rate of é5 per month. Onece a total of
120 P«38'3 had been assigned, aprroximately one third of the 65 required

. sach month for attrition could be P-38's. The “irector of Alr Defense

believed that the asasignment of P=38's to Australie was of sufflclent
inportance to justify the sasiznment of Pe39'sewrather than P33'p~-

- to one of the groups in the Western Defenss Comunnd.96

No relief, however, was immediately forthcoming for the fighter

- units in Austrslia. As stated in June, the contemplated employment

of Bix F«38 groups in the EighthAir Foroe, in conjunotion with photow

graphie requirements, left no surplus of this type of plane fur use in
. Australis in the immedimte futurs, A faint promise was held out in the
hizhly provisional statement that P«38's might be avallable for uass
in Australia early in 1943 if 100 per cent of the production estimates
were realized and 1f conversion of the British 322-61 model wers effectiv0.97

Fortunately, however, arrangements were {inally made for the heginning of

. a slow trickle of P=33's to Australla, starting with 25 in the month of

. July, with the same number allocatsd monthly for Au~ust, 3eptember, and
. 98

. Ogtober, and 10 for each of the succesding months. Nhile these aumbers

were conzlderably below Lhose, ractor of Alr Dsfense,

'™
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they nevertheless were & ioken of the geomitments which eventwlly would
be inoressed as prodwotion and availability would lll”.w

The whole problem of alrcraft allecatisns and cemxitments, as well
sx replacements, was clouded with an aura of uncertalnty during the early
months of war. Replasssents Zor the forcea in the Southwest Pacifie,
for example, were affested by the urgendy of the situation im other
thesters, Similarly, ss noted zbove, allecation »f certain types of
planes te the Southwest Pasific ceuld not bw made becauss of commitasnts
to other theaters. As to priorities, of ruwr-se, it was ne secret that
in Allied stratagic plans ihe Pacific theatsr cccupled & sesondary role
t¢ the European thsater.

Fven with this established pelicy, however, certain operatisns in
the Bouth aad Southwest Facifis demanded additional attention im the
matter of aireraft allocstions and replscements. In Jume and July, for
sxample, the replacesent of B-17's in the Southwest Paeifiz was son-
siderably bshind schedule, and the pending offensive t¢ be launched
by the forces in the 3outh Facific, swpported by the ferces under
General MacArthur's cemmand, was of sufficient importancs to requirs
special mrrangements for focilitating the delivery of the heavy bubcrs.lw
Twe B=17F's had already basn deducted from commitments to the Southwest
Pacific snd sswigned from July produstion to the South Pacifie.l®l June
and July sttrition replucenents smounted to 30 B-17's, but srmament
modifiocat ions and leng-range tank installations on the last planes were
not soheduled for vempletlen until abeut 10 August. By using 10 B-17's
which were then being nd.iﬁ.-q, Y s sould ba

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




»

tf rr

uy

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

A -
made ready by the first of August, but ths use of these 10 B=~17's would
delay the delivery of the final 10 planes for the 92d Bombardamt
Group, then at Bangor, Me., but scheduled for movement to Enﬂ.md.mz

General Arnold, howaver, was strengly opposed tc such a plan,

and he clearly stated his objections on 20 Jul:.m3

In the first
place, he reitsrated that the South and Jouthwest Paclific 4id not
cosprise s major thester of oparations. In the second place, by send-
ing the B=-17's to General iMschrthur’'s forces ax suggested in the plan,
& group weuld be delayed in resching England, In the third plase, it
waz General Arnold's opinion that the 10 planss would be far better
suployed against targets in Germmany than sgainat objestives in the
South and Southwest Pacifiec. Finslly, General irnold objected to the
suggested solution of the preblem becsuse the conatant changs of plans
for geiting planes to tha Eighth Alr Force "gives sverybody the ides
that we have no major objective and are so uncertain of our mission
that we vacillate with every new demand from any point of the compase.”
The demand from the Sov shwest Pacific, howsver, was not & new
one, nor was it unreascnable. It was mersly ithe minisum number of
B-17'x which were necessary for replacemsnts, and the General Stalf
felt that the situation vaslled for positive nti.on.lok In spite of
General Armold's strong case, General McNarnay, Deputy Chief of Staff,
approved the plan fer delivering the required nusber of heavy bomber re-
placements to the Southwest Paclfie, and it wanm directed that the som-

mitnent resuliing from such approwgl h Y30 japitable

requireaent. #105
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Thus went the struggle st Headgquerters, in spportlening the limited
number of svailable aireraft among the theaters of opsratien, FPerhaps
no American or Allled comnender had the desired—or even the necessary—
air strength at his disposal during this period of the war; but until
the productinn of alrersaft sould approximuste the levsl of demand, the
strength in most of the theaters could not be inorsased. In July the
existing strength of aircrsaft in the Southweat Pacific was certainly
Insufficiant for carrying out offensivs operstiens and was barely suffi-
clant to hold the Japanese to the llne of their advancement and te pre~

106

vent them from expanding in the Solomon Islands. Because of the

small number of bombers, only harsssing operations could be parried out

- sgslnst enemy installstions. In the words of General Brett, ths Allied

Alr Farces wers doing everything within their power "to pin the Jap te
the ground and prevent his bullding up & forge with which he could
start offensive aciion. %a hops, also, through these opsrations to
deplets his foroes in wsuch a way that when we are ready te take up the
offensive we will have s0 mich less opponition."m?

The numbesr snd type of alreraft available to forees in the Southweat
Pacific, however, had = definite offect on the morale of the fllers.
Boaber erwms, for exasple, conscious of the inadequacy of the nuiber of
planes, felt thet they were belng needlessly sscrificed, sinse with &
sufficient number "they would have ¢omplete mastery over the snwmy in
thix u'tu."’m8 Because of the zreat distancss which had %o be {lown
bwfors the bombers could rsach enemy targets in New Britein snd New
Guines, thers gould be no fighter protection--a situatlion fer which a

sufficient nusber of bombers would pr July
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the gasualty record of bomber ecrews was described as “"large mnd con-
stantly mcrmaing.”log

Fighter pllots, of course, were not entirely satisfied with the
sircraft st thelr disposal. They had "a feeling of hopelessness in
their inability to outclimb and out-maneuver the -nomr."uo Probably
not ona of tha pilets, however, was willing to sxchange him P=39 or
P=-L0 for a plans sxactly like the Zere, for the Japanese modsl sacri-
ficed a certain smount of srssaent and protsstion for grestesr mansuvers-
bility. ¥ith the gradual supply of P-38%n, the morsle of fighter
pilots was improved, for these planss could climb to the level =f the
enery fighters. In addition, the twin—engins design was to glve the
pllots added =zecurlty, for with one sngine shot out the other sngine
could bring them home.

Other factors affected the morale of the men of the Army Air Forces
in Australiz. Many of the fliers had been in combet since the beginning
ol war snd there had baen lititle relief for them. The personnsl shorg-
ages, s wall ss degue fever and malarie, redoced the number of crews
to & minimum, snd relief of the crewn eilthar vieuld have bean lmprac-
ticable or would have resulted in grounded alrcraft.m With no definite
policy on the relief of combat personnel, the men had nothing o look
forward to. ifforts had been nade by Headquarters, ALY, early in the
spring to sxchange some of the wxperienced crews for inexperienced ones,
but Amsrican commanders in Australia felt that po exchange could be
made bscause of the lack of trainiag facilitiss in Australis and

bacause of the urgent need for experienced personnel in that thuter.m
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By the end of July, howevsr, arrangeaxents wers being made te permit the
interchange of combat personnel amang Australia, the South Psgific, and
Hawail, thus allowing personnel from ths more active conbat areas o
hlﬂ;!, tour of duty in a quietor araa and, on the other hand, glving
less sxperimced orvws a chance to get Inke action.ln The spesific
handiing of individuals in the various theaters, of course, was &
uatter for the commanders concerned, but ths hope was expressed ab
Hesdquarters, AAF, thst Maj. Gen. }illard F. Harmon, new oomsander of
Aruy Forces in the Socuth Pacific, snd Maj. Gen. Georges C. Kemey, shortly
o replace Gensral Broit, would be able Yto overooms the objectisns
previcusly raised by Gen. iasArthur te the sxchange of Air Forces
pormnncl.'m

The feelin: of futility on the part of flierx in the Southwest
Paciflc was further accentuated by the fact that promotions were slow
in sonming threugh. Many of the officer personnsl whe had bsen pilots,
huvigstors, or bembardiers for more than six months were still ssoond
Zu.-ul'.omnts.lls These men werae consclous of the fact that friends of
theirs st home, who were 'mersly sitting on the ground or chasing sub-
marines,” wers being promcted a2t & much faster rnt.n.ll&

A third chief cause for complalnt was the control sxercised by
the Australisns. As the American air unlts increased in sizs and
efficiency, they were able to depend lessz upon the Australians for
cartiin besic services and they tams to ressent Australisn contrel of
thelr activities. Generrl RAchardson, on hls teur in the Southweet

Pacifie in June and July, heard "reclamors sand complaints® in regard
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to this situation at every stetion he visited., He found that the system
of organigation which pleced imerlecans cirectly under the command of

the Australiansg was deeply resonted by officerz of all ram:.s.n? There
was no resentment of the sustralisns themselves, bat nearely of the systems
of control. Ralstions between the Australian and American forces, ona
the whole, wers reported to be excellent; znd .mericsn fliers had the
utmost admiration and pralse for the meabars nf the RAAF, not only

these vho proved thelr combet .wor't.h ot Port loraesbyv, but also those

N who trained as co-zllets with the bLnerican units.

Clearly, the time was ripe for a2 change in the organizatiorea
chenge which would allow the Anmerfcan and Australian forces to retain
their integrity and at the same time to coordinate their sction. The

- 5th Air Forcee-a designation which had been given to the Far East Alr

" Forge on & Februery--—still existed, but only on paper.lla After some

of those air units in the Philippines had been returned (on p:pu_'} to
the United States, the designation "5th Air Force™ wag to be glven to
. the Anerican components of the Alllad Air Forces, under a reorganisatien
in the late sunmer and fall of 1942. Until this tinme, however, the
Allied Alr Forces ocontinued to operate under substantiglly the sace
organizution which hed been estahlished in the spring of 1942,
Unt1il he wes relieved by Heaj. Gen. George C. Kermaey on 4 August
- 1942, Cenersl Brott had edmirably commonded the alr forces in Australia
' and hail guided them through the peinful but necessary period preliainary
: to extansive operations. Organizing the Allled Alr Forces had not been

) . an easy task, &nd it was %o General Brett's eredit that the forces
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operated as smoothly ss they did, The organlsation had served its pur-
poas, snd sventusl changes weres ne reflection upen the sarly comsanders.
Those changes were to come about ss s natural result of the growth of
the American forses in Australis. Fighter and bomber cesmands, fer
example, Were shortly to put im their appearance, asm evidenos eof the
expansion and reorganization of the air units in the Southwest Pacifie.
The operation of the American unlts as a ssparaie air forve during the
spring and esrly sumser of 1942 obviously had been outside the realm
of practicablility and possiwility.
Not only the organisational picture, but ths tactical situation
was rapldly shanging in the swmer of 1942. Throughout the month of
- July plans were being completed for the beginning of the first offensive
to ba launched in the South Pasific Area. JAddirel Ghormley flew to
- © Australie on 7 July for a two~day meeting with General Ussdrthur, when
plany were made for sosparative uss of their respective r.m-.uf’ With
"D-say™ met for 7T August, the two foroes were shortly te dsmonstrate—
. wlth landinge in the Solomons and aerial opwrations throughout the
genaral arsa~—that the Scuih and Southwest Pacific forees could ashlsve
& high degree of coerdinatien and that the Allies had finally passed the
pursly defensive stage of the war in ﬂd.- sestion of the Peaifle.
In the meanwhile, the snemy was doing his share to change the tao—
v tioal picturs for om Il and 22 July heavy foress were landed near Buns,
on the nerthern ovast of Hew Guines, and by the end of the week the
Japanese had penstrated spproxdmately 50 miles inland and were in sontasct

¢
. with Allled patrels. At the same tinme, Alllied foroes in Australis were
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genwally leoking toward a northward sovement, with beth the enemy and

Allied forces seemingly converging upoun the pivesal peint of Pert
Moresby,

) In kesping with the devalopment of mers sxtensive combdat spera-
tions to the north, Allied hesdquarters moved from Malbourne te Brisbane
on 20 July.'*® The 19th Bombardaent Group was moving to Maresbs, farther
rorth in Queensland, The squadrons of the 3th Fighter Greup reasining

" in the Brisbans ares wers preparing to move to the Towmsville area,

while the remining squadrons of the 35th Pighter Group were o join

the units of that group already at Cort Moresby. Furthermors, as the

tenpo of operations incressed, the entire 8th Air Base Uroup was prepar—
- ing to move to Pprt Horeahy.m The Allied Air Forcee wers thus enter-
ing Into a new phase of oparations ss well as of orglnhatiun.lzz

Eriefly, in retrpaspect, ths problems which had developed in the

organization of ths Allied ALy Fordes were only those which sould
rormally be expected in the eatablisimert of & workable and mobile sir

. force, but thoss problems had been acoentuated by the great distance

from the United States to Australia, by ths peculiarities of the cen~

tinent of Australia and surrounding Serritory, and by the demands of
othar theaters of operation and ef the tralning program in the United
States. PFrom Decesbsr 1941 to August 1942, the Amerizan ferees in

" Australis had succeeded in bullding a foundution for the air foree

- which eventually wuld be able t# take the initisztive in clearing the
snexy from the Southwest Pssific Ares. This sarly pericd was merely

¢ . the prologue for the greater draams whieh shortly was te unfold, yet
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those eight months enveloped a mierocosmic drass in themeelves. The

148

. Allied Air Porces, in this porivd, had tasted the bitter drags of

o defeat and, on the other hand, they had experienced a few solerful
but {leesting moments of triumph, with both extremes displayed against
the somewhat drad but necessary backgreund of srecting airdremes and
facilities for operstions, sstablishing a systex of supply and mainte~
nmce servises, and sstting up organisstional and operational precedures.

<,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
w

: ® m

AAT Army Air Forees
) AAPIEA Allisd ALir Ferces, Northeastern ires
. AATSAT Army Air Forees Sehwo] of Applied Tastiss
- AAG Alr Adjwtant Genersl
P AC Air Corps )
. : AC/AS Assisteat Chief of Air Steff
. ACFG Air Oorps Yerrying Coomand
ATMP AC/AS, A-l
ARAB1 AC/AS, A=2
AMCT AC/A8, A-3
AFALS AC/AS, A=k
ARANG Perrying Command
AFCAS Chief of the Alr Stafrl
A¥CC Air Pores Combat Command
ATDAS Depuby Chlef of Air Staffl
AFEMR Direstor of Military Requiremssts -
l AFOOP Direster of PFersoumsl
APINI Nistorissl Divisiam, AC/AS, Intalligwnes
AFRAD Direstor of Air Defense
ATRIY Direstor of Individwml Training
AFROX Direetor of War Organisstisn snd Movemmmt
Ar130 Direstor of Communisations
. AG The Adjutant Geasrsl
- AGRAR Tha Adjutant General, War Departasat
ASC Air Service Commend
Ga Commending Gensrel
- oINg Commander in Chief
) G/C Oreup Captajn (RAAY)
R General Hesdquarters
ao General Orders
MA M{itary Attache
MILID Military Intelligense Divisien, War Departmsant
: nsg. mssage (radiogran or ssulegram)
KE1 Netherlands East (ndies
ocat Office, Chief of the iir Cerps
OCAR AG/AS, Operstions, Comaitsents, and Requiremsnts
ONI Office of Naval latelligense
OPD Uperatisns Division, War Department General Staff
Qi Quartermaster Genersl
HAAP Reyal Amstraliasn Alr Foros
RDP Radis Direction Finder
30 Speaial Ordare
08 Services of Swpply
PA Seuthwest Pagific Area
- TAG The Adjutant Geaeral
. /M Table of Bagic Allowanse s
! CEHAFIA United States Army Ferses in Australis
[y USAT United States Army Transport - *
. s United States Navy Transport :
‘ %/ Wing Cosmander (BAAF)
"D ¥War Dspariment
s VWar Departasat General
WPD War Planws Division, War Department General Staff
A~
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"Bieanisl Report of the Chief of Staff of the United States Army,
J‘l’ 1, 191 te June 30, 1’“3’ to the Sccr.tll" of War."

Maj. Charles E. Shelton, "Cur Pacific Sky-lane," Alir Force, XXVI,
No. T {July 19%3), 10.

AG 550 {10=-5-39)N-APD, 12 Des. 1940, cited in mem for Chief of Btarf
by WFD, Zi Peb, 1941, ia AAG 600, Misc., Bast Indies. As early as
1934 Gen. Douglas Msehrthur, while Chisf of 3taff, had suggested

the possible nesessity for getting airplanes te Hawaii and the
Phuippinu. In explaining t¢ the House Militery Affairs Commitiee
the development of the GHQ Alr Ferae plan by the General Staff and
the proposed use of the larger alr ferce, Genersl NecArthur stated
that the planes were to be sencentrated im the United States but

that he contemplated the use of them in any emergensy wherever it
alght be necessary, evea in Pansma or Hawail, In fasot, he stated,

"I am pOt even 0 surs you ceuld not get them over to the Philippines.
You night have %0 do it in jwsps—to Hawail, Guan, and lLason. But

I would throw them to say plasse whers nscewsity arcse.” PFrask 0.

Waldrop, NsgArpbur on Wep, Appendix A, L10.

34 Ind. /AC 360 (10-5-39)M-WPD, 12 Deo. 1949/, OGAC to TAG, 3 Feb.
1941, in AAG 600, Misc., Esst Indies.

pe: g

Mewp for Chief of Stafl by WPD, ZL Feb. 1941, in AAG 600, Mise.,
Xast Indies.

3d m.' me u ﬂG’ 3 r*. lgu.

Nemo for Surgeom Gensral by Ses. of Air 3%aff, 1 Dec. 19AL, in AAC
361 B, Adr Reutes.

m’ cm' htbm;m., tﬂ 1‘2’ 15 Oetc 19‘01. u m M' u“-,
Awstralis.

Nems for Ses. of Var by Chisf, AAF, 26 Nov. 1941, in AAG 312.1 B,
Classes of Correspondence; aemo for Surgesn Genersal By Ses. of Alr
Staff, 1 Dec. 1941, in AAD 3461 B, Air Roudes.

M, Operations Div. to Comsunieatiens Div,, 12 Des. 1941; RAR,
Chief of Air Staff to OQAC, 15 Des. 1941, in AAG 361 B, Air Routes.
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Araold to Brereton, AT #1/253, 15 Jen. L2.
Fellers to TAG, #638, 22 Jan. 42,

Momo for Se¢., General Staff, by Chief of Air Staff, 5 Feb. 1942,
in AG 580.81 (12-26~41), wee. 1.

Adans to OG, USAFIA, Welbourne, AF #2/2.1, 1k Feb. A2

Adsme to GO, USAFIA, Melbourna, #3238, 16 Feb. 42; memo for Col.
b'lo", FOI‘C&.‘) Bivug *cm’ by 51‘1‘. Gm' Rob.ﬁ 03&13, 13 '*0
1942, in Alr AG 686, Southern Ferry Route.

Brett to TAG, 465, 3 Mar. A2.
Smmons to TAG, #143%, 28 Dee. 4l.

Resons to AQO, #1567, 6 Jan. 42; Adams to Emmons, §9CL, 7 Jan. A2}
Emmons to TAG, #2371, 20 Feb. 42; Shelton, *Our Pscific Sky-lane,”
ig.

The following summary of conditions en route, taken from s report
of a trans-Pasifie ferry pilot, wlll give some indicsiion of the
status by the end ef January 1942:

Palsyra Island hed s runway of 5,000 by 300 feet, with clear
approsches in all weather and with three usable revetments, Night
landing facilities were insdequate (only flare pois wers available).
Other facilities were: a homing station, a Navy meteorologleal
station, minor repair facilities, adequate 100 ostans gasoline and
120 aviation oil, housing and messing facilities for X offisers and
150 enlisted men, and adequate food storss,

Complete information was lscking on the airdroms at Christmas
Island, but with a runway of 5,000 feet it was considered suitable
for heavy bombers. Palmyra was preferable to Christmas Island,
since the latter had no homing devices.

Canton Islani had a runway 5,000 by 150 feet, with clear
approaches in all weather; revetments were incomplete, While the
storss of gascline and oil were adequate, servising was slow besause
of insdequate pumping fecilities. WNight landings were hazardous
because pf the absence of lighting. Housing wae available for 2
officers and 25 enlisted men; thers wers adequats food stores and
s homing station, but thers were no repair fasilitles and no comsmu-
nications batween points on the island.

On Viti Lewvu Islsnd, in the Fijis, there was = ruawey 5,000
by 150 feet, good in sll westher, with clear approaches; revetaents
were under construction, Night landings were not recommsndsd dus
to the narrow runway and the eonstruction in progress, bat sn
suxiliaxry lighting systes could be used for hight take-off. Oanly
minor repair facilities wers availsble. Communicatisns wers pro-
vided by the standard Navy set-up, wiile exo

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




-

ﬁ

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

L —— T

jnformation was provided via telephone by the Royal New Sseland Alr
Forse station at Suvs.

The airdroms 25 niles northwest of Noumes, New Caledenis, had
s runway 5,000 by 150 feet, usable in all weather, with relliag
snd somewhat reugh surface. There were ne reveiments,
fagilities, and no copalr facilities. The mupply ef svistien ga
and eil was limitea 1o the Fan Amarican stores; servicimg was slew——
by hand pump only. Exsellent weather information was obtainadle
fyom the RAAF station at Noumea. Barmes %o TAG, #126, 29 Jan. i2.

Shelton, "Our Psolfic Sky-lsne,* 1l.

Even as late as ay 1942 the lask of provestisn st Christmss and
Centon Ialands continued to be &8 murcs of amesement ws ferry pllets.
The few fighter planes in comaission at Christms Island could not
have defended that island suecessfully. Canton, wish mo fighter
alroralt snd very fev antiairoraft guns, wes almost totally defsnse-
less, and, in the words of one pilot, "dveryone going thro wnders
w.'l RYR, AFAMIC to AFABI, 13 June 1942, in AAG 000-800, .

East Indles,
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®

. Chapher 11

1. On 7 Kovember 1941 WPD anneunced its plan for expediting the rein-
forcement of the Philippines as fellsws: (1) there was to be mo
change in movemsuts prior to 1 December 1941, and all shipping was

- te be used to sapacity is the transportatisn of supplies; (2) move-

o ments schadulsd for later than 17 Desember were to be insluded with

shese during the period 1-17 December. By 18 Nevember, hewever, the

pressure of avents had resulted in the Quartermaster Genersl's
shartering aad hasty conversion of six sommersisl stesaships in order

%o insure that all troops ssheduled for movemmmt te the Philippines

would embark mot later than 6 Decesber 1941. WDAS Dispecaition Form,

G4 to TAC, 8 Nov. 1941; WDG3 Dispesition Form, G-i te QiG, 18 Nev.

19“: in AG 370-5 (&M)l Pt' 2.

2. Insl. 1, BAR, Chief of Air Cerps to Chief of AAF, 8 Des. 194, in
. AAG 452.1, Assigmmit of Alrplanes.

3. Redesigasted frem the Philippine Departasnt Alr Foroe on 28 Osteber
1941, By AG 320.2 (10-20-k1l), 28 Oct. 1941, in AAG 320,2 C, Strength
of Organisations. On 5 Februsry 1942 the Far Kast Alir Fores was re-
designated the 5th Air Fores, an actisn which inwolved mo ¢ in
the "present assigment of units. AG 320.2 (1=27«42)MB-N-AAF/A-1,
5 Feb. 1942, im AAG 312,1 C, AGO Letters.

ke "i435th Overseas,® 19, ia history /ecllestisp/ of the 17th Bombardment
- Group, in AFIHI files.

5. Two other orews who later served with the 88th Reconnalssanes Squadrona
had a similar expsrience at Pearl Harbor. In sdditisn, s seventh
arew of the 38th had arrived at Oshu s few days befores the attack;
during the raid twe of its menbers were killed snd fiwe were weunded.

. Ibid., 19-20.

b, vs “k; hlstery of the 19th Bombardment Growp; Maj. Gen. Jullan
F. Baraes, "B ef O tion and Astivities of U. 8. Army Foroes
in Australia® o8 R . The letter dosumsnt 1s on file st

Headquarters, Aray Service Porces, but a» secondary soures, rather
than ths original repert, was used for the present study.

7. Rarmes 3 h~3 Summary Flles, 7 Des, 1941, 6; memo fer Guief of
Staff by ! Gen. Carl Spaats, 17 Des. 1941, in Alr AG 370.5,
- ses. 1.
: 8. The organisation wss effecied in accordanes with 00 #2, Task Feroe,

South Pacifie. Histery of the 19%h Bombardment Growp.
9. Barnes Repert; A~-2 8 o .
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10. "435th Overseas,” 24; history of the 19th Bombardment Group; Barnes
Report; Merle-Smith to MILID, #36, 14 Des. 4l.

11. Claggett to Chisf of Staff, meg. delivered to WFD by Comir. Harris,
N Australian Navy, 23 Dec. Al; Brett to TAG, #1015, 23 Des. &l;
. Darnes Report.

12, History of the 19th Bombardment Group.

13, By 11 Devember, headquarters for the Army Air Porces in Australia
had been established at Townsville, in accordance with General
Machrthur's instructions. As reported by Capt. Floyd J. Pell,
this hesdquarters was "prepered to handle all opsratiens snd matters
pertaining to U. 8, aireraft and Air Corps parsonnel within
Australia,® but all such activities were being ccordinsted with
the RAAF, Ltr., Capt. NMeyd J. Pell, U. 3. Army Alr Force Hq.,
Townsville, to Chief of the Alr Corps, 11 Des. 1941, im Alr AG
320.2, Auwstraliis.

- li. Mashrthur to AGNAR, umnumbered meg., 25 Dec. 41; history of the
27th Bomberdment Group, in AFIHI files.

“ 15. Ibid.; MecArthur e AGRAR, umumbered msg., 25 Deo. bklj Machrthur

. to ACO, unnumbered msg., 28 Deo. 4l; Brerston to TAG, Navy mag, 289425,
i Jan. A2. In sddition te the 1k B-17's, the following alraraft

. . wers reported evecuated from the Philippines to Australis by

31 Desexber: 3 B-18"s, 1 C-39, and 2 requisitioned bi-motored

Bessheraft. Evacusted personnel included 16 officers and 8 snlisted

man from Headquarters, Far East Air Foroe; 20 pilets from the 27th

Bombardmant Greup, 83 officers and 1 snlisted man froa the 24th

Pursuit Group, 350 officers and 92 enlisted men from the 19%h Ron-

bardoent Group. Brerston to TAG, Navy meg. 300630, X1 Dec. il.

16: Mﬂhﬂr “ ﬂG, "‘1’ 23 M- uo

17. Barunes Report. GCenarsl Brett left Scerabaja for Darwin on X1
December. Bandoeng, NEI, to WD, #i, 1 Jan. A2.

18. Barnes Beport.

19. Marshall to Brett, unnumbered msg., 8 Jan. 42; Brett to Chlef of
Staff, K& #36, 2 Jan. &2; Merle-Smith to MILID, #9, 5 Jan. 2.

20. Sec. of War to Brett, #51, 12 Jan. 42; Brett te AG, #1, 9 Feb. &2.
21l. Brereton to Sarshall, Navy psg.161515, 16 Jan. 42.

3 . 22. Barnes to AG, #130, 29 Jan. 42. _
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23. History of the 27th Bombardment Group. Part of the ground echelon
of the 7th Bombardsent Uroup, after working en the erestisn of alr-
eraft in Australia, sailed from Brisbane en the President Polk on
16 January 1942, with the U.5.3. Houston escorting. Although
sttacked by submerines in the Arsfurs Sea, the vesselsmfely
srrived at Java, where ths greund crews served throughout the re-
asinder of the Javs campaign. History of the 19th Bombardasnt
Group.

2. "Report of the 17sh Pursuits Squadron (Provisiensl), Astivity in
Java," in Reocords Branch, AG/A3, Intelligsnse.

25. BAR, A-1 to AFCC, 15 Dec. 1941, and Rk, A=l to AFCC, 17 Dec. 1941,
in Air AG 3T70.5, »ec, 1; 30 ‘m’ Hq-, Ath “?, Hemilton Fidld,
Gslif., 17 Des. 1941, im AFIHI files; perscnnel repert, USMF, SWPA,
te CG, USAAY, 13 May 1942, in AAG 385, Special, Brett Report; in-
terview with Col. ¥illiam Lane, Jr., 15 May 1944. In additiom to
the Polk, the follswing ships were scheduled to bring air reinm-
foreememis 40 Austrelia ia the latter part of Jonuary: +he
Coplidge with 70 P-AO's und erews and 5 sargo planes and crews;
the Mermpopun (licere ilackpep), with 55 P-u0's and crews; and the

with 55 P-iO's and no srews. Mems for Chief of Staff by
Gen, Oarl Spasts, 17 Des, 1941, in Air AG 370.5, ses. 1. The des-
tinatien of the Btolin was later shamged to Cantom Island, and the
ship was sahieduled to sail from the west coast with 25 P-)90's sn
29 Jmo m, ‘-3 “ L‘“! u Jlﬂ- 1952’ m MG &DO, ﬂlﬂ.,
‘m -

26, Claggett to AQ, wmusbered msg., 9 Jan. 42; history of the 27th
Bombardment Group. The miseing parts for the A=~2,'s were started
on their way from the United States, vis air and weter, by the
middle of January; but, of eourse, by the time of their mrrivel in
Australis, the opportunity for getting the planes into the
Philippines had pessed. AGO to Bames, #112, 15 Jan. 42,

21. Histery of the 27th Bembardment Group.

28, Ibid.

29. These units were reported by General Burmes to have arrived in
Australis on 1 February. Col. R. B. Rice, Chlef of Perwunel,
Allied Alr Forces, rsported on 13 May 1942, however, that all
these unite (except the 808th inginesw) arrived on 12 January. In
all probability, this latter report refers only to the sdvanes
units whieh salled on the ! Polk snd debarked at Brisbane
on 12 January. Barnes to TAG, #241, 1i Feb. 413 AG 370.5 (12-=19-hl)
MSC~C-d, 19 Des. 1941; AC 770.5 (12-26-41)NSC~C-M, 26 Dea. 19k1;
psrsonnel report, USAAP, SWPA, to CO, USAAF, 13 May 1942, in AAG
385, Special, Brett Report; alstory of the 4th Air Depot Grouwp.
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Brett to Marshall, #27, 17 Feb. k2. Reloading of the soavey st
Fremsntle was neceasary besause sertain equipment had %o be sent
to Java,

The following units wers shipped te India: Hq. and Hg. Sqg. 7th
Bombardment Gp., 9th Bombardesat §q., 83th Recomnaisssnese 8q., 36th
Siml Fl. (AB)} Bq. and Hg. 3gq. 5ist Pursuit Wu; m, <5%h, and
27th Pursuit 8qs., and 6324 Ord. Co. (Awn. Pureuit); Hq. and Hq.
5q. 35%h Pursult Gp., I5th Interoeptor Centrol 8q.; Hq. and Hq. 3q.
attashed Decon. Det. 7th Chem. Co., Det. 3d QU Co. (Sup. Awn.),
53th Materiel 8q. with attached Deson. Det. Tth Chem. Co., 711
Ord. Co. (Avn.) AB (the last tw naned units being part of the
45th AB Gp.), Det. 4th () Co. (Sup. Awn.), Weather Det., 729 Ord.
Go, (Awn.) 686th Ord. Qo. (Pursuit), Go. H 3Llst QM (Trusk) less
one Fl., Ce. B 891;!\63! Bn. (LM). Melbourne to AQO, #339, 25 Feb.
ha.

AR 370.5 (1-T-42)MSC-C~M, 7 Jun. 19423 AG 370.5 (1=9=42) M30-C~C,
13 Jan. 1942, ia Unit Records Br., AC/A3, OOMR; Rrett te TAG, $386,
10 Mar. 42; interview with Lt. Cols. Jahm G. Merchant and Harold
Brown, 24 May 19&k; history of the 361 Fighter Squadroa, im AFIRI
files; Maj. Gen. George H. Brett, "Report of Air Operations in
hAustralia® /Prett Report/, Summry F, in AAG 385, Specisl, Australis,
Thes Brett Repert was transaitted to General Arnmold by letter dated
16 May 1942 and was dreught te Headquarters, AAPF, by Lt. Col.
John K. Gowan, Jdr., a meaber of General Brett's staff. The repart—
which dezlt im eonsiderable detail with such matiers as organisa-
tion, personnel, saterial, snd attrition-was distributed te the
various interested offices at Hesdquarters. Colenel Gowan, ina
numerous oonferences with members of the Air Staff, suppiemented
and clarified the data. The report is divided into 13 “Jusmaries,”
lettered A to R, inclusive, followed by an ll-page synopsis of
"Specifiec Requests and Resommendations from Gensrsl Brets.®
Incl. 1, R&R, APDAS te Gen. Perrin, 21 Awg. 1942, in AAG 000-800,
Misc., Australis.

*,35th Oversess,™ 2, 5; history o
e Lar m‘t, AAT b" Col./H. 8 m.‘h"" 16 Tes. 1952. in
AC/AS, Plana., Of the 12 crews, 6 were from the original &8tk
Revonnsissance Squadron, 5 from the 22d Bosbardeens Squadren, snd
1 from the 38th Resonnaissance Squadron, Interview with Col,
Richard H. Carmichael md members of the 19th Sombardment Group,
5 Dec. 19i1.

Operations Order #1, Hq., Southern Bomber Uemmand, 16 Feb. 1942,
in history of the i435%h Bombardeent Squadren,

the 19th Bomberdment Grewp;

%,35th Overseas,” 6.
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Iyid.; history of the 19th Bombardment Group.

Telegram from Prime Uinister of Australis 3o Prime Minister of the
Unit.d m (un“td), inel. 1’ ltl'-, Aﬂl‘t-l'llill L!glthn h
Washington, D, G., to Gen. Qeorge C. Marshall, 27 Jan. 1942, 1n AG
580,81 (12-26~kl), seq. 1.

Geerge Johnston, The z_mn Fighting in sthe Horld, 29; South Wegt
Pacifie, May 1943, 5

Johnston, Ihs Toughest Fightlng in the World, 4.
Ibid., &9.

Of interest im commeoctlon with this attack is the report "from s
reliable source™ early in February that the Portuguese Genersl
Staff was ndvised by the Japanese Military Attgche in Lisbon of
the Japanose plan to invade Darwin in the laast few days of
February, The London War 0ffice, however, considered this report
to have heec put out deliberataly by the Jepaness in order %o drsw
Allled atteantion awsy from the more likely attacks on Sumatrs and
Java. Memo (unaddrsssed) by Intelligence, R.A.F. Delegation,
British Bubsasy Amax, Washington, D. C., 12 Feb, 1942, in Records
Br., AC/A3, Intelligenoe.

Mi Raport, taken froa RAAF Intelligsnce Summary #112, 26 Feb. 1942,
in ibid.; A-2 Summary Piles, 26 Feb. 1942, 488; Nerle-Smith to MILID,
#718, 20 Pod. L2,

Ibid.

Brett to Marshall, #2, 21 Feb. 42,

Brett to Marshsll, Navy asg, OPXOX775, 20 Peb. 42.

Alustob Solusbo 1946 %o AUNAR, Navy msg. 2035, 26 Feb. A2.

"The Java Sea Caumpaign,* ONI Combat Narratives, L4i4-45) Brereton
to Armold, unnwsbered meg., 5 Mar. A2.

Brett to AGRAR, #326, 2 Peb. A2,

Mamo for TAG by Asst, Chief of Staff, 1 Mar, &2, in AG 590,81
(12—26-&1), sec,: 1,

A=2 Swmary Files, 6 Mar. 1942, 529; "The Java Sea Campalign,” h5=46.

History of the 435th Squadren; diary of Maj. Paul E. Coel, 16, in
AFIHI files; Brett to AG, #4382, k Mar. 42.

Lir., TAG to Ohief of Armored Foree, 9 Apr. 19:.2; Adams to 0C,
USAPIA, #226, 30 Jan. A2. .

Mewo for TAG wy 3es. of
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Chapter III

"Survey of Australia,” 1, 5, 19, im Records Br., AG/AS, Imtalligemse.
Ipid., 1, 5.

Ixid., 1.

Royce (London)} to War Deph., #1371, 16 Des. A4l.

Talegraa from Prims Minister of Australis te Prime Minister of the
United Kingdon, imel. 1, 1ltr., Australisn Legstion im Washingtom,
D, co’ to Gen. u”rg. G, Klrthlll, 2’ Jan. 19‘2’ in AG 5@.81
(12~26=41), sse. 1; "Survey of hustralia,” 2,

Squth Wesh FPagifis, May 1943, 5.

In Jasnuary 1942 Capt. P. G. Taylor of sustralia geve out ths follow-
ing statement for publication: ™Australia is new wide open te
invesion owing to past policy of neglecting Australian defense teo
provide ovarseas forces and equipment.® Wess for Col. Craig, Jan.
1942, in AG/AS, Plans,

AG 370.5 (1l=7=42)UB0~C=if, 7 Jun. 19423 AG 370.5 (1=16w42)MSC-C-M,
16 Jan, 1942; memc for Chief of Staff by A=3, 16 Jan. 1942; AG 370.5
(1-20-42)M30~C-, 21 Jan. 1942, in Unit Records Br., AC/AS, QCLR.

Memo for Chisf of Staff by A«3, 16 Jan. 1942, in jbid. This instance
caused A~3 to questioh the War Depariment policy on forelign servise
for colored troops. Pelnting out that, in addition to the situation
in Australia, the Stats Department had directed that no colored
troops be sent to Panams or to Liberia for s permanent shange of
station, A=3 requested that the question be sutudtied te the Preeidend
for a decisisn, sinue it sppesred that "white trvops would be sent
out of the United Bitates to foreign stations and that the colsred
trcops would remain in the United States for the defense of thia
oountry. It is believed that this is neither the intemiion ser the

spirit of the Promulgation of the President in this peried of an
wlinited National Eaergemmy." Ibj4.

Barnes to AQ, #153, 2 Feb. 42.

Col. Karl P, Baldwin, MA Report, & Aug. 1942, in Keeords sr., AC/AS,
Intelligence.

RxR, AFDAS to AFAAP, L Apr. 1942, in AMG 300.6, Meworands. For e
full statement of War Departament peliey (in spring, 1942) on the

use of colored troops in thesters of operstions, see lir., TAG %
CG, AAF, 13 May 1942, in AAG 331 P, War Plans,

Brett to Ge2, #15, 2 Jan. h2.
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lJu Brett o mD’ w. 106 31, 2 Jan. L2.

N 15. Brett Report, Sumsary J.

- 16, Meme for Chief of Staff by Maj. Gen. Rebert C. Rishardeen, Jr.,

R Beport No. 5 /Richardeon Report/, 9 July 1942, in AAG QOO-800, Mise.,
. Australia.

17, Australia, 4.08 niles of rallways per 1,000 pepulation; Canada h.hd;
British I'l.l’ 0.47. W m lh‘lh “.] n. 732‘

18. In 1937 the stats governments ewned about 25,000 miles of railway,
while the Comsenwealth governmest owned only about 2,000 miles,

Anid.

19, "Survey of Austraiia,™ 185,

20. Ibid.

2. A=2 Sumsary FPiles, 2 Peb. 1942, 351.

22, Interview with Qapt. J. C. Lesson, 29 June 1943.
"y 23, Interview with Clarense Yon Hels, (=2 Heport, § Apr. 1942. Asesrding
te General Royee, "Australian freight ears have been mow: o0 break
undsr the weight of ome of our Ammy's prime movers.” Maj. Gen,
. Ralph Royce, "Combat Netes from Down Under,” Alr Forge, IXVI, No. 1
- (dan. 1943), 15.

2h. Brett Leport, Summary K.

25. Hoyoe, "Combat Notes from Down Under,” 15.

26, "Burvey of Australia,® 17; A-2 Sumaary Files, 2 Feb. 1942, IR;
Brett Report, Summary K. Rarly ia Janusry 1942 Genersl Brett re-
qussted that as many trucks ss possible snd any nmrrow gauge rolling
stock available in the United States be serd to Awstralia, and that
certain items of equipment (such ss dredges) be sent for rebuilding
the highways. Brstt to AGO, #6, 7 Jan. 2.

27. Bocyslspeedis Brissnnies, lith ed., If, 733. BSome indisatisn ef the
part whioch avistion played in pre-war Australiaz san be seas in the
fact that in 1936-37 eivil aviatien planes flew 8,000,000 miles,
cerrying 102,000 passengers, 322,000 pounds of cargo, and 148,000
peunds of meil, with s loss of enly 19 killed and 14 injured. Ibid.

28, gm, “Cembat ¥otes from Down Under," 15; "Survey of Awstralis,”

29. Brestt to AGMAR, #11, 15 Jan, 42.

’ .- oty
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Seuth West Fagifls, June 1943, 13.
AG 334.8 (1-3-42), 3 Feb. 1942, in AAG 000-800, Miss., Auwstralis.

On 1 Pebruary 1942 the following swpply levels wers appreved and
were t0 be sstablished at the sarliest prmsticable dates

(1) 90 days of supplies of all kinds other than ammunition
and aircraft operating and maintenance supplies for the United
States Army Perces in Austrulis snd the ABDA area (exaluding the
Philippines);

(2) five months of supplies for airoraft for all United States
Army aireraft assigned to the Australian and ABDA arsas (exoluding
the Fhilippines);

(3) five months' supply of bombs, smsunitien, sand pyretechnics
for all United States Army airersaft asei to the above aress
(less the Philippines). AG 400 (1=31-42)M3C~-D-M, 1 Peb, 1942, in
AAG 400, Hise., Australia.

Melbowrne to AG, unnunbered msg., ¥ Jan. 425 Adams to CG, USAFIA,
AP £/129, 15 Jen, k2.

mo Eavl C. stm’ MA Rq’oﬂ, 12 ‘u‘o 19‘.2’ in Racerds 'ro’
AC/AS, Intelligenee. Major Stewart gives the following dessription
of » typloal workday in the 1ife of a stevedore: "He appears on
the deck and ready for work between 8145 and 9:00 a.n. although
his pay actually starts at 2100 o'clock. Under the centract the
ssn are pernitted regular rest periods during the day called
'Swoke~hos.' By the time the amm got out of the hold, brew their
tea, smoke a9 much as they care %0, three quarters of an hour has
elapsed. Lunshiinme officially begina st 12:00 aoon but the men
nave deserted thelr work by 11:45 and do not sctuslly enguge
themselves sgaln untll 1:15 p.m, or 1:30 p.a., The unlversal howur
for actually quitting at the end ¢f the day is 35 minutes before
the shift officially ends and the tims up to which they are paid.”

Intd.
ibid.

This entire acesunt of the 8th Pursuit Group is relsted by lst Lt.
Leonard B. Sterm, AC, S=4, Offise of the lsteriel Officer, 8th
Pursuit Group Headquarters, st Archerfield, Brisbane, in s iekier
te the Commanding Officer of the 8th Pursult Greup st Archerfield,
23 Mareh 1942, Imel, 1, ltr., Lt. Col., F. H. Salth, Jr., to
Director of Pursuis, Allled iir Porces, Nelbourne, 30 May 1942,

in AAG 385 D, Conducting VWarfare.

Attempts to bulld up the supply of samunition were met with the
follswing reply by the Assistant Urdnance Officer ef Base Sectisn
No. 31 "Lieutenant, 1 have de :

has happensd yet." Ibild.
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This greup, composed of the 39th, L[Oth, and Alst Pursult Squadrons
and the 3lst Intercepter Coatrol Squadron, was known originally as
the 3lst Pursuit Greup; but on 15 January 1942 the 3I9th, A0th,

and Alat Squadrons were relisved from essignment to this grewp and
were reassigned to the 35th Group, replasing the 2st, Nth, snd
70th Pursuit Squadrons whioh were rellieved froa the 35th Pursuit
Group. Headquarters sod Hesdquartsrs Squadreon snd the 35th Inter-
osptor Gentrel Squadroan of the 35th Pursuit Group, remsined ia
Australis until 22 February when they suiled in the conwy frem
Premantle to Indis (see page 20). On 23 April 1942 Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadrom, 35th Pursuit Greup, wes transferred
back %0 Australia, less personnel and squipment, te bs formed from
perpeanal availahble to ths Commandsr of the Allied Alr Forees. The
purpose of these redesignstions and transfers wes, of course, the
establishnmt of a complete I5th Pursult Group im Anstrslia. AG
370.5 (1=5=42)MR-A~-AAF, 15 Jan. 1942, in Unit Reeords ¥r., AG/AS,

Lt. R, M, Neal, AC, in an unsddressed, undated memo, gives thie
asceount of the 35“ Pursuit Gmp. Insl. 2. lirn’ L&, GO].. F. 4,
Saith, Jr., to Dirscter of Pursuit, Allied Alr Yerwes, Nelbourne,
30 May 1942, in AAG 385 D, Condweting Warfarse.

——

————

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




1.
2e

3

4.
5a

6.
7.
8.
?.

13.

15,

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

e

Ghapter IV

Brett to AG, #560, 9 Mar. k2.
Soe page 28.

"Esrly Raids in the Pacific Qossn,™ ONI Combat Narratives, 60; Brest
to TAG, #540, 7 Mar. 42,

"Early Raids in the Peeifip Coean,” 57, 62.

Heport, 16 Mar. 1942, in Australis 9900~9960, Records Br., AG/AS,
Intelligenss. An sstimate of the dmage infliocted by the B«17's and
the Hudsons included 1 near-miss on & crulser, 1 near-miss en a
large destroyer, 1 direst hit on each of 2 troop ships, 1 near-miss
on sach of 3 other troop ships, saad 1 troep ship surrounded by 6
bonbs and left burning. Ibig.

"gZarly Raids in the Pacific Ocean," 69-70.
Brett te AG, #608, 10 Mar. 42.

ibid,

The Australisas hsd made virtually no provision for the protestion
of Fremantle. Typical of the lask of coordinstien and plsuning

st this time, a War Department directive kad been issued for defense
of Prepantle as & base for operations, but General Brett knew nothing
of the direstive uatil he begem to rescive urgent requests from
Admira) Olassford for airoraft warning service, aatiairorafs, sad
sir pretection for Fremantle. Om § March, General Breti estimated
that, beyond ths 14 three-inch antiaireraft guns thea installied in
the vicinity of FPremantle, oo sssistance could be given before the
end of March, when it was expected that 12 additienal amtisircraft
guns, 2 airoraft warning sets with a range of 150 ailes, forty .50-
cal. guns, 2, Besuferts, and 1 fighter squsdron could be provided.
Brett to AGRAR, #579, 9 Nar. 42.

Brett to AG, #510, 8 Mar, 42.

Memo for Maj. Gen. M. F. Harwon by War Plans IV, He3, 10 Mar. 1942,
in AC/AS, Plans.

Melbourne to TAG, #406, 1 Mar. 42, The Japsnese ralds on Brosms
snd Wyndbam on 3 March, of ovurse, reduced these totals by four
boabera. Ses page 27.

Br.tt h m’ ‘no’ 8 m' “ac

Brett to AGO, #554, 8 Nar, 42, See pages 13 snd 18,

Brett to AGD, #509, 5 Mar. 42, ~
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Brett to TAG, #3586, 10 iar. k2.

Interview with Col. John Davies, 9 Dec. 1942.
Brett to TAG, #586, 10 Mar. k2.

Brett to AG, #570, 9 Mar. L2.

Ulio %o GG, USARIA, AF #3/229, 11 Mar. 42. This squadron, originally
composed »f part of the 88th Reconnaissanss and 22d Bombardment
Squadrons of the 7Tth Group, was known sucgessively as the lith and
the A0th Resomnaisssnce Squadrons, and finally as the 43%5th Bombard-
nent Sguadren of the 19th Bambardment Group. Other officers were:
Capt. Reberts E. Northeoutt, executive; Capt. Olarence V. MeCaulea,
adjutant; Capt. Jehn H. M. Bmigh, personnel officer and assistant
sdjutant; Gapt. Jask W, Bleasdale, operations offieer; Capt. Sam
Maddux, Jr., assistant operations officer; Capt. Clarmmes K.
MoPherson, 8-k 24 Lt. Jaock K. . Dodd, assistant S-i; snd 1ot It.
W. C. Taggart tﬂw had arrived with the 7th Group ground persomnel),
chaplain,

History of the 19th Bombardsent Greup.

Ullo to 0G, USAFIA, AF #3/219, 11 Mar. k2j AG 320.2 (4w2342)Ml-#-OPD,
i May 1942,

History of the 19th Bombardmend Grouwp. Major Connally besane
commanding offiser of the 19th Group in April. During the same
month the growp transferred 1ts headquerters % Garbudt Fleld,
Townsville. Ikid.

MsoArthur to TAG, #70, 6 Apr. 42. The 224 and llth Bomberdment
Squadrons were transferred, without perscnnel and equipment, to
Columbia, S, C., on & May 1942, AG 320.2 (4=23~k2)MR-M-OPD, & May
1942,

Breit ts TAG, #601, 10 Mar. 42; Marshall to CG, USAFIA, #707, 16
Nar. &2; Brett to AG, #685, 14 Mar. k2.

The 43d Eombardment Group (H) was expecied to arrive in Awstralis
the latter part of March 1942, without aireraft and flying echelen.

This desision was reached Wy Genersl Arnold and Gen Eissnhower
in eonference on 16 Mareh 1942, MNemo for Chlef, AAF /CG, vy
Brig. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Asst. Chlef of Staff, 18 Nar. 1942,
in AAG 4L0O, Misc., Australia; memo for WPD by Chief of Air Staff,

20 Mar. 1942, in AAG 381, Projects.

Marshall to GG, USAFIA, #707, 16 ¥ar. 42; Brett %o AG, lllﬁ, F1
Mar. 42,

=
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Ulis te OG, USAFIA, #957, 29 Mar. LZ.

The following is ation pelicy for sir onits in iustralis, as
spproved by the /Comb Ohiefs of Staff en 2 April 1942

I Reute
B B BT e n T e,
resecve .
’ for next 10 deys, Twe per
day until 80 is reashed.

Be25 12 L5 1 22 as seen as pilots

wan

g:lrltl.‘top »e furaished by Consoli-
the Duksh) dated Ce.

B-26 12 114 eperationsl 67 35 additional ss seon ss

57 reserve planes and crews sre
avallahle,
Light W7 57 operetionsl Lk As fast ss planas are

higm 0 reserw svallable,

Persult )% 320 operstisns) 1230 Ameri~ No mere for the present.
{some of 160 resaw esn and 18

these al- P-40's of
ready alls- Pubch erder.
osted to

RAAY)

Meno for Osu. Esrwen by Gen. Arnold, 2 Apr. 1942, in AAQ 452.1 B,
Allsocatisn of Aireraft,

APFOM 4o GO, USAPIA, #1243, 13 Apr. L2.
REistory of the 19%h Boabardment Grewp.

Ulio v 0G, USAFIA, AAF RO #57, 16 Ner. 42. The 3d Bombardment Grewp
(L) was sent te Austraiia cemplste with four squadrens, while the
27%h Greup was lasking ene squadren, the 15th, Memo (uaaddressed),
27 Mar. A2, in Unit Recerds Br., OCIR.

Ascordisg to Cslonel Deviss, thess were prastically his "first in.
strustisns from America."” Interview with Col. John H. Davies.
9 Dec. 1942,

ﬁ!m. The Z7th Bembardment Group, eonsisting ef Headquarters and
sadquarters Squadron, and the 168k, 174k, and 9lst Squadrons, was
traneferred witheut perssanel and equipment to Savannsh (Ga.)
Adrport, on A May 1942, AG 320.2 (i-23-k2)
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RKR, AFHOK to AAG, 11 Mar. 1942, im AAQ 000-800, Misg., Australia.

Interview with Col., John H. Davies, 9 Deec. 1942; Brett Repert,
Summary G.

Brett to AGEAR, #693, 1i Mar. &2; Brett Repert, Summary G.

In addition to these thras pursuit greups, the 68th Pursuit Squadroa
was aleo in Australis, but it was scheduled for transfer te Toagatabwm
Island, with 25 P=AOE's. Brett to AG, #780, 20 Mar. 42; mwmo fer
TAG by Asst. Chief of Steff, 23 Mar. 1942, in Unit Reeords Br., OCkR.

The 48 officers of the st and 3ith Pursuit Squadrons whe had
arrived in Australia oa 23 December 1941 on the Repablie were relieved
of their assigmment to these squadrons and assigned te provisional
squadrons which were seat Yo Java., The designations, st and Nith
Pursuit Squadrons, balenging to those units in the Philippines, were
transferred to Australis en 28 March 1942, wherse the squadrona were
to bs bullt up from scuipmsat and personnel then in Australis, for
eventual shipment to other island gerrisons. On & May, bowever,
thess two squadrens wers returned, less personnsl and equipment, te
the United S8tates for reorganisation, after the War Depertment was
infermed that the 48 officers originally sssigned to the squdrens
had hesn abeorved by other umits., Meso for TAG by Brig. Gen. D. D.
Eisenhewer, Asst, Chief of Staff, 28 Mar. 1942; memo (unaddressed)
on infermstion ebtained by telephens by Lt. Col. Bentom, 21 Mar.
1942, 1n Unit Records Br., OC&R; OM-OUT-LT02, WPD te USAFIA, #iJ8,
2] APr. i3 AG 320.2 (k=23~hR)ME~N-OPD, i May 19hZ,

Some indication of the seriowsness of this shortage is given in the
following figures. During March 1942 the total productisa of pur-
sult planes in the United States was scheduled te be about 685.

Of these, 250 wers to ge to the British and 100 te the Russians,
leaving a balsnes of ealy 335 Yo mest (1) the formatiom of 27 new
groups requiring 2,160 plases, (2) attritien im the United States,
nndn?B) the far grester attrition in iustralis and Buma. Mems fur
Gen. Eissnhower by Gen. Armold, 20 Mar. 1942, in AAG A52.1 P,
Pursult Aliroraft. .

Early in April the serious sisuation im Indis, aleng with the
faet that Genersl Brett had transferred 75 Amerisan P-40's to the
BAAF, resulted im the decision of the British to divert 80 pursuit
planes from the RAAF te their ferses in Indis. CM-OUT-1383, WPD
%o CG, USAFIA, #1170, 8 Apr. 42,

Barnes to AGQ, #3054, 21 Feb. A2.

Allotment of grades and ratings was to be in secerdanse with 1/0
1=357, 1 July 19Ak., AG 320,2 (2=25~-42)MR-M-AAF/A-1, 7 Mar., 19h2.

Brett to AG, #1016, 23 Nar. A2; Marshall to Supreme Cemmsnder,
Nelbourne, #1021, 31 Mar. 42 (CH-OUT-OL74). The squadron was
sctivated by G0 #35, Hq. USAFIA, 3 Apr. 19
to AGRAR, #1592, 18 May A2,
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i f;-m.tom, #64k, 12 Mar. 19423 TAC e 00, USAFIA, #721, 17 Mar.
45, Imterview with L4, Col. John K. Gewan, 22 Oob. 1942,
. k6. Brett to AT, #776, 20 Mar. A2.

« 47, Loilm agreed te the sale of these aircraft for sppreximately $530,000
and also the sals of 100 cases 0f spares on & eost-plus freight basis,
This sale, however, was to he negetisted enly om the sondition that
prierity we giveam to ihe nime lockheed Lodestare sad wine DG-3's then
on erder by Inila in the United States. These airersft wers to be
used as distated by the Dutoh gevernment in aseordsnse with Allied
tagtical demands, in military or eivil servics between Londem and
Lisben or through the West Indiss. Ibigd.

The War Departaemt, on 25 Mereh, spproved the leasing of the
plames in Australia snd alse the purehase sf the planes, provided
the sale sould be eonswmated witheut the sonditisnal provision of
sccelerated delivery of tLhe nine Ladestars snd nine DC-3's, Ulls
to 0G, USATIA, 883, 25 Mar, 42.

48. Brett te AG, #1016, 23 Nar. 42.

s 9. LCM-QUT-0174, Marshall %0 Supreme Cemmnder, Melbourne, #1021, Xl Xar.
. h3. The Direster of War Opganinstion and Nevement recommended that
Gemeral Breti's requast be sonsidered faveradly odly if a sefficiens
number of transpert plases eeuld be obbained from seurees available
to him, imasmush as addisiens] transpert planes wuld wst be aveil~
ahle from the United States for several meumths, MNew for WPD by
Dir., War Orgn. and Movement, 24 Mar. 1942, in AAO 330.2 D, Strepghh.

50, RBrets %o AGC, 172, 30 War., 1942.
) 51, History of the A35th Bosberdeent Sqmadron,

52, Col. Carlos P. Bomalo, I Saw she Fall of the Piilippines, 226-229.

53, A weak after the esmpletion ef this flight a similer fiight inko the
Philippines was made by thres B-17's of the ssas reconnaissance
squadron, using thiee entirely different srewe exmept for the
navigstors. This time the planes evacuated President Manwsl Quessa
and his party of Philippine government offieials. In splie of
wnasually bad weether, the planes made the flight seseessfully.

Histery of the 4354k Besbardment Squedren,

sS4, Eodd, General Nachrthur's relesss of details sn his jourmey $e
Australis was net entirely in keeping with the War Departuent dealre
for sesresy. On 1 April he was dirested by the Cemmander im Chief to
apply & rigorcus eensership, not only ou details of the Iiight from
. the Fhilippines, bwt also on nows releases concerning she Pasifie
. terry route and convey reutss. The tigh of the Philippine

w "1 re
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blockade and the continuous tombiag of Zort Mills and Mariveles,
with prastically all mmbs falliag in the water, suggested the

fact that the Japaness were searching for spesd bosts. Mem fer

AG, diraeting rediogram to MacArthur, 1 Apr. 1942, in AAF Clsesified
H.l‘. Canter.

A=2 Summery Files, 18 Nar. 1942, 610. In the same week Dr. Harbard
V. Evatt;, Australian Minisgter for External Affalrs, arrived in the
United States, to urge the oreatien of s “Southwestern Facific

Nar Couneil" to it in Washimgton, as the first step toward ovor—
dinsting the United Nations' war effort. The ONI Weskly, No. 9

{25 Mar, 1942), 13.

Interview with Col. Harold R, Wells, 21 May 1943; histery of the
634 Bombardwent Squadrom, ia ARIHI files. The follswing advanss
units of she 43 Bombardment Group had arrived at iielbourne on
26 Tebruary in the conwy which was en romte tc New Caledonia with
the U. 5. %ask forge under General Pateh:
13th Recon. Sq. (K) imol. Med.  2d Plat., Co. B, 89%h (M Bn. L/M
Co. G, 30%h Qg ﬂl‘h. Truck Tih Awm, Sq-
Memo for G=3 by AC/AS, A-3, 13 Jan. 1942, im Air AG 370.5, ses. 2.

Interview with Col. Hareld R. Wells, 1 May 1943.
Interview with Maj. C. H. Diehl, Nq. II HBosher Cesmand, 8§ July 1943.
Brett te ACWAR, #792, 21 Mar. h2.

Included in this number were 3 C-47'u, 5 C-53's, & Leskhesd 12's,
9 C-56's, 140 P~40R's, 162 SBA-1's, 48 A=20's, smd 129 B-23's,
In addition, 3 B-25's were en route; those wing the Atlantie
route were to be hald in India, All these planes had been pur-
chased 1n cash by the NEI governmesmt. Armold to CG, USAFIA, #620,
10 I&l‘- ui

Ibid.

Memo by MA, Netherlands Legation, 17 Mar. 1942, in AAG 353.9 D1,
Training, Gemeral.

This agresaent with Gemersl van Oysn was based en the understanding
that the Uniied States would plaes gredit in kind to the Duteh
government in the United States or would replase the planss wither
in dustralis or in the United States, depeding wpon the desires

of the Duteh government sad the avallebility of airersft. Brett

tﬂ TAG, M} 27 Mn ut

Arneld ts 0G, USAFIA

ott to ACMAR, #ACLS2,
11 Apr. A2. ‘
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Maghrthur to AGC, FAG59, 6 Apr. A2; Arnold te CG, USAFIA, #1205,
10 Apr. 42. The Dutch students immedistely began their emdus
from Australia to the United States, with 575 of the forees leav-
ing Melbourns on 17 April. MNacArthur to AGKAR, #303, 16 Apr. A2.
The studsnts were sventually looated st Jacksen (Miss.) Air Base,
where a single air forse was built up from the merger of ihe former
Army and Havy sir forces, under the command of Genersl van Oyen.
Instrusted by weterans of the Indies fighting, the young Duteh
students began their iraining motivated by the sne purpose amd
hope ol getting back into the battle of the Pacilic as soou as
possible. Qapt, Robert B, Hots, "™We'll Go Back Some Day . . .,"
Alr Force, XKV, ¥o, 7 (Dec. 1942), 10.

The solution of the Dutsh training problem in the United States
suggested the pessibility of relieving the cengestion whish existed
in the training of Australias pilets. Acderding to Geaeral
MagArthur, if Australian training could be carried sut in the
United States, sll of the mapufscturing and repair faciliiles in
Australia eould be used for spare parts, and, in sddition, apprexi-
nately 20,000 traimed technicians ceuld be relisved fer overhasul
snd maintensnce work on combat aircraft. Beocauss of expansion im
the AA? trainiag program, however, and the consequent shortage of
training planes and instiucters, the propesal for the training of
Australians in the United States ocowld not be considered further.
Masirthur to AGD, FAGS9, 6 Apr. A2; Armold to OO, USAFIA, #1208,

10 lpr. uo

No shipments were made of the NEI planes manufactured after 1
April 1942, By sgresment with the Netherlands Purchasing Commission,
delivery of the resaindsr of the planss oa the NEI contrast wuld
be reswned when the Duteh pilsts in the United States were resdy
for combat duty. At the end of May it was wxpested that the first
sontingent of B-25 orews would probably be ready for servios in
Ootober 1942. Hg. AAF to CG, Allled Air Porces, Melbourne, A3,
3G May 2. ;

A total of 18 P~4LO's and 3 totsl of A% B-25's were sent e
Australias on the NZI contract, with 18 of the B-25's going te the
Dutch, CU-OUT-1383, WPD %o CG, USAFIA, #1170, 8 Apr. 42.

Genersl Nasirthur was notified on 3 April that the Ausiraliasn snd
Dutch representatives in Washington had informally spproved s direc-
tive ocutlining the scope of his comsand, but the contents of the
directive had to be commnicated %0 the respective gevernmente

for their appreval before the formal direstive ceuld be issued.
Marshall to CO, USAPIA, #1065, 3 Apr. 2.

MasArthur to Marshall, #3539, 2 Apr. 42, On li April, Prime Minister
John Curtin was sworn in as Minister of Defense in the Commeawealth
government, the primary objest belng the fasilitating of discusaisns
with General MacArthur. The Minister was to suimit %0 the
Australian War Cabinet questions sonserning the strength snd ergani-
sation of troops and appeintments to servise posts ‘aﬁcr dipsussisn,

where approprhto, with Genersl MaaArthur.® .
1943, 10.
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Mashrthur to Marshall, #59, 2 Apr. 42.
History of the 435th Bombardeent S3quadroa.

Aoserding S0 sartain sssbers of the 27th Bombardmeat Grewp, them
merged with the 34 Grewp, the origimssl plans fer this Iiigw te tha
Prilippines called for 3 B-17's and 10 B-25's to land at Batesn and
operste frem thers until the Jepanese found thelr hiding plase;
with the fall of Batasn, Mewever, the plans had %o be shanged and
Hindameo was designsted as the operstiag base. Histery of the 27%h
Bambarduest Grevwp.

MasArthur te TAG, #4072, 6 Apr. A2.

Histery of vhe 27th Bemberdment Grewp; histery of the A5\ Jom-
bardaeat 3qusdron.

One of ths 3-25's was faresed to remsin st Darwin besause of a
dasaged tire, .

The fo g 1s a partial list of partisipants in the
nissisn: Brig. Gem. kalph Royes, It. Col. Jehn H. Davies, Ma].
'm Q. ﬂim. » Jrank P, Rtﬁrﬂ, Pavid G. ‘”l‘, M
SMW, Kerman ¥. » and Lts. James R, mth’ Themas P.
Talley, James B. Modfes, Leland A. Walker, Justave N. Heise, Jr.,
Edwin 0. 'em.l‘. Heward B, 'M, Ronald . R d, James H,
Nengaa, Fraok P. Bender, P. 1. Guan, and k. L. Suriskland.

Lts. Ralph L. L. Sehmidt snd Richard R. fiirnn were pilets of the
§-25 whish had % remain behind st Darwia,

The above list includes enly a pordisn of the flylng persomel.
Unnamed, but centributing Sust as much to the suecess of the missiesn,
were xumbers #f am in the ground srews. Oemeral Royve pald a tribute
to these men when he stated: "“In ouwr April raid en the Philippines
» « » I personslly saw how vital they are te flying." Rayse,

*Combat Notes frem Domn Under,” 403 history of the A35th Bombardment
Squadren; histery of the 27th Bomberdment Group; interview with
Capt. Barl Sheggrud, 23 Peb. 1943.

History of the 27%h Bowlbardmsnt Grewp. The B-25 plloted by Lt.
Jemea R, Suith and co~plloted by Lt. Thomss P. Talley wes the
first te lose fermiion. The pllots, realizing that darimess wms
rapidly spprosehing, Let the plans down helew ihe aleuds. "They
broke st ever a harbor and wers someswhat sabarressed 4o yeseguiss
the field ten miles to the norsh as Davae, stroagest Japaness air
base on Mindanso. . . « thsy wasted no time im doimg a quiek 1X°
vertical twn and making & fast trip Wtk ssress the islamd en
the tree tops. HNativiés on the groumd, ascustomsd te wnamy planes
only, weattersd for the bushes as they roarsd overhead.® Ibjd.

Kstery of the A35th Bombardment Sgwadren; history ef the 27%h
Bombardaemt Group. ‘
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Interview with Cept. Earl Shepgrod, 23 Feb. 1943; history of the
435th Bombardaent Squadron.

History of the 27th Bombardment Group; history of the 4)5th Bon-
bardaent Squadron.

History of the 27th Bombsrdment Group.

Une of the passengers was Lt. John D. Bulkelsy, who had commanded
the PT boat whish took General Machrthur to Mindanso on the first
leg of his jourmey to Australia. Nistory of the 435th Boobardsent
Squadron; history of the 27th Bombarduent Growp.

BreAt to AG, #AGL28, 23 Epr. 42. The two B-17's, frem 24,000 feet,
dropped eight 600-1b. bombs with 1/10-second delay fuse, resulting
in an estimeted 25 per cent effectiveness against shipping; and
from 29,000 fest, sight 600~1b, bombs with similar fuse, resulting
in an estimsted 60 par asnt effestiveness against the target arsa.

The B-25's, froa 10,000 feet, dropped twenty-five 500-1b.
instantanecus fuse bombs, which were estimated as 25 per cent
sffective against docks and shipping; from 3,500 te 5,500 feet,
ons hundred 500-1b. bombs with 1/10-sesond delsy fuse, which wers
estizated a3 0 per cant effective against dosiks and shipping;
{fron 2,000 fest, thirty-tmo 100-1b, instantaneous fuse bonmbsz, whiash
wors ostimated as 60 par cent effective against the target aress.
Cn the basis of this experlience the development of the armer-
plercing type of bomb was recommended, since it was found that
froa low and medium altitudes the thin-cass American bombs with
1/10-sscond delsy fuse did not psnetrate but merely broke up or
sxplodsd on contact,

In the opiniocn of General Brett, better results would have
deen obtained in these attacks if the arews had beem trained to aot
as tesns and if the men had been wholly familisxr wish the planes

they had to fiy. Ibid.

Howalo, I vem the Fall of the Ihilippines, 30k-3.
143

History of the 435th Boabardsent Squadron.
Magirthur to IAG, ¥33, 18 Apr. 4d.

Breti o AGHAR, #AG152, 10 Apr. A2.
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Now Tork Times, 19 Apr. 19i2.
Inid., 20 Apr. 1942,

Ipid. Cemmenting om the formation of hia staff, General Nasiribur
stated on 20 April that lacal Dutsh and Austraslian officers had been
asked to participate, but to date only s limited number had been
sppointed becauss of important organisational problems confronting
their own foroes. HRq. USAPFZ to AGWAR, #AG381, 20 Apr. 42,

"Direstive to the Suprems Cemmasnder in the Southwest Pasifie Ares,”®
in AFIHI files.

ibig.

"Directive to the Commandsr in Chief of the Paeifie Osean Area," in
ibig.

"The Landing in the Solomons,™ ONI Qombat Marratives, 1.

w%om mn%‘ to Marshall, #AG 558, 1 .5 CM-QUT-52,9, WPD
‘Yo USAF : 499, Apr. ‘:'2. » #AG 558, 1 May A2, ’

m-Il-Ol“, Hachrthur to m.h]-l’ m 55‘, 1 n‘,’ 4.

New York Iimes, 19 Apr. 1942.

General Brett asswwed command under the suthority ia parsgrsph 3 b,

GC #1, Gen. Hq., SWPA, Melbewrns, Victoria, dated 18 Apr. 1942. @&

#1, Aq., Allied Alir Porces, SWPA, Nelbourne, 20 Apr. 1942, in Air AG
320,2, Australia,

GO #4, Hq., Allled Air Porces, SHPA, Melbourne, 2 May 1942, im ibid.
Brett Report, Jummary Q.

RAAF COrganisation Memorandum #150, 19 Aug. 1942, "Boundaries of
Areas,” in Australis, 9900-9960, Records Br., AC/AS, Intelligenea.

Richardson Report. The situation was no better for the Amariesaa
pound forses in Australis. Taotical command over these forses amd
even scme of the administrative functions were taken over by the
Australiana. According te General Richardson after his visit to the
continent, the Australisn Avmy sesmed "deternined to get as firma
hold on the American Aray ss is pessible, stteapting to seise the
right to supervise the unloading of American vsssels and to arrange
for all troop movements. The Australian administrators d not
anderstand our organisstion and difficulties therefere esnsue.®
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16. Brett to AQ, #54, 19 Feb. A2.

. 17. Brett %o AG, #24, 18 Feb. 42. A3 a result of observstiens and een-
. versations with other American officers, General Irett on 7L February

- urged that if the United States desided to operate any theater of war,
. the gavernment shwuld insist that the theater be commanded and staffed
- by U. 8. Army officera. With preparations being made for the dissolu-
,‘ tion of the ABDA Command, General Brett observed that a different

attitude of aggressive actisn would have te be taken, eliminating the
cumbsrseme and ebstructive staff procedurs. As Commander of the
Allied Air Porces, General Drett was able to streamline the staff

pressdurs, but he had no way of evercoming the shertage of sultable
Ameriean offisers. Brett to AGNAR #2, 2 Teb. 42,

18, Brett te AG, FAQ 173, 10 Apr. A4,
19. Ibid.
20, Aooording te General Richardssn, the only indicatisn of a resord of
Amsrican gembat operatisns was found in the Alr Iatelligwcs Target
. Reports of the Northeastern Area, MNemo fer Lt. Gen. H. H. Arweld
by Maj, Gen, Roberts C. Richardeon, Jr., 15 July 1942, ia Alr AG
320.2, Austraiis.
. 21, Richardson Repert.

. 22- hj- Gmn nm b“" %m“‘m,' m.l. 1’ m f‘l‘ W, m ',
i WDGS, OPD, 7 Aug. 1942, in AAG 321.9 M, Organimatien of AC.

23. Ibid.
2. Brets Report, Summary H.

25. OM-DN-6753, GHY, BWPA, to Chief of Staff, #AG 798, 2, May A2.
26. Armcld te CO, USATIA, #1022, 1 Apr. A2.

27. CM-QUT-2150, Hq., AAF to CG, USAFIA, #1239, 12 Apr. A2,

23. Brett to AGNAR, #1353, 30 Apr. 42.

29. Brett Report, Bummary F; CM-OUT-2150, Hq., AAF to 0G, USATIA, A239,
12 Apr. 42,

30. Brett Report, Swmmary P. The shortages as resported by General Brett
indicated the desirabilidy of previding esxe and ene half eesbat srewm
per bombardment airolane sssigned to a tactical unit, bud the limi-
tations of the air crew iraining pregram in the United States and
the requiresents of comiiments precluded the possidility of immedlate
attainment of this objective. As a result of General Brett's report,
however, the Direater of Bembardaemt recemmended that am ultimate

“qf ia

.
-
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strength of one and one half combat crews per bombardment airplane
be attained by shipping a replascenent orew for each replasesent plans,

. instead of a 75% ratio of replacement orew to replscsmsnt plane.

- As for the oo-pilet shortage, it was noted in August 1942 that
» so-pilots were being furnished te the 3WFA "as repidiy as available
" sad as existing priorities permit.® By this tims a policy hed been

- - adopted at Headquarters, AAF, whereby experienced pilots in falrly
» insctive theaters would be replased by less experiented pilots and

thershy would besoms available for transfer to mors sctive thesters.
Inel. 1, R&R, AFDAS to Gen. Perrin, 21 Aug. 1942, in AAG 000-3G0,
Mise., Australia.

3l. Brett Repert, Summaries Band F.

352, Personasl repori, USAAT, SWPA, to CG, USAAP, 13 May 1942, im AAG 385,
Speaial, Breit Report.

- 33. History of the 435%h Bombardment Squadron. As the Australisn
officers progressed to first pilets, of course, thay wers returned
to their own units.

4. Rishardson Report.

(. 3%. By the niddle of August 1942 substantial officer replacements, inalud-
ing 75 co-pilots, had beem shipped to Australia simoe the date of
General Brett's report and shipments wers sentimming. Imsl. 1, MR,
ATDAS to Gen. Perrin, <1 Aug. 1942, in AAG 000-800, Misc., Australia.

36. According to the Direstor of Alr Defenss, Headquarters, AAF, it was
"nesessary ¢ limit alroraft warning equipment and personnel in
Awstralia besause of the critical situstien in beth categories.”

BAR, AFRAD to APTSG, 1 May 1942, in ivid.
> 37. GHQ, SWPA to AGWAR, FAG 548, 7 May A2,
3. Brett Report, Sumsary M.

39. GRS, SWPA to AGWAR, #AG GL8, 7 May A2.

[

‘7
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Chapter Vi

General Brett, in his repert to Ummeral Armold in May 1942, recom-
mended that such a procedurs be followed if the Army Air Forees
contenplated operations in a theater similar to Australia. Hrett
Report, Summary L.

ibid., Summary K.

Ltr., ASC to AG/AS, A-3, 1 July 1942, in AAG 385, Special, Brett
lmﬂ-

Brett to AGWAR, #AG 548, 1 May 42; 1tr., ASC to QMD, 5 May 1942, in
AAG ADO, Mise., Australia; lir., ASC, Wright Field, to GG, ASC, 13
May 1942, in AAG A400.34L5 C, Allowance of Supplieas.

Memo for CG, 308, by AC/AS, Pluns, 3 July 1942, in AAG 400, Wise.,
Australls,

Awstralia to AQWAR, #1228, 1 Apr. A2.

TDavelopants in the War Joonemies of Australia snd New Zealawnd
during May 1942," Board of Rosnomic Warfare, 25 June 1542.

Richardson Heport.

"Nevelopments in the War Hoonomles of Australia and New Zealand
during Msy 1942."

Ibid.
Ipid.

Memo for Chief of Naval Oparations by Chlef of Staff, 19 Jume 1942,
in AAG 361 C, Air Boutes.

Ltr., Fisoal Qffiser, AAF to Chief of Engineers, 25 Jume 1942, in ibid4.
Arneld to COG, USAFIA, #1344, 18 Apr. 42.

Arnold so USAFIA, #1564, 30 Apr. k2; 308 to Barnes, USAFIA, #1713,
13 Msy 42.

m, WA' t. m, #m 502’ 2& ‘w- ‘}2-
m-ow—am, Ulls % Gm, Sﬂl, m, 1z h’ hza
Arnold to CINC, SWPA, #68, 14 May A2.
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IAr., AMFC to C3, AAP, 17 Jwne 1942, in AAG 452.1 G, Allocatisn ef
Alreraft. The projeot which was receiving "the very first prierity®
at this time was the movemsat of 1l B-17'y and 26 B-26B's te Rew
Caledonia and the Pijl Islands. RER, AFROM to AFAFC, 17 lMay 1942,
in AAG 000-800, Misc., Sast Indles.

Lir., Gm. Arnold to CG, ASC, copy tranmmitted by BRLR, ATDAS %o
AFAFC, 6 Jwme 1942, in AAG 312.1 D, Classes of Correspendence.
According te General hrnold, what method there was in axistemce
was mugh sbused. At Gooss Bay, for caample, "s new (. 1. can was
obgsrved marked 'Extrs Priority, Alr Cargo.' Upon opening the san
it waa found to ocontain a mop and soms sweeping brushes. This is
only indisative of the ehaos snd eenfusion which now exists."
After remarking that reports of & similar nadure had reached him
frem Awstralia, Gemeral Arnold directed that remedisl action be
taken. ibid.

Brett Repors, Swummary D. Twenty-two engincs were ordersd from the
Wright Adraraft Corpourstion, 11 of which wers scheduled for shipmest
on or adont 20 July and the remining 11 on sr abeut 5 Awguss.

Inel. 1, JAR, AYDAS to Gen. Perrin, 21 Aug. 1942, in ALG 000-800,
Misc., Aushralia.

Breatt Report, Summary 9.

In view of the lask of refrigerated transportation for the preserve-
tisn of fresh wvegstahles, meat, aand fruit, air transportation was
demmnded for tiw dalivery of these items to treops in the cembat
aress of Darwin, Yom [aland, and Port Moresby. Ltr., B.
Linsoln, 0G, U. S. Army Air Services, SWPA, to Chief, AP /00, AAF/
15 Jue 1942, in AMG 373 R, Flights, Genaeral.

CH-II—'”O’, Naehrthyr to MI, m 102562, “ w uv
Iaids GN-OUT-62%6, Marshall to CINC, SWPA, wnnumbered msg., 29 May L2.

Brett Report, Summary D. Acoording to General Bratt, a 50-ton move-
ment by air transpert to Fort Moresby took four days for completien;
in his estimatisn the number of transport planes in Australls sheuld
be sufficlent t¢ complets such a meveasnt In one day. Zbid.

Jemo for Chief, AAY [66, Mﬂ Wy Ses., Genersl Staff, i Aug. 19,2,
in AAG 000-800, Mise., hustralia.

MR #3, AFACT %o AFROM, 8 July 1942, in AAG 452.1 Q, Allescstion of
Adreraft.

. The 10 planes insluded &k C—49's, 1 G-49h, 2 C~498's, 2 C-50's,
h §~500, MER, AFROM to APACT, 20 July 1942, ia AAG MO, Mise.,
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RiR #3, AYROM %0 APACYT, 3 ‘»-[guhy AAG A52,1 C, Allecatioa of
Alrversft; memo for Chief, AAF R by Se0., General Staff, 4

Aug, 1942, in AAG 000-800, Klsc., Australis; B&R, AFACT to AFROM,

2 July 1942, in AAG 400, Mlise., Australla.

00 #2, Hq., Allled Air Forces, SWPA, 27 Apr. 1942, in Air AG 320,23,
Australia, Personnel for Hesdquarters, U, S. Army Air Services,
come from Headquarters, U, 3. Army Air Forces under the Allied Alr

Forces, whioch had been formed on 18 April from the Air Sestlion of
U. 8. Army Forces in Australia. History of the i4th Air Depot Group.

Brett Report, Summary F.
Ibld., Summary L.

Ulio so 0O, USAPIA, #8344, 23 Mar, 1942; ihustralis to AGYAR, #1138,
28 Mar, 42; Arnold to CO, USAPIA, #1108, 5 Apr. A2.

Lir., Sperry Gyrosecps Co., Ins,, to AAF Civilias Persomnel,
15 May 1942, in AAG 231, Miac,., Titlez, Daployees.

Interview with Milton J. Getker, 28 July 1943, by ASC.
Iuid.

Australia to AR AR, #G 23, 12 Apr. 42.

AFEOM to CG, USAFIA, #1207, 15 Apr. i42.

Brett to TAG, FAQ 423, 22 Apr. 42; G0 #3, Hq., Allied Air Forces,
S¥Pa, Melbowrne, 1 May 1942, in Alr AG 320.2, Australia,

AFROM to CG, USAFIA, #1307, 15 Apr. 42.
Brett Reports, Summary M,
Ibid.

War Organisation sand Novemsnt resommended that a priority be es-
tabliabed for shipment of the 27th Alr Depet Group to Australia.
The group was expescted to be trained and availuble for transfer
about the middle of August 19423, Hew for OPD by AFROM, 21 May
1942, in AAG 000-800, Miso., Awstralia.

Brett Report, Cireulsr Lir. 43-1, 27 Apr. 1942.
Ibid.
This projessted proesdure was sialler to the change which was thea

being made in the United States, whersby ths Alr Service Command
bepams responsible for the mgintenance and repair of aircraft

on posts and statiens, ueing the personnel of the @
ing, and materiel squadrens for that purpose. Ibig
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agresd to take every step S0 avoid sush difficulties. "Repert of
Mesting of the General Council," 2 Juns 1942, ia AAG 337 D,
Conferences.

The equipment thes being held in the Philadelphia 5ignal Depet
which was originally seheduled for statiens along the Pagifie alr
rout.ss was %t be used in filling ths quota of weather uaits for
Australis. Ltr., Dir., Weather, AAPF to Chief Signal Officer, 28
Mar. 1942, in AAG 000-300, Miso., Awstralia.

Lt'., Dir.‘ “OI‘N\C!‘ h GG. m, l ‘m‘- 19“2, mm&

Mamo for OFD by ¥War Orga. and Movement, 18 Apr. 1942, in AMD 00D-800,
Kiss., Australia; mewms for GJ, AAF by Maj. Gen. Dwight B. Elsemhower,
Asst, Chief of ‘M, b Apr. 1942, inel. 1, in » The activatien
of the squadron was authorized by ltr., AQ 320,2 (imB8-42)MR-N-AF,

10 Apr. 1942, as cited 1n ibid.

Arnold to 0G, UBAPIA, #1209, 15 Apr. 42. One of the vadetermined
features of the plan was in regard to the typs and extent of
communicatiens which would be nessssary in Australis, Im May it
was desided by the Direstor of Westner to withhold decisien oa

the sstablishment of 2 weathar %sletype networi in Australls

until a representative from thet office aguld go %o Australis and
mske recommendations om the subjest, Ltr., Dir. of Weather teo ir.
3. R, Jaocobsen, Commnweslth of Australia; War Supplies Procurssent,
Washington, D. C., 11 May 1942, in AAG Q0C-300, Mise., Australlia.

Brett Report, Summary M.
CU~-IN=38L4, USAFIA to 0G, USAAF, #AG 736, Lk May 42.

RAAF Organisatisnal Mssorandom £120, 3 June 1942, in Australia
9900-9600, Resords Br., AG/AS, Intelligenes.

*U,S.A.ALr Cerps Units in Australia®/Station List/, 14 July 1942,
in ibid.

Unit Records Br., OCAR.
Australis to AGD, #1093, 26 Mar. A2,
Brett Report, Sumary L.

Ia the Northwestera Area, only the RAAF Alrdreme at Darwin and
Batchelor Fleld {seutimast of Darwin) could be used by &1l types
ef aircraft. A hesvy boaberdasnt field at Daly Waters was under
construction and could be used in dry weather. Sites for twm
ginilar fields had besn selected at Kit Carson, about eight Ailes
southeast of Katharine, snd at Mataranis, abeut 75 miles seutheast
of Kstherine, but construstion had not been started. The Darwin

Civil Airdrome could be used by pursult planes, ) N
25 ailes southeast of Darwin was under const A
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In the Nertheastern Arsa, only the RAAF fidld at Towrsville
and the field st Cloncurry were usible by heavy bosbardment, al-
though eonatructisn was continuing on ths latter. Also under
) construction was s heavy bosbardment field at Charters Towers. The

[
3
Y]

™ site for s similar field had been selected at Torrsas Oreek, 50

’ miles east of Hughenden. A pursult fisld at Woedstock, 23 miles

n south of Tomsville, was being constructed by the L6th ingineers and
- was axpected to be sompleted around the first of April. The slte

for s similar field had been selected and surveysd near Reid River,
15 miles seuth of Townsville.

Although some construction wes still under way, pursult ferry
reuts stations st O0dnadasta, Alise Springs, Daly Waters, Cloneurry,
Temsville, Charleville, snd Roskhampton wers usable. Additienal
sirdromss south of Darwin and nerth of Townavills were needed and
sites had been selected, but sonstruciion was held up by the seareity
of lsher snd equipment. As for other aress of the contineat, the
RAAFP filelds at Lowood, Ambarley, and Apcherfield near Brisbane, ab
Xerpomine and Parkes sbhont 200 miles northwest of Sydmey, and ab
Richmend snd Benkstown near Sydney were made available for American
use, but even these fislds were inadequate to meet the tactieal
demannds. ‘mm W AGO, #m’, % Har. AZ.

75. Brett Repert, Summmary A.

. 76. Ibld., Swemary M.
77. Ibid.
78. Inid.

L

.
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Chapter VII

- 1. OGM-OUT-5181, Marshall to Neecsl, #50, 26 Apr. A2.

! 2, Jbid,

- 3, Msohrthwr to 1\0";& FIR 139, 27 Apr. W2,
4. Ibids CHQ, SWPA to AG, #AG 752, 16 May A2 (GM-IN-4299).
§. Ibid.; Statien List, 14 July 1942.

6. Incl, 1, ltr., Commender in Chief, V. 3. Fleet, to CO, AF, 13 Mxy
3942, ia AAG 000-300, liisc,, Australia.

7. Inig.

8. Incl. 1 (RaR, ATHOM to Tactlcal Sec., 17 Mar. 1942), Cominch Pile
A 16=3 (001L77), 12 Mar. 1942, in/000-800, Misc., Bast Indies.

9. Naval oonsiruction forces were to ba withdrawn upon cempletion of
the bass st Tongatabu. Inid.

"k
. 10. Marshall to G, USAPIA, umnumdared meg., 16 Mar. 42. The follewing
air force wnits were to be moved from Australis te Tongatabu:
. Officers el
* 1 Hg. Air Perce Det. 2 10
. 1 Pursait 8q. (inel. atohd. Med.) a2 as
1 Det, Materlel 3q. Y 50
1 Cemmunicatisons and Weather Det. 1 3
1 Plat. AC Int. Ceatrol 8g. 1 [ 1]
1 5ig. AW Repig. Co. {2 8CR-270) 3 140
1 OKG Det. o A
i Plat. Ord, Co. Awn. (Pwr.) 1 23
1 Det. Ord. Co. Air Base 0 10
. 1l Sig. Plat, Air Base
Total é '&'
11, On 23 April, Geasral MsoArthur's headquarters asnouneed that intrepld
Netherlands and Australizn troops were still fighting om Tiser
Island, keeping a foothold 300 miles north of Australisa for the
expected Alllied counter-offensive. A-2 Sussary Files, 23 Apr. 1942,
799.
: 132. Intervisw with Col, John Y. Gowan, Jr., 22 Ost. 1942,
§ 13, A~2 Sumaary Files, 23 Apr. 1942, 799.
4
[ ) 14, History of the 19th Bombardwent Group.

“
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General MacArthur on 10 April requested immediate shipaeat of 24
3~2,'n, complete with RUF equipment, for resonnsissance work im the
Southwest Paaifis. Of ths several B-2i's then in Australis, usually
no more then ene was reporited to be in operationsl oconditisn.
Mashrthur %o AGNAR, FAG 174, 10 Apr. A2.

AAFSAT Air Boom inSarview with Col, Minton W. Kaye, "Phetographic
Avistisn,® June 1943.

TAG e 00, USAFIA, #AZ 3/18), 11 Nar. A2; Uait Reeords Br., OCAR.
Ibid.; Brett Report, Swmmary G.

AAFSAT Alr Reom interview with Ool. Minton W. Xaye.

Brett Repors, 2wamary G,

TAG to CG, USAPIA, #900, 27 Mar. A2.

"Southwests Pacifis Recomsissance,® AFGIB, Bulletin Ne. 18 (Dec.
1943), 37; Unis Records Br., OOKR.

Interview with Maj. R. W. MeDuffes, 1 July 1943.

New combat pilots frequantly ren inte difficulty in oomnectien with
ressnnaissanss of enemy shipping movements off New Guines, where
thers wars chains of small isiands which, frem 20,000 fest, re-
sembled a conwy. New pilots would almost invariably repert these
islands as an memy conwy, giving the exact tomage of each "ship.*
%hen this ineidedt ccourred fer the first time, a besbardawnt
squadron was sent out to finish off the ships, which resulted only
*in the Gensrsl nearly finishing off the pilet." 3Jush incidents
also resulted in esmbat unite' verifying their reports with the
photographis squadren. "Southwest Pacifie Recormslssanse,™ 37.

AG 320.2 (2-28-i2)ME~N-AAF, 9 Apr. 1942, in AAG 312.1 Ik, AGO Letters;
Unit Resords Br., OCAR.

CU-OUT-473 (2 Apr. h2), WPD to USAZIA, #1465, 22 Apr. &2
The Q.N.J. ¥ealdy, ¥o. 16 (13 May 1942), 1.

Interview with 1st Lt. H. C. Hormbesk (undated).

The O.N.1. Weskly, Ko. 15 (13 May 19i42), 12.

Indd.

Maj. DA11 B. Kllis, "We Introduced the Japs %o the B-26," H:If.!m
XXVI, No. 8 (Aug. 1943), 31; history of the 27th Bombardment Oreup
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Adm, Zrmest J. King, "Repert to Seerstary of the Navy," in Washingten
m 25 mo 1“&-

Ci~-1N-3623, Melbourae o Chief of Staff, #7019, 13 lay A2.

In regard te ihis astion, Capt. Garey L. O'Brisn, iatelligmes

of fieer of the 19th Croyp, stateds ¥. ., . it is 2 matter of reserd,
snd we have the photographs, that we bombed eur own Navy in the

Cersl 3ea, simply becsuse we did net have the iaformation nesssssry to
give our eombat arews the positions of owr own ships. There wers

ne identificatisn signais seb w. It wes our policy t bomb first
and identify later. Ve knew the Japa wers in there--but mt swr
Navy., After thet, howsver, we hegan te get intalligence frem ewr
Navy.' Interview with Cel. Richard H. Carmishael ani mesbers of

the 19th Bombardment Oroup, $ Dec. 1942.

OleI¥~3622, Malbourne to Chief of Staff, #719, 13 Nay 42, Cemment-
ing en this lesson in technigue, which was also reported as s dis-
savery after the Battlie of Midwey in June, the Deputy Chief of Alr
Ssaff, on 23 July, stated that "The history ef the mmplsymeat of
Alr Foress te dete in this war has insliuded 0 a very large extent
sinilar *discoveriss' senfimsing established and published pria-
ciples and items of tastics and teshnique.® It was tharefors
directed that actisa be tekem "to direct sll of sur ceommanders %o
'fellow the book' unless there are god ressons fer not dofiag so.”
m.cums to APACT, 23 July 1942, in MG 321.9 L, Organisstion eof
Alr Corpe.

Meme for OPD by AC/AS, Plans, 1 July 1942, in AAG 381 &, War Plans.

. Genwral Richardsmn, after a visit te the Seuth md Seuthwest
4 is thesters in July of 1942, expresssd a similar opinien; in
fact, hs resommmded ts the Chief of 3taff that-—~for purely tactiocal
regpons——Now Caledsnis snd the New Hebrides be plased under the
Cosmanding Genersl, Seutiwmst Pacifie Ares (provided there wms ne
Australian seatrol sxsrsised over these izlands), since 1% was
“imposeible to eperate tihrough the Solemons, New Culnes, and New
Britaia witheut eoerdinsating ths foroes in thess izlands with shese
in Australis.” Mewo for Chief of Staff by Naj. Gen., Rebert .
Rishardson, Jr., 13 July 1942, in AAGC 000800, Mise., Australia.

Plans Division Digest, 27 June 1942, in AG/AS, Plans.
Histery of the 93d Bombardeent 3qusdron.

History of the 19%h Bombardsent Group. w
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43. A~2 Summary Files, 6 May 1942, 8A9.
ki, Interview with Maj. C. H. Diehl, st Hg., II Bomber Command, 8 July

1943.
‘ A5. AG 370.5 (1~26-42)M5C-C, 26 Jan. 1942, in Unit Resords Br., OCAR.
- 46, AG 370.5 (2-25-A2)MBC-C-M, 26 Feb. 1942, in ihid.

47. AG 370.5 (3=1l-42)MSC~C-M, 2 NMar. 1942; and AG 370.5 (3-30-L2)MC-E-N,
” Mar., 19&2' in Mu

48. Ltr., Col. Robert D. Ksapp te CG, Third Bomber Command, MasBill Field,
23 Mar. 1942, in AAG 452.1 B, Bombers.

49, RMR, APROM %0 AFEB3, .3 Apr. 1942, in AAG 3713 R, M“’ General.

50, It was further ordered that no B~20's would be sent outside the con-
tinentsl limits of the United States sxaept those whish had been
modifisd as resommended., Memo for CG, Materiel Command by Dir. ef
Military Requirements, 12 Apr. 1942, in AAG L52.1 A-2, Bombers.

By 2k July a total of 28 af these B-26's had bean medified snd
sent te the Soutbwest Pacifis Area. On this date nine mors B-26's,
T previously assigned to the 38th Bombardasnt Group, wers erdered
. released fyom the Third Alr Fores for delivery by Alr Transpert
Command as replacement aircraft for forces in the Southwest Pacifls.
- RkR, AFROM G-h to AFRDB, 24 July 1942, in MG 400, Misc., Australis,

- 51. R&R, AFRIT to AFIOP, & May 1942; BAR #2, AFDOP to AFRIT, 12 Nay
1942, in AAG 353,9 D2, Training, Genersl.

52. AG 370.5 (5-Ll7=h2)MC-AF-M, 18 Msy 1942; AG 370.5 (6-11-42)MUB-M,
11 June 1942; AG 370.5 (6~28-42)MB-E~M, 6 Jume 1942; all in Unit
Resords Br., OCKR.

53, Fifth Air Feree files, in ibid.

Sh . Xo‘l’.l‘., &ll, ASG to Uhlof, Field s.rd”', ‘86’ 28 Apr. 19‘2] in AAG
LOO, Misa., Australia. Late in Pebruary the decision had besn made
by the Chief of the AAF to fly all B-26's to overseas destimatiens,
contingent upen Camonstrated perfermancs and rangs. By the end of
Pebruary apprexisately 85 of theae planes destined for the foroes
in Australia had sither heen shipped as far as Hawail or were belng
orated., It was dirested that only 60 crsted B-26's be sent te
Hawaii{ and that the remainder of the crated planes be shipped te

; Australis as replasesents. MNemo for Chief of the Air Corps by
i Asat. AAG, 28 Feb. 1942, in AAG 452.1 A2, Bembers.

l. ’50 Brett chort, lmry G.
. & 56. Iaterview with 24 Lt. J. P. Saith, 22 July

Inkrodused the Japs to the B-2§." 1.
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57«

63.
6k
65.
6.

69.

70.

7.

T2,

Arzold to CG, USAFIA, #1780, 16 May A2; Brett Report, Sumsary G.
Armld to GG. USAI’IA’ 57729, 1? Mar. 143.
Ellll, "ile Iﬂtﬂd\ﬁ.d the Jﬂp' to the 5"263- 31.-

Incl. 1, RkR, AFDAS to Oen. Perrin, 21 Aug. 1942, in AAG Q00-800,
Mise., Australia.

Asgerding to Major Hllis, in the eourse of its operstions during the
spring and summer of 1942 and durlng the Papuan campaign, the 224
Bombardment Group "shot dowy more en airoraf% thaa any other
medium bomb group snd now /August 1 stands, I belleve, elther
third or fourth among all bomb groups in this respect.” Klis,

m5e Introduoed the Japs to the B-26," 3l.

History of the 27th Bombardsent Group.

Brett Report, Summary h.

Arnold to CQ, Allied Air Forces, #123, 22 June 4Z.
Interview with Col. John Devies, 9 Des. 1942.

Incl. 1 {memo to Teahnical Bxsoutive, Wright Field, 3 Aug. 1942), in
AAG 385, 3peaial, Brett Report.

R&R, APEOM %0 AAG, 11 Mar. 19A2, im AAG 000-800, Misc., Australis.

Interview with Col. John Lavies, 9 Deo. 1942; history of the 27th
Bombardmant Group.

iilstory of the 27th Boabardaent Greup.

Cn 27 March one flight of the 28th Squedron nsd been sent te
Cundrdin, near Perth, for pstrol work with LB=30's, remaining until
18 May befors rejeining the squadron a% Longresch. History of the
19th Bombardment Group.

Brett Report, Summary G.

History of the 28th Bombardment Squadron; history of the 19th
Bosbardment Group. By awhority of 80 §21, AAFNSA, 21 July 1942,
the 435th Squadron was detached from the 19%h Oroup and for approxi~
mately two menths operated under direct control ef Merthesstern Area
Headquarters of the Allied Air Forees and later under the V Bomber
Command. On 2 September, by 80 #32, Headquarters V Boaber Commsnd,
the squadron was retuwrned to the 19th Bombardment Group for all

purposes exsept operational eontrol. Ib’
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73. The redesignation ¢f pursuit units to Lighter units was dirested
on 15 May 1942. MNemo for TAG by AFROM, 15 May 1342, in AMD 321.9 N,
Organisstion of Air Gerps., MNotified of the change om 26 ey,
General Brett reported thai, effestive & Jane 1942, all interceptor
control squadrons, pursult groups, mnd pursuit squadrons wers re—-
desigoated "fighter.” GBQ, SWFA, to CG, AAF, FAlr 993, & June &2,
Yor the purpose of wiferamity, the term "fighter" is used
througheut this discussion, although the period eoversd begine
pricr to the date of redesignation.

T+ All the statistios presented in the follewing disewssisn ars taken
from & letter to the CO, Allied Air Porses, by Lt. Co). 0. L.
Grover, Dirsetor of Pursuit, Hq., Allied Air Forces /shest 8 May
1942/, in U. 8. 9570, Alirplanss-~Pighter, Recerds Br., AC/AS,
Intelligence.

75. The rate ¢f replacement ss eventually seh up st Headquarters, AAP,
was two less than this nwmber. Righty-nine fighter pllets wers
scheduled to g to Australis in July, 4k in Augnst, and L6 per
month thereafter, ss replasemsents. Incl. 1, RkR, AFIAS to Gen.
Perrin, 21 Aug. 1942, in AAG 000-800, lMisc., Australia,

76. By August 1942, sceording to Headquarters, AAY, all pilets then
. being sent oversess had 2 minimas of L0 heurs in cembat planes.
bid .-

T7. As & result of this resommendstlon, it was stated st Headquarters,
AAF, that special sorvios officers would be previded for a recrea~
tional senter upon receipt of a requisition frem Genersl Breit.

ibld,
78. BRoyse, "Combat Notes from Down Under," 4LO.

79. Llar., Lt. Col. Psul B, Wurtsmith to Deputy Chief of Staff, SWPA,
l“ nq 19*2' 15 Ud 8- 9570’ w 'l'., ‘WLS’ kmnm..

80, A-2 Summary Files, 2I7 Apr. 1942, 8.

£1. Ltr., Lt. Col. Paul B. Wurtsmith to Deputy Chief of Staff, SWPA,
14 Nay 1942, Colonsl Wwismith's letter inoludes the fellowing
ocombat data on the performanse of thse P-40E, ocompiled om the
basinm of the sxperisnce of the L9th Group betweem 17 Mareh and

5 May 1942:
1. Raage (full militery load) PFlying Nours Nawt. Mi,
Normal gas lead 3300 355
5% gallon bellytank 5300 782 02
100 * " 5130 946 1088

L

150 . » 6100 (*] 12
@ 2. 04) Conmumptient 3/h quart per hour. “
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) 3. A (30 min. sowbat st maximus redius
st 15, . . « per hour fwal eensumption),
. Normal gas load 17C statuts miles
- 50 gallsa bellytamk 260 " "
- 100 ] ] *4,00 ] "
. 5 . . *460 L] n

#{This is not precticsl as it wuld nseessitate sombat with bally-
tanks attached %0 aireresft.)

The pilst flies vut using the gesaline in his bellytank. A
soon 35 he is emgaged in cesbat he drops the tank. Thersafter fly-
ing mast be dene on the aireraft's mowmal eapsaisy (148 gal.).
Inaludiag & half hewr sembat at full throttle, this ewpply will
allew & maxinunof 350 miles frem the base. It should be neted
that M pilet would have 19 gallens lefh im the 100-gal, task if
bhe flew stralght eut frem his base for 350 miles, which weuld
allew 28 minstes of petrol dwty st §,000 feah. The 150-gal. teak
wnld leave him §5 gallens, which wuld allow 78 minutes of pabiel
duty st 5,000 fest.

"
i uthmtm One 1000~1b. bemd
Wish wellybenk 8ix  50-1b. bombe

5. Ammnitin
‘ 900 rewnds of ,50-sal. smmmnition fer six gans.

. 82. Ltr., Lt. Gol. B. U. Vagner, Hq., Pursuit Sestion, Nerthessters ires,
. to CG, Allied Alr Porses, Air Command ¥o. 2, Towasville, 1)1 May
- 1942, in U. 8. 9570, Rewords Br., AG/AS, Intelligense.

83, "P-39's in Nev Guines," AFQIP, Bulletin Ne, 11 (April-day,1943), 17;
AAPSAT Air Boem Interview with IA. Gol. Jehn G, Pitehford, "Pighter
Tastics and Orgaaisation in New Guines,” 16 July 1943, in AAFSAT

' Igtelligense Reporg, Sep. 1943, Resords Br., AG/AS, Intelligence.

8i. Ltr., Lt. Col. B, D. Nagner, Mq., Third Fighter Sestor Command,
. Townsville, to 0G, USAPIA, Malbourne, 4 May 1942, in AAG 285 B,
Qomducting Varfare.

85. A more solerfwl description ef this action 1s givem by Rebers
Johnsten, Australian war ocorrespondent, ir kis asceuat of the
first year of fighting in New Guines. He had interviewed "Puss®
Wagner for the ssmplete story of the first P-39 action, but it was
no% until Mo had Salked with esther pilots of the sguadren an howr
later that he diseovered "that Wegner hinsglf had shot dewm all
thres of the Zeres which were destreyedl® Jehnsten, The JTeyghest
Fiaiking in the Vorld, 87-98.

In all sames observed, one cannon hit was all that was nesessary to
. bring dewn sn memy aireraft. Msst of the pllots, hevwever, pre-
. forred %0 bave two addibional .30-eal. mashine rather than the

LI T

&
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e

four ,30-cal, wing guns, Lir., L%, Gol, B. D, Wagner, Ng., Pursuit
Seatisn, Nertheastern ires, 11 May 1942, to CG, Allied Air Forees,
Air Command No. 2, Tomsville, in U. 8. 9570, Reoerds Br., AG/AS,
Intelligense,

By the snd of June 1942, P=39's were belng modified in acesrdense
with certain resommendations as a result of sction ia the Seuttwest
Pasifis. A plese of arwor plate, for example, was being installed
ismsdistely behind the smgine; snd, while it added 35 pounds %o the
weight of the plane, it was more than offset by the remswal of ser-
tain nen-essentisl ifems, By the further remeval of Liems sgreed
upon .as n-essendial for the P-39 when used fer loesl airdroms
defecive, spproxisetely 1,000 pounds in welght could be removed from
the stendard D-l plane with ne adverse effeet on the senter of
gravity snd me redusjion in pilet safsty. Meso for Gen. Armold by
ATDIR, 29 June /19427, 1n AAG 385 B, Conducting Warfare.

The early recerd of the P-39 against snemy planes indisates shat the
Aaericsn pllsts lsamed 1o oversoma some of the disadvaatages of
their aireraft, thowgh there is ne way of knowing hew mush better
the recerd would have been, had the F-39's had the same olimbing
snd altituds charasteristies as the Zero, Informatisn centained

in cable messages frem the Seviilmest Pacifis Aves for the parisd

4 May to 17 Juns shews that P=39's wngaged enemy aireraft 33 timss,
with the fellowing results:

Shet down &b Shot dowm AT
Demaged by sctien 16 Damaged by ackisn 37
Crash landings 5 Prohably lest 2
Forsed landings _ § —

72 104

ibdd.
SP.39ts in New Guinesa,® APGIS, Bulletin No. 11 {April~Msy 1943), 17.

Lf-l'o, L‘o Gol. Frederic H, Sl.‘-.‘th, Jro, to Dir. of wtj m
Alr Forces, Nalhowrne, 30 May 1942, in 385 P, Condusting Varfare.

New York Times, 28 Mxy 194L2.

Ltl'-, it. Col, Fredaric K. Saith, Jro, te Dir. of Pm‘t, Allied
Air Forces, 30 May 1942. Pursusnt %o verbal instructions frem the
Direcser of Pursuit, Celensl Smith proceeded by military alraraft
to Port loresby on detached servics, arriving en 23 May. Eis
letter to She Director of Pursuit owtlines his cbservatisns ef
oconditiens affesting the twe fighter squadrens--cbservations whieh
ars here summarised in the ensuing parszra
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188:

Station List, 1y July 1942.

Ltr,, It. Col. B, D. Wagner, Hg., Allied Air Forces, to Comamnder,
Allied Air Forces, SWPA, 22 liay 1942, in U. 8. 9570, Records Br.,

AC/AS, Intelligence.
RRR, APADS to AFDMR, 29 June 1942, in AAG 38%, Special, Brett Rapert.

Meso for Chief of Air Staff by Dir. of Air Defense, 27 May 1942, ina
AAG 400, Misc., Australis.

R&R, AFACT to AFIMR, 23 June 1942, in ibid.
Memo for CG, ASC, by AG/AS, A<, 11 July 1942, in ibid.

Fifty P=38's had reached Australia by the middle of September, aleng
with 4k crews eonsisting of pilot, orew chief, and mechanic. The
six remaining crews had besen diverted to Maj), Gem, M. F. Harmon's
forces in the South Paeific. ER&R #12, AFRAD to AFOAS, 18 Sep.

1942, in ibid.

A total of 45 fighter planes, Lk heavy bombers, amd 17 medimm
bombers, allocated for June repiacsements for Genersl Breti's
forees, still had not left the United States by the end of June

as 3 result of previous sommitments, modificatiens, and a leek of
parts. These replacements did net get underway until July snd
August, The requirsd number of fighter planesw—6t3 Pe33D-1!s—left
the fastory on % July and departed by boat between 12 and 21 July.
Bodifications on 14 B~17's wers completed by 31 July and were
shertly started on thelr way to the Southwest Pacifis. Seventesa
B=25's were t0 be completed about 6 August, the planss which were
sllocated eariier having been taken by the sir echelon ef the 38%h
Boaberdeent Greup. In addition, 11 A=24's were delivered frem \he
factory to the modification eenter on 29 July. dJuly replacessnts
were, of course, behind schedule also. liuch of the delay in satis-
fying comuitments for heavy and medium bombers resulted from the
priority ziven to the Niddle Bast thester sad from the modifica-
tions necessary bafore the airoraft eculd lsave the United States.
R&R, AFROM to ANDMR, 23 June 1942, in AAG 385, Special, Brett
Report; R&R, AFROM G~3 to APACT, 10 Aug. 1942, in AAG &CO, Nise.,
Australia,

L]
R&R, Gen. Harmen to AFACT, 13 July 1942, in ibid.
Memo for Gen. Arnold (unsigned), 19 July 1942, in ibid.
Newo for Gen. MoNerney by Gen. Arnold, 20 July 1942, ia jbig.

In view of the failure of the AAF to meet the delivery dates on these
replacenents as originally given to General MacArthur, the Deputy

Chief of Air Staff suggestsd that A=3 “prom
data vhich may be used in reply te the s0¢

which are quite likely to ensue.® BR&R § -

in ibid. w
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R&R, AFACT to AFDAS, 20 July 1942, in ibld.
Hiehardson Report.

Ltr., Gen. Brett to Gen. Marshall, & July 1942, in AAG 385 B,
Conducting Warfare,

Riehardson Repert.

Ingd.

Ibid.

Brett Report, Susasry ¥,

Arnold to Bratt, #775, 20 Mar., 1942; Brett to AG, #1003, 22 Mar. 19423
Machrthur to AGHAR, #AG 420, 22 Apr. 19u2.

Mamo for Chief, AMF /3G, AAJ], by Sec., General Steff, 4 Aug. 1942,
in AAG m, M.. Anstralia. Jee alse WD 1‘3‘.’ "llthllﬂ. .‘
ALir Porces Personnsl,® 25 July 1942, and WD Circular #2311, 8ec. 6,

1 July 1942, which constitute & deaprshensive plan for the ex-
okange of AAP personnel.

BAR, APAAP to AICAS, W July 1942, in AAG 320.9 L, Orgesnisstisn ef
Adr Qerps. One of General Kenney's first moves in this eommestion
was %0 malke arrangansats for tke return to ths United States of
those orew mewbers whe had been in combat since the beginning of
the wer and whe by this time were "burned out."

Interview with Col. Rishsrd H. Garmichael and mesbers of the 19th
Bowbardment Greap, 5 Dec. 1942.

Intsrview with Col. Reginald F. G. Vanae, 13 Oct. 1942.
Richardson Repert.

3ee Chsp. II, n. 3.

"The Landing in the Solomons,® GNI Combat Narratives, 3.
SHPA to Chief of Staff, #C~117, 16 July 1342.

Station List, 14 July 1942.

Por the histery of this new phase, ses forthooming study en the

o

Papuan Campaign, in AFIHI files.
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BIBLIOCGRAPHKY

¥ap Departasat Files

AAY Classified Files (oited AAC with desimal).

A

ot valushle for this stady were the Brett Report snd other

velwmes in the foreign files, althaugh all of the files

1isted

below were doversd thoroughly end without sxmeptien sontalned

pleses of sorrespondanse pertinent to the subjeeh under
iovestigatian.
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Mise., Australis /includes the repert by
¥a). Gen, Rohert C. Rishardso hn,
%o Ohief of Staff, 9.m;195_;,7
Kisg., Zast Indies

Generel Ralph Heyce
Assigament of CLfiswrs
Assigament of Cffieers
Assiganmt of Cffieers
Mise., Titles, Employwes
Mamorsada
Clssses of Gorrespendesce
Glasses of Correspendence
Glasses #f Correspsndense
AQC Letvers

AGO Letters

AGC Lebters

Reporis, Mise,

Reperts, Mise.

hw » n..l

Reperts, Mise.

Daily Disry

Strength of Organisations
Srength of Organisations
Strength of Organisations
Tables of Opganisation
Grganisation of Alr Corps
Organisation of Air Corps
Organisation of Air Cerpe
Greups

Mise., Staffs, Arns snd Servises
Conferenves

Training, Qeneral
Training, Ceneral

Iransfer of Treeps
Traasfer of Treops

'l.llllllll.lll
—iting T
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186

o Tiights, Ceneral
mn Flights, Ceneral
b3 ¥ ] Tiights, Genersl
773.6 A Terry Crews
1 Projests
%A Defenas of Lirdreonee
M. D ¥axr Plans
MKLr War Plamm
385 Speaial, Brett Repert on Air Operatisns ia

Awstralis
385 D Gondueting Warfere
f L Conducting Warfare
K00 m.og Auscralia
K00.174 A Prisritiss
W0O.345 0 Allavancs of Supplies
452.1 Assigoments of Alrplanes
k32.1 Rangs of Alrersft
h52.1 A 2 Bombars
h52.1 B Bosbers
h52.1 B Allssation of Alrerafd
h52.1 G Allssatisn of Alraralt
W52.1 7 Pursuit Aircrafs
00 Mise., Eest Indies
m-ﬂ ' ?Mtl!‘a

The sdjutent Gemeral, Classified Files (olted AG with decimal )s
370.5 El-u—-l.z) Novement of Shipment 6814
370.5 (8=1~kl) p¥. 2 Reinforeements and Novemsus of Treeps
530.8) (12-26-i1) ses.)

0ffiee of the Alr Adjutant Gemsrel, Classified Files (oited Alr AG

with desimal
32.2 Avatralis
$70.5, ses. 1
370.5, see. 2
686 Southern Ferry Roube

Uait Heosrds Bramch, AQ/AS, Operstisus, Comaitmmnts, and Requiremenks,
Pifth Adir Fores Miles.
Thess f1les were valushle for indicsting trocp movemsuts
and wnid Jeemtionp, changes of designutisn, snd perscanel
strangth,

Message Mlee.

Extensive wee was made of cable and radio messages fer the peried

Deswmber 1941-August 1942. All messages cited in this study

are filed in She AAF Xessage Center snd/or Arehives, Historical
Division, AC/AS, Inkelligence. In additien, limited use was
made of the A-2 Swmary Files, allo in the Archivu ef the

Histerissl Divisien

e
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Ynit Histories end Diaries

All of the documents listed below are filed in the Archives of the
Historical Division, AC/AS, Intelligence (cited AFINI files). The
histories, ian gensral, cover the period from 7 December 1G4l te 31
Desember 1942.

History of the 19%h Bombardment Group (H), with the follswing
attached:
Wistory of the 2dth Bombardment Squdron
History of the 30th Bembardment Squadron
Histaory of the 93d Boabardment Squadren
Ristory of the 435th Besbardment Squadron
"W35th Overseas”
History of the 27th Bombardment Greup (L)
History of the 35th Pighter Squadren
Histery of the 634 Bombardaent Squadron (N)
History of the Ath Alr Depot Group

Coel, Maj. Paul XK., exeerpts from diary kept in Java and Australia,
1 Jauary to 10 Desember 1942,

Knudson, Capt. Cecil €., diary kept in Java and Australis,
1 January to 27 December 1942.

Nghles, Lt. Col. James B,, diary kept in the Fhilippime Ialands,
Java, and Australia, 1 Novesber 1941 to 5 October 1942.

Qpders

Spesial Orders ¥o. 100, Headquartars, Ath Alr Forse, Hamilten Field,
Oalifomis, 17 Descsber 1941,

Genersl Orders, Meadquarters, Allled Air Forses, Southwest Fasific
Ares, Melbourne, Australis:

o, 1 20 April 1942

No. 2 27 April 1942

No. 3 1 May 1942

¥o. i 2 May 1942
Statiop Lists

", 8. A. Air Corps Units in Australis,” 8 May 19L42.
"U, 8, A. Air Corps Umits in Australis,® li July 1942,

Interviews

The following interviews, with exceptions ss noted, were mude in the
office of the Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Intelligense, and are en
file in the Reocords Branch, Lollection DA
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additien to the interviex file of the Records Bransh, esrtain wolumes
on Australis and the Southwest Pacific contsined missellanmesus reperts
vaich were used in this study.

Baskee, Col. Charles, 12 ¥ay 1942.

Barnes, Clarence F., 2 Septembser 1943.

Benner, Col. Donald ¥., 27 April 1943.

Browa, Lt. Col, Harold, 5 Novembar 1943.

Brown, Maj. Lewrence 3,, 15 Jume 1943, by Air Service Cormand.

Carmlohael, Col. Richard E,, and members of the 19th Dombardment
Group, 5 Desember 1942.

Cottage, Capt. Stanley, 23 February 1943.

Davies, Col. Jehn, 9 Decexber 1942.

Diehl, Maj. C. K., 8 July 1943, by Headquarters, IX Domber Jommand.

Eubank, Col. Rugens L., 2 July 1942.

Pisher, ¥aj. Willism P., {undated).

Oalushs, Maj. Harry L., {undated).

Getker, Milton J., 28 July 1943, by Alr Service Command.

Gowan, Li. Col. Joln K., 22 October 1942.

Horabeck, lst Lt. K. C., (undated).

Ksye, Col. Milten N., June 1943, AAFSAT Air Roam Interview,
"Fhotagraphis Aviation,"

Lame, Col. Willism, Jr., (typescript), 15 May 1944, filed in
hrohives, Historical Division, AC/AS, Intelligence.

Lemasn, Capt. 4. C., 29 Juns 1943.

Marburg, Capt. Charles L., 3 November 1942.

Marehant, Lt. Cols. John C., and Brown, Harold, (typeseript),
2), May 19hk, filed in Arohives, Historieal Division, AC/AS,
Intelligense.

MeDuffes, Maj., R. V., 1 July 1943.

Pitehford, Lt. Gol. John €., 16 July 1943, AAFSAT Air Reom
Interview, "Fighter Tactics snd Organization in New Guines.”

Ray, Robert 0., 27 October 1943, by Air Service Command,

Schastsel, Col. George E., 29 November 1943, by Alr Service Gommand.

Sheggrud, Cept. Barl, 23 February 1943.

Skanse, Col. Peter E., 28 May 1943.

Saith, 24 Lt, J. P., 22 July 1943.

Vance, Col. Reginald F. C., 13 Oatober 1943.

Von Heke, Clarence, 5 April 1942, G-2 Report.

Wells, Col. Harold R., 20 May 1943.

Special Studiss

sbet Narpatlves, Publications Branch, Office of Naval Intelligence,
nited States Ravy, 1943:
*"The Jav: Sea Campalgn”
“Early Raide in the Pacifie Osean, Pebruary 1 to March 10,
1gi2%
"The Landing in the Solomons, 7-8 August 1942"
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"Devalopments in the War Scomvales of Australis and New Zesland during

May 1942," Beard ¢f Noomomls Warfare, 25 Jume 1942.

"Jurvey of Australia,” Military Intelligence Divisisn, War Departamt
Cenernl Staff, 25 February 1942,

"Survey of Morth Xast Mew Guines and Papua,® Militsry Intelligess
- Divieisn, Yar Department General Sitaff, 15 July 1943.

Books
Jehnston, Robary, %%’.ﬁm&mm- Duell, Slean amd

Pearce, Ner Yo
Baeyciopssdia Aritennics, lith editiom, II, "Australia.”

Romale, Col, Carloa P., I Saw the E;.r; sf the Philippines. Doudleday,
Doran and Company, Inc., New lark, 1943.

Waldrop, Prank C., Maghrthur on Wgr. Duell, Slean and Pearce, New Yerk,

1942

Fspiadioals
" uu.i "Pe39's in New Guines,” in AFGIR, Bulleiln ¥o. 11 (April-iay 1943},
- -2,

Awon,, "Soutlwest Pagific Resonnsissanae,™ in AVGLR, Builesia No, 18
(Deosmbar 1943), 37-39.

. KAlis, Maj. Dill B., "We Introduced the Japs te the B-256," in My Fores,
XIVI, No. 8 (Augwst 1543), 20-31.

Bots, Capt. Hooert B., "™e'll Oo Back Seme Day . . . ,™ in AlL Jores,
XX¥Y, ¥o. 7 {Desamber 1942}, 10, 38,

Reyve, Maj. Gen. Halph, "Conbat Metes from Dowp Under,” im Air Feres,
XXVY, No. 1 (Janwary 1543), 15, 40.

Shelton, Maj. Charles K., "Our Pacifie Sky-lane,™ 1n Air Fores, XXVI,
No. 7 (July 1943), 10-13.
' South West P o, May, June 1943. Published monthly by Australim

News and rmstion Bureau, New York, ¥. Y,

e QKo I Heeidy, %o. 9 (25 Maroh 194k No. 16 (13 May 1942).

‘
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Newspapers
New York Times, April, May 1942.

Washington Post, 25 April 19kk.
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Appendix 1 « Boundaries of Pacific Ceean Areas
DIVIDING LINE BETWERN INDIAM THEATER AXD PACIFIC THRATER

From CAPE XAMI in the LUICHOW PENINSULA around the coast of the
TONKIN GULF, INDO-OHINA, THAILAND, and NALAYA to SINGAFORE: from
Singapore south to the north cosst of SUMATRA, thence round the east
soast of SIMATRA (leaving the SUKDA STRATT to the sastwerd of the line)
to & point on the cosst of SUMATRA at Longitwde 10L° Eagt, themoe south
to Latitude 08° South, thencs southeasterly towards ONSLOW, AUSIRALIA,
and on reaching Longitude 110° Bsat, due south along that meridisn,

The PACIFIC THEATER extends eastward of this dividing line to the
continsnts of NORTH and SOUTH AMBRICA.

DEFIRITION OF SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

The westerly boundary of the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC Area is the west~
arly boundary of the PACIFIC Theater, the Ares including necsssary
naval and air operational aress off the West Cosst of AUSTRALIA. The
north and ssst houndaries of the SCUTHWEST PACIFIC Area run as follows:
Pron CAPE KAMT (LUICHOW PENINSULA) south to Latitude 20° North} thence
east to Longitude 130° Easty thence south to the Equaters thence sast
%o Longitude 165° East) mouth to Latitude 10° South; soutimesterly to
Latituds 17° South, Iongituds 160° East; thense south,

IEFINITION OF SOUTHEAST PACIFIC AREA

Froz the NEXICAN-QUATENALA western boundary southwesterly to
Latitude 11° North, Longitude 110° Wesij thence mouth,

DEFINITICN OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN AREA

The PACIFIC OCRAN Area includss all of the PACIFIC Theater not
included in the SOUTHWEST and SOUTHEAST PACIFIC Areas, and is sub~
divided into the: o

NORTE PACIFIC AREA, North of Latitude 2" North)

CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA, betwesn the Equator and Latituds 20 Northj

SCUTH PACIFIC AREA, South of the Equator,

Incl., ltr of imstructions to CG, U.5, Army Forces in the South Pacific
Ar;;, dated 7 July 1942, OFD 384 SPA (7-7=42), incl. effective 8 lay
1942,

a9
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Appendix 2 = Duties of Staff, Allied Alr Headguarters

CHIRF 0
1, QGe-ordination of the general policy of the Commander.
2. PMans for the development and smployment of Alr Ferces in war.

3. Selectien of aireraft typea and scuipment to meet cperational
requirements.

&4« Idaleon with other Services and Departments concerning cpera~
tiens and intalligence.

ASSISTANT GHIEF OF SYAYP (A.C.0.3. Tech,),
1. Requirements znd information oconcerning technieal saintenancs
and technical ssrvices in relation to the employment and
technieal movement of operational units,

2, BRequirements and inforsation concermlng petrol, eil, munitiens
and pyroteshnics.

3. Special studies on technical supply matters.
T CHI P STAFF {1,C.0. .

1. Co~ordination of aduinistrative arrangements with cperational
requirements.

2. Reguirements concerning aerodromes, accommodation, sustenance
and sssential ssrvices in relation to the smployment and
tastical movemant of operational units.

3., liaison with appropriate staff, R.i.A.F. Headejuarters, and
U.BuhJuI.A. Headquarters.

1. Conduet of air cperstions and the issus of ordars in regard
thereto.

2. Mghting efficisncy and operational training poliey.
3. Sehemass for ground defance.

A Comsunication polioy.

5. Intelligemce.
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DIREGTOR OF OPKRATIONS (D.OPS.).
1. Control and rescord of operations through the Operations Room.

. 2» Development and application of new methods in the tastigal wm-
' ploymant of aircraft.

3. Supervision of operatienal training.
4. Advies on matters relating to navigation and armament.

5, Liaison with other mervices in the tactical saployment of air-
craft allotted for co-operative duties.

OPERATIONS 1 - PURSUIT ngglh
1. COrganization of Fighter Sector Headjuarters.
2. Mghter tactios development.
3. Collation and dissestion of oombat reporis.

- hs Issus of training instrwstions and tectical papers relating
- to fighter tactlcs,

b 1. Employment of reconnaissance and striking siroraft.
2. Systems of operaticasl control. |
3. Employment of fighter aircraft in support of siriking fores.
i« Baployment of tactlcal methods.
. $. Photographic reconnaissance unitas,
6. Lisison with S.C.0. regerding sircraft codes.
7. Dissemination of informetion regarding new methods.

OH - &
: 1. Army ce-operation policy.
N 2, Liaison with Arsy.
A 3, Development of mex methods and dissesination of infermation.

— 3
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QPERATIONS 4 - AL TRAININ .
1. Operational training units - Policy.

2. Liaison with other sesilons regarding dissemination of latesi
methods.

3. Liaiwon with persomnel provisloning.
OFERATIONS 5 =~ 25

1. Advica on operstional ssployment of armament squipment and
weapons.

2, Advice on operativnal wrmament requiresents and the introdug-
tien of new squipment,

3. Advige on the offersive smployment of chemical warfars agents.

k. Liaisen with other branches regarding supply anéd distribution
of armament squipasnt, bombs, ammunitlon and pyrotechnics.

5. Supervision of ammament training in oparational units in sol-

6. Provision of armament training facilities.

7. Analysis of the results of operations to assess the effestive-
neas of the weapons employed against particular targets.

8. Dissemination of nem methods sployment armament squipment.

9. Examinatien of oombat reports, etc., in collaboration with other

sections for the eollectlon and issue of tactieal information
and for devising new tactical methods.

P 6 = NAVIGA 6).
1. Navigatien poliey and advice.
Z, lLialson xith other branches regarding navigation equipmeat.
3. Procurement, oorrection and issus of maps and charts,
L« Coastal Alr Pilots and Notiges to Alraen.
5, Flying regulationa and restrictiona.
6., Production of publications in co-operatiom with the Havy.
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« of 1.

1. Advice on alr intelligence matters.

2.

Colleotion and dissemination of air intelligence.
3.

Policy matters relating to internal sesurity.
l) =

Correspondence, administration, treining, posting publigations.
2) = 2

Tactical information, target maps, photographie interpretation,
sneay order of battle, eamination of F.0.N. reports, sil-
houettes, ste.

AIR INTRILIGENCE (3) - (AX.3).
General security adeinlstratien.

G - H-

Publieity sensorship, unit censorship, censership llaison with
ether Jervices.,
A e - (A
Wireless intelligence, "J¥ poliecy.
DIRECTOR OF DEFENCK (D. of D).
1. Aative and passive defence measurss for the pretection of
service establishments.

2o

Policy matters relating to the organization and dirsstien
of ths Volunteer Air Observer Corps.

AIR DEFRXCE 1 (AD.1).

1. Active defence nsasures including matters relating to gun de-
fendes, asrodrome defengs units and balloon darrages.

2, Organization of Volunteer Alr Chserver Cerps.

2 1 2

Hatters relating to passive de
ARLP, and Anti-Gas.

¢ measures, including camouflage,

195
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- 1. Cozwmunicatien policy.

2, 7The organization and control of operational communications.

3. Liaison with 3ignals Staff of the Commander-in-Chief and ether
services including P.N.G.'s Department and Depertmsnt of
Civil Aviatien.
4. Radar (R.D/F) organiszation.
£o ATICNS 1 (C.1).
1. Air to ground communications organization.
i Z, Radio aids to navigation.
3« Visional signalling methods.
L« Frequency organization.

S« Idaimon with Department of Civil Aviatlion on comsunication

. mtters.
. COMMUNICATIONS 3 (C.3).

- l. Point to point communiestion organizatiom.
2. Meteorologicsl communication organization.
3. Lialson with Melbourne %/T Statieu.
4e Sigpal training standards.
ATION sp)e
1. Ce-ordination of Coding and Cyphering Systems.

2. Segurity messures including security systems for custody,
mustering, ete.

' COMMUNIGATIONS 7 (C.T)y

1 Radar (R.D/F) organization.
' IRECTOR OF S {D. Polo
‘. 1. Operational planning for tha employment of the Allied Alr

Forcen.
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2. Detailed planning in connection with current policy and epers-
tions.

3. Chiefs of 3taff Committee projects as they affect the Air
Force.

PLANS 1.
1. Preparatien of plans for future operation of Allied Air Force.
2. Inter<Servies planning.
3« Analysis of proposed operztioms.

PLANS 2,
Policy matters in relation to -
1. ‘uantity and locaticn of fuel and asmmnition reserves.
2, location of operatlonal, maintenance and supply unita,
3. Strategic air routes.
4s CGomposition and squipaent of operational units.
5. Replacement of persennel and equipment.

PLANS 3.

Study ‘ir Chiefs of Staff Committes projects from Air Forge point
of o,

9th Uay, 1912.

e eperts sy & D
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Appendlx 3 - Operational Statistics

v lst Ind.

L. HEADQUARTERS, Allied Alr Ferces, Office of the Conwmanding General,
Melbourne, Yictoria; 15 May, 1942. 707 Coammanding Gemeral, United
) States Aray Alr Porces, Washingten, D. C.

1. The statistics requested in par. 23 of basic letter
relative to the combat life of various types of airplanes used
in the Austrelian area are as follows:

a. Specific replacements per month necessary to main-
tain the present authorited units in Australia st thelir full Table
of Organization strength based oo actual sonditicns at the present

" time in the whole thsatre of epsrations:

4B Pursult Airplanes for 4 Uroups (1~RAAF., 3-USAAF)
' 11 Light Besbardnent Airplanes for One Group

15 liedium Bombardment Airplanes for Two Groups

9 Heavy Bombardaent Airplanes for Twe Oroups

1. Xk UK t of one Alr

Pursuit Alrplane 100 days

" light Bombardment Alrplane 87 days

- Mediua Bombardasent Airplane 110 days
Heavy Bombardment Alrplane 116 days

b« Replacements per month nevessary to maintain a unit
at its Table of Organization strength based on sonditions of no oom
bat but opersating on foreign soil. Rquivalent to conditions in Aue~
tralia except the Darwin and Moresby areas:

. 6 Pursuit Airplanes per Oreup
3 Light Bombardast Alrplanes per Orsup
3 Medium Bambardnent Alrplanes per Group
2 Hoavy Bombardment Airplanes per Greaup

1. Average life of one Airplane

a3 Pursult Airplans 200 days

Light Bombardsent Alrplane 273 days
t Mediun Bosbardment Airplane 273 days
. Heary Bosbardment Airplane 253 days

g+ Replacements per menth neceseary to maintain & unit

. at its Table of Organization strength based on vonditions of inter-
mittent madium scale sneny attacks and fairly continruous unit opere-
tions. Equivalent to conditlons in Darwin and Mores
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49 Pursuit Airplanes psr Oroup
: 16 Light Bombardment Airplanes psr Oroup
g 11 Medium Bombardment Airplanes per Greup
- g Heavy Bombardment Airplanss psr Group

‘- 1. Average cosbat lifs of one Alrplaps.

Pursuit Airplane 23 days

Light Bombardment Airplans 32 days
Medium Bombardsent Airplane 73 days
Heavy Bombardeent Airplane 66 days

g« Replacements per month necessary to maintain a unit
at its Table of Organisation strength based on conditions eof intem-
sive combat with full scale daily snemy attacks. Eguivalent to cene
ditions that existed in Javas

192 Pursuit Airplanes per Group
, 120"* Light Bombardment Alrplanes per Greup
3548 Nedium Bombardment Alrplanes per Oroup
21 Heavy Basbardamt Airplanes per Group

Y- 1. Averags t 1i o

Pursuit Airplane 6 days

. Light Bombardment Alrplane 7 days

N Medium Bombardment Airplane 23 days
- Heavy Bombardment Airpiane 23 days

8. All of the figures excspt those mariked ("*) represent
the true loss factor under the conditions stated. The marked figures
are sstimates. No attempt has besn made to calculate what difference
adequate warning devices, more disperssl areas, or better conditiens
of maintenance would make.

. 2. The following data, pertinent to Ordnance, is submitted
with reference to the information requested in basic letter:

& Reference paragrsph 2p.

1. B-il type

d 3100-1b bombs have been used against sirplanes and
personnel on alrdromes.

- 300-1b bombs with one~tenth setond delay fuse have
¢ Beon used against bulldings, and hangara en air-
dromes .

o
‘ . 500-1b and 600-1b bembs have been used en transperts
and armed cargo vesssls in
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1000-1b and 1100~-lb bombs have been used en battle-
ships and carriers.

- To date the 500-1b bombs have been utilized te the

. utmost against targets which have been presented

. most often——cenvoys. In future operations, attacks

R undoubtedly will be conosntrated against sea oraft
and alrfields.

2. B-25 and B-26 types

500~1b bombs have been most frequently used with

this type of aircraft. The targets against which
thess bombs hive been used have been ships-—-destroyers,
cargo vessels znd transports.

3. Acz2h type (dive bopbars)

100-1b bozbs and 500-1b bombs have been ussd against
transporits and cargo vossels.

4o Purguit aircrafi

Sc¢ far no bombs have been dropped by pursult air-
eraft opersting from the Australian ares.

? 2. Reference paragraph 2.

1. B=il Sype

Statistically B~17 airplanes have aversged better
than 15 missions per month. Each mission was con-
sidered a bombing mission., XNormally on recormals-
sance missions airplanes of the 5th Bomber Command
sarried 1 boab-bay tank and 4 load of bombs, te be
used against targets of opportunity if presented.

2. B=25 ang B-26 type

It 1a ostimated that this type airplsae has been
operated on about 12 nissions per month, all of
whigh wers bombing missions.

' 3. A=24 type (dive banbers)
* It 13 estimated that thie type alrplans has besen

used on appraoximately 12 aissions per month, all
of whick ere bombing missions.
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3. Recommendntione.

- 2. It is believed that requirements set forth im para-
- graph 14. of basic sommunicetion are essentially correct.

s b. It ia believed that for initisl operations in any
glven ares the figures given for wission rates in paragraph lg. ure
low. Over a long period of operations, within a large theatrs of
operations, the figures sst forth will ne doubt hold true. However,
it appears that in the ewrly stages of an opsratien, targete will be
pressuted which will make many more aissions per month advisable.
If these nisalon rates are used as one of the factors in determining
supply, there may not be sufficient ammunition available for
the raruired missions.

g+ It is recommended that initial stockage be provided
for missions as follows:

. 1. Heavy Bombardment

15 aissions per momth, all of which will be bomb-
ing mlsslons.

. 2, MNedium Bombardment
» 20 missions per moath, all of whioh will be bomb~
- ing nissions,
3. Light Bombardment (includes dive bombers)

30 missions per momth, all of which will be bomb-
ing miasions.

4. Transports
No data avallable.
5. Amphiblans
No data avallable.
\ 6. 4 ul 4o ca
30 missiona per month, 5 of which will be bowh=
ing missions.,
* 4. The basie ocsmunication deals only with bombs. In re=
gard to ammunition for alroraft mechine guns and cannen for pursult
® sireraft, it iz felt that the which has beea
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seb for the Australian area, is very low for initial requirements,
sspecially when combined with the mission factor of 20 missions per
month for pursuit aireraft. For such type ammunitien an expenditure
factor of 100%, and a mission factor of 30 missions per month, does

not sesm sxcessive, especially wher it is taken into considerstion

that operstional training of new pllots must be carried cut and asmmni-
tion must be expended for this purpcss.

GEORQE Y. BRETT,
Commander.,

1st Ind. (basic lir. not at
Breti.

of Lt. Oen. George H.




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

® el ..

Appendix ) - Station List, 8 May 1942

. 0. 8., A. AIR CORPS UNITS IN AUSTMALIA
i {Notet x denotes base sections,)
s . srmom
ORGANIZATION STATION ofT, M
MT R TUBKWPA %73 Do T =
3rd Bomb Cro L
q & Charters Towers x2 17 2a Nl
8th Bomb Sq " " * 3 in
13th Bomb Sq n " * 27 58 168 1a
89tk Boxb 3q * n * 18
90th Boxb Sq " = & 27 6a 12
lSlhth Ord Co (iwn)B
(less Ird Plat) « . o g 1
nd Chen Co (Avn) " * ¥ 6)
. Sub Total YIT IJa IOk Ia LI59
22nd Bomb Croup (X
; Townaville x 32 233 16
¥ 2nd Bomb Sq " v 51 215 Ba
¢ 19th Bomb 8q ' " 52 216 Ba
33rd Bomb Sq To /Necal/ 52 718 8
., 108th Bomb 8q (M) rormavillos x2 &0 235
» 8lith Ord Co (Awvn) B
. (3rd rlat) " L § 38
453rd Ord Co (Avn) B
{(less 1 Plat) L * 3 178
4151at Ord Co (Awn) B
(less 1 Plat) " LI § 2L
Det 1st Chem Co
(Serv Awn) n " 18
Suh Total b Lt ] 1378 a 1SS

38tk Bapb Gro u

Eagls Parm x3 20 2a 25T 15
Det Hq & Hq Sq Batghelor x1 b 4]

et Hyg & Hq 8q Warga Yagea T.P.x7 ik

69th Bomb Sq Eagle Farr-fMecai3 21 la 250 Ga
v 70th Bomd Sq Wagge Vaggs x7 S 20

Tist Bomb Sq Batehelor x ok (1) N

105¢h Bomb Sq (M) Ballarat T | 23

L4ySth ord Co (Avn) B

(2nd Plat) En.Batchelor x1 1 39
LLSth Ord Co (Avn) B -

b (4th Flat) Eagls Fara E E‘é
. Sud Total

A bt = —
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U.8.A. AIR CORPS URITS I AUSTRALIA (CONT'D)
4

ORQATIZATION
19th Tork Group (H

28th Tomd Sg
Flight "A¥
¥lizht "B*
30th Bemdb 8
?3rd Bomb 8q
LOth Rec. 5q in)
4S0th Ord Co (Am) B

g¥ Bomb Group gﬁz
A-q & ¥} m

53rd Bomb Sq

6lith Bomb Sq

£5th Bomb 3q

403rd Bomd Sq (H)

Lidst Ord Co (Awn) B
(leas 1 Flat)

kilet Ord Co {Awn) B
{1 rlay)

8th Pursuit Croup (I}

Hq & g 3¢

6th Inter Con Sg

i1Sth Pur Sq

36th Pur Sq

B0th Pur Sq

683rd Ord So Ekm) P

683rdl Ord Co (Avn) F
{1st Flat)

683rd Crd Co (Awn)} P
{3rd Flat)

683rd Ord o (Ava) P
(2nd Plat)

35th Pursuit Croup (I)

Hgq % Bq bg

39th Pur 8q

4oth Pur 8q

ilst Pur Sq

ANt Inter Con Sq

£79¢h Ord Co (Awvn) ¥
{Less 2 Flats)

6£79th Ord Co (Awn) P
{1 Flas)

679tk Oxd Co (Awm) P
(1 Mat)
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STRENGTH TOTAL
STATION off.  EM,  STRENGTY
Cloncurry x? 8 12
" " 15 39
Cunderdin x5 2l €9
Longreach 2 4 &9
Clencurry * 55 Ja 232 bl
Lorgreach LT 216
Oarbut * 52 62 75 83
Cloncurry LI 157
Sub Total a
Sydney x7 16 19c
e v 8 188
¥ «Daly Waters " 7 165
" ] 13 155
Laverton x 9 21,0
Sydner x7 & 18
Tt P Y
Sydney-Daly ¥atars " 17
Sub Total B 2 b L' bV-J0y
Archerfield x3 3L la 166
" " & 203
Yoodatock x2 35 2a 189
Antit Flains " 39 68
Lowood x3 41 3a &%
Axrcherfield 2 14
Lowood * 1 23
Toodstock 2 1 23
dntil Flains LD 1 2
Sub Total p1 ) 6:‘7!3 1083
Kascot Alrdrome x7 11 p¥-a
Tondstock x2 36 2a 209
Antil Plaine ¥ 38 ns
Bankstown x7 37 pury |
n * 7 205
L] e
TWoodetock
Antil Plainsg
Sub Total
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U.S.A. 41K CORPS UNITS IN AUSIRALIA (CONT'L)

OGRTANIZATION

L9th Purseii Croup (I)
Hq = Hq 6q
Tth Pur sSq
8th Pur 8
9th Pur Sq
k9th Inter Com Sq
"hSth ord Ce (Avn) B
{3rd Flat)
ihSth Ord Co (Avn) B
(1st Plat)
Replacemsntis

8th Air Bass Croup
g - | 53
11th Nat Sq
1th Sig Plat (4va)Ad
703rd Ord Co (Avn)AB

vet 2nc Q¥ Co {Awn Sup) v

2208 Air Taze Gro
B‘-l x Hq 5

30th Lat Sq

37¢h Sig Plat (Awvn)AB

713th Srd 0o (Ava)AB

Dot Chem Co lst Flat
{Serv Avn)

Co *Dm f9¢h QM Co.
{Avn) IM

0Ltk Q¥ Co (Avn) T

35th Alr Nase Grou

47th Mat Sq

2nd Mat 53

2nd Plat 2nd Chea Go
(Servy Avn)

Dacon Det 2nd Chem Co

11th Sig Plat (Awn)AR

1st Det Lth QM Co (Avn Sup) ¥

T25th Ord Co (Avn)AB

STATION

Darwin xl
" "
" ¥
" 1]
) "
. ] L]
| n

Sub Total
Sydney x]
" "
L} n
| ] "
| ]

But Total
Archerfiasld =3
" -
n i
" "
L] "
] ]
L ] L 4

Sub Total

ChartersTowers x2
" * T.P. ¥

Amberiey-Townaville x3

Charters Towers x2

(A‘m) L] " n
N ] "
23 n
1 i ]
Sub Total

STHENGTH TYTAL
ofT, E.H. STRENGTH
20 1 270

37 19k

33 la 153 38

3 la 8L Na

3 367

1 Lo

1 39

|

ks Herpak
9
%

o g
N
8

1
1
L

Saune

;)
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aumlle: -
U.8.A. AIE CORPS UNIRS IN AUSIRALIA (CONT'D)
N STRENGTH TOTAL
ORGANTZATION STATION Off, Bola, STABRCTH
> e ———— ——————
» 36th Air Base Oro
>- R ) Bellarat x 12 242
- Lgth Mat &g ) T 9 3n
Decon Det 2nd Chem Co (Awan) " 18
707tk Ord Co (Ava) AB Bellsrst " L 58
hth OM Co (Avn) Port NMelbourne L | b1
86Tth M Co (AWn)IM ¥ " LI %ﬁ_
Sub Total 30 BBL
th Air Dase Grouw
"5 99 Charleville  x3 18 232
8th Met 3q r * 10 205
- Det Lth QM Co (Awn &(Mp)) . LI § 1k
Co "E" 36th "M Regt{dvu)T * " 3 107
Suh Total 3% 11 550
) L&th Alr Base Oroup
Tiq & 0g 59 Dely Waters x 21 2T
h3rd Yat 8o Adeladde Fiver " | 30h
709th (ri (o (Awvn)An " n LI 58
"y 2'th Sic Plat(Awn)AR . n r 3 38
- 733rd QA Co {(Awn) T v " "3 109
Det 2ud @n Co (Awn Sup) * f L 3100
Sy Total 5z Y 925
" Lth Adr t ar
Nq < N3 E Warga Fagra x7 21 169 2
Repair 8q . " 13 212 2
Supply Sq Eristane x3 6 121 !2a
Supply Sq Det Veat Footsaray xh 11
fut Total r L34
SERVICINN DETAILS
. AdeTaIde x5 1 8
Aljice Springs L | 8
Cloncurry 2 1 8
Forrest x5 1 8
Frezsnile = 1 ?
Kslgoorlie LI 8
Codnadatta x5 1 8
e Port Pirie L | 8
Sub’ Total —E 4 e
* OF RATT. WAL TPADNIN. CHOUP
: T ¥lllisgstom x7 7 ?
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' 207
® .

U.S.A, AIR CORPS UNITS IN AUSTRALIA (CONT'D)

STRENGTH TOTAL
ORGANIZATION STATION off.  EM,  STERNOTH

r % OBS AND FQ
HQUSAFIA

- Batehalor
Daly daters
Charters Towers
Cloneurry
Hern lsland
Townavills
Charleville
Arcberfield
Reckhampton

- Allce Springs
Ceduna
Oednadatta

p Cunderdin
Brooms
Xalgoorlie
Wagze Uagszs

T Perth

2
2
1
1
1
1

LURKREBENUARBURERRERLS

?ylruunnn&- NN nuumpuqrrﬁ

1
Sab Total 10

832nd Sig Serv Co Brisbane
21st Transport Sq Archerflield
. 22nd Transport Sq Essendon
lat Chem Co (Serv Awn)} Geelong
6lst Mat Sq "
Det 4th Chem Co(Sup Sec)ircherfield
t Det 4tk Chem Co(Sup Sec)Aaggs Wagza
8th Pheto Sq (Flight A) Garbut
370th Mat Sg(Reduced) Laverton
Co "A" 91lst QM BN(Awn)IM Darwin
Co "B" 33rd QM Regt{iwn)T *
1st Plad 453rd Ord Co{ivn) *
. USAC Det Batohelor
USAC Det Clencurry
Sub Total

RREREERROREPLEY

PUTITY T v

_—
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m

° ‘ "
" : U.S.A. AIR CORPS UNITS IN AUSTRALIA {OONT'D)
: STRENGTE TOTAL
) ORGANIZATION STATION off. BoX, STRENOTR
’ A ]
N 808th ENG, BN. (AVYN) A 23 816
: “¥q Co Katherine a1
- Ca mAW | ] L
c° HBI " |
CQ l‘lc. » "
Sub Total 4 3 1) gy
11th REPLACRMENT 0ONT. DEP,
¥ 5 Murphy  xi 22 827
1st 8q "o . n
m Sq ] ] " 60
Ixd 8q " » " 408
a hth 8q L] L] " 8z
Sth 8q " " ] 59
éth 8q LA " Th
¢ Tth Sq = . I 4
8th 8q ] ] L] Nn
9th 8(], n » " 81
10th 8q ] " " &0
A 11th " " " ik
« (lees 636 distrivuted to organizations)
Sub Total X05Y
’a
. Sub Total Officers Enlisted Nan
Att, 59 ass
GRAND TOTAL 19,681
) Units below not carried in Grend Totali
. 694th 8igz Rep Co
(AwS) (less 1 P1t)  Townsville 2 6 2a 107
69Lth 8ig Rep Co
‘ (aws) (1 Fit) BErisbane x3 3 Lk
99¢h Ag Rep Co
(aws) %Lul 1Pt} Ferth x5 7 180
TSHRS miw o
p A¥S t
e N 1 :% T g
¢
Brett Report, Sumsary M.
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A3, 32

A-20, 52, 126

A-24, 1, 12, 14, 17, 18, 21, 47,
52, 124, 126

ABDA Connmad, 15, 16, 36, 73

Abbakerk, 4%

Adelaide, 46, 104, 110

A%au;ﬂ Holstend, 12
AT Dase groups, 96, 104-105
Alr Commend Wo. 1, 77

Alr Coxnand Ne. 2, 77, 135

Alrfields, 4; Awstraliam, 37, 103

Alr Hunltiens Assignnent Cemxitted,
99

Air Service Comnand, 83

Alise Bprings, 110

Allied Air Foross, ¥1-80, 107, 130,
145-146, 147, 148; staff officers,
n-72

Allied Forces, BE-80, 66, B87-68,
117, 148-147; comsanders, 67-68

Aliied Supply Couneil, 84-85, 99

Allied Yorks Ceumeil, 84-885

Amberlsy Alirdress, 17, 18, 84, 94,
125

Anerican Alr Torces, 73~-080, 148,
148

Ante, Maj. Joseph L., 33

ANZIAC Tusk Torce, 31, 45

Archerfield Alrdrome, 17, 88

Area Coabined Hg., 102

Ares Hq., 76

Arnold, GCen. Henry X., 50, 14}

Australia, geography, 39-30; govern~
nent, 30-38; ocommunications and
transportation, 33-37;: industrial
development, 3740

Australian Alr Command, 48, 72

Australian Army, 70, 72

Aussralisn Tood Comncil, 84-88

Australisn Imperial Porces, 57

Aviation fusl, 96-100

o
g el
g

wa

3

3-17, 1, 3, 10, 3122, 37, 48,
50-61, 86, 61-64, 88, 118,
140-141

3-.18, 88

3-24, 27, 87

A-25, 14, 52, 69, 61-84, 121,
1932, 134

B-26, 30-31, 121, 122

Backus, Capt. Edwarda ¥., 18

Bali, 28

Ballarat, 48, 95, 113

M.l. MO Gen. Julian '-, 12.
13, 15, 18, 83, 47

Base Sections, 41-43, 45

Bataan, 14, 61, 64

Batchelor Tisld, 64

Beasley, Swpply Minister, 85

Bisaarck Archipelage, 44, 110, 114,
118

Blaney, Gen., Sir Thomas, 57, 67

Jloeafoniaine, 12
omd bay tanks, 5O, 128

Jombing, high-altisude, 116

Boraeo, 15, 18

Bostock, ASr Vice Marshal Willisas 1.,
n

Bostrom, Capy. Frank P., 11, 63

Brady, Col. Framels M., 14, 16

Braadon, kt. Harry ¥., 11

BIroreton, Maj). Gen. Lavis K., 14,
16, 18, 2¢

Brets, L. Gen. Geoxge K., 4, 8, 13,
18-16, 19-20, 26, 33, B89, 43, 48,
80, 63, 54, 56, 58, &Y, N1-73, TV,
1286, 1423, 148, 146; Commanding
Osneral, Allled Alr Torees, T1

Brisdarne, 15, 33, 46, 47, 48, 53,
76, 79, 94, 104, 107, 157, 147

British Pesroloum Board, 98

British Fetvrolewm Migsion, 99, 100

Brokea Hi1ll, 37

Broomy, 27, 110

W2
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Gy, a0

Buka Ieland, 44
Buna, 44, 147

¢

C«39, 14, 54, B8

=47, B4, 88

G-53, 68

C-88, 88

C«60, $0

Caldvell, Cel. (harles H., 1¢
Comp Murphy, 78

Canberra, 58

Canton Island, 5, 8, 88

c‘ﬂiﬂhﬂ.}. xt- o‘l‘ mﬂhﬂﬂ'd l., u.

21, 45
Carpentaria, Gulf of, 118
Casunlty rate, 128, 142-143
Cedu, 63-64
(elebes, 18
Central Cargo Committse, B3-84
Chaffin, Lt. Harald H., 11
Chamberlain, Brig. Gem. S. J., 67
Charleville, 48, 95
Charters Towers, 47, 52, 64, 75,
115, 124, 1258

.?emni. 12
hristuae Island, 5, 8

Civil Aeronautics Authorisy, 4
Civil Aviatien Dept. (Austiraliaa),
xv
Claggett, Brig. Gea. Nenry 3., 13,
15
Clark Tield, 14
Clencurry, 51, 138
) § , 12
Cooos Island, 7, 8
Coetivy Island, 7
Comdined Chiefs of Staff, 48, &9
Comnally, Haj. Jsmee T., 50
Ceel, L&. Paul B., 119
Co=pilots, meed for, T8-79
Ceral Sea, 113~115, 127
Corregldor, 14, Al
Crexton, lst Lt. ¥armer, 73
Cunderdin, 51
Curtin, Frime Minister Jdohn, 66, B4

Daly Yasers, 58

Dansslan, o6

Darvim, 26, 35, 46, 48, 53, 104,
110, 11s

Davao, 15, 03-84

lhvita, Lt. Col. Joha !-, 14' 17.
51, 53, 63

D=2, b4

D3, 27, 54, 09

DC=t, 54

Del, Monte alrfield, 62-64

Dengus fever, 78

Dege Garcia Island, 7

Diehl, MaJ. C. K., 6%, 120

Director of Atr Defense, 139

Pirector of Weather, 100, 101

Pupuy, Naj., 86

Dursat, Col. H. ¥. K., 68

Duteh forces, 38-80

8th Alr Base Op., 57-58, 92, 98,
147

Ssh Benb. 3‘-, 124

E4h Fighser Op., 127, 138, 137,
147. See alse Oth Pursuit Op.

8th Materiel Sq., 17

$th Photo. 8q., 111-113

8th Pursult Gp., 18, 20, 40-42,
47, 63, 95. Sge alng Oth
Fighser Op.

11tk Bomd. 8q., 11, 50

114k Replacensnt Depos, 78

184k Reoen. S5q., 42, 113.

408%h Bomb, Sg. (K)

§0%h Fighter 8q., 137-138

Blst Aly Depot Op., 9¢

8lst Revalr 3q., 94

€€th Recon. 3g., 11, 21

89%h Bomd. Sq., 124

408th Eﬂgn Bn. (‘“u)| 19, ‘3.
103

Eighth Air Yorce, 139

Eubank, Col. Bugeas L., 14, 71

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



_

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

T

lat Avn. Sq. (Prov.), 93

4%h Alr Depot Gp., 19, 48, B

16th Hecon. 8¢., 11Z, 120, 123,
Sse glgo 405tk Bemd. Sq. (M)

164k Weather Sq. (RHegional Oom-
srol), 101, 102

40th Fighter Sq., 136, 137-138

40th Fscon. Sq., 48«49, 61, 63,
110, 113. 3e¢ 438%h 3q.

41st Flghter Sg., 137-138

4Z4 Boub. Op. (H), B7-58, 75,
113, 120, 1223

434 Ing. (Genersl Service), 48

45th Alr Pase Gp., 19, 48, 95

46%h Alr Base Op., 30, 47, 98

45th Zng. (Genersl Sexvice), 48

49%h Fighter Ov., 127, 129-131.
S¢e 8190 49th Pursult Op.

4%th Pursuit Gp., 18, 19, 47, 53.
See glgo 494h Fighier Gp.

5lst ALy Bass Op., 19, 20

51s% Purenit Gp., 17, 19, 30

4034 Bomb. 5q. (H), 113

406th Boxb. S¢. (M), 115, 123.
See plge 1565th Reeen. 4.

408tk 3omb. 3q. (M), 113, 182,
Sew algo 18%h Heeon. B5q.

435th Bomb. S8q. (A}, 113, 1l4,
118, 118, 125«1325. Ses also
40%h Recon. Bg.

448th Ord. Co. (Awa.), 107

¥r-4, 111

Tactory representatives, 51-92

"Faintin! Floosle," 112

Tar Zast Alr Yoree, 1, 10, 14,
145

Terrying Command, 86-20, 129

Pifth Air Yorce, 145

Pighter Sestor Contrel Umis, 78

i34 Islanda, 106, 106-209, 122

Fitch, Col. M. K., 67

Yootscray, 94

é

Gazrdut Fisld, 126
Casnata, 44, 134
Gatty, Harold, 54

211

Geelong, 48, 94
Sepp, Sir Herders, 84
Ghornley, Admiral, 106, 146

Hanceck, V/C Valston E,, 72
Harmon, Maj. Gen. Killard ¥., 83,
144

Hawaii, 8, 10

HEuyelwood, ht. Col. 4. A., 40

Holfrioh, Vice Adm., 36, 59

Helton, Capt. Klbers, 8O

Hevits, Alr Oommedore Joseph K., 72

Hipvs, Capt. William G., 14

Badbu, Capt. Louis X., 14

Hobson, Lt. Cel. Kenneth B., &, 49
12, 13

Hora Ieland, 126

Howerd Oprings, 48

Hoy%, Col. kost G., 71

Hughes, Capt. Juck W., 8, 49

¢
India, reinfercements for, 20, 25
J

Java, 30-28, 47, 127
deingk Aviation Petrolawum Ceordinat-
ing Commitiae, 99

"Tangareo Sguadron,” 113

Xatheriae, 103

Eavieng, 23, 44

Xoass Alrdrore, 28

Xenney, Maj. Gen. Jeorge C., 144,
148

Xiota, 44

Inapp, Col. odbert D., 121

Inilm, 54

Kospang, 19

Isala Lumpwr, 18

L
Labor, Australian, 39-40
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Lae, 23, 44, 45, 82, 118, 119,
132, 135

Lasd, Maj. Samwel 2., 14, 33

Langley, 26

Laverton Alrdrome, 93, 113

LB-20, 37, b1, 88

Leary, Tice Adn. Hardert 7., 48,
67

Lend-lease, 36, 99, 100

Lincoln, Maj. Gen. Rush 3., %0

Lockhsed Ledestar, 237, B84

Longreash, 126

Lorengau, 33

Louisiade Archipelage, 114

Louisiade Islands, 116

Lovery, Capt. Hersan ¥., 19, 63

Luson, 14

MacArthur, Gen. Douglas C., 14, 16,
b6, 60, 67-88, 70, 84, 146}
Buprems Commandsr, Southwest
Pacific Ares, 67

KoCall, Sgt. Jobm &., 7

McEarney, Naj. Gen. Joseph 2., 141

McPherson, 1st Li. Clarence X., 8

Madang, 23

Magnetic Island, 21-~-232

Kall service, 86

Maresag, €3

Mareeba, 126, 147

Marehzll, Brig. Gen. Richard J., 67

Magooh, 95

¥aui, 20

Kauna Leg, 24

Helgs, 12, 24

Melbourne, 16, 45, 104, 110, 147

Merle~Saith, Col. Yan 8., 13

Metvoralogical Serviees, 102

Microfila service, 87

Middie Xass, 57, 70

Mldvay, 4

Mindonsc, 56, 82, &5, 119

Morsle, 143-145

At. Gamdier, 47

Muellsr, Capt. Alvin J., 11%

Mussau Island, 44

19¢h Bomd. Op. (K), 10, 48-81,
75, 94, 110, 113, 118, 128-126,

T 147

19¢h Bomb. 8¢., 133

90%th Bomb. 3q., 134

9lad Domb. 8q., 18-19

924 Jord. Op., 141

984 Bombh. 8¢., 49-51, 126

Randt, 8, 108

Favy, coordinatios with, 118-117,
123

Hethoriands Mast Iadies, 2, 8, 10,
14, 25, D9, 97, 110

Nov Britain, 113, 119, 143

New Caledonia, 5, B, 45, 46, 106-
109, 115, 117, 122

Yow Guminen, 23, 44, 45, 110, 113,
115, 116, 118, 119, 122, 143,
146

Fev Xedrides, 108-109, 117

¥ov Irsland, 118

Nev %saland, 106, 108, 117

e, 12

Fichols Tield, 63, 84

Noonamuh,K 48

Fortheansters Area, 73, 73, 88,
108, 103, 104

Nerthwestern Ares, 73, 73, 88, 103,
103, 104

0

14732 Field Ardiliery Regt., @
148%h Meld Arsillery Regh., 48

4

P-38, 111, 138-140, 143

P-39, 43, 53, 82, 133-135, 138~
139, 143

P-40, 17, M, 26-37, 47, B, 109,
130-131, 134-135, 138, 143

P~47, 138

P-400, B3, 138

Pacific Cosan Aves, 9

Palembang, 28
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Palmyra, 086

Patah, 3rig. Gen. Alexander X.,
28, 107

Pattern Yombing, 118§

a2y, 14

PBY, 27

Pearl Harber, 10, 11

Peary, 24
2 , 13

errin, Col., Xdwin 8., 7M1

Peraonnel, 48, 68, 70, 73, T-80,
90, 128, 135, 137, 143~144

Porth, 468, 79, 104, 110

Petroleua Coordinater, 98

Petroleum Producis Allesation
Commitiee, 99

Prilippines, 10, 13, 14, 18, &6,
63, 11%, 134

, 26

’mt, 001. ™ B., w

Pohl, Col. Herman K., 7

Point Yoirve, ¥

Pelifks, Mp). Iarl, 112

Pert Hedland, ¥, 37

Pers Nerswby, 33, 44, 52, 78, 110,
112, 114, 115, 118, 116, 1lis,
1%, 135-136, 147

President Polk, 18

Priorities, 140

Premotions, 144

Purchasing Board, U. 8., 3839

Q

Suesn ¥ary, 87
Qneeasland, 147

RAAY, 22, 23, 24, 0, 33-34, 48,
B8, 70, Ti-76, 78, 101, 133,
145

Rabaunl, 22-33, 44, 113, 118-11®

Pailvayq Australian, 34~-38

Ravie, Lt. David 6., 11

Retonnalssance, 112-113

Reanwblis, 11, 13, 13

Rios, Col. R. 3., "

kiohardason, ¥aj. Gen. Robery ., Jr.,
34, T4, 144

Roads, Australlan, 35-38, 8%

Rogers, Capt. Floyd V., 18-19

h‘."' L‘- 0010 :oh n-. ”

Resasl Inland, 44

Botatien plan, orevs, 137-138,
144

Royal Netharlands Bass Iadies
Avwy Aly Torce, T

R”“. ’!‘1‘- ‘.‘- Mpk, 36. “g
6z, 7T, 88, 11¢, 109

24 Bomd. S4., 193

34 Hateriel Sy., 78, %4

Sth Fhote. @., 113

7th Australisn Hilitary Dlebrict,
48

Yok Benb, Op. (X), 10, 13, 17, 20,
21, 4880

16%h Domd. Sq., 1819, 48, 081

17¢h Beab. Bgq., 18-19, 40, 81

17¢h Parsuit 8q., (Prev.), 17, 52

894k Bomd, Sq., 107, 130, 132

TOth Remb. 9¢., 107-108, 130, 132

T1st Boxd. Sq., 120, 13228

TS Pighter Sq. (RAAT), 134, 1R

78 Fighter Op. (RAAF), 126, 127

694%h Afrorafs Warning Oe., Y9

699th Alrcrafs Waraing Os., 79

704%h QN Co., 52

7334 QX Co. (Truek), 33

Salamaun, 33, 44, 45, 46, &3, 118,
138

Sandberg, L. Qel. J. K. R,, &8

Ssnea, 109

Senta Orws Ialanmds, 117

Boanlon, Brig. Gen. Marsia ¥.,
77, 118, 135, 137

Seharger, 0/0 Fredertek A. ¥W., 72

Schwvanbeck, Maj. Baymend 7, &

. 38

Sexrvices of Bupply, 83

ﬁi;h, Lt. Gel. Prederic ‘u' J‘r..
137

Sneed, Irig. Gen. Alders L., 77

Selomen lllll‘l. 43, 14, 45, “'
110, 118, 119, 142, 168

So:th Avlansio ferry woute, 1, 6,

e

]

South Pagifie Ares, €0, 140, 144

South Pagifte ferry route, 1, 3,
s, e, 100
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Southeast Feaific Area, 69

Southwest Pasifia Area, 69, 70, 7§,
108-109, 117, 138, 143, 146, 147

Ssewart, Maj. Earli 0., 40

Stivers, Go). C. P., 67

Supply, 43, 57, 81-108, 137

Butherland, Naj. Gen. Richard K.,
a7

Suva, 8

Sydney, 46, 47, 83, 7, 78, 104,
110, 137

]

34 Bomb. Op. (L), 30, 31, 47, Bl-
s2, 61, 75, 1185, 134, la8

34 Pursuit ag (r:-w.). 18, B2

154h Boad. 8q., 134

13th Recon. S8q., 1135. Ses alse
4034 Boxb. 8q. (X)

20th Pursuit Go., 1Y

2304k Pursuld Sg. (Prov.), 53

2le% Transport 3g., 83, 88, B0

3834 Alr Bade Op., m. 47, ] ]

”525';33' !suﬂ %22 12?5 e,

aed BOﬂb. Qey

3Tth Boxb. Gp. (Il) 13. 17.1’ “'
51-63, 63, 134

28th Bozb. Sq., 49-E1, 138

304k Bomh. Sq., 49-80, 1238

30th Qf Regs. {Truck), Co. ¥, 33

31st Y Regt. (Truek), Co. G snd
Co. 1, 32

w Bﬁ‘b. 51[., 122

335d Pursuit Sy. (Prov.), 18

354%h Atr Base Gp., 230, 47, 94

35th Fighter Gp., 127, 138, 137,
147. J2ee alse 3B%k Pursuié Oyp.

364h Pighter Sg¢., 136, 137.138.
See 318¢ 35%h Iaterceptor Jontrel

35¢th lonteraeptor Control 8q., M.
Spe aisg 35%h Pighter 3q.

354k Pursuiy Gp., 17, 18, 19, 20,
42, 47, 63, 95. BEeg plep 35th
Mghter Gp.

36th Alr Dase Up. 20, 48, 98

36th FPighter Sq., 138, 137-138

n
U dasded Bt Sea

Ivsh Divisien, 108

37 nx, cannon, 1X4

39%h Bomh. @o (u), a0, 43. ?5.
107-108, 113, 1R0, 132

39%h Fighter 8q.., 136, 137-138

3704h Maseriel Sq. (Redueced), 98

Pasmania, 110

Thadker, k. Bebers K., 11

Timor, 28

ilasimm, 28, 4

Toernnwel, 04

Tongataha, 109

Tontouta, §

Townaville, 8, 8, 15, 46, 49, O3,
76, 79, 104, 111, 112, 1135, 123,
137, 147

Pransvory planes, 063-35, 85-90

Transportation, Auvatralisn, 34-37,
39-43, $5-90

Troop carrier planss, 88-89

Tulagl, 114, 116

Twaddell, Naj. James, 101

v

U. 5. &mmy Aly Services, 90-100,
101-108

Y. 8. Aray Forser i1 Australis, 13,
18, 18, 36, 33, 28, 65, 87, B8

U. 8. Jeins Ohiefs of Staff, &8

¥alencie, 83, 83, 110

vaa Mogk, Dr. Nubersws, B4

van Oyer, MaJ. Gen. L. R., 058-80
v““' L‘. %10 Muld. '- Go, 7'
Titi Levu, 108

Yagge . 94

Yagner, L. 0.1. Boyd D., 138, 128

VYainwright, L. Sen, Jonathan M.,
67, 119

Yake lIsland, 4, &

valters, ¥/C Allas L., 72

¥ar Plans Divisien, 32
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¥avell, Gen. Sir Archibald P., 18§,
26
Weather information, 101-103
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