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J

, /,. ./ /
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

i u ; ruu , i{ u u t l ' l •

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

_ . . -- -- • :; ; 3 + . , -.. _ _ _. , . O ..
_ - . _. ... - : 1',

. _- .,. .
4 . ,: :

. . 8 7 3 2 . ,
M . . . T

. .

1 - - . " ` /
.,

S- ,

/ v _v C

_ ,: /
.ev c , 9

l C c -
. . , .c , .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

M r a . W i t l :a m P . e l r
5 0 7 6 th . v e n u e
C l r v e l a n d . M l s a . 3 8 7 3 Z

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

C
' - - . Q •,

/ / 7 .U

. . .s. . ,
.

.

/
/ J

." , ,

/ " . ' .
I r " l • b v v i L / )

J

- : , / . -`
, ,

'
.. _ .-c

L " .: . .. ^

' ° D,
, - a '

, ` °
.

L . '

. . Y , , (/
' , ' C ..

' C" // " E :
/ _

.e ; : , t Q .
.° c i .

,
"

f
, - • ,d"

r
, ,

- - , _ /
.r ' - - -/

c /1 • . 8 3 -
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

_

o

V
r

3

'O
O

S O
a °

W =
O

.W

U
C :

2

,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

.

DEPAR MENT OF THE AIR ORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR TRAINI NG COMMAND \

.RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS 7 814 8

2 0 APR 197

Major poran L. Hopkins
KTTC/OI
Kee sler AFB MS 39534

Dear poran

Thank you for the information on the dedication of the"Spirit of Keesler Center." You and your staff are tobe congratulated on the outstanding public relations
effort for the event.

Yo ur idea to include the mem bers o f the Reesler fam ily
added an excellent news peg to the event and demonstratedto the relatives of Lt Sam uel Keesler that the Air 'o rce
still holds him in high esteem .

Again , congratulations on a job well done and keep up thegood work .

Sincerely

RD . IN M , Colonel , USAF
D irector of Information
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Inf orm t i an f f i ce '
K e s l er

.
A B, S 39'S34 -

I no d i t h:e 15. M '1978 i s s e of Ai r o ce T S
th t you ecently ac a ga her ag a . . r's
f i l at . d t i c _m : a r w t . .. . _

e a n:i - cent e r .
Si ce r t ring from the Air Forc in 197 I have been
r es ear chi n ar l d Uar . I av i at i on . One of my p oj e c t s
is to co pile book of bio sketches of U .S. Ar y
World War I aviators imila to Conta t on Na al
aviators.

To that end, ould y be o ki d as to fo ard this '
l e t t er t o Lt e s l er ' s wi dow - or i s b

. ot r t he . -
photo capti n wasn 't all that clear). I wouid,

b . '
mos t gr :ef l i t hey woul d ac compl i s t he enc l os ed
dat a e t c re t urn i t t o me .

Sincere

. R. l as ebr ook
Co ..on e 1 , SAF e t )
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Captail c ael B. Perini
Deputy C ief,

Info tion Divisioa -
Keesler Air orce B se .

' -
s s i s s i ppi 39534

, .
. . . - , , ., . . , .,Dear Captai Pe ini: - •

I am sending you under separate cover hree photogr ph of y
brother, S eul R. Keesier, Jr., for the artist to :use in the painting

. of a new portrait for the B se. S ce they are y o ly copies I will
be gratefu for their return hea no longe needed. There hould be
quite a collectioa of Sam's photograp s o rwhere there at he base as
they were gathered toget er by t sister, Ethel Dv can of Greenwood,
and sent to he Ba e when the firet portrait ee done. She ea d she
also sent a nu er af desc iptiot of Sam fro .

f iends,
fa ily etc.

Since I w s on y a very sm ll child when 'he wae•kil ed I h ve no actual
e ry of him. From all accounts he had ve black hair nd black eyes

with a twinkle in them . T e photograph of im in trac niform (taken '
at the f ous ree wood Spurrier Studio) see to ae to depict thi
facet of his pe sonality - fo e seems to be eady to laugh out lo d

, at the ridicu ouenese of being photog aphad such garb at a studio.

. Please tell Ge eral Pu tay I still't ing to.
locate Sam'e

edals to be sent to the B se to be ept with t e other emorabilia.
,

y good rishes to General Pustay d Ma or Hopk ns. We certainly
had a wonde rf ul v i s i t wi t h you ,

here . -
.

" . . - . : ' ._ ' . . : 'u: .. , .Cordial y,

• ' . - , .
. /

• •
Slla Fbu tain Keesler Pratt -

• ;. . .
. - ; . -' ': .

.E
/ f

, . '
.

'
.. , . . ' . . .

.
- ..

, ,

: -:
. .

i
. . ' h

.
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12 July 1979

Commanding Officer
Keesler Air Force Base
A.F.B. Station
Biloxi, Mississippi 39534

Dear Sir::

Can you t e11 me WHO t he i ndi vi dual was , af t er whom KEESLER A. F. B. was
narned, and also suggest where I can learn something about his military
career?

I would greatly appreciate any information you or your staff can provide
regarding this man.
You will note the similarity of his name and mine. I am now engaged in
tracing various lines of my family tree, and have found that the two
names (KEESLAR and KEESLER) have been used interchangeably in he past,
eve n i n pass i ng t he f ami ly sur name al ong f rom f at her t o son.
Bes ides , I served duri ng Worl d War II as an of f i cer in t he USNR at
NAS Pensacola, and ever since have been curious about the origin of the
name given to your airfield. I hope you can enlighten me.

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Oreon Keeslar

Dr . Oreon Ke es l ar
P. 0. Box 1315
Truckee, California 95734
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OFFICEOF INFO ATION
' z ©KEESLER AFB, MS

T0 : 9 19 July 1978

CC

- . .a eference your attached ote.
Mrs. Pratt mentioned in her st two letters to

me that she is trying to secu am esler's medals
from the "Cottonlandia" museu enwood. I
dropped her a note today and a ed i we could
provide any assistance.

The photos for the AFA ma a n are scheduled for
0930, Thursday. Oon Wylie an k St nford will be
present. We were held up beca the pedestal was
sent back to Training Ser i es'f r additional work.I have been keeping Don advise f progress, so he
knew we had not forgotten him.

The jogging track idea ha ossibilities.Chet Justice is working on it

.
DORAN L. HOP I S, Majar, USAFCh ef, information Division

/
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,.' OFFICE OF INFO ATION

KEESLER AFB, MS

TO: CCE 8 June 1978

CC

UPDATE: Lt. Keesler's Portrait - Officers'Club

Si r ,
I received a letter (Atc 1) from Mrs. Ella FountainKeesler Pratt today. I have fo arded to Col Fergusonthe photographs M s. Pratt sent us and a copy of thisletter to assist the artist in the painting of a new
portrait.
P]ease note the second p ragraph.

MICHAEL B. PERINI, Captain, USAF 1 Atch
Deputy Chief, Info m tion Division Letter
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_ - - - -_ _ _ - - - -_ -.. T._ •, :, - . --

J e 1, ]: 78 -

-

-

C pt a l e l 8 . : e r i
eput y i e f , I a f o t i on Di s i oa

Ieealer Fo ce Ba e
- se.

i ss3ppi 39534
-

-
_ r - - I

D ar Capta Perini:
_

. _ .I a s nd g .
o - de r s epar at e cov e r

,
thre e t o s o f -

brot l r , Sa u1 R. > e a r.,
Jr . , f o r he r i s t t o s e 3

. t p a .
o f a w po r t r t v t he B s e . S nc e t l e are y o l c opi e s w l l - .:
be a t e f ul f o 't he r ret u l on ge r ne ded . e r houl d be . - - -

- qu te s:-collecti of Sa 's ph to raph .so ere t'e e at t e 'bss =-=
t h q er e ga t e r e d t o ge t he r by s i s e r , he l Du c o f G •e oo d ,
a d se t t o t be B se e the f i ret pvrt r t wa-s d ne . 3be ai d s e

l s o ;sent a a ber of des cri p-t i o s of S f ro ri e d -,
f mi l p et c : .5i c I wa o l y a e l l i d w ea e was l l ed I ve a o l

, ;:

e ory of h . F m a l aceo e ad v r bl ack ' i r a bl ac. e e
w h a t wi nkl e n t em. T e pho: o grap o f hi m n t ac i f ( t a' ea
at he f

:o s ee w od 3gu rier Studio) see to + to dep ct th e .
faoet of

h s perso ality -.
for h seem to be reacq o l u out loud

a t ' e r i di cu :o e s s o f be i n g p o.t o g aphe d i n uc rb a . s e t di .

Pl e s e t e Ge ne r al us ay I s t i i l t ry i g t o o c a t e S
da s t o be s ea t t + t he B$s e t o be kept i t h t he o't h t d l a . ..

My goo d wi s e s t o ene r l P t ay d aj :or : op i ns . We er t a c :g
had a derf l isit i h you there. -

. _ . _ _ _.- _ _ _
: ;

C rdi lly,

- C . _ - .

E l Fo a t a i n e l e r 1 a t `
"

.E ld

- ' - .
: - _

duke u v rs o ic of c l.t r.a
l ffairs • ella k. p att l dire t • box km, duke s atio.n, rham, north arolina 2 7 6 • 1, / 84-55 8

,
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. . Juae 1, 1978

,
- , . .

, .
. . '

Captail ichael B. Perini
`

De uty C ief,• nfo ation Divisioa
eealer Air Fo ce Base '

ssis ippi 39534
., •

. - .. . . . •.: . . -
Dear Capta Per i: - '

I am sead g you under aepar te cover three.p otographs of y
brother, Sa ul R. Keesler, Jr., for the artist to u e in he painti g

• of a new po t ait for the Base. Sin e they a e o ly copies I ill
be gratef l for their return when o langer eaded. T ere should be
quite a collectio of Sam's photograph om whera there a the base ae
they we e gathered together by y siete , Ethel D aca of Greenwood,
and sent to ,e B se when the first po trait was done. She sa d he
al o sent a e of deacriptioa of Sa from rie de, fami y etc.
Since I as o ly very ll child he he wa illed I ave no actual
e ry of him. From a11 accou ts e had ve y blac air a d black eyes .

•with a twinkle in the . T e photograph of im i track u ifor (taken '
at he fa ou G eeawood Spurrier Studio) see to m to depict this -•
facet 'of his perso ality - for he ee s to be r.eady to laugh out loud :

. at the ridiculou ess of being photogr phed i au h rb at a atudio. _

• Please tell ene al Pustay I s ill t ying to locate Sa 's
' dala to be ae t to the Base to be kept with the othe o abil .a. .. . . .

good i hes to General Pu tay a d o opkia . We certai ly :
h d a wo derful viait with ou .
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A W O F F IC E S

V I I I TT I N G T O N ,
B R O C K ,

S W A Y Z F. ,
D A L F c G A L H O [ I

/
N

P . O . B O X 9 4 1

G R E E N W O O D . M IS S I S S I P P I 3 8 9 3

W IL L M . W H IT T IN G T O N ( 16 7 B - 19 6 2 ) S U I T E 2 0 7

W . M . H IT T IN G T O N .JR. Augus t 22 , 19 78 A V E N B U I D IN G

H . O O N A L D B R O C K T E L E P H O N E

C H A R L E S J . S W A Y 2 E . J R .
( 6 1 ) 4 5 3 -7 3 2 5

JA M E S Y . D A L E

T O M P . C A L H O U N II I

Major General John S . Pustay
Keesler Technical Training Center
Keesler Air Force Base
Biloxi, M ississippi 39534 '

Dear General Pustay :

Mrs . Wh ittingtvn has already written to you ,
but I

__wanted to add just a word of my own , in appreciation for
the A ir Force nam ing the new building at your Base in
honor of my late brother-in-law , James M . Garrard , and
for the manner in which the very impressive dedicatory
ceremonies were handled by you and your staff.

F irst Lt. Virginia Sw isher deserves special commendation
f o r t he e f f i c i e n t a nd g r c i o us mann e r i n wh i c h s h e h an dl e d
the preli inary contacts w ith Mrs . Wh ittington , nd other
members of Sgt . Garrard 's fam ily , during the several
weeks before these ceremonies , obtaining informati n from
them , and keeping them advised of the progress of plan$ ,

Cordially ,

• 1
. .

M . tting or .(
.

jr:hb
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" " INF A NOFFIGE

_
KEE LER A B, MS

_
l D cem er 1978T :cvcc

l at est l et ter t o Li eute ant e 1er ' s
ister. I did not rece ve ans er o ry letter
dated 8 November.

DORAN L. HO INS,Ma or,USAFOhi ef , Inf ormt i Dfvi si on
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...- -,. . .;DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE `
H E DQUA RT ERS K E ES L E R T ECH N ICA L T RA IN ING CE NT E R (AT C '

ll
K E ESL E R A R FORCE BA8 E, M I SSI 88 1P P1 30 .

11 December 1978

' r

.

Mrs. Ethel Keesler Duncan
301 East Cleveland •Greenwood, MS 38930

Dear Mrs. Duncan „
I just wanted to drop you a line and check to see if you have had

any luck in locating so e momentos of your brother for display here n
the Spirit of Keesler Center.. s I mentioned in my letter of Novc ber 8, •
we would be honored to have medals, uniforms and letters belonging to

• Lieutenant Keesler.
If there s any ay in which we can assist you, please write or

ca1 me at 601) 377-3901.

•
.DORAN L. HOPKINS, Ma or, USAF ,Chief, Information Division

. ,. .

. f,

.,
,

AIRFORC - A GREATWAYOF IIFE • .
. '
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.._ INFO'R TION FFICE

'- KEESLER AFB, MS
1

 

T 8 N mber 1978

CC .

At hed £or yo r infor ati n is l es
letter gard g L eut ant esler's m d s.

DOR L. HQ I S, a ©r, Atch
C i ef , Iuf or at i Di f r t o

. I nc
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IPIFORIATION OFFICE
i

KEESLER AFB, MS

T0 : ; 6 Nov 197a

cc

RE: Keesler's Medals

Mrs. Pratt (Keesler 's sister) originally
volunteered to obtain the medals for us. Although
I have initiated frequent contact with her, I
haven't been able to ascertain why she has been .unable to get the medals. She continues to tell
me that she is working on it. She may be finding
resistance within the family or from the museum .

Ho
w

ever, I have now decided to contact other
members f the fa ily to try to get the medals. If I
have no luck with them , I will make a direct inquiry
to he museum .

DORA L . HOP I S , Ma or , USAF
/Chief, Information Division

.
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famili es, and sister-in-law Lieneka Snellen Gi mow of Southern Pines and daughter Lilias Pies
and family, as well as sixteen great-grandchildren, many cousins, n eces, nephews and dear
friends, among them, Shelley Welton, Bob White, and Iraett a Corn well.

A private service for the family will be held at 2 pm on Tuesday, March l 6, in the backyard of
her home 934 Granville Road, Charlott e, NC. Fri ends re invited to come celebrate her life at a
reception at the home between 3 pm an d 5 pm on Tuesday. Internment of her ashes will take
place at a later time at Evergreen Memorial Park in Charlott e .
In lieu o ' fl owers, con ributions may be sent to The Shepherd Center of Charlott e, 193 1 Selwyn
Ave., Charlotte , I TC 28207; the Centr al Carolinas YWCA

,
3420 Park Rd., Charlott e, NC 28209;

HOSPICE AT CHARLOTTE, 1420 East 7 St., Charlotte, NC 28204 ; and ihe Metrolina AIDS
Project, PO Box 32662, Charlott e, NC 28232.

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Mail - More reliable, more storage, less spam

3/ 19/2004
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_

C'O 4.qD E P A RT MENT O F T H E A I R FO RC E a ,•
d

"
.

I . ' ' -
EADQUART ERS KEESLER T ECHNICAL T RAINING CENTER (ATC)

K E E S L E R A I R F O R C E B A S E , M I SS I SS I P P I 39 534

-
.11 December 1978 -

.

Mrs. Ethel Keesler Duncan
301 East Cleveland
Greenwood, MS 38930

Dear Mrs. Duncan

I just wanted to drop you a line and check to see if you have had

any luck in locating some momentos of your brother for display here in
the Spirit of Keesler Center.

As I mentioned in my letter of Navember 8,
.e would be honored to have medals, uniforms and letters belonging to

• _
ieutenant Keesler.

If there is any way in which we can assist you, please write or
all me at (601) 377-3901.

r• 'NED
DOR N L. HOPKINS, Major, U

SAF
hief, Information Division

_ ,

, .

AIR FORC - A C:REAT WAY OF LIFE '

.
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,"SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER"

" DEDICATION SPEECH ,

, ,
MAJ GEN OHN PUSTAY

, .a . .COMMANDER,
KEESLER TECHNI AL TRAINING CENTER

•• .
. .:FA ILY AND FRIENDS OF-LT KEESLER -- DISTINGUISHED GUESTS --

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. ,
' IAM BOTH HONORED AND PLEASED T HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY

. ( . 1TNIS AFTERNOONTO PARTICIPATE INTHE DEDICATION OF OURNEWEST
TRAININGFACIL TY-- " HE SPIRI•T' OF KEESLERCENTER " '

.. .., . ,,- ,
• BOTH TNE B SE A THIS B AUTIF L FACILITY HONOR THE ME ORY ', : .OF LT SA UEL REEVES KEESLER; JR', ANAERIAL OBSERVERFROM

_ , .GREENWOOD, MISS. .̀ ' . . ...
; .: , .. . ..' THIS $UILDING IS DESIGNED TO BE A STUDY AND TRAINING CENTER

. - .FOR THE THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS
.
WHO NOW

.
AND WILL IN THE YE RS

. , . . .-AHEAD RECEIVE T̀ECHNICAL TRAININGNERE IT IS THE ONLYFACILITY
ITS KIND IN HE COMMAND

. . . ;,; '
. . , • . r• •, . . .

, : , . _
, . , .• • " ' ' ' ,

;
. .• . IT' S HARDT0 BELIEVE OR EVEN PICTURE THAT JUST A SHORT '. .

. ; PERIOI : F
,

IME AGO WHERE WE A E STAND-ING/ SITTINQWAS THE '`
• : - - • . .KITC N PORTIONOF A DINING FACIL T1f . ' '

. ,„ : ,
. . . • ' , • - . • . .' •,c, • ` ..

'
, . , . '

,
' • t

• : ; . . . . „ . ,- - '
. • , .
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"SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER" -- DED ICAT ION SPEECH

DRAFTED BY CAPT MI KE PERINI )
- .

- INTRO -

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF LT KEESLER -- DISTINGUISHED GUESTS -
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

I AM BOTH HONORED AND PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY

THIS AFTERNOON TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEDIC TION OF OUR NEWEST

TRAINING FACILITY -- "THE SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER."

BOTH THE BASE AND THIS BEAUTIFUL FACILITY HONOR THE

S JR AN AERIAL OBSERVERMEMBER OF LT SAMUEL REEVES KEE LER, .
FROM GREENWOOD, MISS.

THIS BUILDING IS DESIGNED TO BE A STUDY AND TRAINING

CENTER FOR THE THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS WHO NOW AND WILL IN THE

YEARS AHEAD RECEIVE TECHNICAL TRAINING HERE

IT'S HARD TO BE IEVE OR EVEN PICTURE THAT JUST A SHORT

PERIOD OF TIME AGO, WHERE WE ARE STANDING/SITTING
WAS THE

KITCHEN PORTION OF A DINING FACILITY

BUT, AS A RESULT OF HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF DEDICATED WORK

BY MEMBERS OF OUR CIVIL ENGINEERING SQUADRON, TECHNICAL

TRAINING SCHOOL TRAINING SERVICES DIVISION, AND THE STUDENT

AFFAIRS DIVISION, USING INNOVATIVE IDEAS, FILLED WITH

PERSONAL PRIDE, AND HELD TOGETHER BY A VISION, THIS STUDY AND

LEARNING CENTER WHICH IS THE UERY ESSENCE OF KEESLER WAS CREATED
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WHAT SURROUNDS YOU IS THE FRUIT OF THEIR LABOR AND

THEIR DREAMS I MIGHT ADD AT THIS POINT, THAT THEIR EFFORTS

HAVE NOT GONE UNNOTICED RECENTLY WE WERE HONORED WITH THE

VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE, JOHN C STETSON,
WHO WAS THOROUGHLY IMPRESSED WITH THE APPEARANCE AND

WORKMANSHIP OF THE FACILITY WE ARE DEDICATING THIS AFTERNOON

THE SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER NOT ONLY CONTAINS MEMORABILIA

AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF ACTIVITIES AT THE BASE DURING THE RICH

AND COLORFUL PAST,BUT IT ALSO INCLUDES MATERIALS WHICH

STUDENTS CAN USE TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR CAREER FIELDS, ASSIGNMENTS

AND BASES TO WHICH THEY WILL BE SENT ALSO, THE FACILITY

CONTAINS MAPS, ROAD ATLASES AND INFORMATION BROCHURES SO

STUDENTS CAN PLAN WEEKEND OR VACATION TRIPS ALONG THE GULF

COAST AND OTHER AREAS

A GOOD QUESTION AT THIS POINT MAY BE WHY NAME THE RESOURCE

CENTER AFTER LT KEESLER THE ANSWER TO THAT IS A SIMPLE ONE --
THIS STUDY AND LEARNING FACILITY PORTRAYS THE SPIRIT OF

EXCELLENCE WHICH HAS ALWAYS EXISTED HERE -- THE SAME SPIRIT

THAT DOMINATED SAM KEESLER'S LIFE

THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY

1ST LT STUART GILCHRIST WHO KNEW KEESLER IN FRANCE, WHICH

EXEMPLIFIES THAT SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE I'M TALKING ABOUT

"I NEVER SAW A FELLOW WHO WAS MORE ANCIOUS TO DO HIS

WORK WELL A HALF-DONE OR POORLY DONE MISSION DIDN'T

SATISFY SAM HE WANTED RESULTS, AND WASN'T CONTENT TO

2
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BE EXCUSED BECAUSE A PILOT HAD MISMANAGED THE MISSION

OR A CAMERA HAD GONE BAD... PERHAPS SAM MIGHT HAVE COME

BACK FROM THE LAST MISSION IF HE HAD NOT WANTED TO DO

HIS BEST."

THE COMMENTS IN THIS LETTER CERTAINLY PORTRAY OUR CONCEPT

OF THE "SPIRIT OF KEESLER" AND THIS FAMILY -- EXCELLENCE.

BUT LET'S GO A LITTLE DEEPER INTO THE MAN HIMSELF 0

FURTHER UNDERSTAND WHY WE HONOR HIM AGAIN TODAY.

BORN IN 1896 IN GREENWOOD, MISS., HE WAS THE SON OF

AJ. GEN.SAMUEL R. KEESLER, COMMANDER O
F THE MISSISSIPPI

NATIONAL GUARD FOR 8 YEARS PRIOR TO WORLD WAR I, ND LATER

MAYOROF GREENWOOD, 1ISS.

HE HAD A BROTHER AND S SISTERS. THERE ARE THREE OF THEM

HERE TODAY: MR.WILLIAM KEESLER, MRS.MARY GILMOUR AND

RS. ELLA PRATT,

SAM ENTERED THE SERVICE IN MAY OF 1917 AND RECEIVED HIS

COMMISSION AT FORT OGLETHORPE, GA. HE WAS ASSIGNED AS AN

AERIAL OBSERVER WITH THE 24TH AERO S UADRON IN FRANCE,
ON OCTOBER 8, 1918 HE JOINED PILOT 1ST LT HAROLD W. RILEY

ON A SPECIAL MISSION, IN AN ARMY COMMAND PLANE, A TWO-PLACE

"CAMEL," OPERATING OUT OF SONILLY, FRANCE.

LT. RILEY, IN A LETTER WRITTEN THREE MONTHS LATER, TELLS

WHAT HAPPENED ON THAT EVENTFUL DAY:

3
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"IN THE LATE AFTERNOON OF THE 8TH OF OCT,1918,
LT KEESLER AND MYSELF WERE ON A ISSION EAST OF

VERDUN, SHORTLY AFTER WE CROSSED THE LINE AND JUST

BEFORE WE HAD COVERED THE ASSIGNED TERRITORY, FOUR

FOKKERS CAME FROM THE FRENCH SIDE OF THE LINE AND

ATT CKED US. IAM CERTAIN LT KEESLER SHOT DOWN THE

LEADER AS HE ATTACKED FIRST, AND I SAW HIM GO DOWN

IN A STEEP NOSE DIVE. THE OTHER THREE OPENED FIRE

IM EDIATELY AND SHOT AWAY MY RUDDER CONTROLS, A P RT
-OF MY ELEVATORS AND CRIPPED ONE AILERON, WE WENT

DOWN OUT OF CONTROL AND CRASHED, LT KEESLER FIRED ALL

THE WAY DOWN AND AFTER WE CRASHED, ALTHOUGH KEESLER

WAS WOUNDED SIX TIMES IN THE CHEST AND ABDOMEN

HE SHOWED A WONDERFUL DEGREE OF SELF-CONTROL AND WON

THE ADMIRATION OF ALL THE GERMAN SOLDIERS WHO CAME TO

LQOK AT HIM.

LT KEESLER DIED THE NEXT DAY AS A POW IN A GERMAN FIELD

HOSPITAL. IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT KEESLER'S GALLANTRY,
CERTAIN ORDERS WERE

,'
ARCH27, 1919 BY GEN. JOHN J.

• . ' r .PERSHING, AEF COM ANDER. LATER LT KEESLER WAS POSTHUMOUSLY

AW RDED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS,

AND AS YOU KNOW, KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE BEARS HIS NAME

AND NOW, TODAY, THIS STUDY CENTER -- IN TRIBUTE TO ONE OF

AMERICA'S EARLY AIR HEROS.

4

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

,
.

AGAIN, I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO YOU

DURING THIS VERY HISTORIC OCCASION THE MANY AMERICAN

AND FOREIGN STUDENTS WHO WILL COME HERE IN THE YEARS AHEAD

WILL USE THIS EXCELLENT FACILITY AND WILL COME TO KNOW --
TO SEE THE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS OF TH SE INDIVIDUALS

WHO HAUE ADDED TO KEESLER̀ S RICH TRADITION AND HISTORY

BEFORE THEM

LET ME CLOSE BY READING TO YOU A PORTION OF A LETTER I

RECEIVED FROMCHARLOTTE, KEESLER'S SISTER, WHO COULDN'T

BE WITH US TODAY BECAUSE OF HER FRAIL HEALTH

HER COMMENTS, AS A SISTER, ABOUT HER BROTHER'S SPIRIT

AND COMPETITIVE NATURE TRULY REFLECT THE VALUES THAT WE ARE

TRYING TO INSTILL IN THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN HERE AT KEESLER

"I REMEMBER SAM SO VIVIDLY AND I FEEL THIS NE CENTER

IS A GLOWING TRIBUTE TO HIS MEMORY HE WAS GENTLE,
KIND, PATIENT AND WISE

FOR ONE SO YOUNG, BUT A FIERCE

COMPETITOR AID A GREAT FIGHTER HE HAD PLANNED TO DEVOTE

HIS LIFE TO THE TEACHING OF YOUPJG MEN AND WOMEN SO HIS

SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS HOVER OVER THE 'SPIRIT OF KEESLER

CENTER' AND BLESS IT--"

WHAT A COMFORTING THOUGHT

' THANKYOU

5

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

, _
. - -- -- -- - - •

ood afternoon ladies and gentlemen and welcome to the opening of the

Sp irit of Keesler Center. I want to welcome the embers of the

Keesler family who are with us and I 'l1 ask them to stand at the time

that I introduce them .
. r

First , M and s Wi lliam K eesler , Wi lliam 's b rothe r (th at 's . mue l ).

(app lause ) r ohn Fish and fam ily , John . (app lau se ) r s rae
a "

Gilmore, the sister of am . (app ause ) s. att, still another

sister and the Tiel family . (applause ) I 'm also happy •to note that

Mayor Pat Connor and his lovely lady Ethelyn are with us from Ocean

springs . We have any distin uished g ests and we also have with us

now our own yor from Biloxi, d we 're very happy to have him with

us. . . •

I want to open y re arks by simply describing first the facility

that you 're in . At one time this was a mess hall. As you saw

some of the pictu es of this facility just a few months ago , it

resembled what you have seen in World War II movies or movies from

the Korean ar period , of a typical open mes facility . It has been

transformed through an awful lot of w rk - self help p o jects for the

most part - and assistance from the Civil 'Enqineers , into what we
. ,

call a Learning Center. It 's a combination facility s it 's a library

and a useu , and in the sense , perhap a student union , as you
, .

will remember one from your college days. Now while it 's a library ,

it is not loaded with book ahelves. It'e a new type of library .
• t

.
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EESLER FAMILY ATTENDING DEDICATION

Relationship to
Lt Keeslcr

Mr. and Mrs . William Keesler Brother
507 Sixth Avenue
Cle eland, MS 38732 •

Mr. John Pitts, Jr. Brother-in- aw
2300 Horseshoe Drive
Alexandria , LA 71301

Mrs . Monroe Gilmour (Mary) 'ster
934 Granville Rd . .
Charlotte, NC 28207 `

Mrs . Lanier Pratt (Ella) Sister
1109 Woodburn Road

• Du ham , NC 27705

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Morrison (Charlot) Niece
and daughter Isabel

. 36 Brown's Bend Road
Al ex andr i a , LA. 71301 • .

, •
Mr . and Mrs. .A . Miller (Isabel) Niece
and son Tony '
5812 Hiawatha Court
Alexandria, LA 71301

Mr. and Mrs. RObert Wolf (Clara) Niece
5825 Navaho Trail
Alexandria, LA 71301 •

The Rev. and Mrs. Hal Hyde (Elizabeth) Niece
126 Longleaf Road

- Southern Pines, NC 28367

. Mr . and Mrs . E . Hunter Steele (Charlotte} Niece
and sons Ji my and Hunter
1440 Grand Blvd. '
Greenwood, MS 38930

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ma or , awt on K. Owens (ROA Es or t Of f i ce r ) •

a n d Wi f e
USAR , Ret.507 Canel venue
'Cleveland, MS 38732 • • t
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`

Mr. and Mrs: William Keesler Mr. and Mrs. James Seawright
507 Sixth Avenue 7 Wooster St.Cleveland, MS 38732 New York, N.Y. 10012

Dr. and Mrs. W. Straehle Mr. and M s. Lanier W. Pratt _4034 Crescent Ro d , 109 Woodburn Road
Ellicott City, Md. 21043 Durham, N.C. 27705

Mr. and Mrs. John N. Boulware Mr. and Mrs. L.W. Pratt, Jr.307 Newport Orive Apt. 105
ichmond, Va. 23227 727 Dix h Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
Mr. and Mrs . J. Legrand Everet t IV
43 Mancil Road
Strafford-Wayne, Pa. 9087

Mr. John L. Pitts, Jr.300 Horseshoe Drive
Alexandria, La. 713 1

r . and Mrs. H.A. i l l er •
5812 Hiawatha Court
Alex ndria, La. 71301

. and Mrs. Robert Wolf.25 Navaho Trail
Alexandria, La. 71301

Dr . and Mrs. Robe t . Morri son
6 Brown's Bend Rd.Alexandria, La. 71301

, Dr . and Mrs. Monroe Gi lmour 3 '
934 Granvi l le R -
Charlotte, N.C. 28207

' The Rev. and Mrs. Hal Hyde t
26 Longleaf Road

Southern Pi nes , N. C.
Dr and Mrs. David P. Gilmour6 Depot Road
Hollis, N.J. 03047

Mrs. Oavid Dunc n
`
,

0 E. Cl ev l and St .
, Greenwood, MS 38930

Mr. and Mrs. E. Hunter Steele
,1440 Grand Bl d.Greenwood, MS 38930
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KEESLER FAM ILY ATTENDING DEDTCATION

Relationship to

.
Lt Keesler

r. and Mrs. William Keesler Brother507 Sixth Avenue
C1 veland, MS 38732

Mr. John Pitts, Jr. Brother-in- aw
• 2 300 Hors e s hoe Dr i v e

Alexandria, LA 71301

Mrs. Monroe Gilmour (Mary) 'S ter934 Granville Rd. . , , •
Charlotte, NC 28207 • •

•RMrs. Lanier Pratt (Ella) Sister
.

1109 Woodburn Ro d '
; Dunrham, NC 27705

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Morrison (Ch rlot) Niece
and daughter Isabel
36 Brown's end Road
Al ex andr i , . A .7130 1 • • ` .

.
.• ' Mr. and Mrs. N.A > ller (lsabel) ,

' Niece .'and son Toqy . • '
5812 Hiawatha Court
Al e an dr i a , LA 7130 1 ` • `

, .
Mr , a d Mrs . Rob er t Wo l f (Cl a ra ) ' • , : • 1 i e ce .

..
5825 Navaho Trail '

,Alexandris, LA 71301 ' • • ' ' •
. . , ,

• e Rev. and Mrs, Hal Hyde (El abeth)
,

Niece126 Longleaf Road .
`

. ,• Southern Pines, NC 28367
,.

...
Mr. and Mrs. E. Hunter Steele (Charlotte) Niece
and sons Jimmy and Hunter , •

1440 Grand Bl v d .
• • . .

r •' . .. .;. .Greenwood , MS 38930
•
' ' • •. ,• .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

' :,Ma or , awt on K. wens (ROA E or t Of f i c e r )
. • '

nd Wi f e .US R, Re t . ' ' ' . • •

, el Ayen e , :, . .5 7 Can y ' '
Cl evel and , ' M 38732 ' , • • • ,

.
r a S '
o3 re

c
, o d • • e e .

, y s
.E 1cot C t y, d . / o • . •
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KEESLER FAMILY RESERVATION

NA IE N0. IN PART' ROfl MASSI6NED

Mr . and rs. Wi 11i am Keesl er 2 Cot tage 1

Mrs. Betty Straehle 1 Cattage 1

Mr, and Mrs. Lawton Owens 2 Cottage 2

Mr. John Pitts 1 Cottage 3

Mrs. Monroe Gilmour 1 Co tage 4

Mrs Lanier Pratt 1 Cottage 4

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Morrison 3 Shaw House,Rooms 109/110

Mr. and Mrs. E. Hunter Steele 4 Shaw House,Room 105/106

Mr. and Mrs. . A. Miller 3 Shaw Hvuse,Suite 101/102

Mr. and Mrs . Robert Wo f 2 Shaw H+ se ,Sui te 103

Rev. and Mrs . Hal de 2 Shaw House ,Su te 104
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Eio no r a b l e a nd h4r s .
J e r r y J .

0 ' Ke e f e
Mavor of Biloxi

,1 .
0 .

Bo x 4 "J
i i l o x i

,
hi5 3J 5 3 3

Honor a l e and hr s . J ack Ba r ne t t
M y or o f Gul f po rt
f . 0 . Box 17b0
(;ulfport ,

MS 39501

Honora le and Mrs. Pat Connor , '
layor of Ocean Springs _
1018 Porter Avenu -
Ocean Springs,

MS 39564

tr . a nd Mr s .
Gi l l S i mms

Presicent ,
Biloxi Chamber of Commerce

I . 0 . Box CC
Bi l ox i , MS 39 5 33 C

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Thompson
President ,

Gu lfport Ch m er of Com rce .
P . O. Bo x SU
Gu l f port , 1 3950 1

Co l and Mr s . Cl i nt Ki nar d , USAF, Re t . 1
P.O. Box 248
Biloxi,

MS 39533
i .Mr. and Mrs. Lenwood S wyer

2408 14th Stre t
Gulfport, MS 39 01

'h Most Revercnd Joseph Howze
i s l op o f } i l uxi

P. O. Bo x 1 18
Bi l oxi , ' i 395 30

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy C . Goodwin
P .O . Box 167
Bi l o x i

,
MS 3 9 5 3 3

Mr . and hr s . Fr ankl n Ky l e
1

P .O .
Box 10

Bi l o x i
,

h1 : )5 3 3 "

I , , i
.r s .

IV' am P i t t man .
°

P.O. B
' ox i , i 39533

11r . a nd lr s . c Wy 1 i c ,
1 0 . Box ?0

i l ox i , MS 3 533
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`1r . a nd 9r s . Bi 1 1 Mc Ma n u s
P
.O . Box 508

Biloxi, MS 39533

Mr. and Mrs . Peter Halat

. -
. '> j

,'

M , d Mrs. L age
P.O. Dra .Bilo ', MS 39533

Mr , and Mr s . Ruber t Mahoney 't,130 Magnolia .Biloxi, MS 39530
_

Mr . . Mi ke Chanc e
P.O. Box CC
Biloxi, MS 39533

1
Mr. and Mrs. Williarn Bailey V10
2501 Gulf Avenue
Gulfport, 9S 39501

=
Honorable and s . anny I . Gu i c e
P.O. Bnx 153 '
Biloxi, 1 39533

p 1
Mr . and Mr s . e • Lang l i na i s , nP.0 . 3ox 1227
Biloxi, MS 39533

9r , and h1r s . J e rry Swet l and
llrawer Y .Biloxi, MS 39533

Mr , and Mr s . Pau 1 }{ermet z
C V.. Lclgewat e r Pl za

M nager, Gayfer's
i l ox i , 1S 395 3 1

A1r
C

. and Mrs. Jerry Lawson
1 17 ' .

Be a c h Bl v d
Bi l o x i

,
i 39 5 3 1

.

• w
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. Mrs. thew hompson, US (Ret.)Ed ewat ar
B

, MS

' _ "

SM Sgt and M rs . Jo seph Peters , USAF ,(Ret .)
S

' '
2503 Dem aret Drive
Gu lf ort , M S 3950 1
s

CM Sgt and M s . Cec il Grant , USAF (Ret .)
C

e30 20 W illiam Ha rr ison Driv {e
Biloxi, MS 39531 .

' 1r s S -
. I

.
' .c / r s

, =' - t.L- , . °I jusl e
t . l ' ' _ C. c

.-
<

.
C

'

.

w

. •
. , ,

h

- •

. •
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Officeof Inforrnation Keesler A B Ms. (Air Trainin Commandl - Ph. (6 11377-3901g

. .

' ,
C

" . `c.-
•
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[. - -,

U r I L P -Y
' C

• KEESLER AFB, Miss. -- "Today is a great day for Keesler and for the

Keeslers."
;

These words,.spoken at a recent dedication ceremony by Mrs. Ella• '
Pratt, expressed the feelings of the 18 relatives of Mississippian ;

,,.Samuel Reeves Keesler Jr., who gathered here to observe the meaningful '

dedication ceremony of the "Spirit of Keesler Center" -- a new learning

center for Keesler AFB students.
"We are impressed," said Mrs. Pratt, one of the sisters of the man

.for whom th s base is named, "not only wi h the growth and size of this

- installation,
but in the quality of training and the creative learning

provided for our nation's youth in this wonderful place.
"We, collectively and individually, extend r thanks to you for

this latest memorial to ur brother. We feel truly blessed to have our ,
names assoc,iated with this fine base and the remarkable men and women. ,
under your leadership," said Mrs. Pratt. " adies and gentlemen, we, the.
Keesl er , sal ute you. "

, e

.
(rnore)

.
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.
. Second add -- Keesler Cen Dedication

- ;
in 1918. "He wanted results, and he wasn't content with excuses..... . .

:':Perhaps Sam might have come back from the last mission if he had not r

wanted to do his best." , :
General Pustay, in his dedication speech, said that Sam Keesler's

"spirit and compet tive nature truly reflect the values we want this
• learning center to represent. His notion of excellence, profess onalism, ;

dedication, and his commitment to serve -- these are the qualities we t
• , ;rare trying to imbue in the young men and wamen who trai

n here." ,- -In the last several years, about 30,0 0 students have been trained ';.'
.annually at this base, which'is well known throughout the Air Force far

: .
. its electronics training. The center also provides training in personnel,

administration, and other specialt es. °

.. .
The new Spi ri t of. Kees l 'er l earni ng•cent er i s not only a vi deo ca'sset te ; :

library with thousands tapes, but is also an are a containing photographs
. .

and ot her art i f act s depi ct i ng t he ri ch t radi t i on and hi story of Kees l er AFB. `

"It is a combination fac lity; it is a library, a historical.ex
hibit :"

'

are , and in a sense a stbdent union," the general said. It is believed
. , .

' to be the only facility of its kind in the Air Force. '
,. .

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony,which opened the historical exhibit '
.

area , Sam Kees l er ' s f ami ly hel ped t o unvei l a port ra t of t he young aeri al
.observer in all his flight gear with his aircraft in the background. Also,

;̀
. ,: .

the general presented the Keesler family an American flag which flew over
.Keesler the morning of the dedication.

. . ,.' According to General Pustay, the ew Spirit of Keesler Center will

help tb achieve the "whole concept in h 'ch we attempt to develop students.
. ;

. . •
(more

, ;. ::
''

' .
. . r . T . • . 7 . ' T , „ ^ . . . .. v . . . -- _ .. . . . - . . . . . ^ _ - + - a .._ _ _ _
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r

Third add -- Keesler Cen Dedication

in the academic, military, moral, and physical areas. "While the

students are furthering themselves in th s academic center they will ;,
. . be surrounded literally by the richness of this fine installation,"

r ?
he said.

• ' :
"We praduce exceptional airmen," sa d the general, "and we itl train `

and pro duce fine citizens for this country, and we will do it because the :°
. ._.;

spirit of Keesler -- excellence, pride, involvement, innovation -- moves : ,
everyt hi ng t hat we-,do. "

;
. .

- -30- - .
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o INFORMAT ION,
KTTC/OIC, KEESLER

AFB, MS 3
9534, AC

601-377-2254
FFICE

N S RB E E NUI BR 78-2-24

B l 19

kEE5L R G TS E SPIRIT

KEESLER B,
Miss• -- Keesler's Career Info ation Center will

oon be kno n ae the Spirit of Keealer Center.

The center provides a warm , co fortable at oaphere for ne si men

to atudy, or check into the particulars of ba ea wo ld-wide via

brochurea, m pa, and video caasettea.

A new atudy and hi torical dieplay room , a ed t e 9pirit of

Keesler Room , ie nearing com pletion , according to M jo J. Leon Wil on ,

chief of the tudent ffaire divieion here . The atudy area w i1 be

surrounded by sircraft replicas nd hiatorical rtifacta pertaining to

Keesler 's m isaion -- yesterd y and today .

T e Spirit of Keealer Room wae converted fr a atudent dining hall

by baee civil engineere and the base's training ervice office •nd

ehould be coapleted in early M rch.

-30-
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k e e s l e r af b , s s . - - - - ' je f e e l t r u l y b l e s s ed t o hav e o r n me s a s s oc i a t ed

with t is fine base an d the re a kable men and women under whose

leadership you have continued to grow."

These words of Mrs. Ella Pratt expressed t e feelings of the
here

18 r e l a t i v e s of Samuel Re ev e s Kee s l e r J r , who ga t h er ed r e ce nt l y

to observe the dedication of the "Spirit of Keesler Center."

" e a r e mpr es s ed " s a i d s . Pr a t t t h e s i s t er of t he ma f or

whom this base is named, "not only with the gr th and size of this
e

insta lation but i the quality of trainin and the crative lear ng

pr ov i ded f or o r na t i on ' s you t h n t h i s won der f ul pl e . "

" e , c ol l ec t i v e l y an d i nd i v i dua l l y ex t end our t h ank s t o y ou f or

t h i s l a t e s t emor i a l t o ou br o t h er , Samu e l Re ev e s Ke e s l er . Th i s i s

i nde ed a r ea t d ay f or Ke e s l e r and f or Kee s l e r s " s a i d ' r s . Pr a t t . .

rr dies a d gentlemen, we he Keeslers salute you."

The 18 Keesler relatives present were only a sm ll portion of

the present-day clan of 62 but ey were visibly proud and happy

. o be p rt of this dedication ceremony.

, '
The idea behind creating the Sp rit of eesler Center ca from

M j. Gen. John S. Pust y, comma der of the eesler Technical Tr n ng

Center here. The general in delving nto the history of the base,
I

wa s i mpr e s s e d wi t h youn g Kee s l er c our a ge a d

f or t i t ud e dur i ng ba t t l e i n Wor l Wa I .

"I never saw a fellow who was more anx ous to do his work well,"

s a i d Lt . S t u d Gi l c hr i s t a f e l l ow of f i ce r i n a l e t t e r wr i t t en s h or t l y

after eesler's death. "He wanted results, and he wasn't content with

e cu s es . . . . e r h ap s S am mi g t h av e c ome b k f r o e l s t mi s s i on i f h e h ad

n ot wan t ed t o do h i s be s t . "
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M s , P at t of D h N. C. wae 3oi ned t t h c er e o bg her

broth®r,
83- ear-old Wi li eesler of Cls eland iss., ci he

sist r s. y Nash Gi our of Charlotte N.C. Other Kees r relatives

a f r om ar l a d a d s i a .

The l st ti e is m g embers of the Keesler cl were to her
cel ebr t i on of t e

as at e 30th an ver g of t h base 1 71. The on ot er

"f a .l r uni on" was at t e ded cat i o of t he b s e n 19 1. '

T r s get - t ge t her w s a happ d e ot i on l occas i on or
dedi at i on

abl t o at t e d. The cer oni e t e hospi t i t of

base peop and t he re on o t e
l

.ees l er wer " nexp c t ed pl eas r ea

a d m de very pro d " said o of the clan.
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Gener al Pus a , i hi s dedi c at i on s e c , sai d that S e s l er s .

" pi it d co etitive nat e truly r flect he va ues that we a e yi g

to i still the yo g en and wo en who trai here. Rie notion

of e cel l ence pro ess i on l i sm dedi c at i on, a d hi s co ci t nt t o s e e - -

these are t . qu ities we are tr ng o b e i every st d nt."
,

I n r ec ent e a s , r or e t h a 30 , 00 s t den s ha e been t ai d a u

at this base which is pop la ly refe ed to he E ectro ics Tra ing
_ .

. 'Ce t er of t he i r For e . "
. , '

r '

The
r l e arni n c ®n er s not onl y a b c r .t h t hous ands i de o

S
c s ett tap but is also n a ea con in g photo aphs a d

ot er ar t i f act s dep t n t he r i ch t r i t i on a d hi at ory of th b e .
" _

The combi atio ibra h istory collection-student eet p . e

is be ieved to b the only facility of e kind i t e II.S. o ce.

cco d ng to G neral ust y the ne S t af Keeal r Center

ill help achi e e hole per on con ept which we p sue n e c c,

i ]. t a or a a d phys i c al a eas .

e ill p od e e ceptlo al m n, h sai , an we wi prod ce

exc ept i onal c i t i zen f or t hi s c ount ry d we i .1 do i t b c au e t he

spi it of Ke®sler moves eve ything that we do."

.
_
;'
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r t e r i bbon- cut t i g cer o y rh ope d t i t i e hi t

s es gees r r el s t i es hel p d t a n e l a m por r s i t of t e ng

of f i c r l l hi s f l ht ge a h Sop C l i rcr af t he

b ck ro d.

- f • '
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,
FFICE OF INFORMAT ION,

KTTC/OIC, IEESLER AFB, MS 39534, AC 6 1-377-2254

NEWS RELEASE NUMBER 78-3-43 _
AR /

r" C '
i

,

"SPIRIT OF KEESLER CENTER"

KEESLER AFB, ss. -- Relatives of the man for whom this base

is named have been invited to attend special dedication ceremonies

April 8 of the "Spirit of Keesler Center."

The base name and the new facility honor the memo y of Samuel

Reeves Keesler Jr., an aerial observer from Greenwood , M ss. Keesler ,

a second lieutenant , was shotd n over France in October 1918. He

died a day later in a German field hospital where he was a prisoner

of war.

His brother, William Keesler of Cleveland, iss., will attend the

dedication along with other relatives of the World War I officer.

Ma or General John S. Pustay , commander of the Keesler Technical

Training Center, will head the cere onies beginning at 2 p.m., Saturday,

April 8.

"The 'Spirit of Keesler Center' has been desi ed as a study and

learning center for the many students who receive their tech ical

(mor e )
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FIRST ADD R L - "SPIRIT OF ESLER CENTER"

.
training here,

" said General Pustay.
"The study area will contain

memorabilia and will portray the spirit of excellence that has always

existed at Keesler--the same spirit that dominated Sam Reesler's

life.
"

any photograph of activities at the base during the 1940s and

1950s will be displayed in the new center. In addition to the study

area, there ill be videotape facilities where atudents can learn

about their career fields, assig ents, and new bases.

Another section of the center will contain maps, road atlases,

and informational brochures about each state's attractions. Students

may plan weekend trips or vacations with this recreational info tion.

T e base's dru nd bugle co ps will also perform at the dedica-

tion ceremonies. A reception will follow in the new center.

-30-
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