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Lt William P. Keesler
1Idqr Co. 316th '.A.American Expeditionary Forces
Officer Mail
O.A.S.Yostmarked Southampton
Aug 16, 18
To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Montreat N .C.U.S.A.

Somewhere in Englan d
Aug 15, 1918

Dearest Momma,

I'm over here now but still have to go over there. We landed at a port on the Western
Coast of England and came here on the East Coast day before yesterday. Our trip across the
ocean was great. When the American Shore dropped fr om sight I did not have the feeling of
loss, some similar feeling but felt rather like I was going out on some pleasure party. But that
feeling soon left me when I looked down upon the gun deck and saw the business like
appearance of our guns. They were manned an d ready. Just then an aeroplane from one of the
filed on L.I. fl ew over us waving us a good bye. Then I began to feel like I was re ally leaving.
That first night at supper we all appeared without life preservers on and were at once ran out and
back to our staterooms for them. From then until we landed they were our bosom friends. I felt
like a feather bed in mine. One of the Captains was abbey much scared when he read on his that
it was only good for fort y eight hours. But he as assured by the seama on duty that he would
die in less than 12 hours of cxposure, that satisfied the Captain. I with four others 2nd Lt. were
put o duty as Police for Boat Drill. We had to stand at the stair ways and wait until all got out,
then we would come up. We had to honor places but I felt funny standing there thinking as the
men filed by. The men have to catch hold of the other fellow's belt so he can't get lost in the
dark. It works fine except when thc boat rolls, then nothing works. Second Day out every body
was sick. T e wind took a notion to blow up a littl d ihe waves did likewise and we did
something else with "up" at the end of it. Oh but I was sick for four hours. I would have
welcomed a U. Boat then. As one poor fellow said as he rolled on the deck. "Go way and let me
die." I never was so miserablc in all my life. But at last aft er several visits to the rail, all things
cleared up and the sky became light and beautiful, aft er that, that old ship could have stood on its
head and we would have stayed with her. The next two days were nothing but plain sailing over
a wonderful sea, the waves had quieted down and there was only slight roll to the ship, the sun
got up beautiful and went down beautiful and we sailed on. No U-Boasts made it appearance to
mar the beauty at all. Aft er several days we landed and oh it was great to set foot on land again.
The only accident we had on the trip happened while we were at anchor waiting for the tide to
rise. A soldier was standing at the rail, when his foot sipped and he dove head first into the sea.
Before he rose there were six or seven ropes around him. So he only got a bath & a scare. We
landed d reloaded.

Our regiment was then formed and we marched from the dock to the camp some five
miles. We had our band playing and we made quite a hit I think. We ce ainly must have looked
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fierce for I heard one English woma say, "Well if this crew don't finish them, it will never
end." We were greeted with cheers & cheers along the str eets. It made one feel mighty good.
The litt le kids were among us continually asking to carry this or that or for a souvenir, a penny, a
nickel, & etc. We got to camp and bed about 8:30 P.M. Still day light tho. The next day Aug
13, we re sted and I got put on duty censoring the mens mail and got no chance to write.

The
next day we left for here and aft er riding for eight hour on these funny railroad w arrived an d
marched out to camp. And here I've been ever since. Yesterday I went to town and looked
around. Very interesting all of it is. The money is a mess tho. If I had a Shilling charged they
gave me a pound of copper for it. I realize how & why the English say a pound. It feels like a
ton.

Well Mother that was only a brief account of my trip. I'm going to write a bett er one.
Please let Elizabeth read this. I've writt en to her but the time was so short 1could hardy say
hello. I wrote just before I left Camp Mills but could not mail them at a P.O. so threw them out
of the oar window. Don't know whether you received them or not. Let me know. I hope my
care & wire came O.K. I'm well & very safe now and am enjoying the trip.

Must stop. With the heat of love to you & every one of the family. Be good to Elizabeth
for me.

Your loving son,William

My address is. Write out in full
Lt William P. Keesler
Hdqr Co. 316th F.A.American Expeditionar Forces

Fran ce
Via N

.
Y.
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Lt. W.P. Keesler
Hdqr Co 316th F

.A.American E.F.Officers Mail
O.A.S.To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss.U
.
S
.A .

Somewhere in France
Sept 8, 1918
Sunday

Dear Mamma,

Since riting last so many things have happened to me that I have to make notes to write
this lett er. When you hear it al1you will underst d why I haven't writt en. I'm sorry and have
tried to write several times but I couldn't.

There are Iots of things I can't tell you but want (sic) I
can will help.

If I were able to write all I'd head my lett er, "A Trip Thru Fran ce" with a little more
added. The trip came from an order sending Jack Black & I to a cert ain place to bring back some
Motor Equipment thru the country. So really what I have been doing is touring France on
F

.
W

.
D

. truck
.

Can you imagine an ything more wonderful than d at. Black and I were the envy
of the whole Brigade. I haven't finished telling about it yet. We had just arrived in our billet and
gotten settled when the order came. We had only been in France some three days or maybe four.But we start ed right out. We got thru O.K. & fixed up our engine takin three & a half days to
get ready. Then we slarted back and afler nearly ten days we gol back

. It was a wonderful trip.We came thru the most beautiful part of France. We hear of sunny France but one has to see to
believe just how beauiiful France is. We would ride for hours on roads as smooth as this paper
and as straight as an engineers transit could make them, between two rows of populars (sic), now
sometimes oak or elms. Up and down hills. When you reach the top of a rise a d the whole
country lay out before, you realize why Frenchmen love & fight so for there (sic) France. As far
as the eye can see would be nothing but grapes, with villages here and there, then later it would
be grain, oats, wheat, rye, then it would be both with some pastures on which the finest catt le
grazed I ever saw. Wh •I could have hidden in one of the valleys or ever. We have nothing to
compare to it. The Valley as seen fr om Greybcard looks like it to a certain extent.The men learn ed more of why we are in the war on that trip than if they had heard forty lectures
or reading.

When night came we were so tired that anything felt good. Why (sic) slept on rocks, in
market places, on the road side, anywhere and never slept better in my life. And eat, we ate like
we slept and what was fine we had plenty to eat "Corn Willie" (corn beef) I eans, Tomatoes,Coffee, Bread (white) and all the grapes, melons, fr uits we could buy or was given to us. The
cantaloupe over here have ours beat all to pieces for fl avor. And grapes well that is what Fr nce
is famous for. The hardest thing to get was water, drinking or other wise. There is plenty of
wine of every known variety and it is lots more plentiful than water. The water was impossible.
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Our trip was filled with every accident that a motor convoy could have. Smash ups, fire,
engine trouble, getting stuck, & etc. We hadn't gotten start ed good before we had ran in a
Frenchman's wagon. Why it wasn't wor h 50 cents but if you could have heard him you have
thought it was $SD. We had very little trouble with our trucks. Only one had trouble. In one
good size place as we passed thru the square one of the drivers yelled "Lieut # is on Fire."Well when I looked around 1thought the town was fire. 1'he '/4 in. gas line had broken short off
and a backfire had set it going. And it was sure going. The fl ames went 25 feet into the air.Luc y there was only about 5 gal. of gas in her so it didn't last long. The heat ruined the
carbw etor however so we greased up d put her in tow of an other truck and proceeded

. We had
no more trouble until we got within four miles of camp where a motorcycle ran into our 2nd
truck in line and smashed the driver and occupan t of side car. Neither were hurt very badly but
both were sure shaken up. It was a wonder both were not killed as they were making about 35
miles per hour.

When we got back we found school had st rted and we were fax behind. We have (not)
caught up yet but soon will. Here is how a days work look:

Breakfast 7 AM
Classes 8 to 11 AM
Physical Exercises 11 to 11:30
Drivers 12 N
Classes 1:30 to 4:30
Company duty then until Supper 6:45
Study 7 to taps. Study too.Worse than any school yet. Our ex ms sometime takes two hours to work. Well with

back work that explains why I haven't wri ten to you.

I sure did wish for you all during that trip. You would have enjoyed it so much. Just
think of taking the car on a trip through France.

I guess Charlotte goes to Agnes Scott soon.
Tell her to work hard an d be careful of her

first iends. The iends of your Fresh year means much later on. I know she will enjoy it an d
make good. Tell her that work is first but don't put every thing in it. Be popular,

have friends,don'tjust go out for 95 & etc. A good 90 with popularity, etc means more later on. I know I've
seen it work out.

But if 95 can be m de & the other too so much the better.
I believe she can do

both . Tell her for goodness sake forget she has got any medals or made good marks if she
doesn't she sure has a hard path to walk

. Best of luck & love to her as a Fresh
.

Tell father I'm sending him $50.
0-0th Cox & Co. London. The lett er goes off tonight.I'll gct something like that home real often. At least I hope to. Did you receive notice fr om N.Y.Federal Reserve about my Liberly Loans. I wrote to ihem to send them lo father. I don't know

yet whether they did so. You have my Insurance papers O.K.
but I'm not sure about the Bonds.One doesn't need much money over here. There is no way to spend it. The system I've got is to

deposit my money direct from the Q.M, in Cox & Co. London then draw as I need it. Cox & Co.is the Quart ermaster of the English Army o I guess I'm safe. m able (to) save that way easily
enough too. And re mittance home can be made very easily by letter.

atcr is scarce as hen's teeth around here now. No baths since Aug 30 and I haven't had
one since I've been in France. I can't understand these people. The best hotel in one of the

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

largest cities in France had no baths. Can you beat it. These towns are dirt y but the cities are
clean. I can't see why thcy are so healthy.

How are the people taking the I8 to 45 draft. I'll bet there are lots of in en looking for
jobs as officers about 40 years old now. That ruling on boys of 18 will make lots more go to
collcge than ever before. I believe that this is the start of Compulsory Training an d I'm glad.We need it.

We keep right up with the news here gett ing the Continental New York & Chicago
papers. Real nice to read English for breakfast.

Have (not) heard fr om Sam yet. Saw where he was in P --- tho at the Continental Hotel.Was surprised.

With the best of love to all of you at home and hoping that no one is sick. Just stay as
well as I who they say are gett ing fat. I wg 16 now.

Your loving son
William
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Samuel R. KeeslerJr
2nd Lt . As. USA
24th Aero Sqdn
APO 731A
AEF Fran ce

Mrs S.R. Keesler
G eenwood, Mississippi
U.S.A.

24th Aero Sqdn.
' A .P.O. 731A

Sept 11, 1918

Dearest Mother,

I'm sitt ing here in my camp chair - and I'll say right now that this folding chair which I
bought in Columbia, has certainly been a reat comfort . I've lugged it every where I've be en -
I'm in a new home just next to my old one. We have no fl oor yet, but the roof doesn't leak, so
why worry . We'll have one ( a fl oor) before long. Lumber is as scarce as hen's teeth now. I had
the carpenter fix some shelves for me this morning so am gett ing a place to put things - and as I
have said before I have worlds of junk w th me.

For the past three days a slow drizzle has been gett ing everything saturated
.

Seems as if
it won't ever stop. The ground is becoming very sloppy - and "hip boots" are becoming quite
stylish. I'm glad I have a pair.

Of course we have had no fl y ng since the rain set in except once
during a short clear spell. Well, let it rain, I can stand it.

I can't help but think of a ce ain old song tonight which used to appeal to me and touch
my chords of sentiment and patriotism & feeling (what ever they are) The song I have in mind is
"Just Before the Bott le, Mother." And with the song I'm also thinking about you, deaz , and all
the rest of my dear family.

"Fort unate" has proven herself a " ice girl" this past week - for she sent Duran d &
Mayfort h - two of the Lts. We lef at the 2" corps school - to this Sqdn. Duran d d I have
been together ever since we were at 2" Arty . Obs. School near Bordeaux. So we have a ine set
of officers together in the sqdn. Now and a e just "itching" to make "the world safe for
Democracy." Just watch us!!

Wm- thank oodness! - is here - over here some where - he sent me a short note with no
definite address. Hope to heaz from him soon.

In 3 more days I will have been 6 mos. In foreign Se ice.

lust tell you good night now and get a good night sleep - Lots of love,

Devotedly your son,Sam
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From W.P. Keesler
Lt. U.S. Army
O icer Mail
O.A.S.To: Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss
U.

S
.A.

Somewhere in France
Sept 16, 1918
Monday

Dear Mamma,

Yesterday afternoon just as I was sitting down to write, Cap. Willis came in with a big
bunch of mail. The first real mail from the U.S. I got eight letters and three fr om you or Auntic
which is all the ame now as they were from Montreat. Happy and excited will I was so much so
I couldn't sit down hardly to read them. We then had a news swapping talk. Jack Black and I
had a big time. I had two letters from Sam, three from Elizabeth & he had quite a few fr om
people I knew. Then aft er yesterdays mail I got three more lett ers today. Again very happy. Ah
mother you can never know how happy I felt when I got your lett er. It means so much to hear
from home.

Sincc I wrotc last wc sure havc bcen working. I feel just like I was back at college. If it
wasn't for the firing on the range during the day it would feel just like college. The way we act
is similar too. Everyone talking about reviews, exams, spot questions & etc. Our work has been
continuous and hard but this week we let up a little more time being for observation & field
work. Very interesting too. I enjoy going out into the woods & fields. Just like our mountains
of N.C. Similar woods & fields. The only difference is there is more lan d in cultivation. It is
wonderful how the American soldier can adapt himself to conditions you see there every where
& everyone is at home in all of the shops, caf , & etc. Always teasing & petting the boys &
girls. Talking to the older people. And everyone happy, it is fine to watch. I feel at home here.Almost. As long as the work keeps me busy I'm O.K. and I expect to s ay busy.

Elizabeth said you did not get but one letter from Camp Mills. That was f nny for I
wrote four or five. Some I mailed in N.Y. & some at Camp. I imagine those I wrote at camp are
the one you did not get.

A nice letter came from Sam. He is in a squadron now. It was peculiar that he was on
leave in Paris at the same time I was in Marseille . Pity I wasn't sent to Paris. We will try to
fr ame up a meeting place very soon if we can . No one can tell how it will wook out.

Yesterday we had some real stuff we saw some Boche plan es being shelled. It looked
beautiful from a distance. But believe me I don't care for the Air serv ice. I came very near
going into it too last week. They called for volunteers & I came very near going. I wouldn't
mind being a pilot at all.
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Guess by now you all at home & Charlott e is at Agnes Scott . Know she will enjoy her
stay there. College life is sure fine. I know now how much it was for I'm out. When does D.C>
open or do you know? Wish I could get hold of a Davidsonian every now and then.

Last Saturday our 1st Bn team beat a regimental team here.
Score 12 to 2

.
You should

see the "pep" our boys have now. Everyone of them are soldiers & good ones. We are talked
about all round as a crack organization. Sure does make one feel good too . The "old cats" are
going to claw some too when they get a chance.

During at Montreat did you meet a Mrs Black. She is Jack Black mother.I wish I had known she was to be in Montreat as I know you would have liked to have met her.She is my best fr iend's mother. Hope you met her.

How is the new chapt coming? Who is in it at home? We are very much interested here.We sure are going to have an Army that will make Germany shake all over at the thought of it.

Must stop for a few minutes. Had to go out on the range to watch our guns fire. They are
the sweetest shooting guns I ever saw. Our old guns back home look like babies compared to
these. They are the one Sam used to talk about when he was at Fort Sill

. Wish we could have
had a chance to drop a few of the shell in the drive. We are all itching to go to thc front.

We are in the country that Caesar conquered
. There is an old fort near hear (sic) which

he built & several arches & aqueducts. Very interesting. I haven't seen them but am going to try
to go over this weekend.

Our H20 famine is over. We can now t ke a bath without somebody telling you to stop
wasting water. It was a great luxury I can tell you. It made Jack Black sick. He said it took off
to much of his clothcs. He & I were in the samc fix. I also got my clothes washed. Very good.I was afr aid they wouldn't be clean but was mistaken. I guess the women must have laughed at
my wash. I did not look at what was in the bag and there happened to be a pack carrier in it. She
washed it beautifully.

Give my love to every body. Am very well & happy. Lots of love
Your loving son

William
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From WP Keesler
2 t U.S. Army
To: Gen S.R. Keesler

eenwood Miss
U.S.A.

Somewhere in France
Monday Sept 23, 19 18

Dear Father,

I'm now sitting in fr ont of one of those old old porcelain stoves in a French house in my
town. Out side the wind is cutt ing up real badly and the rain is coming down fast and hard. I got
back here late Saturday night having finished the first three weeks of school all O.K. It took me
quite a while to get located. Sett led down & take over comman d of the headquart ers detail with
the Batt alion. I spent several good hours last night with the major talking over a course of study
for the detail. Then a couple of hours gett ing the schedule in form. I sure did appreciate that
wonderful French bed when I got in late last night.

Just a ord on the town & my house now. First thing Sam has missed all this having
been quar ered in barracks at school. He sure missed a lot of fun & great experiences too. The
town is a large village of 300 people I should guess & about twice as ma y cows.

These all stay
in the same houses. Why yesterday I heard a lot of commotion inside of the house across the
yard and watching saw a cow come out of the front doorjust as if she owned the house. The
whole place lives by farming & the cows. We have a delightful ? cheese factory in the middle of
town. Very good cheese too. Best I ever ate. My home has its barn upstairs & we all sleep
down stairs. The house is massively built of stone, having great thick walls, tile fl oors, & etc.The "madame" uf the huuse is a fine old lady who does all the work,

helped by several girls.The father is as fine a man a you ever s w. Looks like he never knew what ill health was. One
of the boys gave him a cigar Sunday, then he looked like a king. Never saw such a happy
expression on any mans face. Any thing in the world you want they will givc you. My orderly
generally makes up my room but I know the Madame comes along & over see things too. She
comes in continually looking at the fire & etc. I feel like a Prince d would give anything to tell
her how good she is to us . I gave one of the little tots of th family a little sugar this evening.He had a big time sure enough.

I finished the school O.K. I believe. I know I passed everything O.K. I got my back
work made up in tome too so won'i have io go back anymore until we start firing. I'm now in
command of Hdqs Detail. Some job. I have Radio men, telephone men, signal men, instrument
men & etc. I can't teach them all but those I can sure are ge ing some teaching. I only hope the
weather permits our going into the field some more. To-day it was all in-door work and th at is
hard ork when divided up so.

I'm also Police Officer. That is I see that the streets are kept clean all tin cans & etc are
carried off

. See that all garr ison prisoners are kept busy & etc. I'm also Fire Chief. I think the
only job I haven't got is Mess Officer. But I should worry. The major spent an hour the other
night trying to tell mw how to clcan the streets. 'cll the rain has sure done th at every thing is
gone. The town is spotless.
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The nights are the me est I ever saw. We are up in the mountains and at night the wind
sails down like sixty an d blows everything around. Right above the house there is an immense
grove of big fir tree. When the wind blows thru these, it sounds very much like the night on Mt
Mitchell

. I generally have a number of report s to work up for the day coming an d just sitt ing
here liste ing to it makes me kinder (sic) homesick.

We have had no news for over a week now. Everyday I look for another day like last
week when I got so many. Sure did enjoy yours too. Makes one feel so good to have a father
and mother like I've got. I'm thinking of you all all the time.

I have had no news from Sam. I'm going to try an d frame up a meeting with him
somewhere the first leave I get. I don't know how successful I'll be. We will try tho.

A funny thing happened to-day. An officer got a Xmas present. It was sent to get to him
last Xmas and he got it nine months late. That sure is as slow as Xmas. Lots of package came
thru to-day, but all of them from Ca p Mills. There is n order out by which no one can send a
soldier a package. I don't know about it yet tho . I think one has to get permission from G.H.Q.before he can have a package. I sure would like some chocolate sent me. It is hard to get over
here.

Have you received my remitt an ce of $50°
. It should be reaching you by now. I heard

from my Bond & am having that fixed up. We'll have to put in some sort of form th u the Q.M.Never again for me. I'll send you the money an d let you buy them but no more allotments thru
the Q.M. They make a big mess of it. Am sending 5 °-° or 75°-° to you next month. We doesn't
spend much here.

At Xmas I was going to send Elizabeth a set of furs for me. I'll be sending small sums
each month from now on so just use the sauce.

Have got to go out & make 9 oclock check. Am well & heart y. Hope you a e all well.Best of love to you all
.

Your devoted son,illiam
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S muel R. Keesler Jr
2nd Lt. As. USA
24th Aero Sqdn
APO 731A
AEF Fran ce

Mrs S.R. Keesler
Gre enwood, Mississippi
U.S.A.

Sept. 25th 1918

Deaz est Mother,

I received several lett ers fr om you a few days ago - as well as one fr om father, one fr om
Dayer, William, an d several fr om F.W.R. They all seemed to come at once. I received 13 letters
in two days. Such days are always looked forward to with "beaucoup plaisir" needless to say I
enjoyed them with all my m .

I fl y in the mor ing at 10 a.m. I have been over the levies only twice so far. Here's
hoping I get about 6 Bosche and that they don't get me ! I trust my machine guns don't jam if I
have to use it.

There are numbers of things I might tell you which you would like to hea - but just at
present I'll say nothing about them. Now aren't you provoked and curious - It is the war!

You should see my mustache. Some class ! I have let it grow for about 2 weeks nd its
getting to look like a mustache - the only trouble with it is that it is of a reddish hue - isn't the
color of my air at all. Mustaches are popular in France anyway.

We have some new observers in our Sqdn. I don't know their names yet.

W' has writt en me a second lett er but gave me no address this time either. I wonder what
he "hopes" - experience is a great teacher - He'll leam things in time.

You can't imagine my joyous surprise when I read in one of F.W.'s lett ers all about "the
Ring." She was thanking me for it and telling me what a beauty it was and how much she
"loved" it - now its my turn to do some thanking - and I'll write father in a few days - but if you
had anything to do with it mother dear - a thousand th nks an d then some - you can never know
how I love you for being so good and sweet to "Beta" already. She loves you dearly - and father
too.

War news looks "go d" at present, doesn't it? We may have a decision next year yet -
now if I just can keep fr om gett ing "bumped of ' until that time - I'll be happy - So m y of the
boys are "gett ing it" - tho.

I must study my map some now - but always remember I am thinking about you - an d all
the dear ones constantly -
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Lot of love fr om

Your dev ed son,Sa Jr.
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(No env e lope)

Somewhere in France
Friday, Sept 28, 19 18

Dear Mamma,

It is 6 l 5 A. I. which is about 115 A.M. with you. The French farmer with whom I'm
billeted has been at work yuite a while ever since about five o'clock

.
The Frenchmen sure know

how to gct all there is out of a day or out of any thing. Our men are mostly farmers too an d they
are picking up point for future use. I've heard several say "well there's a good idea I'm going to
use somc day." I had never realized how much could be done with land until I saw the five & l 0
acres farms around here. We are in he hills and the whole country is nothing but rock. The
ground is generally about 7 to 10 inches deep. Of course some places in valley it is deep. But
for all that shallow land there is not a bare spot everything is used. The land that can't be farmed
is used for pastures. Cows & cattle are every where. Our cheese factory does a "powerful"
business. Works night and day.

I finished chool all O.K. last Saturday came back to the Battalion on Sunday and have
been at work ever since. The major sure kecps me busy. I have 37 men to train, some as scouts,
some as telephonists, as radio, as signal, as drivers & all have to know sketching, map reading &
etc. My hands are sure full from 730 A.M. to 9 at night. The men are coming along fairly well
tho . Some slow to hold the others back. The use of the metric system is hard for them to learn
but when they catch the idea they go sailing. Uur men are poorly educated as a whole and the
French instructors can't understand it . I try to keep the men from being discouraged when the
ins ructors goes so fast. They just fl y too. I can't keep up some times.

ur exam Saturday was a hard one. Had four full sets of data to work out, an d there 's
another exam on top of that. I made a 100 on one & 65 on the other. I made one mistake early
in my 65 paper & it ruined the whole. But I averaged well on all so one won't pull me down.

This climate we are in is very peculiar. Une day is s clear as a crystal & cold, that night
it will rain & get warm. The morning the clouds are right down on the hills behind the village.
Yesterday it was clear & cold

. If it doesn't give me the grippe I'm satisfied. The people here in
the village don't mind it at all. Work right straight on thru rain or dry. They tell us that they
have lots of snow. I hope not for that means more work. But we are so near the
mountains ! Don't doubt.

Haven't heard from Sam lately sent him you lett ers. Guess he was mixed up with the big
drive. We all wished to be. I'm hoping we can finish our training before very long. We have a
big job tho .

Two nights ago as I was writing in the next room, the whole family came in to entert ain
me.

We had uite an evening. They had a dictionary of English & rench words & I kept it
going. Very interesting but hard work. The girls in the village are very good looking and the
men have a big time try ing to talk to them. They generally get along too. We had our
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Postmarked 9 Oct, 19 18
US Army Post Office MPCS
From Lt WP Keesler
U.S. Army
Officers Mail
O.A.S.To: Mrs Samuel R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss
U.S.A.

# i Somewhere in France
Oct 7h̀ 1918

Dcar Mamma,

A letter fr om you an d one from Auntie came yestcrday and how I enjoyed them. Just ate
them up almost. They were both wri en after you had received my letters from France. You
should have received two letters from England as I wrotc two from there. From now on I'm
going to number my letters so we can kinder keep a check on them. Well to hear that you had
heard form me made me fccl like I was really closer to you all than I am. You were still in
Mon reat at that time. I wonder if I start ed writing to G- wood to early. I start ed sending them
there about Sept 1S̀

. Auntie told me about the way you all read the lett ers, well I'll try to make
mine more interesting. But when it rains, rains & rains and we can't stick our noses outside of
the door hardly. Well there isn't much to talk about unlcss I tell you how man y times the fire
goes out or about the cows in the next room. The men say that when they first came that they did
not like sleeping next to a cow but now they can sleep anywhere. I know I can.

The town paper came thru in bunches but bigger the bunches the bett er I enjoy them. Get
Isabelle to cut out interesting things from the dif erent papers & send them tv me. Anything will
do. VVe just famish for news fr om home. 'I'he men are always asking how about news Lieut. I
try to ge the paper to them as much as I can. We all ready everything six times for fear of
missing anything. I'm writing on a Saturday evening post of Aug 17, which I've worn out. And
Kodak pictures we just adore. Elizabeth has sent me several, taken in and around Montreat. If
you happen to have any thing that you think is interesting send it along. I'll tr an sfer to Sam & hc
to me.

My detail keeps me busy as the said bee. 545 is when I start & 9 P.M. is the "finish" as
the French say for end

. My French is worse than Bill's in Due Mahel. One interesting thing I
have to do every night is censor lett ers. It is like Reading "Due Mahel" all over again. The
remarks about the cows making fine bunkies & etc. are great. One fellow had a scrap with the
family cat the other night. You should have heard him yell. The people of the village come in
too for their share of the fun.

Every ball game or boxing match alway causes a large crowd to
gather. They are gett ing to like the ways of the American soldier. Right now they will give us
most anything. The " adam" here has offered to wash my cloth, new on butt ons, & etc. She
wants to take care of us as sons and does do it too. I've changed my room from the one with the
tile fl oor to one up stairs with a stove in it. It is the biggest room in the house. It sure was
lonesome for awhile before I got a room mate. I got lost walking across it the other night. And
the bed, I just can describe how it sleeps. If you had to wake me you could see tho. When I
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wake up in the morn ing I wonder whether I'm at home or not. Wish it was that easy. I'm
always dreaming of home but I'm not homesick and don't wan t to come back until there "ain't
NO Hun" as the men say. That don't mean tho that I don't miss home & you all but you know
that.

Guess Charlotte is in college now & is some fr esh freshman . Well we all had to be fresh
once. I know she is oing to enjoy it.

Enclosed you will find a 50 centi e note. Don't get scared it is only worth 8 cents. Take
a big bunch of them to buy you a piece of candy over here. We use lots of this paper. The silver
coin is very prett y but as I need all my Francs I won't send one. One feels like a millionaire
when he receives around 900 francs a month but really that isn't so much after a1 We have a
good mess which to b good costs "beaucuup Francs" but we should worry t at is about all we
get to do with our money. Did you receive that $50 I sent. When you do be sure and let me
know. I'm going to send 50 more just as soon as I hear fr om the ba k

.
I don't like the way

they treated me on one deal. And have my libert y Bonds been received. Guess I'll have to write
the D.Q.M. over here and get hem to straighten it out for me. The Federal Reserve Bank is too
slow to suit me. I belicvc I'll take out some of this Fou h Libert y Loon if you all don't take it at
home. I never heard of such a drive. Ii is wonderful and makes one feel good too. Believe me
we are doing our part. I had a man to do his best, last week, he died of sickness but he is just as
much a hero I think . It was the first death Hdqr Co has had.

Do you get the "Stars & Stripes." It is the news paper of the A.E.F. Gives lots of doing
of us over here. I've seen it in thc States and was wondering whether you ever saw it. Sorry I
can't send it to you. It has in it this week a discussion of Xmas boxes. If you send me une, just
drop a big pecan in one co er. I'd give a dollar apiece for a real pecan right now. Funny thing
about Xmas boxes, is that it take six months to reach here some time, so the old saying as "slow
as Xmas" is sure true then.

Jack Black is to be promoted. I'm glad too he deserv es it. Doing fine work. Nothing
doing for me or an y of the 2"-dLts in Hdqr Co. They are not supposed to be Promoted I believe.
Well w•e should worry as long as we st y in the regiment, that is worth a promotion. Really tho [
should like to wear something else besides gold pins.

Remember me to all my friends. Wish I could write every one of them but can't Am
well & happy. Best of love to all.

Your loving son
William
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Postmarked 16 Oct, 19 18
US Military Postal Express Serv ice
From Lt WP Keesler
U.S. Army
Of icer Mail
O.A.S.To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss
U.S.A.

#2 Somewhere in France
Oct 15, 1918

Dear Father,

Since my last letter we have moved closer to the school and to a bett er town. That last
on was the worse one I ever saw. Dirt every where, we couldn't make them clean up at all. We
did our best to keep the place clean but it was impossible. This place seems fairly clean but as it
has rained ever since we came I can't tell as there is mud everywhere. The tales we will tell tho
won't be believed when we get home unless one has seen for him self .

I was left in charge of loading all the baggage when we left . They sent two trucks to
carry what six had to do in the end

.
That made us have to stay in the town another night. The

cook wagon of course was the first wagon to leave and they tool all their supplies with them that
left us with no food except one bag uf bread and whal we could get out of the village. My
orderly scouted round and found us six eggs which we had an old lady fry for us. My but they
were good. The men I ound had any number of friends in the village with whom they had
suppcr. Thc Frcnch pcople did real well. They made us comfortable that night and fixed our
breakfast the next morning. The next day tho all the people in town came round with bill for
damage done by the boys. We paid some but most of them were not paid as we had done no
such damage. Think of paying F26 for some broken stones and one broken window. They sure
do think we are made of money.

Our new home is in an old building once o ned by a lawer. There are books & papers all
over the place. One is very much tempted to use them for fuel on cold days. My room is a big
one with an open fire place. I call it mine but I o only third of it as there are two more Lts in
it with me. I found the room however and I claim it. The open fire makes my room the Club of
the Batt alion.

The Y. Canteen is downstairs and is the life of the village for the soldiers. The ladies
make fudge every day and also chocolate and sandwiches. The men enjoy it a good deal

. The
l dies makes it place seem like a little American town. The town papers have just come in and I
sure have enjoyed them. Feels like home almost to sit before a stove and read where Mrs Jones
] ad visited so and so for a week & etc. One of the papers was the Sunday edition and it had a
funny paper in it. Capt Sligh our ad is now looking at it and sighing. I know what he is thinking
about. I'll turn the papers over to the men aft er 1read them. They enjoy a little .
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You ll fi nd enclosed a note f om C x & Co stat ng t e receipt orratherthe sending of a
d a to you. I hope yvu got it O.K. I'm sending nother soon. Let me k vw if you have
received the 50.

No letter I'm well. Am feel fi ne. Best of love to all.

Your devoted son,William
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