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Postmarked Nov 7, 19 16
The Davidson Chapter
The Phi Alpha of
Beta Theta Pi,Davidson, N .C.To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss

Monday

Dear Father,

I've just come in from a basketball game with the Soph. They beat us 23 to 18 in
very hard fought game. Our team just could get together we did not have the same

teamwork we had had. We could shoot or pass straight so they walked away with us. It
will do our team good for we were a litt le confident over the result of the game.

The large score in the Furman game (46 to 14) was a surprise to us. They sure did
have us going the first half from what Sam says. But we came back and made up for lost
time in the third quart er scoring four touchdowns.

Sam had quite a time running back
punts, he ran for over fift yards on two of them. One weak spot is ow tackles. We need
a good one. urman made all his gains over tackle. A N. C., Wofford & Clemson man
was at the game getting dope on our plays. I hope they didn't get any. Coach was at the
N

.
C. and V

.
P.I. game. We are all looking forward to the game in Winston th a great

deal of pleasure. The whole student body expects to go I believe. The team would rather
win from that team than any other. Sam, l illy Sayad, White Steve Walker are to play
their last time against them and they are sure aching to pe out all pass defeats.

Tomorrow night we are not expecting to go to bed until all the return s are in. We
have made an arr angement to have a wire put in the chapel and get the retw ns there. If
Wilson is elected there we will have a holiday tomorrow or rather the day aft er. The
whole school is talking nothing else. All the professors mention it two or t ree times in
class. Dr. J.M. McCo nell can be led from the lesson by the mere mention of Wilson.Sunday night over at the Arbuckle's we had quite a political bee. Discussing the way the
different states are going. Dr. Arbuckle is an interesting talker and we had an enjoyable
evening.

Tonight it was unofficially announced that we had won the Inter-fraternity
Scholarship Cup for another year. We had had an idea that we had won it but tonight we
heard for sure. It sure did hurt the A.K.

O
.
's for they were so sure they had won it. One

of them was part icularly hurt and said so very slighting things an d some of our fellows
were kinda sore about it. Don't think anything will come of it. One thing it does show
that men who make an average of 85 to 90 will pass the men who have a few honor men
and then a few who make nothing.

They had five honor roll men and did not have one.We had some men who average around 92 & 93 tho. We a e happy an d doing ow best to
keep up the good work. Our average was 83+ pretty good for the average of seventeen
men.
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We had quite a visit fr om one district Chief Sat an d Su day. I believe he was
very well satisfied at the condition of affairs here. e are pla ning to have our District
Reunion here in Jan . Hope the plans come thru.

We are still working hard for the note on the Hall. So far we have a litt le over
$100°-° vn the next payment which comes in February. I thought maybe you would like
to know.

Plans for Senior Speaking are being made. We have been asked to hand in our
subjects of our speeches. I think I'll speak this time vn the subject of "Co ton &
Chemistry." Showing the use of cotton as an explosive, as a substitute for leather, as a
celluloid & many other uses. It is very interesting and in line with my work. Sam has
not decided yet what he will speak on.

The game made me very sore an d stiff an d it is gett ing late I'm going (to) stop.

Give my love to all
Your affectionate son

William
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Post arked Dec l 8, 1916
The Davidson Chapter
The Phi Alpha of '

,
Beta Theta Pi,Davidson, N.C.To: Gen S.R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss

Sunday

Dear Father,

Everybody is talking home and X as now. Several of the boys have already le . Sam
start s tomorrow. The rest of us Thursday. Our exams have been fairly easy so far. With me my
hardest came on the first day. It was my German. I believe I pas sed it. My average on my
reviews is 79 and my dailies are fair. I think I'll get thru easily enough.

Sat. I went to Charlott e to do a litt le shopping. I got an over coat. A gre y one and it is
quite nice looking.

Paid $25 for it. It should last quite a while. I got a loose fitt ing one and not
one of those form fitt ers. 1so got a present for Elizabeth. I did not see any of the folks as I had
only a few hours and was on the go the whole time.

We got your telegram Sat an d have acted upon it. The latter part of it is very appealing to
me. I've been wanting to go this whole fall but never could find any dogs. Coach Fetzur goes
nearly every day and has real good luck.

The last two or three days have been bitter cold ones. The other morning we got up to
find that it had rained during the night and then frozen leaving the ground a sheet of ice and as
slick as glass. Boys running out of the building going to chapel got some hard falls, one fellow
hurt ing himself very badly.

I saw Dr Arbuckle about my pay. It will be about fift y dollars for both terms. Not as
much as I expected but it will help.

There is absolutely nothing doing here. Only work for exams. I'll drop you a c d later
on the week. Love to all

Your loving son
William
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4
'1

(no envelope)
Sa day Morning

Dearest Mother,

Your lett er, father's two, and the package received. I was mighty glad to get
thcm. Thc foot ball which father sent happened to be a basket ball, however we can use it
for the Co. I am sorry you didn't find the pads & shoes. I thought I put the pads in the
packing trunk an d the foot ball shoes - which had no spikes on them - were among my
belongings. I thought. May be I left them at Montreat. I was going to have new spikes
put on them.

I am going to play left half to-day on the Regimental team vs 318 Machine Fun
Bn. I think t ey'll beat us - because we lack team work.

We are studying every ight from 7 to 9 - about the new tr ench warfare.
Confidenti l Books. The following morn ing from 11 to 12 we recite to our Co.
Comman der. It is quite complicated. The orders for one a ack - cover nearly a book -
everyone must know exactly what he is to do.

We have 50 new men n from Atlanta Camp. Fine looking Tennessean s. On the
whole, much bett er than the Fla. Men.

The whole Division was assembled day before yesterday for a Liberty Loan
Rally. Several speeches were made, etc. I don't know whether it bore any fruit or not.

I am going to put $700D-0 in bonds.

Our Co. as second in Libert y Loan contest for this Reg.
in last report .

Had inspection to-da} - and did not come up to our usual cleanliness.
An off-day

probably - but we don't want it to happen again. Kitchen fl oors were dirt y - main
trouble. And then they were not so dirt y aft er all.

Must go to dinner -

Love to you all, Your devoted son,Sam Jr.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

_ . .
r y ~

:

; . .

_b o

j +
- Z

. .
' • '

I •
' ' .i:: -• . . , . ;

I

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

.
.a a

-

a
_
_

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

/ 6

.,
.

N

/ ' • 1. V
p

o .u
; - .

--
. l -

i_ ',
u -

.
. Z

_ %
r - c .

, c - -
i

. .

.
, .

- ' '

1
(

c a- -7
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

_ f , - -_-- -
_ ;

,. .- . '
; / • .

t
.,

. _ _
' ' ' ,

_ `
U

; :. ,' ' _I ;` r-
-

- ---- - r
, , _ ., ,; - , .

. _ r

,

d '
' ' _

' G
.

"

_
f '

/
..

,
1

:.

, , ' . :. ' '
, _ .

+ , . - - . _
_ -- - _ _ _ '

-'

, .
+

' ' y
-.. r -. ,` . :

. _' ' .
_ . -

_ '
.. -- -
__ , .

J

.t

_ , _
' - '

1

_
. 1

-
S

. _ .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

_-- - -_-, -
•

-

.

_ - . • . . . . .

- . . : -

_
/ •

G
. _

`
.
!

.
'V

. . . . . - .
:.

- t
1

_ ' ,- _ -_
- - ' . .:

_ .
,

;J "
., :

•
.

-
-

3 -

- - _
.

- . .
_

:.

- . . •
1

- - _ _ -

. _ . . . _
t _ , -

f

'
. . .

: .

J

_ _
1 - . . .

P 1
- .

-
- • ' - x - •

.

_ : . -
l - : . - - T - - - - - J

- -- • t y - -

. .
•

- _
! -

.

. . . . . . . . . .

i i

4

r

I

- . .
- . • . - _

, ,; , - - -. _ . -_
. .

- .- _
__ ,

_
-_

_
' , -- ,r.i1

. .
-

- - =
-- ,- . ,;

a

l

i

' T ' . 1 .I ' ' I
..

1

_
l

_
1

T s . . - • • . . - - " - . - . . -- - y

. . .
"

r ' - '
. • .

1 . . . Y
.
_ -

•

- / '
' _ .

f •

r ' -

--' -

_ ' '

- _ _ r

- ,
' -

. '

-_  
,

. •
.

- - - - - -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

-
?' 3 , ' >

f ' / J /

- . " : /

' l.. .,
.Y

' -,, - __ _ _ . . ___- _
.. ' ' __ ;-_

, . '
i

/
. ,,

- '
, ,

- - , .; .
0' '

- , :
n.

'
_,, -

'
_ _

.
r 1 ' ` ., - -

. .
T

i
' 7 j °

_
"

.
72

' / . , '
' ' -

- / . J

_
.

,_': ' ' '
. . .

.
%Y

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

D

(no envelope)

.Battery E 3 16th F.A.Sunday

Dear Mamma,

Your note came this morn ing. Don't you worry over me. I'm in the best of health now.My litt le sickness was only a sore throat which the Dr make me go to the Hospital. I wasn't sick
thcy sent me there as I could get it over quicker and they could make me go. I believe they
thought I had measles but I didn't. Any way I'm well now.

Sam wrote me on he same day he wrote you. You will find his letter enclosed
. He will

have a busy time of it. I know it must be very interesting. He wrote his chums in his company to
send in his insurance blanks. Guess he is getting nervous. I wish he were back here as it is
lonesome here without him. All my friends in the batt ery dance and as I don't I spend my week
ends by myself unless I go in with Lt Gearhart who is my best friend out h re. Moor my room
mate is a fine fellow too but he generally goes to see his girl on week ends.

Our quarantine for the meningitis will be raised before long. There all sorts of wild
rumors fl ying around about German spies and guns. I can't repeat some of them. Any way the
cold weather is helping. The measles is still bad. We are not told about the number of deaths but
I know there are some. In fact they keep everything very quiet.

I saw Wardlaw Thomson & Denny Roddey this week-end. From all that I can hear
Wardlaw is to be married this month about Xmas. He will marry Elizabeth Alexander. Ed
Causler the man who came from Oglethorpe with us to B Mt is to be married soon too.

Each week end brings some news of some body's marriage. I don't know how they feel
but I would wait until aft er I come back. How does Sam feel I wonder. He would never tell me
much.

I'm going down to the Express office tomorrow to see about the molasses. I hope it is
there.

The boys are raving right now over some bought stuff. I want to show them some real
molasses.

I guess I must give up all hope of coming home Xmas. I'm officer in charge of batt ery
for that week

.
I'll put in for a nine day pass some time in February tho. i 'm cert ainly coming

home if I can.

We are having some very cold weather now. Even with steam heat our rooms are chilly.
Last night the wind just roared around. You could hear the sand hit the sides of the barracks. All
the water that was in the least exposed fr oze.

I'm having my teeth overhauled now. The dentist is a good one & will soon have them
O.K. Here's hoping that he don't rob be for the job.
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These merchants in Colu bia are the most c t throat I eversaw. They refuse credit,
checks & think only of themselves.

hy every time I ask one to take a check they hold a
conference as much as to say I wonder if its good. It makes me sore, when I think of what we
a e doing fvr them &. the way they treat u .

Must stop. A enclosing S m's letter.
Love to all

.

Your loving son,illiam
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Postmarked Jan 16, 1917
Davidson N .C.To: ,
Mrs S.R. Keesler,Greenwood Miss

Davidson College
1/15J17

Deax Mother,

We are indeed having miserable weather now. It start ed sleeting this morning an d at
present everything is inc sed in a coating of ice. All of the trees just shine and I guess would
pop if there was much weight on them. The grow (sic) is just as slippery as it can be. Ijust
know it must be raining down home. It will miss a good opportunity if it doesn't.

I was over at 1rs. Mart in's to-night seeing if the Civic League could give us an
entert inment - I mean a banquet. By us I mean the District Re-Union of our Fratern ity. You
know it is divided into Districts an d a certain number of colleges will be in a specified District.We are in no VII. It is our time to have the Reunion here so that is why the Ban quet. We want
to have it Jan. 27th.

Charlott e's pictures came to-day. I was glad to get them. Her letter also came.

[ have two otherjobs in mind now. I wish you + father would let me know what you
think of trying to gett ing one of them or at least entering into negotiations . One is a (sic) The
McCollie Prep school in Chatt anooga - about the best in the south and the other is in the
Charlotte High School. Now I have gott en track of this Charlotte thru some inside information -
so don't mention it. I think I could get about $85 and expenses at McCallie d about $110.00 in
Charlotte. Soc is trying to get me in at McCallie - you know he went there - which means that I
stand a good show. I am going to write Capt. Pem n at N.O. also. Somehow I feel kind of young
to start out to teaching etc, but l guess I'm old enough. 21 is about old enough to start - looks
like.

We are eating at Mrs. Campbell's now, you know.
Mrs.

Vinson's cook got married and
she gave up the boys. We are gett ing splendid food - just about the same- but not quite so home
like. We go over to see Mrs. Vinson oft en.

My next dose of the Typhoid serum comes next Saturday. I'll go get punched then."Brass" sticks the needle into your arm so "cold bloodedly" - but it doesn't hurt , that is during
the process. He said he had "stuck"just numbers of soldiers down on the border. They haven't
had a case of typhoid I understand.

Most of us have colds but nothing serious.

Be sure to send us an excuse - you or father, one. Excuse everything up to Monday
morning.
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Tell Au t e I'11w ite her soon. it love foryou 11-
Yourlovi g so ,S m
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Postmarked Jan 15, 1917
Davidson N

.
C

.To:
Gen S. R. Keesler
Greenwood Miss

D.C. Monday

Dear Father,

School is back in the old running now and everything seems like there never was any
Xmas holidays. The boys have almost stopped talking about what th ey did there. I don't believe
I'll forget the enjoyable times I had at home this year. It seemed the most enjoyable of all the
Xmas holidays. I thank you, mother, auntie and all the rest for making it possible for us.

We had a very trip to D.C. At Columbus we had a nice twenty minute talk with Fannie
Walton and some of her friends. Then in Birmingham we enjoyed the evening with Nell her
friend ve y much. But the best time was in Atlan ta. We got in at 6:30 & ent to the Ausly (sic).About 10:30 we met Dr Shepherdson & Mrs. Graves & went out to Tech. From there on until
Sat. night we were so busy that Sam and l did not do an ything but go from one meeting to
another. We had lectures, examinations, initiations & banquets. Aft er the first day we went out
to a Mrs 1 ewis for the rest of the time. She treated us great & we had a lovely time. Sat. night
we had the banquet. There were sixty nine or seventy present and all lled with good spirits,
good fellowship & the like. We ate, s g, yelled & had toasts. "Sod" made a fine talk when a
man fr om D.C. was called on. So did the boy fr om "Vandy." The D.C crowd had to leave
before the show was over and did not get time to say Good By.

We got to Charlotte Sunday noon and went around to Aunt Janie and they took us to
D.C> in the car. We would have waited until later if it had not have been for our own bidding of
new men on Monday. We got to D.

C
. about 4:30 Sunday and we sure were tired out.

Munday morning we bid our new man for the fraternity. We bid nine men but lost one .
one would join any fr atern ity. We are very well satisfied on the whole.

Dr Shepherdson was down and we enjoyed his visit very much. He ce ainly is a big
m n. He gave us a talk Monday night which lasted nearly an hour & a half an d at Ga Teck (sic)
he talked for three & a half hours to the Teck boys. We were not tired either.

Well all that over now. Nothing to do but work & look forward to Jr speaking & the
'a hinglon trip. The whole school has begun to talk about going to Washington on the 4th of

March. Guess a whole lot of them will go.

Father stopping in Atlanta has broke me. I've paid up every thing like board, & etc but
I've got to get some new books & pay 2. 0 for some dues. I hate to ask for money now but I
need it. Must I drown or wait for check.
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Mrs. Vin on has not opened up and can not any more. We sure do hate that because it
was so much like home there. Sam & I are at Mrs. Chauhles but even if the food is bett er & I
doubt it nothing can take Mrs. Vinson place.

We had a very interesting game of basket ball here Saturd y night. D.C. beat Charlotte .Y.M.C.A. 60 to 22 I th nk. It was the first game and showed that we have a ve y stro ng team this
year.

Class foot-ball has been going on but it has been so cold that it is almost impossible to
practice.

Must stop now & go to lab. Love to all.Your loving son
William
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