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HISTORIAN'S NOTE
Chapter I

The document which follows is, strictly speaking, the
Administrative Historical Narrative of the 509th Composite Group
--- the "First Atomic Bombardment Group®s Yet, as this is writ~
ten, the Unit Historian well knows that his task is a sober and
gigantic one --- in the semse of its size, and in the sense of
its substantive historical impartancee

Cne need ;;,robe but lightly into the structure of the
509th Composite Group to become aware of its far-reaching ﬁo-
portionse. The term *composite* as applied to the Group is some=-
what inaccurates True, the organizational arrangement of the
Group wes planned in such a menner as to make it self -sufficient
--- dependent upon no alien organization. Had this Group's mis-
sion, then, been an ordinary one, it no doubt would have been
self-sufficient,.

But this is hardly the case, For instance, the Press
throughout the civilized world is reporting to the people the
nﬁgnitude of research carried on by thousands of eminent scient-
ists of the Allied world in the perfection of the Atomic Bombe
Intricate modern manufacturing plants and sclentific: laboratories
are now pictured in every daily and weekly newspaper and in every

magazine in the country aé evidence of the proportions which the




Atomic Bomb project has assumed, Tens of thousands of people
have toiled daily for months at a tﬁsk which to them had no
meaninge All of this is indeed & vital part of the story of
the 509th Composite Graupe

Yet, it goes without saying that an administrative
history can hardly purport to cover such & vast scope of ac-
tivitye At the seme time, an awareness of the Group's broad
backgromnd and foundation should be menifested in this adminise |
trative history.

Time alone will tell in what manner and to what de=-
gree the discovery of the Atomic Bomb will influence future
generationse Already, prominent world thinkers have expressed
the belief that the Atomic Bomb can be the world's most potent
guaranty of world peace in the years aheade To just what de-
gree this new source of power will revolutionize future indust-
rial life and standards of living is a concept almost beyond the
realm of comprehension.

With these facts and ideas in mind,. the writer approach-
e3 his taske It is hoped that the result will be an accurate,
readable and informative historical document born of World War
IX.

31 August 1945
Tinian Islande
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A-C~P-1-V-A-T-1-0-N
Chapter 11

By directlon of the War Department and the Second Air

Force, the 509th Composite Group was activ:;od on 17 December,
1

1944 to comprise the following components:

Hq. 509th Composite Group

320th Troop Cerrier Squadron

Headquarters and Base Services

Squadron, 390th Air Service Group

603rd Air Engineering Squadron

1027th Air Materiel Squadron

1395th Military Police Company (Avn)
In addition the 393rd Bombardment Squadron (Very Heavy), was
relieved from its previous assignment and transferred to the

2

509th Composite Group. Thue constituted, the 503th Composite Group
immediately took its place in the Second Air Force, assigned to the
315th Bombardment Wing (VH), Colorado Sprimgs, Colorado,

On 6 March 1945 am additional unit, the 1st Ordnamce
Squadrom, Svecial, Aviation, was activated and became a part of
the 509th Composite Group, This unit was manned to a large extent
by hand-pfcking of skilled machinists, welders and munition® work-
ers from throughout the entire Army Air Forces, .Ia fact, a few

individuals were transferred from the Army Ground Forces.

1. Gemeral Order #6, Wendover Field, Utah 17 December 194l
2. Gemeral Order #6, Wendover Field, Utah 17 December 1gLl
3. General Order $#4, Wendover Fleld, Utah 6 March 1945

2
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Much difficulty was encountered and time consumed in finding
enough peraonﬁel of the Special nature required. This additional
unit raised the Table of Organilation strength of the Group to
225 Offit;ors and 1542 Enlisted Men.
¥hen activated, the Group was designed to stand alome.
Headquarters 509th Composite Group constituted the executive
head of the organization, funetioning through the familiar S-1,
$-2, S-3, and S-4 channels. The 393rd Bombardment Squadron was
charged with the execution of the tactical phaed of the Group's
mission. The 320th Troop Carrier Sguadron was designed to fulfill
one important need: the rapid transportation of project :personnol
and sz;tpplies from poirnt to point within the states and from the states
to the overseas base. The lst Ordnance Squadron, Special, (Aviation),
wvag constituted to carry out the important project work of the m‘ission.
The 390th Air Service Group----"a group within a group®e---
was set up to operate overseas in the same manner that a Base organi-
gation functions in the states, that is, to provide housing and other

adninistrative facilities and through its 603rd Air Engineering

4, AAF form 127 Report of Army Air Force FPersonmnel, 31 March 1945
5. Command Bock, 509th Composite Group, 15 January 19u5.




Squedron and 1027th Air Materiel Squadron, to provide personnel

and facilities to meet every conceivable problem which might arise

in engineering and supply.

The 1395th Military Police Company (Aviation) was an

intergral part of the 509th Composite Group in that its important

function va; to protect the security of the project.

COLONEL PAUL W. TIBBETS, Jr. was selected by Army Alr

Forces about July of 1944 as the man who would successfully
[]

command the 509th Composite Group. His contrilutions to Allied

success had, even at that time, been most outstanding.

Operations Officer of the 97th Bombardnﬁt Group in the European

and North 4frican Theatres of Operation.

LIBUTENANT COLONEL THOMAS J. CLASSEN was Commanding

Officer of the efficient 393rd Bombardment Squedron when the
8

latter became assigned to the 509th Composite Group. His back-

He was Group

ground is a lustrous one, for previously he had served heroically

in the Pacific Theater of Operations ag a Pilot of a B-Seventeen

with the Eleventh Bombardment Group.

6.

7.
8.

9.

General Order #1, Hq. 509th Composite Group, Wendover Field,
Utah, 18 December 194k.

Statement of Captein T. L. Karnes, Group Adjutant.

General Order #6, Wendover Fleld, Utah, 17 December 1944,

Statement of Captain J. D. Buscher, 393rd Bombardment Squasdron

Intelligence Officer.
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Severel months after his assigmment to the 509th Composite Group as

Commanding Offieer of the 393rd Bombardment Squadron, he was advanced
by COLONEL TIBEETS to the important position of Deputy Group Commander.
MAJOR CHARLES W. SWEENEY assumed command of the ¥3rd Squadrom.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL GERALD E. BEAN, a master in executive
matters, was assigned to the Group as its Executive Officer.

CAPTAIN THOMAS L. KARNES worked with personnel matters
at Vendover Field, Utah for more than twe years. With his per-
sonal knowledge of Wendover Field personnel, COLONEL TIBBETS saw in
him the man who could ﬁent supervise the intricate personnel
problem which the Group's activation involved. Accordingly,

CAPTAIN KARNES was named Sroup Adjutant.

LIEUTESANT COLONEL HAZEN J. PAYETTE, prominent Miehigan
attorney from Detroit, had served with COLONEL PIBBETS in the
Buropean Theatre of Operation. His proven ability, in addition
to his desire to return overseas, were two reasons why COLONEL
TIHBETS placed him in‘charge of Group Intelligence.

MAJOR JAMES I. HOPKINS had extensive experience in the

10. 8.0. #41, Hq. 509th Gbmposite Group, Wendover Field, Upah, 2 May 19::2 :‘“S
11. S§.0. # 1, Hg, 509th Composite Croup, Wendover Field, Utah, 5 Jan 19 -1
12. G.0. # 1, Hq. 509th Composite Group, Wendover Field, Utah, 18 Dee 19L4

13. S.0. # 2, Hq. 509th Composite Group, Wendover Fisld, Utah, 9 Jan 1945



European Theater of Operation and received a number of citations
and decoratidns for his outstanding work there. Knowing Operations
in all of 1ﬁs aspects, he was wisely chosen to head the 509£h Group
Operations%_/ '

MAJOR JOEN W. POETER, before his assignment to the Group
a8 Director of Supply and Maintenance, had been B-Twenty-Nine En-
gineering Officer and Director of Supply and Maintenance at McCooﬁ.
Nebraska. His three years of experience in Sud Depot, Supply, and
Maintenance work furnigshed him with the wealth of experience neces-
sary to carry out successfully his important new assignment.

CAPTAIE (now MAJOR) CHARLES F. H. BEGG}écas selected to
command the let Ordnance Squadron, Special, (Aviation). He was pre-
ferred over several perheps more prominent individuals because he
showed outstanding promise as a comlng figure in the field of ex-
plosives. The man needed for this post must be open minded, free of
deeply embeded convictions which form as a result of years of work
in a given field of endeavor. He must keep pace with expanding

scientific thought. He must be capable of reducing and eliminating

14, S.0. #12, Hq. 509th Composite Group, Wendover Field, Utah 6 Feb 1945
15. 5.0. #ll4, Hq. 509th Composite Group, Wendover Field, Utah 13 Fed 1945
16. 5.0. $#27, Hq. 509th Compoeite Group, Wendover Field, Utah & Mer 1945




differences, real or imaginary, between the corps of civilian
scientists and technicians, and the military with whom he is
obliged to carry on the Group's most vital work. CAPTAIN BEGG,
as the success of the project now proves, ‘mealured up to these
stringent requiremehts in every respect.

Other key personnel, the number of which forbids in-
dividual comment at this time, were selected by COLONEL TIBBEZS
and hig Staff for reasons similar to those pointed out above.

In paseing it is interesting to note that COLONEL
TIBBETS, LIEUTEHANT COLONEL PAYETTE, MAJOR THOMAS W. FEREBEE,
Staff Bombardier, CAPTAIN (now MAJOR) THEODORE J. VAN KIRK,
Staff Navigator, and CAPTAIN KERMIT K. BEAHAN, 393rd Squadron
Bombardier, all served in the same Group in England and North
Africa. COLONEL TIBBETIS'S crew ferried GENERAL MARK CLARK from
England to Gibralter, where GENERAL CLARK left by submarine to .
negotiate with the French in North Africa prior to the North
Africen Invasion. Subsequently, the 97th Bombardment Group

ferried GENERAL EISBNHOWER and other VIP'S to North Africa at




the time of the Invasion. Their Group was the first of the

Heavy Bombardment Groups to drop bombs on Nazi-held Europe.

About two years thereafter, these five men were to reunite and
pley an important part in carrying out two bombing missions which

would bring World War II to an.end.

17. Statements of Lt. Col. Hazen J. Payette, Group Intelligence
Officer.




STATESIDE |

A country is fighting a war, & war in which air power,
ar the lack of ite tips the scales of battle either to ultimate
victary or decisive defeat. Commanding Generals determine, let
ua: imagine, to activate additional air mighte

A standardized Table of Organization and Bquipment is
proammlgated under which fighting air power is acfivated. organiz-
ed, and executed. These fighting units are collected, assembled,
trained and put in the air with production line speed and effici~ .
encye

Hed the 5091;5 Composite Group been a standard type
group, its story, from a Table of Organization point of view,
would be a repetition of that of the meny groups thai came be~
fore ite But the case is otherwise.

) Beceause of the unusual mission of the 509th Composite

mwﬁlm existing Table of Organization and Equ;;ment was ado~
@te for its needs, Effarts were therefore made to have the

9/
War Depertment tailor a Table of Organization for the Groupe These

18, Coemand Book, 509th Composite Group, 15 Januwary 1945
19, Statement of Captain Thomas L. Earnes, Group Adjutants




efforts were unsuccessful because it was found that eeveral
months were reguired to create new T/0's, Instead, established
T/0%s were used with standard amendments and modified by inclo=
sures to the activation ordef‘%/

As training begen, it was found that all squadrons re-
quired more adjustments. The Group Executive Gfficer, LTEUTENANT
COLONEL BREAN, took these to Headquarters, Army Air Forces, and
the changes were: later incorporated in amendments to. the movement
orrdez:. These did npt constitute changes in: the T/0 but did per-
mit passage through Port of Embarkation of individuals whose rank
or MOS did not conform to the T/0e

Probably the most distinguishing feature in the story
of this Group's assembly of manpower is the fact that before
activation orders were received, much of the personnél of the
216th AAF Base Unit, Wendover Pield, Utah, the site of activation,
had been earmarked for the 509th Composite Groupe Approximately
800 people were thus transferred from the Bause ta the Group ime

22/
mediately upon activation.

20, Statement by Captain Thomes Le Karnes, Group Adjutant,

2le Se0e #23, Wendover Field,. Utah, 23 Januery I945.

22, Statement by Captain Thamas Le Earnes, Group Adjutaat,.
and Se0e's of Headquarters, Wendover Field, Utah,
between 17 December 194 and 28 Decembsr l94lLe

)




This procedure had a distinct advantage over cadre
methods in that there was no duplieation of personnel, the ex-
perience level was very high, offieers and enlisted men knew
each other previously, and to a large extent the personnel had
volunteered for the Group. In many instances, lnuﬁ departments
were transferred. The only tactiecal Squadrom, the 393rd, was
transferred in a body from the 50Lth Bombardment Group to the
509th Composite Growp. Fhe Troop Carrier Sqﬁadron. s definite
misnomer, incidentally, was incorporated to make poseible the
transportation of personnel and equipment needad‘for the special
projeet of the Group. Fillers for the Group vwere provided by the
Second Air Foree, witk a high degree of priority given requests
for specific individuals. On occasion this authority was exerted
to obtain people from other commends of the Army Air Forces.

While the 7/0 vas teking on a definite form and persan-
nel required to £ill it were obtalmed, the Second Air Force, upon
instruetions reeeived from Headguarters, Army Alr FPorces, issued

"Narning Orders®, 27 December 19hli, setting a readiness date of

2!'5‘. General Order #6, Wendover Field, Utah, 17 December 19kl
2k, Ststement of Captain Thomas L. Earnes, Group Adjutant.

-
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1 March 1945 for the Ground lchola:%/ on 6 Jumary 1945 the Sscond
Alr Force published movement orders for the 509?!: Composite Group
Ground Echelon (Shipment Moe 6015 & through G), placing the Group
at the call of the Gommandsr of the Seattle Fort of Embarkation.
Amendment Roe 2 t0 the m;zent order was published by the War
Depertmeat 28 February 1945, This included the ohanges, previcus-
ly nont;lonod. which were fo\m;l n@ceasary t0 give the Group the
proper personnel and te fit certaim highly desired individuals
into the omx}iutiono

| | mt. no sooner had the officers in charge begun to ses
their personnel problm qupstnntiuly 8olved then e new unit wes
incorporuted into the Groupe On 6 MArch 1945, Weadover Field Gen-
eral oxdor . 4 activated the lst Ordnance Sguadron, Special,
(Aviation).

» . The Tfable ot Organization of thiy new and unigue mud-
ron m designed to include administrative, supply, production,
transportation, ammnition, special emmunition and fuses and, later,

delivery and facilities sections,

25-26 Mpvement Orders, Wer Department letter 3705 OB~S-E-M 3 Jun 45
Amendment #1, War Dspartment Ietter 370.5 OB=S-E-SEM0T=M,
1 yebruary 1945
Amendment #2, wmar Dpartnemt Istter 370.5 OB=S=1=AFROO-M,.
) 28 wbruery 1945
7. Aectivation orders of lat (Ordnance Squedron, Special, (Aviation)
28, Teble of Organization, 1lst Ordnance Squadron, Special,
(Aviation)




It was obvious to higheranking officers in Washington,
DeCe that if this Squadron was to function properly at its over-
seas destination,. far-reaching plans must immediately  be made.
Accordingly, COLONEL E. E. KIRKPATRICK, 20th Air Force Staff
Officer, was assigned the task of supervising construction activie
ties for lebaratory buildings and atorage areas on Tinlan Islande
Assigned out of Washington, DeCe, he departed in March 1945, for
AePeOo 2476

Meantims,, & vigorous drive was begun at Wendover to
secure. full strength for the Squadron in a pgriod of twe months,
Not only did 22& enlisted men and 1} officers have to be obtain-
ed, but each individual necessitated a seperate interview to assure
that his capabilities were in keeping with the work required of hime
So. exacting were these technical requirements as well as military
security measures that an average of only twenty percent of the
men interviewed were accepteg.%/

on 2 April 1945, the Sguadron Commending Officer, CAPTAIN
CHARLES F. H. BEGG and the Squadron Executive O0fficer, CAPTAIN
ARCHIE Go COMBS, JR., departed for Washington,, to coardinate and

29¢ War Department, TAG Letter, 10 May 1945, .
30, Statement by Major Begg, Cammanding Officer of the lst
Grdnance Squadron, Special, (Aviation)
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accelerate shipment of men to Wendover Field, Utah for interviews
and assigmment to the Squadraz%/ These officers remained in Washing~
ton until 12 April 1945,

Oon 18 May 1945, 55 vacancies still existed in the followe
ing MOS: 4532 === 5, 063 === 1, 345 <=~ 2, 901 === 40, 11} «== 2,
and 505 «~= 5, During the next two days two Officers of the Squad-
ron interviewed and accepted 43 men at the Kearns (verseas Replace-
ment Deport, Kearns, Utah, and these men were subsequently transferre
ed to the lst Ordnance Sguadron, Special,. (Aviation)e Finally, on.
24 My 1945 pe:sonnel had been brought up to strength with two per=
cent overageg. |

Group administrative and supply processing had, in the
interim, been accamplished. For, on 8 February 1945, an adminis-
trative processing team from Headquart,errs, Arm Alr Porces, had
begun processing the Groups Consisting of about twelve individuals
headed by MAJOR RHCDES, the team was highly trained for its wark.
In fact, its ultimate destination was the European Theater of QOpera-

tions, in which it was to be employed after ¥E-Day in the important

ﬁ. Se0e # 55, HBeadquarters, Wendover Field, Utah, 26 March 1945
32, Statement hy Major Biggs, Commanding Officer of the lst
Ordnance Squadron, Special, (Aviation).

Sy
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job of processing smerican troops for return to the States, Its
work at wendover with the 509th Composite Group was campleted
quickly and efficiently, but it remained until April because of

the frequent ppstponanents in departure date of the Group's

ground Echelon.



oy,

OVERSEAS MOVEMENT, MAIN GROUND ECHELON

The main ground echelon, having completed all required
training and processing, received orders to depart on Thursday
morning, 26 April 1945, from Wendover Field, Utah, For the pur-
poses of traveling by rail, this group was divided into two sect-
ions; number one, totaling thirty-six officers and five hundred
and thirty-two enlisted men, boarded the train at Wendover sta-
tion and pulled out promptly at 0800, 26 April 1945, and number
two, totaling eight officers and two hundred and eighty-three en-
listed men repeated the process several hours lateié/ Everyone

~concerned felt that this step in the Group's movement was accamp-
lished with considerable eese,

The conduct of the troops aboerd the train was exempla-

34/

Ty, according to MAJOR GEORGE W, WESCOTT, the Troop Commaniers
In fact, had not a formideble seige of the 'GoIoSS' overtalen the
personnel ~-~ about sixty cases were reported =-- the trip by
rail would have been as uneventfui as it was orderlye.

On Saturdey morning, 28 April, both sections arrived at

33, 8.0, ¥ 113, Headquarters, Wendover Field, Uteh, 23 April 1945
3. Se0e # 113, Beadquarters, Wendover Field, Utah, 23 April 1945

35« Dysentery.

L
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s
the military terminal at Seattle, Washington. A convoy of trucks
from Fort Iawton awaited the group and drove it to the Forte Withe
in two hours afier leaving the train, all personnel were fed and
assigned to barracks.

Nor was any time lost in getting under way with the mat-
ter of final overseas processing. The efficiency of the staging
area processing teamb,,along with the efficiency with which the
group had been processed at the home station,, resulted in the com=
pletion of final proceséing deys ahead of time,

Oon Saturday, 5 May, the main portion of the group wes
conveyed to the port and there put aboard the ship, "Cape Victory'.
The next morning the remaining personnel followed, and at 1220,

6 May 1945, all traveling passengers were instructed by the ship's
CAPTAIN to wear or otherwise have at hand at all times, their life
jackets. The main ground echelon was now enroute overéeas.

BEach soldier aboard ;hip,had been isaued motion siclkness
tablets at Fort Iawton. Furthermore, he had been acquainted with

that school of thought whose contention is that seasickness is,

-lbm
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sninety percent mentel,* with the aid of the teblets, and with
each man talking himself out of btecoming seasick, all went well |
for the first day and a half, But on the latter part of the second-
dey out, the ship encountered a storm ~«~ the severest in eight
months, 80 said the ship's personnel --- which upset many & stomach.
Only the thought of‘ seeing land again made life bearable,

Gn Sunday, 13 May, just one week after leaving the states,
the troopship sailed within sight of the Hawaiian Islands and droppms
ed anchor that evening in Honolulu Harbor, Oehu,

’ The personnel were restricted to the ship the following
day until early in the evening, Mail call -«~= the first since leav~
ing the states ««« served to keep qveryéne in high spirlts during
the day,.as did the fréquent musical sessions offered by a five~
piece musical combination organized within the Groupe

A representative of Army Special Service, having heard
that the group had docked, arranged to bring a troup of native
singers and dancers to the warehouse ad joining the pier and there

to present an evening's entertaimment, Accordingly, the personnel

-17=
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aboard ship enjoyed two hours of unique and colorful songs and
dancinge

On the following morning, 15 May 1945, a mobile post ex-
change unit pulled into the adjoining warehouse, which by that time
was ugsed as a recreation and exercising area for the ship's passeng~-
ers, and the latter made many purchases of food, toilet articles,
stationery, and other necessities.

The "Cape Victary®, left Honolulu Harbor as one of a cone
voy of three troopships at 1830, 16 May 1945 and proceeded on its
journey. After an uneventful nine days of travel, the ship entered
the atoll at Eniwetok and, having laid in the harbor for a little
more than twenty-four hours, proceeded on the final leg of her jours
ney, accompanied at this point hy a single Patrol Craft.

Several more days of travel brought the group safely to
its destination and, met by acting Commending Officer, LIEUTENANT
COLONEL HAZEN J. PAYETTE, the: ship docked at Tinian on the after-
noon of the 29th of Mey 1945, a total of twenty~three days having
been required for the voyage.. The perscnnel debarked at 0815, Memor-
ial Day, 30 May 1945.

«18=
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OVERSEAS MOVEMENT, ADVANCED AIR ECHELON

The Advanced Air Echelon, in command of LIEUTENANT
COLONEL HAZEN J, PAYETTE, consisted of twenty-nine officers
and sixty-one enlisted mgg{ Three C=-5)'s, the numbers of
which were 9009, 9019, and 25913:, were furnished by the 320th
Troop Carrier Squadron to transport these individuals from the
States to Tinian.

The first plane to depart from Wendover Field, Utah,
was number 9009, It took off at 0830, 15 Mey 19,5, about nine
days after the main ground echelon left the Seattle port of
Embarkation,

The second plane of the Advanced Air Echelon depart-~
ed from Wendover Field at 0912, 15 May 1945« The third plane,
number 2594, 4id not leave the home base until 19 May 1945, the
delay being occasioned while awaiting the arrival of the pilot
from his familierization flight over the route with the Air
Transport Commande

The first two planes proceeded to Hamilton Field,

36e 8.0, #38, Headquarters, 509th Composite Group, 21 April 1945
37« Statement by Me jor Hopkins, Group Operations Qfficer.

'
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Californie, arriving there about noone. After lunch, all person=
nel were medically and administratively processed, upon the come~
pletion of which they were briefed on diltch:l.ng procedwre for the
C=5)e The party left the continental limits of the United States
at 1930, 15 Mey 1945.

Ideal flying weather favoring the flight, the party
landed at Hickam Field, Oahu, Hewaiiean Islands at 0730, 16 Mey
1945, where both aireraft underwent a 50=hour inspectione Such
inspection. diaclosed the necessity for an engine change on aire
creft 9019, 8n unexpected happening which consumed two mﬁ'?/ Fur-
ther delay was encountered when this plane was grounded for other
mechanical reasons, the necessary replacement parts not being ime
mediately available at Hickem Field,

While this work was in progress, the party toured Oahu,
seeing such points of interest as Pearl Harbor, Waikiki Beach, the
City of H onolulu, the magnificent Chureh of Iatter Day Saints
(Mormon), and witnessed several baseball games between teams whose

players, to a considerable extent, had played major league ball,

38. AAF Torm #1, Operations, 320th Troop Carrier Squadrom.




landed, the plane proceeded to KWajelein Island, arriving there
about five hours later. Again being refueled, the plane departed
at 0600, 22 May 1945 and set down six hours later on Tinian Island,
" thus completing successfully its flight to the Group's overseas
destination,

The journey of aireraft 2594 was a repetition of that
of aircraft 9009, Sufficient is it to say, then, that the Advance-
ed Air Echelon of the Group made its trip overseas in an arderly,
safe, and thoroughly agreeable manner.

A total of five hundred and twenty officers and enlise
ted men made up the advance, main and rear air echelons, transe
ported quickly and efficiently by plames of the 320th Troop Care

rier Squadron,




Meanwhile, aircraft 9009 proceeded on the next leg of
the journsy at 0800 on 17 May 1945 and arrived at Johnston Island
at 1115, Servicing of the aircraft consumed about an howr, during
which time the pasaengers and crew ate lunch. Again taking off at
1230, aircraft 9009 set down at Ewajelein about five hours later,
The passengers and crew rested.

Flying from EKwajelein at 0200, 18 May 1945, the party
sighted its overseas home at 0810, The size of the island of Tine
ian plus growing vegetation and projected housing gave a feeling
of satisfaction to those making their initial tour overseas, while
to those making their second tour, it looked like the Garden of
Paradise --- after experiencing England, North Africs, Italy and
the Southwest Pacific Islands,

Back on Qahu, plane 9019 was finally reedied for flight.
The party left Hickam Field, Monday evening at 1810, 21 May 1945,
and proceeded to Johnston Islgnd, arriving there about three hém'a
laters The party ate a wholesome meel while the plane was being
refueled, Taking off fram Johnston Island two hours after it had




While many of the lst Ordnance Squadron personnel were
8till undergoing an intense schedule of training at Wendover ?131&,

Utah, movement to the overseas destination already had begune Three

officers and seventy enlisted men left Wendover Field for the Seattle

Port of Embarkation on 4 June 1945, and thence to APO 247 on 15 June
19132/ During the seme period six officers and fifty-six enlisted
men departed by air on 5, 6, and 7 June 19&%%/ One officer and
forty-six enlisted men comprised the second airborne contingent
which departed Wendover Field on 16 and 17 June 1945,

As the remainder of the personnel of the lst Ordnance
Squadron completed their required training, they were dispatched a
few at a time to overseas distination with flights of the 320th

Troop Carrier Squadron,

390 Se0e mgg Qe Wendover Fieﬁ, Utah, 2 June 19&50
40, 880. #153, HQ., Wemdover Field, Utah, 2 June 1945.
4l. 8.0. #165, Hq., Wendover Field, Utah, 14 June 1945.
2. AAF Form #1, Operations 320th Troop Carrier Squadron.




OVERSEAS

Thus, although it can be: said that the month of May 1945
sew the arrival of the greater part of the 509th Composite Group at
its overseas destipation, it is equally important to note that fram:
the first of June until the first week in August, 1945, both individ-
uals and equipment arrived almost every week from the states either
by G-54 or B-29e

The perscnnel problems thus occasioned, while perhaps less
impressive than the logistical, were almost as diffioult, The
ground echelon rarely was able to foresee, for instance, when an air
movement of any aquadron would be completeds It was sometimea slow
or too premature, a&s a result, in t_:ansferring new aerrivals fram air
to ground echelon, MNoraning reports were corrected when the necessary
information was £inally obtaineds The cause of this difficulty wes:
slowneas of commmnications brought about by Air Foroe policy of not
using telecon for tranamittel of sueh information.

of equal difficulty was the personnel problem with refer-
ence to the 320th Troop Carrier Squedrone Since the bulk of the late-

ter's personnel have remained at the Group's *home base®, Wendover
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Field, the morning report of the 320th was never released from the
states, and changes in rank and total strength of its personnel were
sometimes only verhally delivered.

Again, in June 1945, the unique character of the 509th
lCOmposite Croup menifested itself in matters of personnel. In
J‘uné 1945, the lst Technical Service Detachment, War Depertment
Miscellaneous Group became attached to the 509th Composite Groupe
This technical service detachment had been activated for the pure
pose of administmring a variety of scientists, secwrity officers
and Naval personnel needed in the Atomic Romb project. Among
these personnel were physicans whose assignment was to examine
the ph\&siological effects of the Atomic Bomb upon crew members and
the enemy. There were Navy officers who aided in designing the
bomb, counter-intelligence officers, fuze experts, radar speciale
ists and, of course same of the vast number of scientists who cone-
tributed so handsomely to the development and perfection of the
Atomic Bomb and of Atomic Bombinge

Complex though the 509th Composite Group by this time had

L3+ Roster of l1st Technical Service Detachment, 11 August 19,5
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become, an annual inspection (on or about 23 July 1945) conducted by
the Twentieth Air Force Air Inspector revealed that the squadron
average in administration was excellent and Group Headquarters sup=-
erior, withk verbal recommendation by LIEUTENANT COLONEL YOUNT of
the Twentieth Air Force that the Group Sergsant Major's Distribution
Sections be copied by the entire Wing. Too, he considered the seve
eral funds that he inspected to be efficiently handled.

In recognition of the admirable manner in which 509th
personnel had executed their duties, an enlisted promotion policy
created at Wendover Field was amplified overseas to permit each
Squadron to submit by the twenty-fifth day of each month the nemes
of a given percentage of its personnel far promotion. These lists
of candidates for promotion were then checked 1ty Group Headquarters
and promulgated as of the first day of each month, As for officers!'
promotions, it was the responsibility Qf‘ the Squadron Commander to
initiate the request, An average of sbout seventy-five enlisted
men and an average of about six officers were promoted each month

under this policy.

L4, Inspection Reports, Hq., 509th Composite Group, July 1945,

M
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SUPPLY, MAINTENANCE AND FACILITIES

CHAPTER IV

That part of supply which meets the eye is a rather
simple: affeir; a man or an organization is in need of authorie
zed property of ome sort of anotherj he goes to the supply office,
presents his requisition, is issued materiel, and signs far ite
But behind that issue is a maze of channels, a muliitude of plans,.
and a mireacle of coordination, without all of which supplies do
not arrive in required quantities and in time of need. s Supply
is a function which, if jnproperly and inadequately executed, mey
lose a ware

Whether one considers supply from its broadest aspects
~-— supply pertaining to a war in toto, or simply to an individ-
uval group, the one is as vital as the others

The Supply and Maintenance Section of the 509th Composite
Group was organized in a manner similar in function to the *State~
gide® Director of Supply and Maintenance of each Army Air Force

Pasee. A4ll supply activities for the Group were orgenized under

5. Commend Book, 509th Composite Group, 15 January 1945.
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the Group Supply Officer, MAJOR GUY GELLER, who was desigpated
also as Commanding Officer of the 1027th Air Materiel Squadroﬁ%/
The supply sections of each of the other squadrons were consol=-
idated with the 1027th Air Materiel Squadron for operation.
This consolideted supply handled all supply matters pertaining to
the Groupe.

A similar consolidation was effected for the Transportas
tion activities, a Group Transportation Sectio:n being organized.
Since no mobile equipment belonging fo the Group was accessible
at this time, the Wendover Base Motor Pool was: operated by both
Group and Base Transportation person.nel.‘

The 393rd Bombardment Squadron (VH) had been destined
for overseas with another Group before being assigned to the 509th
composife Grou%?/ As a result, it presented little or no problem
of supply, the bulk of its equipment having already been sent to
docks at the Port of Embarkatione

The lst Ordnance Squadron, Special, (Aviation), likewise

presented an excéption to the general run of supply problems.

78+ 5.0, #352, Hae, Wendover Field, Utah, 17 December 19k
47 Command Book, 509th Composite Group, 15 January 1945
48+ Reference made to Chapter I, Activation.
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Much intricate and top secret equipment was authorized, and pere
sons of high authority were consulted as to what equipment was
needed, Too, since this unit was activated at a late date, the
Group Supply Section did not regquisition all shortages of equipment
as it did for the other units, The Wendover Base and the lst
(rdnance Squadron worked more closely in this case. In some
instancea, equipment and facilities were improvised to meet an
exigencye

Thus, the problem of initial supply was accomplished
for the 509th Composite Group with exceptional efficiencye.

But, once Supply has furnished materiel, its work has
only begune After issuance, many types of property obviously mmst
be *kept upf?, This work of maintenance for the Group was perform-
ed by the 393£'d Bombardment Squedron (VH), the 320th Troop Carrier
Squadron, and the 603rd Air Engineering Squadron. The maintenance
section of the 393rd Bombardment Squadron (VH) was headed by Captain
CECIL N. KING, Lieutenant CARL M. GARNER, and Lisutenant IRVINE
D. W&%/ They were responsible for all first and second echelon

5/

meintenance of the seventeen B-29 aircraft assigned o the Groupe

L9. Roster of Officers, Hqe., 509th Composite Group, 31 March 1945.
50. Command Book, 509th Composite Group, 15 January 1945
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When the work load became heavy, Wendover Base personnel would
assist in the maintenance of the planes. |

One of the first projects undertaken by this mainten-
ance section was the stripping of the aireraft. Since they were
to be the Group's fly-away airplanes, and since the mission which
the Group was to perform specified B-29's without turrets and
blisters, it was necessary to remove these items and install
plates over the wells. The 603rd Air Engineering Squedron assist-
ed in the accomplishment of this worke. Thus modified, the air-
craft now were capable of increased speed in operation at very
high altitudese

Just before movement from the states, the 393rd Bomb-
ardment Squadron Maintenance Section was augmented with approxie
mately forty mechenics. During the tréining period, the mainten-
ance record of this section, according to Second Air Force stand-
ards, was excellent. No major or minor accidents --- the highest
type of evidence of the fact =~- occurred to Squadron airceraftis.
During the Cuba training, maintenance again proved to be excellent

and, according to COLONEL TIBBETS, Commending Officer of the Group,

5T, S.0. #25s HQes HOJth Composite Group, 5 March 1945.
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it was far superiar to that of other units operating in the area.

In February it was decided by higher authority that the
Group would be furnished new airplanes. These were to have fuel
injection engines, Curtis electriec revefsible pitch propellers,
pneumatic bomb bay doors, engine mounted front collector rings.}
and other smaller mechanical imprbvementg%/ This meant eddition=
al schooling for the maintenance personnel. Accordingly they
attended special classes of instmuction at the Wendover Base and
at schools elsewhere,

Crew Chief Maintenance, an arrangement under which spec-
ified iﬁdividuals about 10 to 15 in numbser are assigned to the
task of maintaining particuler aircraft, was employed by this main-
temance sections The personnel were exceptionally well-trained
upon leeving the states.

The Maintenance Section of the 320th Troop Cerrier
Sqm&m was headed by LIEUTENANT RICHARD B, SMITH AND WARRANT
OFFICER CIARKE C. MA&'HIS(/)N. Iater CAFTAIN MATHEW H. CANJAR suc=

ceeded LIEUTENANT SMITH., This section was responsible for first

52. Statamént by Majer Porter, Director of Supply and Maintenance.
53, Roster of Officers, Hq., 509th Composite Group, 31 July 1945
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and second echelon maintenance on transport planes assigned to the
Group; however, these were later replaced with three C=54's.

During the greater part of that period of time previous
to overseas movement, this section maintained three G-5h and four
-7 aircraft. The maintenance record for this unit was excellent;
no accidents occwrrede. |

Just before oversees movement, the four C-47 aireraft
@e taken over by the Wendover Base, and two additional C=5i aire
craft beceme the responsibility of this sectione Thus, upon de-
parture from the states, the 320th Troop Carrier Squadron Meinten=
ance Section had obteined a wealth of training and experience, en~
abling them to perform their work in an exceptionally efficient
manner. '

" CAPTAIN EARL O. CASEY was designated Commanding Officer

of the 603rd Air Engineering Squedron, with LIEUTENANT ARTHUR C.
BARNEY, LEEUTENANT ROBERT D, WILLIS, and WARRANT OFFICER JOSEFH L.
FILICHIA as assistant engineering officer. This unit had the re=-

sponsibility of perfaorming third echelon maintenance on all Group

54e Statement by Major Porter, Director of Supply end Maintenance.
55+ S.0. #352, Hges Wendover Field, Utah, 17 December 19446
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aircraft, Personnel were taken largely from the Wendover Base
Third Echelon Shops and were well trained from the starte

In addition to its primary duties, this unit asésisted
the other two maintenance units in first and second echelon maine
tenance whenever the workload in the latter two required addition-
al hands., When the time arrived for overseas movement, the 603rd
Air Engineering Squadrcn Maintenance Section was exceptionally
woll fitted to perform its work overseas,

The ingenuity of the Micm soldier is now legendarye .
When the 509th Composite Group arrived overseas, latent "Rube
Goldbergs" sprang up as necessity presseds Make-shift office
equipment and supplies were fashioned until régular supply chane
nels began functioning. Appetites of clerks and typists began to
look like appetites of mechanics and craftsmen, Numerous hams and
other foodstuffs were consumed by these men as they built shelves,
file cases, footlockers, tables and desks, It was not unusual for
helpful LIEUTENANT CHARIES PERRY, Group Mess Officer, to dispose of

mess supplies so that boxes could be used for file case drawers
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e
end storage. Ironically, Armour, Swift, and Cudahy often got to~
gether in one file case -~~- probably for the first time in their
corporate lives,

In the 509th Composite Group's new setting as a part of
the 313th Bombardment Wing and the XXI Bomber COnmamlLf/it became
necessary, as might be expected, to effect several changes in the
organization of Supply and Maintenance, All maintenance personnel
assigned to the 393rd Bombardment Squadron (VH) were organized into
a Combat Line Maintenance section, which followed closely the teche
nique of the Prodnction Iine Mapintenance of Stateside base%?/

Produstion 1ine Mmintenance (or Combet Iine Maintemance)
is an arrangement under which a small number of men =e- usually 4
to 7 =-« are assigned to maintain a particular aircraft. In addite
ion to these men, "specialists® from a central pool, Service
Center, are called upon when needed to perform their particular
type of work on any aircraftvwhich requireﬁ it. It is a system
which is especially advantageous when qualified personnel are not

available in numbers required under the Crew Chief Maintenance

6. G.0. #75, XXI Bomber Commend, 1 May 1945.
57« Statement hy Major Porter, Director of Supply and Maintenance.
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system. Although lacking somewhat in the sense of a personal
bond between ground crew and air crew, Production Line Meinten=
ance (or Combat Line ﬁaintenance) has the advantage of utilizing
available manpower to the utmoste.

Thus reconstituted, the 393rd Bombardment Squedron (VH)
Maintenance Section became regponsible for first and second ech-
elon maintenance of all 509th Aircraft,

lLikewise, the 603rd Air Engineering Squadron Mainten-
ance Section underwent a similar ;t‘eorganization. being sent to
work in the two Service Centers (*C* and *D*) of the 313th Wing.
There it assisted in specialized maintenance of aircraft «-=
third echelon maintenance --- belonging to other Groups, as well
as the 509th, operating from Tinien.

And as for the 320th Troop Carrier Squadron Maintenance
Section, the situation was even more complex. Of that Squadron's
maintenance personnel, herdly more than a dozen were on Tinian at
any one time. The bulk of the Maintenance Section were needed

58/

more, and therefore remained, at the Group's *home base®, Wendover

T8, Statement by Captain Cecil King, Aircraft Maintenance officer,
393rd Bombardment Squedron (VH).




Pield, Utah, Those who came to Pinian worked alongside the 313th
Wing Flight Sectione When Group O-5)4's arrived on Tinian in need
of maintenance, these men performed the requisite work and were
assisted therein by 313th Wing Flight Section perscnnel. In turn-
about fashion, 320th Troop Carrier Sguadron Maintenance personnel
assisted the 313th Wing Flight Sectim in the maintenance of the
Jatterts thirty-odd aircrafte.

Reorganization of the Croup Supply Section also was eff~
ected to function in accordance with 313th Wing standard operating
procedure. 509th Supply personnel of the 390th Air Service Group

‘wepe assigned appropriate duties in the Service Centers. 4ll squad-
ron supply activities were gathered into & reconstituted Group
Supply Sectian, individual supply rooms being eliminateds Function-
ing as liaison between the Service Cent;:rs and the *consumer®, it
has, in a very efficient manner, managed all supply matters pertain-
ing to the Groupe

Consolidation, it has been learmed, is a by~-word in over-

seas operations., It means the elimination of much *red tape®, it
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results in less duplication of effort, eand it realizes fuller
utilization 8f time --= considerations obviously of great import-
ance in an overseas theater of operation. Had the 509th Composite
Group known that ultimately it was to become a part of the 313th
Bombardment Wing, perhaps it could have anticipated these changes
in the organization of supply and maintenance more fullg%/ Howe
ever, it did not know, for its overseas base of operation was not
finally determined by higher authority until the last moment =--
due, obviopsly. to the peculiar nature of the Group's mission.
This resulting reorganization occasioned by the Group's
assigrment to the 313th Bombardment Wing entailed in and of it-
self no great problems. The only difficulty encountered was re-
sidual -—- that of housing the persoﬁnel and equipment affected
by the change. As for these people, it was most desirable that
they be housed in close proximity to their work, lest they- consume
too much tinie enroute to and from their places of duty. Thus, the
603rd Air Engineering Squadron and the 1027th Air Material Sq6ua.;/i-

ron were housed in a different area than the rest of the Gl:'ou-f:

59, Opinions of Major John Forter, Director of Supply and Maintenances

60 Iocator Map, Exhibit Number 1.
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Likewise, it was necesssry to operate Combat Line Maine
tenance in a temporary area in the beginning, since the permanent
Group maintenance site was still under construction. One small
building in this temporary area was used as the Combat Line Maine

tenance and Technical Supply Office. 8quad tents were pitched for
61 /

uge by the several shopé and for use in housing equipment:.'

With a firm foot again on the ground, Supply and Main-
tenance was now in a better position to devote a greater part of
its efforts to its regular worke Pursuing the important job at
hand, all personnel were busy during the first part of June un-~
loading Group equipment from ships. The *Cape Victory* was re-,
lieved of her burden first, All available Group personnel accom=-
plished the job by 5 June 1945.

Five days later the *Emile Berlinger® docked., Five days
were consumed in unloading her cargo --= the bulk of the Group's
organizational equipment. large Quonset hutg?-{now occupied by the

lst Ordnance Squadron) were utilized as storage warehouses for this

material, and 'items needed for immediate use were issued therefrom.

61, Reference is made to locator Map, Exhibit Number 1,
62. Reference is made to photographs of lst Ordnance Areae

ssik
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11 June 1945 was an sspecially busy day for the 509th
Composite Groupe The complete organization, with the exception |
of the 603rd Engineering Squadron and the 1027th Air Material
Squadron, moved to the 18th N,C.B. Arei ~==~ the first time since
arrival on Tinien that the Group actually looked like a Group.
Scouting supplymen irmediately discovered a large empty warehouse
(used formerly by the Sea~Bees) in the new area and put it to use
as a Group Supply headquarters.

Again the Group’s property was trensferred --- this
time from the lst Ordnance Area to the new location. This move
was supervised by ILIEUTENANTS CHRISTENSEN and IDCCIGN%'/ The
603rd Air Engineering Squadron and the 1027th Air Materiel Squade
ron, in the meantime, had became fairly settled; accordingly, they
moved properfy belonging to them to their respective areas,

The Group Transportation Section, having been consoli=
dated in the states, presented no problem since arrival overseas.
Vhen the move was made into the 18th N,.C.B. Area, the Group Transe

portation Section carried on its duties in an uninterrupted manner.

%3. Reference is made to locator map, Exhibit Number le
64 Group Supply Officers.
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taking over tﬁe motor pool and the motor pool maintenance shops
already set up there., Since all the Group vehicles were in A=l
condition when shipped from the states, no motar vehicle mainten-
ance problems of any consequence were encountered.

.In addition. to the Group's moving on 11 June 1945, the
Supply and Maintenance personnel were further occupied bty readon
of the fact that the first three of the Group's B-twenty-nines
arrived on Tinien that daye. These were followed by the arrival
of two more on 13 June 1945, four on 16 June 1945, and two on 27
June 1945 ~== & total of eleven B=29's during the montg.

The Maintenance Section had plenty to do. ®Schedule
Inspection® -« one of the Group's 5specialized' units under the
Combat Iine Maintenance organization =-- pegen immediately to
conduct one-hundred-hour inspections required after an overseas
flight on each of the eleven aircrafte Other sundry maintenance
work served to give all the Marintenance Section personnel the
wfeel* of their work for the first time since leaving the states,

and the emd of June saw all Maintenance personnel eager to execute

5+ AAF Form 1's, Group Operations, 11 June 1945.



their all-important duties.

During the month of July 1945 the 509th Composite Group
began tactical operations in the theatei. The first part of the
month was entirely takem up by training schedules required before
sending combat crews against the enemy. Supply and Maintenance
encountered no major problems during this period; most equipment
was in good condition and most supplies were intact upon arrival
in the theaters

Notwithstanding, there seemed never to be a dull moment
in Supply =-« overseas, at any rate, After living comfartably in
the 18th N.C.B. Area for a little less than a month, the Group
again pulled up. stakes and, on 8 July 1945, moved to the 13th N.C.%‘%/
Area, Major John W. Porter, Director of Supply and Maintenance,
after inspecting the new area which was to be the Group's per-
manent home overseas, had but one statement to make; *God Bless
the Sea~Bees.*

In taking over the l3th N.C.B. Area, the Group acquired

eighty-nine Quonset huts, a consolidated mess hall, a large ware=-

T8, Operations Order No. 1, 29 June 1945, Exhibit Number 2.
67. Reference is made to locator map, Exhibit Number 1,



house adjoining which is a sizeable fenced in aree, eand suifﬁo-
ient latrine,, shomr..and water facilities to acemodate the
Groups An aitractive Hesdguarters prea of @uonset huts arranged
in a unigne and symetrical fashion furnishes the Group with a
pleasant a8 well us edeguete area in which to work, A ciapel,
modest end simple, is centrelly locsted for the convenience of
au. &n open a-:_lr _thoa_ter which has been. named *Rumpkin phyhaua%/
is aveilable with & seating eapacity of spproximstely 1000 persons,
aufficient to ecare for the showsgoing persommel of the Group

with the idea of pemanency in mind, Group fhpp]J maved
ita: property into the new Gmxsz: Supply Wrehouse area, checked and
arranged all items in such & way as. to facilitate the taicding of
yegular physical inventories,
. July ws & busy month for aizereft maintensnce men,
even though thers were no major meintenance problmse Sinoe
most o'fA _th}e"}niwa:’aipnrs :f_lqm were treining missions, no airereft
sustained any battle damages

mring the month, the permanent msintenance area was

68 FmEeference made to Exhibit Noe 3
69 oOperations orders Nos. 1 through 22



completed and turned over to the Groupe It inciuded hardstands,
texi strips end twelve Quonset huts, The entire maintenance Secte
jone including Pechnical Sapply, began the work of moving all
shops and eguipment to this peixmanent &zﬂ: | The twelve Quonset
mts were found to be sufficient only for the housing of the
shopss It therefore became necessary to set up part of the Combat:
Iire l@mintenance SBQtion in sgnad tents. !fhese tenta were ugod
wholly for the protection of equipment ==« not a8 wolk shops,

By the end of the month the Group Mxintenance Section
canpleted all the work of moving and setting up facilities, in
addition to the routine and preventative maintenance reguired
to be done on the thirteen airplenes in the theater at this times

The Group: Motor Pool and Motor Pool Maintenance Shops
also were moved into the new area and sontinued the consoclideted.
gx_etl_xpdbqf opemtj.on. y 4} mte t_::an,qpo;-tgtion_ shortage «== brought
stiont by the Group's now full seale program of opermtions --- wes

slleviated by the orgenization of bus lines to the various aress

70 meference made to locator Map




where @roup personnel were employeds However it was atill nec=

essary to minta;n & close watch on the distribhution and eassigne
ment of vehicles,

Since the 603rd Air Engineering Squadron and the 1027th
Air materiel Squadron were to continue working in the Service
centers, they remeined in their asaigned areas and made necessalry

errangements. for pemanent quarters there,
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TRAINING
CHAFTER ¥
Probabily in no other of its aspects: is the 509th Compe

osite Group's: distinct character more apparent tham im its initial
atatus of trainings It has been noted that in many ins.tancea
camplete deper@mu were lifted fram the Base Unit and placed bodily
into the Group, pared off here, or perhaps augnert ed there em=e
tailar made to £it into their new roles,

~ ‘the 393rd Bumbarduents Squadron‘s assigment to the
Group is & case in. poj.nt. om 10 September 1944, the Sguadron, at
current atrenath of 700 pecple, with individual and oxsgnintiognl
e(mj.tépant.ﬂ we tmnremd from Mynont Amy.nr Feld, Gema..
Nebraska, to Wendover Amy Kir Bmss, Wndover, Utahe The 393md
Bﬂnlit;ﬁunt Squadron was. to be the‘fl‘irat to fly‘ a 29 fram
pnd.ove:; Ay nr Buse, n_am the unit a_rrived. no p=29'a had
ever abt'dmaﬂ on the fielde In the absence of the necessary
aim-a%rt. then, flying treining ceaged for the time, , -
| am %o ovemait status of tretuing scoumplished wp to
the date of novenent of the Spisdron, an iuventory ms takens
Tt was immediately recognized that further tmdning would have

4
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to iae carried on within the Squadron by Squadron instructors
because of the fact Wendover Field had no satisfactory training
department for Very Heavy Bomberdment Groups. CAPTAIN BUSCHER
was sent to Second Air Force Headquarters to obtain the lateat
information an B-29 training, and from there went to Fairmont
Atmy Air Field to obtain all the data on training accomplished
there bty the Squadron,

On the basis of this information, a ground schoal
schedule was planned, Classes commenced early in October of
194k, and by the end of the month approximately 73% of this
schooling had been accomplishezz:/ Flying training was of necessity
limited by the number of B-29's, available to the Sguadron, With
the arrival of the B-29's, flying training was acheduled and re-
sumed in the last two weeks of October, major emphasis being
ﬁlacod on high altitude bombing, navigetion, and instrument |

73/ :
flying.
In November of 194); the primary mission of the Squad-

roﬁ continued to be training of Very Heavy Combet Crews, Technical

72+ Second Air Force, Crew Progress Chart, Technical Training,
(VH) 393rd Bomb Squadron,

73+ Operational Treining Report, 393rd Bomberdment Squadron,
(VH) 29 October 1944,

—
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training was approximately 89¢ completed by the end of the
month. Flying training begen to present a fevorable appearance;
approximately 51£ of tl® three phaae{misdona completed; the
ccmpanion trainer missions completed; 73% of bombing requirements
met; 51g of navigation requirements finished; end 100% of. instrue
ment checks accamplished, Thus in Iecember of 1944, when the
Sguadron was: rolieted from its assignment to: the 50&th}mbu&smt
Group and wes mede a part of the 509th Camposite Group, training
was substentially mplotodf Now the Sgnadron wes remdy to begin
the importﬁnt Job at hand S silver phte Prodeat Training,

o7 Jamuary 19454 en advance party of aix officerm
and tunt y-nix enliated men of the 393.:'& Balbwdmmt Sguadron,
tvo‘gheﬁh_g_rﬂ ﬁ.th othe: porqqnnol o; the GIoup,. left Wgndave: for
teaporery Guty st petisia Fleld, Qube. This was the begimning
of a period of extensive training which was: to last until the
end of jpbxqg;y. By the Mth of Jnma‘;'y,; ten B29's with combet
and groundcrem were at the new base, ready for specialized
treining operatiaonse

The treining in (uba was both cumprehensive and

particular,

7h. Grew. Frogress Chart Tech. ™ge. (VH) 3931‘& Bamb Sq,. WAF, Uteh

75 Grew Frogress ghart Teche Tnge (VH) 393rd Bomdb Sqe WAAF, Utah

76 Grew Progréss (hait Teche Tnge (VH) 393rd Bomd Sqe WMAF, Utz
S0 #6, HgPe Wemiover Mield, Utahe dd 6 June 1945
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fhis training was. divided into two parts, '!h first
part consisted of Redsr bambing from altitudes of 20,000 to
304000 feet, Guunery m‘umm‘pnct;oked in these flidlt'l.'
Briefing ms kald ab 0600. td:o-oft ascheduled far before 08GO,
end lending &t approxinately 1wo. /

The seconi part was & simulated ccmbat mission, with
fonll brieﬁng end & simulated enemy tlrzat‘ A% a joint ‘tlff
nootiu. tho dny purim te tho ml.ua.ona. dno ennlidmtiu .

g&m to the course to, over, and Mu'n:lng .tm. the tu:got. ’
enemy situstion and caabilities, the target 1tssl?, commalcaticus,
operationsl data, westher, and, in fasty all other infometicn
Dedessary to make the mission both plausible and susesafuls
Theso missions were described by the erews who participated as
interesting and profitable and helped to stimlste & training
schedule that by this tine bed besn draw out fax beyend momsl
duretions Trom the 15th to the 31st of Jumuary, the erews
avorsged 42 flying hours in training missions,

S 111 nnt -all :ln nmry. 'me nuunry adaitionl
orews: were blended into the training programe and the close of
the month found the task substantially campleted, The average

w——
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number of simmlated combat missiems flown was approXimately 3 1/3¢
The awersage time fleown by esah crew for the pericd of temporsry
duty at Quba was 66 howrs,

Parsennsl who-hed deen smbjected to this intense and em-
longated progrem of tWraining deserved & rest. During the greater
part. of Maroh and April, tle Group persennel, especially camdet crew-
man, ware given leavwes amd furleughSe

Ry the emd of May, the 393rd Sguedren had nine new modis
fied B29's, eeeh heving been flown by one of the Squadren®s arews
from Gmahe, Nebresim to Wemdover Field, Utahs Then began the cuse
tememy. ecceptance checks and shakedown missions before leavitg the
states. Each aircraft put in fiem 25 to 40 heours flying time dur-
ing these missiens, which consisted W8 bombing, celibration ef in-
struments, add oruise centrol practices

The first of the fifteen crews ww—: hose of 1Lt. Westover,
Lte MeKnight, and Capte Wilscn —e- departed frem Wendover on 5 June
19u3'j A goed pertien of 8quaaron persoanal. were down on the Yemp
to wateh the take-off. The ‘cembat persenncl were on their wey.

*®

784 AAF Form 1, June 1945, 393rd Bombardment Squadron Operationse
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Three days later the crews of Captain Price and
Captain Eatherly departed; in another three days Captain Bock,
Captein Taylor, Captain Marquardt and Lte Devore and their crews
took offe Lite Cole Classen left on 19 June (Lt Smith's crew),
followed on the 22nd by Mmjor Sweeney (Lt. Albury's crewy,
Captain lewis and Lte Ray quit Wendover on the 27th, bringing
the total number of crews emroute overseas to thirteem and
leaving two at Wen&over%z/Captain Zehn and Captain Costello's
who at this time had not yet received their planes from Ombhe.

Upon arrival at Tiniang all combat crew personnel were
obliged to spend seven days in the Wing lead Crew Ground Schoo-i%cy
Subjects in which the men were indoctrinated included the follow-
ing: Theater history, Air Sea 'Rescne, Ditching and Bail-outs,
Surﬁval,, Japanese people, Radar Bombing Methods, Wing and AAF
regulations, Weather, Cruise Control, Emergency Procedures,
Camera Operation, Dinghy Drill, and other classes bearing

directly on combat operations,

79. AAF Form #l, June 1945, 393rd Squadron Operations
80, 313th Wing Training Program for Indoctrination
of 509th Composite Group, 23 June 1945
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Required training missions in the 313th wing were as
follows; & four and a half (44) hour Instrument Calibration end
orientation flight; an}’ eight (8) hour flight (navigational) to
Iwo Jima, returning to Rota for bombing (4-1000 lb, H.E.); & two
(2) hour local night mission; two (2) four (4) hour radsr and |
visual bambing missions on Rota (8-500 lb. H,E,); and & shake
down bambing mission on Truk (with 81000 lbe HeEe)e

on 30 June, the first Group overseas training mission
was flown; Instrument Calibration and Orientatione Nine air-
craft were airborne, after a briefing at 0430, with take-off at
0700, and landing at approximately 1200, The first two hours
were spent in instrument calibratiom and the remaining three in
a look at the Islands composing the Mariana Group by way of
Farallon de Medinilla and return.

82/

on 1 July, training mission #2 was flowny Nine (9) air-
craft were scheduled and campleted the mission &srbriered to Iwo
Jima and thence to Rota to @rop two 1000 lb. H. E. fram 25,000 ft.

8ix (6) of the bambs were dropped by radar, twelve (12) visually,

81. Reference made to Rxhibit Number L, Operations Order No. le
82, Reference made to Exhibit Number 4, Operations Order No. 2.



with excellent results, Crews participating were Capt. Wilson,
Lt. McKnight, Lt. Westover, Capt. Price, Capt. Eatherly, Lt. De=-
vore, Capte Bock, Capt. Marquardt, and Capt. Taylor.

Briefings for these missions, and all subsequent missions

were held in the theater, with interrogatioms in the Intelligence

Ioungee 8

Praining mission #3 was flown on 3 July, nine (9) aire
craft perticipating, with take-off at 1230 and ETA of 1630, was
a bombing practice on Rota. ‘Fifty-:four (54) bombs were cerried,
forty-six (46) dropped on Rota, seven (7) salvoed, and one(l)
hung up and was later pried loose. Victor #2 refturned early with
high oil temperature on engine #l. Resulis were good to excellent.

Training mission #i, 4 ml;?, with the same nine (9) crews
flying, was a repeat bombing of Rota. Fifty-two (52) bombs were
released on the target, two (2) were jettisioned because of a
shackle malfunction., Results were good to excellent.

Training mission #5 was run on 5 J’ulg with nine (9) crews

scheduled, five (5) scratched and four (4) flying, completing the

83. Reference made to Exhibit Number l, Operations Qrder Nos. 5.
8le ] " " " " " " " " b

85.‘ [ [ [ ] [ ] n n [ [ ] [ ] 7.
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missions Capte. Bock, Capte Wilson; Lt, Westover, and Lt. McKnight.
Bomb load was six (6) 1000 1b G.P.'s; briefing at 1530, takeoff at
1800, and ETA of 2400, The target was Moen (N) airfield in the
Truk Islands. All four (4) aircraft bombed by radar fram 25,000
feet through cloud coverage ranging from 1/10th to 8/19ths, with
unobserved resulis, No fighters were encountered, and only three
(3) bursts of A. A. were reported.

Then came a flurry of excitement, the Sguadron was about
to fly combat missions, which accounted for the scratching‘ of five
(5) planes 01816 a training mission #5. The target was both runweys on
Marcus Island.f Briefing was at 0530, take-off at 0800, and ETA |
at 1500, the é6th of July, bamb load was 20-500 lb G.P., altitude was
20,000 and 20,500 feet. Capte Taylor, Capt. Marquardt, and Lt. De=
vore bombed the 112° runway. Results were good to excellent, with
ninety eight (98) bombs hitting Marcus, onme (1) salvoed and one (1)
hung upe No enemy aircraft were encountered, and flak amounted to
several inaccurate burstse. All crews commented on the difficulties

in docating the target, and the excellent navigation exhibited

)

Lo

A

86. Reference made to Exhibit Number 4, Operations order No. 8.
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On the 7th the same mission was flown to mroug%/by Capt.
Wilson, Lt. Westover, Capte Taylor, Capte Bock and Lt. Devore, with
good results to excellents On the St%?/again, Capte. Eatherly, Lte.
Mcmight. Capte Marquardt, Capt. Price, and Cgpto Bock bombed Mere
cus with the same results, good‘to excellent. Lt. McKnight, Lt.
Wendover, Capt. Wilson, Lt. Devore, and Capte Taylor bombed Marcus
again on the 9th, this time with delayed action 500 1b G.P. bombs,
with the usual fusings. Four (4) planes bombed ty radar in this
mission, with unobserved results, the fifth having excellent results
visually.

Then followed a series of bombing practice missions on
Rote and Guguan, interspersed with the usual orientafion and traine
ing missioﬁs for the other crews who had finished ground school in
the meantime.

July 21lst saw Lt. Ray and Capt. Lewis fly the Marcus mise
siog%/ which was now only a training mission, mmch to the disgust of
the crews. Both plenes bombed visually from 25,000 feet pressure,
with good to excellent results, through 5/10 to 8/10 cumulus over

the targete.

87. Reference made to Exhibit #4, Operations Qrder No. Je
88, " ] ¥ 0 | g " ] . 10,
89. L] L] . o L . L] . 11,
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By this time, combat strikes against the Japanese Hame-
land had gotten under way. Training assumed a place of secondary
importance, but continued, nevertheless, throughout the Group's
period of overseas operations in the form of practice bombing mis-
sions to the several unoccupied islands north of Tinien used for

that purpose..



Chapter VI

once the amooth silver P=29's hed arrived at Tinian,
 curiosity comcerning the mission of the 509th manifested itselft
within the other outfits stationed on the :I.e_land, in the fom
of whispmd speculation. Distimective insignia, an encircled
black arrow, identified the aircmaft as those of the 509th.v :

Group Qperetions received orders directing it to carxy
out the firet tmxining mission on 30 June 1913%/ The results of
nearly two=gcore ‘tmining missions, including those flown sgain-
st Marcus Jsland, testified unoquivocally to the adeguacy of the
crew's Stateside trainings Accordingly, the time had cams to
test their mettle in a fullescale strike against the Jupanecae
hamelands

*Freg Plans® 1 through 14 had, in the meantime, been
received by Group fntelligence fram XXI Bumber Command, Msch of
these fourteen plans prescribed a pinepoint target =~ usually
a stxagetic 119:ﬂnstr.v located in or near a town of medium size

and population, LIEUTENANT COLONEL BAYETTE essigned specific

90, Reference is made to insignia chart. Zxhibit #5.

91, HReference is made to Operations Order #l. Exhibit #l.
92, AAF tem for *tentative plan of operations®. ‘
93, HRefersncs is made to Freg plans 1 to lh. XExhibit #6.
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freg plens pro rata to the seveml J:ptemgonoe orficez's, This
wes not only the wise but also the necessary thing to.do. in viey
of the fact thaf to each target wes assigned a single, and later,
two aircraft. The unique litudtion thus confronting Intelligence
was met in the fonqwing manner; Target ‘study classes were pree
~ pared and scheduled, et which times the crews concerned wers made
thoroughly fn:l.li_n_r with their gnaigued targets and were given
all infomation aveilable whigh. in the opinions of the Intelli=
gence (fficers, end the Staff, would aid the crews in succesafully
completing their misaj;;na.

on 19 Nly 1945 paregreph 2 of Fleld order 104 announce
ed "313th W will Atk Empire Tergets with 10 A/C of the 509th Gp
on ‘Dt wzy Target study classes were egein. conducteds Imst-
minute @:stim of the cremumen were anawereds special briefings
were held by the sbtf:. At the general briefing, COLONEL TIBERES
wished the crews well, mim_ipd th@ that the eyes: of the 313th
Wing wers upon them, Hehour, 0200, 20 July 1945, sew the first
509th sirczaft airtiorne enroute to the Jupenese homelande

9%, meference is made to Fleld Oorder #104, EBxhibdbit #7.




If one had‘tekon the cpportunity to make a last mimte
mn down to the ®line* to wish the ten crews Godspeed, he probably
" would have been uahered to the open banbebay by one of the proud
crewnen and invited to affix his name or scme other ihscription to
the pumpkin~colored, pumpkin-shaped bamb which was to be dropped
into the heart of same Japanese vital military installation eight
or nine hours later,

on the afternoon ;af 20 July 1945 all ten aircraft returne
ed to their hame base, Five had bambed their primary targets:
three visually and two by redar, Xour dropped their bambs on secon=
dory targets =-« targets of opportunity =-~ by means of radars The
tenth eircraft was forced to Jei_;tiaon its bamb at sea enrcute to the
target due to an engine failure, The results. of the mission were
officially reported, *mir to mobsmedzé/ Quiet disappointment and
an aggrivated anxiety céuld be sensed in all concerneds

This first mission over the Jupenese Fmelend demonstrate
ed beautifully one fact, a fact which of itself would detemine to

a considerable extent the effectiveness of the Group's missions in

95. FReference is made to Fnal Report of Missions 1, 2, 3, and
4o Exhibit #80
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the future; the state of the weather over the target area, Hulf
Jesting and half in earnest, one crewnan described the cloud cover-
age over his plane's target area as, ®20/10; 10/10 above us end
10/10 below®, Another eircraft, finding its primery target occm-
pletely obscured by clouds, dropped its bomb on Tokyo proper ---
the only spot along the route that was open at the time. Some
hqura later redio Tokyo had th.is‘to says ®The tactics of the reid-
j.ng eneny planes ﬂavg became so complicated that they cannot bo
anticj.‘pated from experience or the common sense gained so far.
The single B=29 which passed over the capital this morming dropp-
ing bambs on one section of the "rokyo Metropolis, taking unswares
8lightly the people of the city, and these are certainly so-called-
aneak tactics aimed at confusing the (minds of the people)?g/ |
m;ﬁ._ng above all else for favorable weather, the M,
on 23 July 19&5_., prepared for its second combat mission over tl;e
Japenese mmeland. Ten aircraft were scheduled to pnrﬁ.icipate.
each b_ein_g guigned a speciﬁc'target gnd aiming poi.nt. and each

crew being briefed accordinglye Strike reports and, later, inter-

96, Feference to Foreign Radio Reports, 21 July 1945.
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rogation, disc;ossd that the weather over the target areas genexrw
ally was clear. Nine planes had hombod ;imally. one by radar,
Seven had bombed their primary targets, three their secondary tarw~
getse The tqtel results of this mission were officially reporte-
ed, *Effective and guccessful*. Thoto interpretation bore out
this appraisal, for, the next morning at regular Mission Critique,
LIEUTENANT COLONEL PAYEITE, Groaup Combet Intelligence officer, wes
delivered a TWX from the CQMANDING GENERAL of the 3)3th Bombard-
ment Wing which wes addressed to COLONEL TIBEETS, LIBUTENANT COLO-
NEL PAYBTTE read the message to all present: *Interpretation of
strike photos teken on your mission yesterday reveals outstanding
bombing cepabilities ..... Such msa;ta as these are indicative of
an orgenization with good leadership, high degme of treiping and
detemination to achieve cutstanding resultas Congratulations to
you and your mng/
9%/

Two more "pumpkin® strikes over the Japeneae Bemoland

were carried out during the closing days of Julye. The mission of

26 July sew ten 509th aircreft airborne, The targets attacked were

97, Feference is made to Final Feport of Misaians 5, 6, end 7.

" Exhibit #B. - '
98, Heference is made to copy of WX, 24 July 1945. Exhibit #9.
9. Nicknsme given to pumpkin-colored, pumpkin-shaped bombe
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in the Fegacka and Toyaua Areas. Not cne plgne bambed its primary
targets Of the ten secondary targets bombed, seven bant}s were
dropped visually, 'rhree were dropped by means of radar, It again
was the me old story: 10/10 cloud coverage over the primary tar-
gete The results of this strike were officially reported to be
rsuccessful, but fair as to efreetivenesi%.y

The mission of 29 July 1945 put eight 509th *Rumpkin®
carrying aircraft over the Japanese Homeland, Nine planes were
achqduled to participate. Short;l_y before take-off, however, the
spanpkin® carried in the pleane under the cammand of MAJOR HOFKINS
(LIEUTENANI WESTOVER as co-pilot) suddenly broke loose and timde
ded into the asphalt hardstand, JFortunately, none of the ﬂ.ying
or ground psrsonnel were under the plane at the time, alfhough
MAJOR HOPKIhB had bocn‘ beneath the aircraft only a few minutes
befox_e. This miscarriege, the only aeéic}ent of any conseguence
$o ocour during t‘he Groj;.p'a operat;ons oversaeas, mdg any possi-
bility of the phne'a taking orf out of the question,

The weather being scmewhat more favorable for this mis-

100, Reference is made to Final Report of Missions 8 and 9.
Exhibit #8.
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sion, four planea b_ombed jtheir primary targets, while four found
breeks in the weather over secondary target areas, All airoraft
bambed viml;ly . The results of this strike were officially cate-
loged aa,. 'xtroctii%/

This, then, is the summation of the cambat efforts of
the 509thk‘o‘gmposite Group up to the worlde-shaking mission of 6
Angust 19!6. Tt had carried out four etrikes egainst the Japene
ese mmeland. with :.vasnlta renging from "Unobnernd" to *Excel-
lent®, A total of : soven ot thej.r bogba. had bean dropped .
vis_uglly;; ten had been loosed by redar, Only ome aircraft ressived i
dnma&e -e= gand that was meager =-- a8 the result ot eneny defensive

102/
efforts,

Commnent still ran mpagt among the other units located
on 'rinian as July drew to a~ close. the gist of the curious critics?
remerks being, swll, the 509th and their rirteen planes don't seem
1;0 be winning the war yet.f"?'[. And, indeed, they were probably

right A--vas far as they went,

101, mforonoe is made to m Rpoxrt of Missions 10. 1.1. and 12,
102, mremnce is made to Final Report of Mission A2, Fare Je

o " Exhibit #80 ’
103, Reference to *509th Will Wil the war®, Exhibit #9.
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THE TWO ATOMIC BOMBS--~THE TIME FOR DECISION

If for no other reason than the desire to tell a good
story, it would be ideal to include herein the complete account
of the two Atomic bombings =-- beginning with the initial consid-
erations behind the field order, down through the accomplishment
of the mission. But reasons much more important than the desire
to tell a good story prevent its being told.

In the first place, the Atomic bamb project was conduct-
ed on a comparimental basis, that is, no individual wes permitted
to know any more about the project than was absolutely essential
to the perfrmance of his specific worke MAJOR GENERAL LESLIE
GROVEéo s/the only individual, in all probability, who is in pos-
session of the unabridged account of the Atomic bomb and the two
Atomic boﬁbingse

In the second place, those who were in possession of ine
farmation concerning the Atomic bombing missions stood guard over
it night and day. So conscious of the vital importance of security,
they may have been too tight-lipped. This is true from the stand-

point of the Historian, at any rate |

104, Wear Department Representative of the Atomic Bomb Project.
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The week prn !!! !ate of the two Atomic bombing

missions was one filled with much off-the-record scurrying about,
secret meetings, and conferences behind closed doors. To illust~
rate the point, only one of the 509th's Intelligence (fficers ~a-
LIEUTENANT COLONEL PAYETTE -~= was actually informed of what was
about to be undertakenes The main sowrces of reliable information
concerning the two Atomic bombings, therefore, ere Top Secret,
Field Order Number 13, 20th Air Force published informetion, and
the interrogation forms completed when the Atomic bombing crews
105 /

- were Questioned.

The first Atomic bombing mission was carried out on 6
August 1945« Several days prior to this, the six crews concerned
were instructed in target studies and were given special instruct-
ion on the actual bomb-dropping procedure, Briefing was given in
two parts: +the first part, conducted two.days before take-off, in-
cluded a disclosure of the targets, a brief explanation by‘ Nevy
personnel of the immediate effect of the bomb, and a resume! of
operational data; the second part of the Atomic briefing, held

just before take-off, included air-sea rescue and weather details.

105, Reference iz made to Interrogation Forms of Mission Flown
6 August 1945, Exhibit #9.
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It was emphasized at this briefing that under no cir-
cunstances were aircraft to go within fifty miles of the target
four hours prior and six hours subsequent to strike time; that in
case of distress, rescue facilities would not venture within the
forbidden area for the prescribed length of time. Special Air-Sea
Rescue facilities were provided for this mission by planes of
other Groups, and by Navy planes and sulmarines. These faciliw
ties were posted so as to give better than usual coverage to the
aircraft participating.

On the same day --- 6 August 1945 --- other 20th Air
Force aircraft were attacking targets in Japan in the hope of die
verting any enemy defensive action which\ would deter the Atomic
Bombing missions At this time, however, the Japanese Air Force
was on its last pegs, and little trouble fram either flak or
fighters was anticipated. Yet, every precaution was taken to in=
sure the success oi" the mission,

The primary terget of Atomic Bombing Mission Number 1,
was Hiroshima; with Nagasaki as an alternate. The initial point

of the bomb run over Hiroshima was 3402}4' North, 133005' Easte




The aiming point was just below Army Division Headquarters, at
the tip of the island on which the Hiroshima Airfield was located.

Altogether, sevem of the Group's B-29 figured in this
attack, One deployed to Iwo Jima to be used as a spare in case of
emergency; three *weather planes"® were to proceed to their specifi-
cally assigned targets, appraise the weather over it, and relay thé
information to the "sirike eircraft® so that the target over which
the weather was most clear could be ascertaineds The remaining two
aireraft were to escort the strike aircraft to the target. Each of
the latter two planes cerried camera equipment; one carried special
instruments of a highly scientific nature.

Obviously, this arrangement involved considerable radio
" priefing, precise coordination among the crews participating, and
stop-watch timing. The gears had to mesh.

Nothing but visuel bombing would do, and it must be done
from an altitude of from 28,000 to 30,000 feet --~ for the safety

of the strike aircraft, if for no other reasone
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At least four hours after the bomb was released, two
photo ships from the 3rd Photo Reconnaisance Squadron were to
make photo coverage of the Hiroshima (or other target) area. The
two photo crews were to be briefed by 509th Intelligence Officers
and given all necessary information to carry out their missione

Thus briefed, the Atomic bombing party set out on its
amazing strike.

The trip up was uneventful. LIEUTENANT McENIGHT end
crew stood by at Iwo Jima in case of an emergency. CAPTAIN WILSON
wes commender of the &rea weather shipe CAPTAIN TAYLOR'S plane
reported the weather over Nagasaki, and CAPTAIN EATHERLY and crew
observed: the state of weather over Hiroshima. At approximately
0815 fhe weather over Hiroshime was reported to COLONEL TIBBETS
as v2/10 lower and middle lower, and 2/10 at 15,000*, Hiroshima
was to be the target !

The bomb run was short and straight. At 0915 the bomb
was away. MAJCOR THOMAS FEREBE;%W/Ie back the controls to COILONEL

TIBEETS, Who executed a violent turn away from the target. At the

106, Group Bombardier, 509th Composite Group

oulk
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time of the drop, the plane was flying at ean gltitude of 31,600-
true, at a CAS of 196 KPH, and at a ground speed of 285 K. The
bamb had been dropped visually at'an exis of attack of 265 .
weather at that time had been 1/10 eloud coversge, with considor-h
able heze over the target. | _

The two escort planes, commanded by MAJOR SWEENEY and
CAPTAIN MARQUARIT, observed the explosion through protective gog-
gles, They reported that the flash after thg explosion was deep
purple, then reddish and reached to almost 8,000 feet; the cloud,
shaped like a mushroqn. was up to 20,000 feet in one minute, at
which time the top part broke from the®stem®, and eventually reach-
ed 30,000,

The stem of_ths mmsyroanglike column of smoke, looking
now like a giant greve marker, §t00d one minute after the ezplqsign
upanfthe 'hole area of the city, excepting the southern dock area,
This column wes a th;ck white smoke, darker at the base, and inter-
spersed with deep rede

rthough about fiftgen miles (8lant r;nge) fram the target

when the explosion occurred, both escort aircraft, as well as the
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strike plane, reported feeling two shock waves jar the airqrgft.
Approximately 390 statute miles away from the target area, the
column of smoke still could be seen piercing the morning sk;gl/

At 1500 on the afternoon of the sixth of August, COLO“
NEL TIBBETS's plane, the Enola Gay, set down and taxied oﬁto her
coral herdstand, The propellers whined to a stop, and COLONEL
TIBEETS stepped out of the aircraft and blinked in the bright
Marianas sunlighte A voice called, "Attention to orders.g The
men stiffened and became silent. GENERAL CARL A. SPMT;%::IEO
later attended the interrogation) stepped forward and pinned the
Distinguished Service Cross to the Group Commender's chesi%g-/

History had been mede --- the first Atomic bomb had
been dropped on Hiroshimae. |

Photo coverage later that day did not prove too satis-
factory because the area étill was covered by smoke and scatter-
ed fires, However, subsequent reconnaisance showed the following

assessment of damace (as of 11 August 1945): built up area, L.l

square miles, or 60% destroyed; built up area, .6 square miles,

107. Reference is made to Interrogation Forms of Mission Flown
6 August 1945. Exhibit #9.

108, Commanding General, United States Army Strategic Air Corces

109, Gen. Order #15 Section 1., Bg. United States Army Strategic
Air Force, 18 August 1945 =-- Awards and Decorations

Exhibit #10
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or 8.5% damaged; total area destroyed and damaged, l.7 square
miles, or 68.5%.

Specific targets destroyed or damaged were:; Arny Food
Depot, 25% damaged; East Hiroshime Railroad Station and Yards,
minor damege; Army Division Headquarters, 100% destroyed; unidene
tified Industry, 50% damaged, 50% destroyed; Teikoku Textile Mill
100% damaged; Signal Corps, 2nd Company, 12% destroyed, 55% dam-

110 /
aged,

Sixteen hours after the first Atomic bomb had been drop=
ped, PRESIDENT TRUMAN told the news to the world. Radio and press
had a field day. The 509th remained tight-lipped. Japan looked
at Hiroshima, cried "inhumene® and in her own mind knew that total
destruction was staring her in the face,

on 8 August 1945, two days afterthe first Atomic bomb
had been dropped, and while Japan frantica;ly sought a course of
action that would save her face as well as her country, the 509th
sent six B-29's to targets in Yokkaichi, Uwajima, Tsuruga, and

Tokushima., Each plane carried a Pumpkine

110, Reference is made to Damage Assessment Reports, C.I.U.s
Twentieth Air Force, 7,8 and 19 Aug 1945. Exhibit #1l1l.
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Two aircraft bombed their primary targets. Inclement
weather forced three to seek secondary targets, and one air'graft
was forced to abort and return to Tinian with its bomb-load in-
tacts The five bambs were dropped by v.isual means, with results
officially designated as "Effective."éy

In the meantime, the 509th prepared for its second Atomic
bombing mission --- its second and last. The general plan was
the seme as that of the first, with the following important excep=-
tione In the first mission, three taergets were designated; in the
second mission, there were but twoe. The reason for this difference
may be assumed to be the fact that higix authority in the first ine
stance singled out three taergets of particular military significance.
Then, when Hiroshima --- one of the three --- was extinguished,
there remained only two upon which to plan the second mission.,

Accordingly, two weather aircraft, two escort planes
(both of which carried camera equipment, and one of which carried
highly scientific instruments), and one strike aircraft partici-

pated in the seconJAtcmic bombing missiones

111, Reference is made to Final Report of Missions 1} and 15,
Exhibit #8. .

e
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Briefings were conducted in the seme manner and with.
the same degree of secrecy as those of the first Atomic bombing
briefings. The trip to the Empire was flown through nzsty weather.
CAFTAIN TAYIOR and crew left Tinian and landed on Iwo Jima to stend
by in case of an abort of any one of the‘five participating air-
craft. CAPTAIN MARQUARDT flew his #weather plane' over the primary
target and reported less than 3/10 cloud coverage, with some haze
burning off rapidly. IIEUTENANT McKNIGHT, commander of the other
weather aircraft, appraised the weather over Negasaki, the secon~
dary terget, and at 0919 reported CAVU conditions there,

After rendezvous over Yokushime, the strike aircraft,
commanded by MAJOR SWEENEY, proceeded with the escort ajircraft to
the primary objective. By this time, however, weather had closed
in over this target === about 9/10 cloud overage =--- making visual
bombing impossible.

The only alternative was to head for Nagasaki, the secon-
dary target. Because of a strong headwind emroute to the target
from Tinian, MAJOR SWEENEY's gasoline supply was running uncomf ortabe-

ly low, and it nowWas Nagasaki or nothing, The party proceeded to




u

Soganosiki (33°15' north, 131°53' east), thence to the briefed
X.P. and into Nagasaki,

Here, too, weather was quickly closing in --- 7/10 to
8/10 alto-cumulus over the entire target area. Nine tenths of
the bombing run was made by radar. Then came a break in the
clouds which premitted CAPTAIN BEAHAN to take over and drop She
bomb visuallye.

The run was made at an altitude of 31,000 feet true;
bomb was away at 1158; CAS was 200 MpPH, ground speed, 323 MFPH;
axis of attack was 233° true., The bomb hit epproximately 500 ft.

south of the Mittsubishi Plant in the target area. F/‘ive shock
112

waves were felt, none of gre=t intensity, however, The three
aireraft landed at Okinawa to refuel and thence proceeded to
Tiniane

‘Observations made by the strike aircraft were reported
as follows: after explosion, a balloon-like ring of white smoke
formed, followed by a light-red ball of fire which covered two-
thirds of the target area., Within one and a half to two minutes,

the colum of smoke that had formed----its . lower portion a dark

112, Reference is made to Interrogation Forms of Mission Flown,
9 August 1945. Exhibit #9.
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607 destroyed. At least eighteen of the twenty-one small indus-
tries known to be in the area were completely desiroyeds A4nd final=-
ly, the Mitsubishi-Murakemi Ordnance Plent was wiped out}.—lé/

put the important demage went deeper than that, Japan
knew now that the Atomic bomb apparently was available for con-
tinued use agaminst her. Several days thereafter, terming it "natione
al suicide? to continue the struggle. Japan accepted the terms of
unconditionél surrender as defined in the now famous Potsdam Ultimae-
tume

And it was during these last several days of the war
that the 509th carried outkits last strike against the Japanese
homeland. On the fourteenth of August, seven of the Group's planes
bombed targets in Koromo and Nagoya with seven ®pumpkins®, All
bombed their primary targets by visual means, with observed results
ranging from fpoor to excellent.";}‘r%e/ese were probably the last bombs

15/
dropped by the Twentieth Air Force bombers in World Wer II.

113, Reference is mede to Damage Assesment Reports, CeI.U., 20th
Air Force, 18 August 1945, Exhibit #11.

11}4. Reference is made to Final Report of Missions 17 end 18,
1y August 1945 Exhibit #8.

115 last bomb dropped 140624 Z.
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PUBLIG REIATIONS
Chapter VII

Pablic Relations, a responsibility of the Group Intell-
igence office, did not function in the proper semse of the word
until after the dropping of the First Atamic Bomb, True, there
was very little that could be told about the 509th --- security
was still the wetchword,

Not until the Group wes established on Tinian and oper-
ating as a unit, was a Public Relations (¢fficer appointed. The
work was given to FIRST LIEUTENANT FREDERICK C. EUG. Weather
officer for the 393rd Bomb Squadron, as en additional duty}lé/

on 1 sugust 1945, CAPTAIN JOSEFH D. BUSCHER, was appoint-
ed to succeed LIEUTENANT KRUlé. A Tew days later, the First Atamic
BFmb was dropped on the Bunpire, amd the Group became world famous.
However, although pictures of the crews and statements from mem-
bers of the project were released, nothing could be seid to con~-
nect the 509th with the world shattering event.

Press conferences were held and leading representatives

of the wire services and broadcasting networks were given an

116e Se 0. # 594 Headquarters, 509th Composite Group, 23 June 1945
1I7. Se0e # 75, Headquarters, 509th Caomposite Group, 3 Mgust 45




apportunity to intexrview the creilz—?/ A news release was prepared on

the crew members and every member of the Groi%%nt was held until

5 September 1945 when pemission was obtained from the White House.
Pablic Relations, for the most part during thia time op=-

erated under a news black-out,

118, BERxhibit No.. 12 *press Conference®
119, Exhibit Koe 13 Semple of form filled oute
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INTERV IEWS

Chapter VvIII

b an interview with COLONEL PAUL W TIBEETS, Comnanding
officer of the 509th Composite Group, on Tinian in the Mariapas,
1) september 1945, the following questions were asked:

CONCERNING THE MISSION OF THE $09th CQMPOSITE GROUP:

In your estimation, did the success of the mission and
the Group as e whole measure up to expectations?

the mission of the 5091;11 was accamplished, Its success
is now a matter of world history. In all probability this success
surpasses the expectations of those intimately connected with the
early phases of the project.

Did the Group at any time hold up the work of the project,
or was the Group ready to cerry out the mission on schedule?

It ig safe to say that the 509th never held up the work
of the project. Meny times the 509th caused the project to speed
up their efforts because the unit shaped up faster than expected
and was camitted to the theater ahead of schedule.

The success of the mission is now history. Have you any-

thing to say that would throw some light on this success?




The success of this orgenization is due to team work by
all people in the cutfit and the willingness with which they cooper=
ated with the Project people to accamplish our assigned missione

CONCERNING PRIMARY PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED DURING THE COURSE OF

what in your opinion was the outstanding problem overcome
by the Group?

Probably the worsti problem that had to be overcome was
that of uncertainitys. One never knew fram one day to the next if
the plans of the previcus dey were still in effect.

Can you recall eny other problems of the Group which could
be considered outstanding?

The second problem in importance wea that of security. It
was necessary to keep outsiders from btiecaming curious about the 509th,
Now this is a matter of record evidenced by the camplete surprise, to
all ﬁ?rjbrce and other Personnel, when the anncuncement of the exist-

anée and use of the First xtcmic Bamb wes mades
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CONCERNING THE AIMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION AND POLICIES OF THE

GROUP;

o you believe that the efficiency of the Group was as high
as could be obtained? In what manner do you believe that it could be
improved?

The administrative efficiency of the 509th is a matter of
record as evidenced by the high ratings received on P,0.M. inspect-
ion and subsequent inspections by Wing and Air Force Air Inspectors.
Improvement is possible and must éontixmal]y be the goal towards
which we work.

wa the 7,0, & E. adequate? If not, how could it have been
improved?

The TeOe & E. was adequate becsuse by selection the final
TeOs & E» of the unit wes made from e combination of others to fit
our exact needs. '

wat do you think of the efficiency of the cammand setup

in the roA a8 it affected the Group?

our operations never fell under the POA Command seitup as




it was functioning for other units., 0Our operations were given the
personal ettentions of the highest cammand echelons which gave us
the edvantage and eliminated all chance of diffieculty.

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF OVERALL EFFICIENCY: |

How could the efficiency of the overall picture have been
improved?

This question would require a lot of study of details be=-
cause the overall pilcture shows high Operationai effeciency.

How would you compere the POA with the Ero?

There is no way to compere the ETO and the PQA. They are
two entirely differeni_: types of wars, one a rough one and the other
a relatively easy one. The element of distances involved in oper-

ations is the difficult factor of the P.0.X.
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Thus ends the initisl sdministrative Historical Merre
cti_vo of the 509th cqnpoaito Groupe. Security measures have, :I.n
& very pmtigal way, hampered the collection of infometion. The
wares mdde:_n temingtiog tound an impor;ant segment of the Group
8till in the Stetes. Many importemt scurces of infomation are
therefore still in the States, ‘ ,

_ tmder these cirmogs. 1t _is the nbject of tho Hig=
toz;l_an to ;lnp]nde j.n caning ngntkly inetallnenta of the Group
Mnipt;{ltivvg_m;ltory“ all nevly evailable infomation of histore
;u; significence, whether it concerns either the current month

or the period already covereds
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