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EREATA

1. <(hange date of aerial vicktory to resd 8 Jac 73 in the entries for Howman,
Faul D (p. 7), Kellman, Lawrence W (p. 8), and last entry on p. 26. (Seventh
Air Force's Enemy Aireraft Glaims Fvaluation Board ariginally confirmed this
victory for 7 Jan 73 Zulu /Greenwich/ time. Howsver, the actual loeal time
waz 0230 hours, 8 Jan 73.)

2. Full credit (1.0) wag awarded to both members of an FAD aircrew for the
MIG-21 aerial victory of 1L May 72, per Facifie Air Forces Special Order
G4&-30, 15 Jul 74, Tadividual datz az foliows: Cpt Stephen E Nichols,
R-237-74-0558, 555 TFS, 432 TRW, AG; and 1Lt James R Bell, R-275-46-0087,
335 TFS, 432 TRW, WSO,

&. Therefore, all references to ths aerial victory by Seventh Air Force
on 11 May 72, and references indicaring that no individuals were credited
for this victory (pp. iv, sixth sentence; 14, last entry; 23, secord entry;
aad 27) should be eliminated.

b. This also changes other parts of the study, wotably p. iv, first and
third sentences (207 individuzals now credited; 108 victories by two-man
aircrews); p. 2 (regarding PACAF Speeial Orders cited in narrative and foot-
rote}; p. 3 (where data about Bell may be wnserted); p. 10 (where data about
Nichols may be inserted); and p. 27 (where 555 TFS sheuld now show 24 MIG-21s
and 39 total, where Seventh Air Force entriesz chould be eliminated, apd where
432 TRW should show 30 MIG-21s and 36 total).
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PREFACE

Since the begimning of World War I it has been the custom and
practice of the U.S. Air Force to award credits to individual mem-
bers of the service for the enemy aircraft they have destroyed in
aerial combat. This study is a tabulation of U.S. Air Force aerial
victories in the war in Southeast Asia. It has been prepared by
Mr. Charles A. Ravenstein of The Albert F. Simpson Historical Re-
search Center (AU), the Air Force agency responsible for determin-
ing the combat credits of Air Force units and personnel.?®

In October 1971 the Historical Research Division (AU) and the
Office of Air Force History (Hq USAF) jointly published "A Prelim-
inary List™ of aerial victories to that time, That publication
divided aerial victories between aircrew menbers of dual-place
fighters, giving one-half credit to each. This present study fol-
lows a policy established in August 1972, retroactive to the entry
of the F-4 aircraft into Southeast Asian operations. Based on "a
close analysis of the team effort required to achieve a MIG kill
in a dual-place fighter" the Chief of Staff, USAF, approved 'an Air
Force policy of crediting each aircrew member with one full Kill
for each aircraft destroyed.'' One effect of this change has been
to create "aces" who would not have gained that umofficial status
under the previous procedure of dividing credits between crew mem-
bers of dual-place fighters.** Captain Charles B. Debellevue,

a Weapons Systems Officer who received credit for the destruction
of six enemy aircraft (and thus became the top scorer of the war),
would have accrued only three credits under the original procedure.

This study supersedes the preliminary list of 1971, which
should be destroyed.

*The Historical Research Division (predecessor of the present
AFSHRC) has published the following studies on victory credits of
earlier wars: Study No. 73, A Preliminary List of U.S, Air Force
Aces, 1917-1953 (January 1962} ; Study No. 81, USAF Credits for the
Destruction of Enemy Aircraft, Korean War (Jume 1963); and Study
No. 133, U.S, Air Service Victory Credits, World War I (June 1969).
Victory credits for World War 11 are still being tabulated by the
Center.

**YSAF Historical Study No. 73, A Preliminary List of U.S, Air
Force Aces, 1917-1953, points out that although the term ‘ace™ came
into use in World War I for those aircrew persomnel credited with
at least five victories over enemy aircraft, the title has never
been awarded officially by the Air Service, Air Corps, Army Air
Forces, or U.S. Air Force. So far as the Air Force is concerned,
there are no aces. Nevertheless, the Air Force does not prohibit
wnofficial use of the title,
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The credits for the 137 aerial victories have been awarded to
205 individuals. Pilots of single-place F105D aircraft earned 25
of the victories. Two-man aircrews of FAC/D/E and F105F aircraft
earned 107 of the victories. Gummers aboard B52D aircraft scored
Z of the victories, For 2 more victories the credit was divided
between F105F and F4D aircrews in one instance and between two
FAE aircrews in the other. One credit (earned by one or more F4D
aircrews) was not awarded to sny individual. There were numerous
claims for the destruction of enemy aircraft which were never con-
firmed and are not included in this study. Finally, this study
includes only those aerial victories earned by military persomnel
vhile under Air Force control and does not include aerial victories
earned by USAF personnel while serving with another service. Aerial
victories such as the MIG17 claimed by Air Force pilot Major John P.
Heffernan, while serving with the U.S. Navy aboard the U.S,S.
Enterprise, properly belong to the other service.

Iwo major and two minor tabulations comprise this study. An
alphabetical listing of all persons credited is the first, and a
chronological presentation is the second of the major tabulations.
They are followed by data on the distribution of credits by umit
and among individuals with two or more full credits,

Comments or questions concerning this study may be addressed
to The Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center, Maxwell AFB,
AL 36112.

iv
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ALPHABETTCAL LIST

Eleven columns are used to present data relating to credits
for aerial victories:

Name, Individuals, last name first. Non-USAF personnel are
indicated by parenthetical service abbreviation.

Rank. Abbreviations are employed as follows: Col - Colonel;
LtC - Lieutenant Colonel; Maj - Major; LtCdr - Lieutenant Commander
{(USN) ; Cpt -~ Captain (USAF and USMC); 1Lt ~ First Lieutenant;
SSgt - Staff Sergeant; and ALC - Airman First (Class.

Serial Number. The Air Force switched from the use of Air
Force serial rmumbers to the use of Social Security numbers midway
in the war.

Squadron. The tactical fighter squadron of assignment or
attachment for duty at the time of aerial victory. In a few
instances persomnel were assigned to one squadron, but on duty with
another at the time of their aerial victory. The squadron flown
with at the time of the victory earned the credit.

Higher Echelon. Echelon exercising command and/or operational
control over the tactical fighter squadron. Many of the squadrons
were in Southeast Asia on temporary duty from their parent wings.
The echelon shown in this column may be either the parent wing, also
located in Southeast Asia, or the echelon to which the squadron was
attached. A majority of these echelons were tactical fighter wings
(abbreviated TFW). Others shown are Seventh Air Force (abbreviated
7 AF), 2d Air Division (abbreviated 2 AD), 432d Tactical Recon-
naissance Wing (abbreviated TRW), and 307th Strategic Wing (abbrev-
iated SW).

Crew Position. Abbreviations are: AC - Aircraft Commander;

EWO - Electronics Warfare Officer; G - Cunner; P -~ Pilot; and WSO
- Weapons Systems Officer.

USAF Aircraft. The F105D was a single~place fighter. The
F105F and all F4 types were dual-place fighters., All aircrew
persomnel of fighter planes received credit, but for the two aerial
victories by B5ZD gummers, only the gumners themselves received
credit.

Enemy Aircraft.

Date. The date of the aerial victory,

Credit. The credit or portion of a credit awarded.

1
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Order Number/Year. All but one of the orders were published
by Seventh Air Force. A final order, closing up loose ends, was
published by Pacific Air Forces.*

*In cases where original orders were amended, the latest order
is cited. The Seventh Air Force Special Orders, in their order of
issuance, are: G-1032, 18 Jul 1967 G-1033, 18 Jul 1967; G-1091, 26
Jul 1967; G-1441, 16 Sep 1967; G-1967, 10 Nov 1967; G-2188, 7 Dec
1967; G-310, 28 Jan 1968; G-311, 28 Jan 1968; G-876, 19 Mar 1968;
G-877, 19 Mar 1968; G-0680, 18 Mar 1972; G-1191, 30 May 1972; G-1192,
30 May 1972; G-1761, 10 Aug 1972; G~1762, 10 Aug 1972; G-1927, 24 Aug
1972; G-1928, 24 Aug 1972; G-2039, 18 Sep 1972; G-2040, 18 Sep 1972;
G-2041, 18 Sep 1972; G-2042, 18 Sep 1972; G-2043, 18 Sep 1972; G~2044,
2Z Sep 1972; G-2045, 8 Oct 1972; G-2046, 27 Oct 1972; G-2047, 4 Nov
1972; 6-2251, 19 Nov 1972; G-2252, 23 Nov 19723 G-1, 8 Jan 1973; G-2,
27 Jan 1973; and G-3, 12 Peb 1973. The single Pacific Air Forces
Special Order is GA-1, 2 Jan 1974.
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CHRONQLOGICAL ‘LIST*

Ten columns are used to present data relating to credits for
aerial victories:

Date. The date of the aerial victory. When two or more
aerial victories are shown for the same date, the earliest is
shown first and the latest is shown last.

Enemy Aircraft.

USAF Aircraft.

Call Sign. The USAF aircraft radio call sign, when lknown.

Squadron. Tactical fighter squadron of assignment or attach-
ment for duty at the time of the aerial victory.

Higher Echelon. Echelon exercising command and/or opera-
tional control over the tactical fighter squadron.

- Rank and Name. The rank and name of aircrew persomnel. Due
to space limitations, the serial number is not shown, but may be
found by referring to the alphabetical list.

Crew Position.
Credit. The credit or portion of a credit awarded.

Order Number/Year.

#See Alphabetical List, p. 1, for more complete discussion
of the various entries.
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1

DISTRIBUTICON OF CREDITS AMONG UNITS

By Squadrons and Higher Echelons

SQUADRONS MIG-17 MIG-19 MIG-Z1 TOTAL

4 TES (366 TFW/432 TRW)
13 TES (388 TEW/432 TRW)
34 TES (388 TFW)

35 TFS (388 TEW/366 TEW)
44 TFS (388 TEW)

45 TFS (2 AD)

58 TFS (432 TRW)

307 TFS (432 TRW)

333 TFS (355 TEW)

336 TFS (8 TEW)

354 TES (355 TFW)

357 TFS (355 TEW)

380 TFS (366 TFW)

390 TFS (35 TEW/366 TEFW)
421 TFS (388 TEW)

433 TFS (8 TEW)

435 TES (8 TFW)

469 TFS (388 TEW)

480 TFS (35 TFW/366 TEW)
523 TES (432 TRW)

A 555 TFS (8 TFW/432 TRW)

HIGHER ECHELON
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Seventh Air Force
Hq 307 SW
Hq 388 TFW

oolc::oc:
- .
i
[#)]

bk B3 ped
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Total:
By Higher Echelons

Seventh Air Force (F4D)
2d Air Division (F4C)

8 TFW (FAC/D/E)

35 TEW (F4C)

307 SW (B52D)

355 TFW (F105D/F)

366 TFW (F4C/E)

388 TFW (F105D/FA4E)

432 TRW (F4D/E)
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Total:
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INDIVIDUALS WITH TWO OR MORE AERTAL VICTORTES *

Individuals Aircraft Crew
Flown Position Credits
Cpt Charles B DeBellevue FAD/E W30 6
Cpt Jeffrey S Feinstein FAD/E WSO 5
Cpt Richard $ Ritchie FAD/E AC 5
Col Robin 0l1ds F4C AC 4
1Lt Roger C Locher F4D WSO 3
Maj Robert A Lodge FAD AC 3
Cpt John A Madden Jr F4D AC 3
LtC Robert F Titus F4G AC 3
1Lt Milan Zimer F4C P 3
1Lt George H McKinney Jr F4D p 2.5
LtC Carl G Baily F4D AC 2
LtC Lyle L Beckers F4E AC 2
Cpt Max C Brestel F105D p 2
Maj Philip P Combies F4C AC 2
1Lt Stephen B Croker FAC P 2
1Lt William S Hargrove F4D/E WSO 2
Maj William L Kirk FAC/D AC 2
Cpt Frederick S Olmstea Jr F4D AC 2
Maj Richard M Pascoe F4C AC 2
Cpt Lawrence H Pettit F4D WSO 2 ~
Cpt Everett T Raspberry Jr FAC/D AC 2 .
Maj Gary L Retterbush F4E AC 2 i
Cpt Darrell D Simmonds F4D AC 2 d
Cpt Calvin B Tibbett F4D/E AC 2
1Lt Stephen A Wayne F4C P 2
Cpt Norman E Wells FAC P 2
28 .
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